words to use in college essays

words to use in college essays are crucial for crafting compelling, clear, and persuasive admissions essays.
Selecting the right vocabulary can elevate an essay, demonstrate strong writing skills, and effectively
convey the applicant's personality and intellect. This article explores a variety of words and phrases to
enhance college essays, focusing on vocabulary that conveys clarity, sophistication, and authenticity.
Understanding how to use impactful words appropriately can make a significant difference in the overall
impression of an essay. Additionally, this guide discusses strategies for integrating advanced vocabulary
naturally, avoiding clichés, and maintaining an engaging tone. Readers will gain insight into essential
categories of words to use, including transition words, descriptive adjectives, and action verbs. The
following sections provide a comprehensive overview of these elements, ensuring a polished and

impressive college essay.

Importance of Choosing the Right Words

Powerful Vocabulary Categories for College Essays

Strategies for Using Words Effectively

Common Mistakes to Avoid in Word Choice

Examples of Words to Use in College Essays

Importance of Choosing the Right Words

Choosing the right words to use in college essays is essential for making a strong impression on admissions
officers. The vocabulary selected not only reflects the writer’s language proficiency but also shapes the tone
and clarity of the essay. Effective word choice helps articulate ideas precisely and persuasively, allowing
the applicant to stand out among numerous submissions. Moreover, well-chosen words can capture the
writer’s unique voice and personality, which are critical factors in college admissions decisions. Mastery of
vocabulary also demonstrates critical thinking and attention to detail, qualities highly valued by academic

institutions.

Enhancing Clarity and Precision

Using precise words helps avoid ambiguity and ensures that the essay’s message is clear. Clarity is a key

aspect of effective communication, and the right vocabulary can help express complex thoughts succinctly.



For example, rather than using generic terms like "good" or "bad,” more specific adjectives such as

"beneficial" or "detrimental" add depth and accuracy to the writing.

Reflecting Academic and Professional Tone

College essays often require a balance between formal and personal tone. The words chosen should reflect
academic maturity without sounding overly mechanical or impersonal. Selecting sophisticated yet

accessible vocabulary demonstrates intellectual capability and respect for the admissions committee.

Powerful Vocabulary Categories for College Essays

To effectively select words to use in college essays, it is helpful to categorize vocabulary based on their
function within the essay. These categories include transition words, descriptive adjectives and adverbs,
action verbs, and analytical terms. Each category plays a distinct role in enhancing the essay’s flow, detail,

and argument strength.

Transition Words and Phrases

Transition words guide readers through the essay, linking ideas smoothly and logically. They help organize
thoughts and create coherence between sentences and paragraphs. Using a variety of transition words can

prevent the essay from feeling choppy or disjointed.

Furthermore

Consequently

e Moreover

Therefore

In contrast

e However

As a result

In addition



Descriptive Adjectives and Adverbs

Descriptive words add vividness and detail to an essay, making the narrative more engaging and
memorable. Carefully chosen adjectives and adverbs help paint a clearer picture of experiences, emotions,

and qualities without overloading the text.

Action Verbs

Strong action verbs convey energy and initiative, which are traits admissions committees often look for in
applicants. Using dynamic verbs instead of weak or passive constructions can make the writing more

compelling and direct.

Initiated

Collaborated

Developed

Analyzed

Facilitated

Demonstrated

Implemented

Analytical and Reflective Terms

Words that express analysis and reflection show the writer’s ability to think critically about experiences
and ideas. These terms can help articulate personal growth, problem-solving skills, and intellectual

curiosity.

Strategies for Using Words Effectively

Knowing which words to use in college essays is only part of the process; employing them effectively is
equally important. The following strategies help writers incorporate advanced vocabulary naturally and

appropriately.



Contextual Relevance

Words should always fit the context of the essay and support the main message. Avoid using complex

vocabulary merely to impress; instead, select words that enhance meaning and clarity.

Variety and Balance

Varying word choice prevents repetition and maintains reader interest. However, balance is

key—overusing sophisticated vocabulary can make the essay difficult to read or appear pretentious.

Proofreading and Revision

Careful proofreading ensures that word usage is correct and consistent. Revising the essay to improve

vocabulary and sentence structure can significantly enhance overall quality.

