word choice definition literature

word choice definition literature is a fundamental concept in literary analysis that refers to the
author’s deliberate selection of words to convey meaning, evoke emotions, and create imagery.
Understanding word choice in literature involves examining how specific vocabulary contributes to
tone, style, and the overall impact of a text. This article explores the essential elements of word
choice, its definition within literary contexts, and its significance in shaping readers’ interpretations.
Additionally, the discussion will cover various types of diction, the effect of connotation and
denotation, and how word choice influences voice and mood. By analyzing these aspects, readers
gain deeper insight into how writers craft their works to communicate complex ideas effectively. The
following sections provide a comprehensive overview of word choice definition literature, including
practical examples and critical considerations.

e Understanding Word Choice in Literature

e The Role of Diction in Literary Works

e Connotation and Denotation: Impact on Meaning
e Word Choice and Literary Devices

e Effect of Word Choice on Tone and Mood

e Analyzing Word Choice in Different Literary Genres

Understanding Word Choice in Literature

Word choice in literature refers to the specific selection of words and phrases an author uses to
express ideas, emotions, and themes. It is a deliberate process that influences the clarity,
effectiveness, and aesthetic quality of a text. Authors consider factors such as the audience, purpose,
and context when choosing words, making word choice an integral part of literary craftsmanship. The
definition of word choice in literature extends beyond mere vocabulary; it encompasses the subtleties
of language that shape meaning and reader response.

The Importance of Precision in Word Choice

Precision in word choice ensures that the intended message is accurately conveyed. In literature, a
single word can alter the tone or suggest multiple layers of meaning. Writers often select words that
carry specific connotations or evoke particular imagery to guide the reader’s interpretation. This
precision helps avoid ambiguity and enhances the depth of the narrative.



Word Choice as a Reflection of Authorial Intent

The words an author selects reflect their intentions and artistic goals. Whether aiming to create
suspense, humor, or empathy, word choice is a powerful tool that shapes the reader’s experience. It
also reveals aspects of the author’s style and worldview, making it a critical focus for literary analysis.

The Role of Diction in Literary Works

Diction is a closely related concept that refers to the style of speaking or writing based on the choice
of words. It encompasses vocabulary, phrasing, and sentence structure, contributing significantly to
the voice and tone of a literary piece. Understanding diction provides insight into how word choice
functions within a broader linguistic framework.

Types of Diction

Diction can be categorized into various types, each serving distinct purposes in literature:

e Formal diction: Utilizes sophisticated and precise language, often found in academic or
serious texts.

¢ Informal diction: Reflects conversational or colloquial language, creating a relaxed or intimate
tone.

¢ Abstract diction: Involves words describing ideas or concepts rather than concrete objects.
e Concrete diction: Focuses on tangible, sensory details to create vivid imagery.

* Technical diction: Uses specialized vocabulary related to a particular field or subject.

How Diction Influences Reader Perception

The choice of diction shapes how readers perceive characters, settings, and events. For example,
formal diction may lend authority to a narrator, while informal diction can create relatability. By
analyzing diction, readers can uncover underlying themes and emotional nuances embedded in the
text.

Connotation and Denotation: Impact on Meaning

Word choice definition literature often involves understanding the difference between connotation
and denotation, two fundamental aspects of language that affect interpretation. Denotation refers to
the literal, dictionary meaning of a word, while connotation encompasses the emotional and cultural
associations attached to it.



Denotation: The Literal Meaning

Denotation provides the basic, explicit meaning of a word. It is essential for establishing clear
communication and is typically the starting point for understanding word choice in literature.
However, relying solely on denotation may overlook the richness of language.

Connotation: Emotional and Cultural Nuance

Connotation adds depth by bringing in implied meanings, emotions, or values connected to a word.
For example, the word “home” denotes a place where one lives but connotes warmth, safety, and
family. Writers use connotation strategically to evoke specific responses and create layered
meanings.

Examples of Connotation vs. Denotation in Literature

e “Childlike” - Denotation: resembling a child; Connotation: innocence or naivety.

e “Stubborn” - Denotation: refusing to change one’s mind; Connotation: negative trait implying
inflexibility.

e “Youthful” - Denotation: having qualities of youth; Connotation: positive traits such as energy
and vitality.

Word Choice and Literary Devices

Word choice is closely intertwined with various literary devices that enhance the texture and impact
of a text. Writers employ figurative language, symbolism, and other techniques that depend heavily
on careful vocabulary selection.

Figurative Language and Word Choice

Metaphors, similes, personification, and other figurative devices rely on specific words to create vivid
comparisons and imaginative effects. The chosen words must resonate with the intended imagery and
emotional tone, making word choice critical in crafting figurative language.

Symbolism Through Vocabulary

Certain words carry symbolic meaning beyond their surface definition. Authors select these words
deliberately to represent larger ideas, themes, or motifs. Understanding the symbolic weight of
particular word choices enriches literary interpretation.