Common Mistakes to Avoid in Word Choice

While selecting words to use in college essays, certain errors can undermine the effectiveness of the

writing. Recognizing and avoiding these common mistakes is critical for a polished essay.

Overusing Clichés

Clichés and overused phrases can make essays appear generic and uninspired. Originality in word choice

helps the essay stand out and reflect the applicant’s unique voice.

Using Inappropriate Tone

Words that are too informal, slang, or overly complex can detract from the professionalism of the essay.

Maintaining a tone that is both formal and approachable is essential.

Incorrect Word Usage

Misusing words, especially those with similar meanings, can confuse readers and weaken arguments. It is

important to understand the nuances of vocabulary to ensure precise communication.



Examples of Words to Use in College Essays

Below is a categorized list of carefully selected words that can enhance college essays by improving clarity,

engagement, and sophistication.

1. Transitions: Subsequently, meanwhile, nonetheless, thereby, alternatively
2. Descriptive Adjectives: Innovative, resilient, meticulous, insightful, transformative
3. Action Verbs: Orchestrated, optimized, spearheaded, conceptualized, navigated

4. Analytical Terms: Evaluated, synthesized, interpreted, questioned, theorized

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some powerful words to use in college essays to make a strong
impression?

Words like 'innovative,' 'resilient,' 'passionate,’ 'dedicated,' and 'transformative' can help convey strength

and commitment in college essays.

How can using varied vocabulary improve my college essay?

Using varied vocabulary makes your essay more engaging and demonstrates your language skills, helping

to hold the reader's attention and effectively convey your ideas.

Are there any words I should avoid in college essays?

Avoid overused clichés, slang, overly complex words that don’t fit, and informal language. Words like

'awesome,' 'stuff,' or 'very' can weaken your essay.

What type of words help demonstrate critical thinking in college essays?

Words such as 'analyze,' 'evaluate,' 'interpret,' 'synthesize,’ and 'argue' showcase your ability to think

critically and engage deeply with your topic.



Can using strong action verbs improve my college essay?

Yes, strong action verbs like 'achieved,' 'developed,’ 'led,' 'created,’ and 'overcame' make your experiences

and accomplishments more vivid and impactful.

How can descriptive words enhance my college essay?

Descriptive words help create vivid imagery and convey your emotions and experiences more clearly,

making your essay more memorable and engaging.

Should I use academic or conversational words in my college essay?

A balance is best; use academic words to show sophistication but keep the tone natural and conversational to

maintain your authentic voice.

‘What are some transition words to use in college essays for better flow?

Transition words like 'however,' 'therefore,’ 'moreover,’ 'consequently,’ and 'in addition' help organize

your ideas and improve the essay’s flow.

How can I choose the right words to reflect my personality in a college
essay?

Use words that genuinely describe your traits and experiences, and maintain an authentic voice. Avoid

trying to sound overly formal or using words that don’t feel natural to you.

Is it beneficial to use synonyms to avoid repetition in college essays?

Yes, using synonyms can prevent repetition and keep your essay interesting, but make sure the synonyms

accurately convey your intended meaning.

Additional Resources

1. Words That Win: Crafting Powerful College Essays

This book offers a comprehensive guide on selecting impactful vocabulary to elevate college application
essays. It emphasizes word choice that conveys confidence, clarity, and creativity. Readers will find
exercises to expand their academic and descriptive lexicon, making their writing both compelling and

memorable.

2. The Art of Persuasive Language in College Essays
Focused on persuasive techniques, this book helps students identify and use words that effectively argue

their points. It explores rhetorical devices and vocabulary that can strengthen an essay’s voice and persuade



admissions officers. Practical examples and writing prompts guide readers in refining their persuasive skills.

3. Power Words for College Essays: Boosting Your Writing Impact
Designed to enhance essay writing, this book presents a curated list of dynamic words and phrases ideal for
college essays. It explains how to integrate these words naturally to improve tone and readability. The book

also covers common pitfalls in word usage and how to avoid them.

4. Mastering the Vocabulary of College Essays
This resource takes a deep dive into the vocabulary most valued in academic and personal essays. It
categorizes words by theme, such as leadership, creativity, and resilience, helping students tailor their

essays to highlight personal qualities. Includes quizzes and practice passages for skill reinforcement.

5. Elevate Your College Essay: Words That Make a Difference
A practical guide that teaches how to choose words that add depth and nuance to college essays. The author
provides tips on balancing sophisticated vocabulary with clear communication. Real essay excerpts

demonstrate how word choice can transform ordinary writing into compelling narratives.

6. The College Essay Word Bank
This book compiles a comprehensive word bank specifically designed for college essay writers. It organizes
words by categories like emotion, motivation, and achievement, making it easy to find the right word for

any context. The book also includes advice on avoiding overused or cliché terms.

7. Expressive Language for College Admissions Essays
Aimed at helping students bring personality and authenticity to their essays, this book focuses on
expressive vocabulary. It guides readers through selecting words that reflect their unique voice and

experiences. Exercises encourage experimentation with tone and style to make essays stand out.

8. Strong Words: Enhancing College Essays with Vocabulary
This book emphasizes the power of strong, precise words in creating vivid and engaging college essays. It
discusses the impact of word connotations and how to select words that create the desired impression. The

book also offers tips on maintaining consistency and avoiding redundancy.

9. Vocabulary Strategies for Effective College Essays

Offering strategic advice, this book helps students develop a vocabulary toolkit tailored for college essay
writing. It covers techniques for learning new words, using thesauruses effectively, and incorporating
advanced vocabulary without sounding forced. The book also highlights the importance of context and tone

in word choice.
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words to use in college essays: Fiske Real College Essays That Work Edward B Fiske,
Bruce G Hammond, 2014-07-08 Top College Essays That Show You What Works Introducing the
ultimate guide to crafting college essays that truly make an impact! Fiske Real College Essays That
Work by former New York Times education editor Edward B. Fiske is packed with invaluable insights
and expert advice and empowers you to create standout application essays that capture the
attention of college admissions officers. Key Features: Real-life Examples: Explore a curated
collection of authentic essays, giving you a clear understanding of what works and why. Expert
Guidance: Benefit from Edward B. Fiske's years of experience in the field of education and college
admissions, gaining invaluable tips and strategies. Essay Breakdowns: Gain insight into the
successful elements of each essay with detailed analyses and explanations. Whether you're a high
school student navigating the college application process or an educator seeking to guide students
toward writing excellence, Fiske Real College Essays That Work is an indispensable tool. Don't miss
out on this opportunity to craft memorable essays that set you apart and open the doors to your
dream college.

words to use in college essays: College Essays That Made a Difference, 6th Edition The
Princeton Review, 2015-02-03 No one knows colleges better than The Princeton Review! Not sure
how to tackle the scariest part of your college application—the personal essays? Get a little
inspiration from real-life examples of successful essays that scored! In College Essays That Made a
Difference, 6th Edition, you’ll find: « More than 100 real essays written by 90 unique college
hopefuls applying to Harvard, Stanford, Yale, and other top schools—along with their stats and
where they ultimately got in * Tips and advice on avoiding common grammatical mistakes « Q&A
with admissions pros from 20 top colleges, including Connecticut College, Cooper Union, The
University of Chicago, and many more This 6th edition includes application essays written by
students who enrolled at the following colleges: Amherst College Barnard College Brown University
Bucknell University California Institute of Technology Claremont McKenna College Cornell
University Dartmouth College Duke University Georgetown University Harvard College
Massachusetts Institute of Technology Northwestern University Pomona College Princeton
University Smith College Stanford University Swarthmore College Wellesley College Wesleyan
University Yale University

words to use in college essays: Write Your College Essay in Less Than a Day Elizabeth
Wissner-Gross, 2009-09-15 Strategies from a noted educational consultant on how to ease the
pressure, ace the essay, and gain admission into your top-choice school Getting into college has
become fiercely competitive, which makes the personal-essay part of the application process even
more important-and stressful. But stop worrying! In Write Your College Essay in Less Than a Day,
Elizabeth Wissner-Gross-a top educational strategist in this area who counsels students at schools
across the country-breaks down the harrowing ordeal of essay writing into manageable steps,
leaving you with a fresh, polished, stand-out piece that admissions officers will love to read. Inside
you’ll find * exercises to help you select an essay topic inspired by your most notable
achievements-and winning a Nobel Prize needn’t be one of them ¢ timed chapters (including snack
breaks) to help you brainstorm, create, and critique your essay in only five hours * sample essays
and grading criteria so that you can play the admissions officer-and know what you're up against ¢
advice on which writing techniques will score you points-and which could potentially sink your
chances Accessible, savvy, and written with a student’s needs and concerns in mind, Write Your
College Essay in Less Than a Day gives you all the tools you need to compose an original,
professional essay that will help you turn your dream school into a well-deserved reality.