Alliteration, Assonance, and Sound Devices

Sound-based literary devices also depend on word choice to achieve rhythm, mood, or emphasis. The
repetition of consonant or vowel sounds can influence how readers experience the text's musicality
and flow.

Effect of Word Choice on Tone and Mood

The tone and mood of a literary work are significantly shaped by word choice definition literature.
Tone refers to the author’s attitude toward the subject, while mood describes the atmosphere
experienced by the reader. Both are created and manipulated through vocabulary.

Establishing Tone Through Vocabulary

Authors select words that reflect attitudes such as sarcasm, seriousness, joy, or melancholy. For
example, harsh, blunt words may establish a critical or angry tone, while gentle, soft words can evoke
tenderness or nostalgia.

Creating Mood with Word Choice

The mood is the emotional environment of a story or poem. Word choice influences mood by invoking
sensory details and emotional cues that immerse readers. Dark, ominous words can create suspense
or fear, whereas bright, lively words foster happiness or excitement.

Examples of Tone and Mood Influenced by Word Choice

n u

¢ A horror story using words like “creeping,
suspense.

whisper,” and “shadow” to generate fear and
¢ A romantic poem employing words such as “gentle,” “warm,” and “embrace” to evoke love and
intimacy.

¢ A satire featuring exaggerated, absurd vocabulary to convey humor and criticism.

Analyzing Word Choice in Different Literary Genres

Word choice varies widely across literary genres, reflecting the conventions and purposes unique to
each form. Understanding these differences is essential for interpreting texts accurately and
appreciating the diversity of literary expression.



Word Choice in Poetry

Poetry often demands precise and evocative word choice due to its condensed form. Poets select
words for sound, rhythm, and multiple layers of meaning, making diction a central element of poetic
craft.

Word Choice in Prose

In novels and short stories, word choice contributes to character development, setting, and plot
progression. Writers balance clarity with artistic expression to engage readers and convey complex
narratives.

Word Choice in Drama

Dramatic works rely on dialogue and stage directions, where word choice defines character voice and
advances the thematic content. The spoken nature of drama makes word selection crucial for
performance and audience impact.

Word Choice in Nonfiction

Nonfiction genres such as essays and biographies adopt specific word choices to inform, persuade, or
explain. Precision and clarity are prioritized, but effective nonfiction also uses evocative language to
maintain reader interest.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of word choice in literature?

Word choice in literature refers to the selection of specific words by an author to convey meaning,
tone, and style effectively within a text.

Why is word choice important in literary writing?

Word choice is important because it shapes the reader's understanding, evokes emotions, and
establishes the tone and voice of the narrative.

How does word choice affect the tone of a literary work?

Word choice affects tone by using words with particular connotations and emotional weight, thereby
influencing how the reader perceives the mood or attitude of the text.

Can word choice influence the theme of a literary piece?

Yes, deliberate word choice can highlight and reinforce the central themes by emphasizing key ideas



and creating symbolic meanings.

What are some examples of effective word choice in
literature?

Examples include using vivid adjectives, strong verbs, and precise nouns that create clear imagery
and enhance the reader's experience, such as Shakespeare’s poetic diction or Hemingway's concise
language.

How does word choice differ between genres in literature?

Word choice varies by genre to meet audience expectations and stylistic conventions, for example,
formal and complex vocabulary in literary fiction versus simple and direct language in young adult
fiction.

What role does word choice play in character development?

Word choice reveals characters’ personalities, backgrounds, and emotions through their dialogue and
narration, helping readers understand and connect with them.

How can writers improve their word choice skills?

Writers can improve word choice by reading widely, expanding their vocabulary, practicing precise
language use, and revising drafts to select words that best fit the desired tone and meaning.

Additional Resources

1. Words That Matter: The Art of Precise Language

This book explores the importance of choosing the right words to convey meaning effectively. It
delves into nuances of synonyms, connotations, and the impact of word choice on tone and clarity.
Readers will find practical advice for refining their vocabulary to enhance both written and spoken
communication.

2. The Power of Words: Understanding Definitions in Literature

Focusing on how definitions shape literary interpretation, this book examines the role of diction in
character development and thematic expression. It offers insights into how authors use specific word
choices to evoke emotions and create vivid imagery. Literary examples from classic and
contemporary works illustrate these concepts.

3. Precision in Language: A Guide to Word Choice and Meaning

Designed for writers and editors, this guide emphasizes the significance of precise word selection to
avoid ambiguity and enhance readability. It covers various aspects of semantics, including denotation
and connotation, and provides exercises to practice distinguishing subtle differences in word
meanings.

4. Choosing Words Wisely: A Writer’s Handbook
This practical handbook provides strategies for selecting words that best fit the context, audience,
and purpose of a text. It highlights common pitfalls in word choice and offers tips for expanding



vocabulary without sacrificing clarity. The book also includes examples from diverse genres to
demonstrate effective usage.