words to use in college essays: A Guide to Writing College Admissions Essays Cory M.
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Franklin, Paul Weingarten, Suzanne Franklin, Linda Black, 2021-04-23 A Guide to Writing College
Admissions Essays provides practical advice and helpful suggestions for students writing their
college admissions essays, primarily the 650-word Common App essay and supplementary essays
that many schools require as part of their admission applications.With more students applying to
college—and those students applying to more schools than ever before—college admission selection
is far more competitive than in the past and the college essay is a key component. A Guide to Writing
College Admissions Essays offers suggestions on good topics to write about without getting too
specific (and just as importantly, what not to write about) and vital tips on writing approach,
grammar, and usage. If used properly, this book will help applicants find their creative voice and
craft a readable, interesting, and unique essay that will attract the college admissions reader. It just
might make a difference in the final admission process.

words to use in college essays: College Essay Essentials Ethan Sawyer, 2016-07-01 Let the
College Essay Guy take the stress out of writing your college admission essay. Packed with
brainstorming activities, college personal statement samples and more, this book provides a clear,
stress-free roadmap to writing your best admission essay. Writing a college admission essay doesn't
have to be stressful. College counselor Ethan Sawyer (aka The College Essay Guy) will show you that
there are only four (really, four!) types of college admission essays. And all you have to do to figure
out which type is best for you is answer two simple questions: 1. Have you experienced significant
challenges in your life? 2. Do you know what you want to be or do in the future? With these
questions providing the building blocks for your essay, Sawyer guides you through the rest of the
process, from choosing a structure to revising your essay, and answers the big questions that have
probably been keeping you up at night: How do I brag in a way that doesn't sound like bragging?
and How do I make my essay, like, deep? College Essay Essentials will help you with: The best
brainstorming exercises Choosing an essay structure The all-important editing and revisions
Exercises and tools to help you get started or get unstuck College admission essay examples Packed
with tips, tricks, exercises, and sample essays from real students who got into their dream schools,
College Essay Essentials is the only college essay guide to make this complicated process logical,
simple, and (dare we say it?) a little bit fun. The perfect companion to The Fiske Guide To Colleges
2020/2021. For high school counselors and college admission coaches, this is an essential book to
help walk your students through writing a stellar, authentic college essay.

words to use in college essays: College Essays that Made a Difference, 4th Edition Princeton
Review, 2010-09-14 College Essays That Made a Difference, 4th Edition includes real-life essays
written by applicants to Harvard, Princeton, Stanford, Yale, MIT, and more, as well as complete
application profiles of over 100 students, including test scores, GPAs, demographic information, and
where they got in and where they didn't. College Essays That Made a Difference, 4th Edition
includes essays submitted to the following schools: Amherst College Bard College Barnard College
Brandeis University Brown University Bryn Mawr College California Institute of Technology Carleton
College Claremont McKenna College Columbia University The Cooper Union for the Advancement of
Science and Art Cornell University Dartmouth College Davidson College Duke University Franklin
W. Olin College of Engineering Georgetown University Hamilton College Harvard College Kenyon
College Massachusetts Institute of Technology Middlebury College New College of Florida New York
University Northwestern University Pomona College Princeton University Reed College Rice
University Smith College Stanford University Swarthmore College Tufts University University of
California-Los Angeles University of California-San Diego University of Notre Dame University of
Pennsylvania Washington & Lee University Washington University in St. Louis Wellesley College
Wesleyan University Whitman College Williams College Yale University

words to use in college essays: College Essays that Made a Difference Princeton Review
(Firm), 2012 Earlier editions, 1-2, cataloged as monographs in LC.

words to use in college essays: African American Student's Guide to College Success F.
Erik Brooks, Glenn L. Starks, 2015-10-21 This encouraging guide coaches African American and
first-generation college students on strategies for maximizing their experiences and success on



university campuses. Marked gaps in academic achievements continue to exist between white and
black students on college campuses in America. This motivational book, with contributions from
academic role models from within the African American community, provides tools to help ethnically
diverse students choose the best college, improve their study skills, and cope with academic anxiety.
From college selection to graduation, this practical resource provides firsthand accounts of
successful college experiences and the strategies used by former students to obtain their degrees.
This work is divided into four parts. After an introductory section that addresses how to find the
right college for aspiring students, the second part discusses the culture of an academic
environment and reveals what incoming students may discover on a new campus. The third section
introduces the language and lingo used in college settings. Finally, the guide concludes with
conversations with successful African Americans who have achieved their undergraduate, graduate,
and professional degrees. The content also features a helpful college and university directory.

words to use in college essays: Attend Your Dream College: The Steps You Need to Take from
Grades 9 Through 12 SALT, 2015-07-18 Throughout your life, a college degree can provide you with
more career opportunities, a higher income, and better decision-making skills. The earlier you
prepare for college, the more likely you'll be to complete your higher education—so start planning
now with Attend Your Dream College: The Steps You Need To Take From Grades 9 Through 12 from
SALT! This eBook helps high school students stay organized and on track as they make decisions
about college. It features: * Specific steps to take in grades 9, 10, 11, and 12 * Checklists to help
make sure you don't miss anything * Hands-on activities to make college planning easier * A list of
websites and college access centers offering additional information Download your copy for free and
learn more about how SALT helps young people borrow less, borrow smart, and repay their loans at
saltmoney.org.

words to use in college essays: College Admission Essays For Dummies Jessica Brenner,
2021-09-28 College is supposed to be fun, remember? Take the stress out of the admissions process
with expert advice on writing personal essays. College can be an absolute blast. But making it into
your dream school is no easy feat. Don't be intimidated—College Admission Essays For Dummies is
here to alleviate your anxieties and help you craft an unforgettable personal essay with the potential
to impress any admissions committee. This helpful guide walks you through every step of the writing
process, from brainstorming and prep to the final polishes and submission. You'll learn how to make
your essay stand out from the ocean of other applicants and get your personality to pop off the page.
In addition to stellar examples of essays that got their writers into their first-choice schools, you'll
get the inside scoop on how to: Use writing to transform you from a statistic into a compelling and
attractive candidate Illustrate who you are through vivid storytelling and self-reflection Deal with
writer's block and essay anxiety to get the most out of your time Learn about the most common
question types and get your admissions officer's attention with your short answers With colleges
around the country beginning to discount the impact of SAT and ACT scores, the personal essay is
more important than ever. College Admission Essays For Dummies is the up-to-date roadmap you
need to navigate your way to the perfect college essay.

words to use in college essays: The Secret Life of Pronouns James W. Pennebaker, 2011-08-23
A surprising and entertaining explanation of how the words we use (even the ones we don't notice)
reveal our personalities, emotions, and identities. We spend our lives communicating. In the last fifty
years, we've zoomed through radically different forms of communication, from typewriters to tablet
computers, text messages to tweets. We generate more and more words with each passing day.
Hiding in that deluge of language are amazing insights into who we are, how we think, and what we
feel. In The Secret Life of Pronouns, social psychologist and language expert James W. Pennebaker
uses his groundbreaking research in computational linguistics-in essence, counting the frequency of
words we use-to show that our language carries secrets about our feelings, our self-concept, and our
social intelligence. Our most forgettable words, such as pronouns and prepositions, can be the most
revealing: their patterns are as distinctive as fingerprints. Using innovative analytic techniques,
Pennebaker X-rays everything from Craigslist advertisements to the Federalist Papers-or your own



writing, in quizzes you can take yourself-to yield unexpected insights. Who would have predicted
that the high school student who uses too many verbs in her college admissions essay is likely to
make lower grades in college? Or that a world leader's use of pronouns could reliably presage
whether he led his country into war? You'll learn why it's bad when politicians use we instead of I,
what Lady Gaga and William Butler Yeats have in common, and how Ebenezer Scrooge's syntax hints
at his self-deception and repressed emotion. Barack Obama, Sylvia Plath, and King Lear are among
the figures who make cameo appearances in this sprightly, surprising tour of what our words are
saying-whether we mean them to or not.

words to use in college essays: Lecture Notes in Real-Time Intelligent Systems Jolanta
Mizera-Pietraszko, Pit Pichappan, 2017-08-07 Intelligent computing refers greatly to artificial
intelligence with the aim at making computer to act as a human. This newly developed area of
real-time intelligent computing integrates the aspect of dynamic environments with the human
intelligence. This book presents a comprehensive practical and easy to read account which describes
current state-of-the art in designing and implementing real-time intelligent computing to robotics,
alert systems, IoT, remote access control, multi-agent systems, networking, mobile smart systems,
crowd sourcing, broadband systems, cloud computing, streaming data and many other applications
areas. The solutions discussed in this book will encourage the researchers and IT professional to put
the methods into their practice.

words to use in college essays: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Writing Well Laurie
Rozakis, 2000-01-09 You're no idiot, of course. You know how to tap out an email to your boss,
scrawl a note to your sweetheart, even throw in an extra flourish when you sign a greeting card. But
when it comes to really writing that excruciating process of transferring your thoughts to paper
without inventing some strange new language well, let's just say you think you lack the write stuff.
The written word was a great achievement in human history; don't give up on it just yet! 'The
Complete Idiot's Guide to Writing Well' is the writing book you've been waiting for everything you
need to know to make writing of any kind as easy as thinking or speaking. In this '‘Complete Idiot's'
Guide, you'll get : -Expert advice on making your writing as clear, persuasive and painless as
possible, whether it's a thank-you note, a school paper, or an executive briefing. Easy-to-follow
guidelines on a structure, spelling, punctuation, vocabulary and style. No-nonsense advice on
figuring out the three hardest parts of any writing: the beginning, middle and end.

words to use in college essays: College Admission Robin Mamlet, Christine VanDeVelde,
2011-08-16 College Admission is the ultimate user's manual and go-to guide for any student or
family approaching the college application process. Featuring the wise counsel of more than 50
deans of admission, no other guide has such thorough, expert, compassionate, and professional
advice. Let’s be honest: applying to college can be stressful for students and parents. But here’s the
good news: you can get in. Robin Mamlet has been dean of admission at three of America's most
selective colleges, and journalist and parent Christine VanDeVelde has been through the process
first hand. With this book, you will feel like you have both a dean of admission and a parent who has
been there at your side. Inside this book, you'll find clear, comprehensive, and expert answers to all
your questions along the way to an acceptance letter: * The role of extracurricular activities * What
it means to find a college that's the right fit « What's more important: high grades or tough courses
What role does testing play * The best candidates for early admission * When help from parents is
too much help ¢ Advice for athletes, artists, international students, and those with learning
differences * How wait lists work ¢ Applying for financial aid This will be your definitive resource
during the sophomore, junior, and senior years of high school.

words to use in college essays: Teaching the Anti-Essay Wesley Phillipson, 2025-10-07
Teaching the Anti-Essay helps secondary school English Language Arts (ELA) teachers introduce
literary nonfiction and creative nonfiction essay writing to their students, demonstrating how writing
is a fun and engaging activity where students can see tremendous value in “thinking on paper.”
Meaningful essays are also, by default, analytical. This book offers English teachers and their
students 18 different essay prompts that challenge student writers to take calculated risks on paper,



leading to essays that students can write and want to write, allowing them to add something new to
the conversation in the process. Each chapter explores a unique essay prompt, along with rationale,
the targeted skills, teacher models, student models, and reflections. The book is intended to be a tool
for change in the English classroom at large by motivating students through tried and tested
prompts, demonstrating that anyone can write like a journalist, a professional blogger, a creative
nonfiction essayist, becoming an author with one’s own voice and style. This is a great resource for
in-service middle school and high school ELA teachers, and beyond.

words to use in college essays: College Counseling for School Counselors Patrick J. O'Connor
PhD, 2024-07-03 Everyone wants their kids to go to college-- but very few people know how to do
that, including school counselors, who have more things to do-- and more students to work with--
than they have hours in the day. College Counseling for School Counselors shows how to become a
master college counselor in easy-to-read chapters and 30 minutes of activities to do each day, for 60
days. After that, counselors will return to the chapters for quick refreshers on what to do, and when.
Complete with websites to stay on top of current college counseling trends, College Counseling for
School Counselors is the comprehensive, easy-to-read help busy counselors-- and students of
counseling-- need to know to help their students and families.

words to use in college essays: Writing Made Easy: Just the Basics Timothy Sharkey,
2022-05-03 Writing Made Easy: Just the Basics by Timothy Sharkey explains how to make writing
easy. It provides a “just-the-basics” approach to writing and it eliminates the complicated
information that gets in the way. It includes expert definitions and helpful examples of what is really
needed in writing - with professional scholarship and a literary sensibility - from an author who has
taught English 101 and English 102 classes in college for over 15 years. Writing Made Easy: Just the
Basics is the culmination of Timothy Sharkey’s 15-year effort to put the good information about
writing into one book. Writing Made Easy: Just the Basics covers the following information:
—Grammar, Syntax, Usage, Diction, Etymology —Mechanics: abbreviations, capitalization, spelling
—Agreement Tips: past, present, and future; singular and plural; first, second, and third person
voices —Using whom correctly —Punctuation Marks: apostrophe, brackets, colon, comma, dash,
ellipsis, exclamation point, hyphen, parentheses, quotation marks, semicolon, slash —Sentences:
required ingredients, sentence mistakes (sentence fragments, run-on sentences, and comma-splice
sentences - and how to correct them) —Paragraphs: required ingredients; introduction, body, and
concluding paragraphs; transition words —Rhetorical Techniques: alliteration, allusion, hyperbole,
metaphor, onomatopoeia, irony, parallel construction, personification —Arguing Well: critical
thinking, dialectics; Aristotle’s ethos, pathos, & logos; the Socratic Method, common ground
—Fallacies: ad hominem attack, begging the question, coded language, double-edged sword, hasty
analogy, red herring, slippery slope, straw man, etc. —Research Tips: advanced Google searches,
Boolean operators, databases, Google Scholar, Google News, WolframAlpha, the CIA Factbook, etc.
—Research Paper (MLA 9th Edition): direct quotes, indirect quotes, interpolations, in-text citations,
works cited page, hanging indents, correct formatting —Writing Terms defined: bombastic, cliche,
colloquial, concise, diction, etymology, euphemism, figure of speech, hyperbole, jargon, metaphor,
oxymoron, redundant, rhetoric, slang, succinct, verbose, etc. —Latin Terms for Writers defined: a
priori, ad hoc, ad infinitum, ad nauseam, alumnus, bona fide, de facto, ibidem (ibid.), ipso facto, non
sequiter, per se, prima facie, quasi, reductio ad absurdem, sic, summa cum laude, magna cum laude,
verbatim, etc. —Sample Essays included: descriptive essay, argumentative essay, research paper
(MLA 9th Edition) —Writing approaches, insights, and advice Timothy Sharkey (author) has a Master
of Liberal Arts degree in English & American Literature & Language from Harvard University. He
has a Bachelor of General Studies degree (with a concentration in Film) from The University of
Michigan. He has taught English 101 and English 102 classes in college in Chicago for over 20
years, and he has succeeded in taking complicated information and simplifying it for the demanding
students in his classes.

words to use in college essays: Knowing and Writing English: In Forty Pages and Six Steps
George Lakon, 2023-01-30 Know how the English language works and write well in forty pages and



six clear steps. Simple and user-friendly for today’s writers, Knowing and Writing English: In Forty
Pages and Six Steps is a concise and practical guide to writing for students, professionals, and
academics. Know the language, use it confidently, and produce great writing.

words to use in college essays: Automated Evaluation of Text and Discourse with
Coh-Metrix Danielle S. McNamara, Arthur C. Graesser, Philip M. McCarthy, Zhigiang Cai,
2014-03-24 This book describes Coh-Metrix, a powerful computational tool that provides a wide
range of language and discourse measures.

words to use in college essays: CliffsNotes AP English Language and Composition, 5th
Edition Barbara V. Swovelin, 2019 Your complete guide to a higher score on the AP English
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