5. The Language of Definition: Exploring Word Origins and Usage

By tracing the etymology and evolution of words, this book uncovers the layers of meaning behind
everyday vocabulary. It helps readers understand how historical and cultural contexts influence word
definitions and their literary applications. The book encourages a deeper appreciation of language’s
richness.

6. Words in Context: Defining Meaning in Literary Texts

This volume addresses how context affects the interpretation of word meanings within literature. It
discusses polysemy, ambiguity, and figurative language, showing how authors manipulate definitions
to create multiple layers of significance. Case studies from poetry and prose provide practical
illustrations.

7. Effective Word Choice: Enhancing Clarity and Style

Focusing on clarity and stylistic impact, this book teaches writers how to select words that strengthen
their voice and message. It explores the balance between simplicity and sophistication in word choice,
aiming to improve both technical and creative writing. Exercises and examples help reinforce key
concepts.

8. Defining Words: An Introduction to Lexicography and Semantics

This introductory text offers a comprehensive overview of how words are defined and classified in

dictionaries and linguistic studies. It explains the principles of lexicography and semantic analysis,
providing insights into the challenges of capturing word meanings accurately. The book is ideal for
language enthusiasts and students.

9. Nuances of Meaning: The Role of Word Choice in Literary Expression

Examining subtle differences between similar words, this book highlights how nuanced word choice
shapes literary style and reader response. It explores techniques authors use to create mood, tone,
and voice through diction. Readers gain a deeper understanding of how small shifts in word selection
can transform a text’s impact.
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undoubtedly serve as the best preparation material for aspirants. This book is an engaging quiz
eBook for all and offers something for everyone. This book will satisfy the curiosity of most students
while also challenging their trivia skills and introducing them to new information. Use this
invaluable book to test your subject-matter expertise. Multiple-choice exams are a common
assessment method that all prospective candidates must be familiar with in today?s academic
environment. Although the majority of students are accustomed to this MCQ format, many are not
well-versed in it. To achieve success in MCQ tests, quizzes, and trivia challenges, one requires
test-taking techniques and skills in addition to subject knowledge. It also provides you with the skills
and information you need to achieve a good score in challenging tests or competitive examinations.
Whether you have studied the subject on your own, read for pleasure, or completed coursework, it
will assess your knowledge and prepare you for competitive exams, quizzes, trivia, and more.

word choice definition literature: The Routledge Handbook of Literary Geographies Neal
Alexander, David Cooper, 2024-08-09 The Routledge Handbook of Literary Geographies provides a
comprehensive overview of recent research and a range of innovative ways of thinking literature and
geography together. It maps the history of literary geography and identifies key developments and
debates in the field. Written by leading and emerging scholars from around the world, the 38
chapters are organised into six themed sections, which consider: differing critical methodologies;
keywords and concepts; literary geography in the light of literary history; a variety of places, spaces,
and landforms; the significance of literary forms and genres; and the role of literary geographies
beyond the academy. Presenting the work of scholars from different disciplinary backgrounds, each
section offers readers new angles from which to view the convergence of literary creativity and
geographical thought. Collectively, the contributors also address some of the major issues of our
time including the climate emergency, movement and migration, and the politics of place. Literary
geography is a dynamic interdisciplinary field dedicated to exploring the complex relationships
between geography and literature. This cutting-edge collection will be an essential resource for
undergraduate and postgraduate students in both Geography and Literary Studies, and scholars
interested in the evolving interface between the two disciplines.

word choice definition literature: The Anthology in Jewish Literature David Stern,
2004-10-07 The anthology has been a ubiquitous presence in Jewish literature throughout its history,
and has played a seminal role in the creation, transmission, and preservation of Jewish culture since
ancient times. This book comprises 18 essays devoted to anthological works in Jewish literature from
the Bible to the present.

word choice definition literature: Reading Reconsidered Doug Lemov, Colleen Driggs,
Erica Woolway, 2016-02-11 TEACH YOUR STUDENTS TO READ WITH PRECISION AND INSIGHT
The world we are preparing our students to succeed in is one bound together by words and phrases.
Our students learn their literature, history, math, science, or art via a firm foundation of strong
reading skills. When we teach students to read with precision, rigor, and insight, we are truly
handing over the key to the kingdom. Of all the subjects we teach reading is first among equals.
Grounded in advice from effective classrooms nationwide, enhanced with more than 40 video clips,
Reading Reconsidered takes you into the trenches with actionable guidance from real-life educators
and instructional champions. The authors address the anxiety-inducing world of Common Core State
Standards, distilling from those standards four key ideas that help hone teaching practices both
generally and in preparation for assessments. This 'Core of the Core' comprises the first half of the
book and instructs educators on how to teach students to: read harder texts, 'closely read' texts
rigorously and intentionally, read nonfiction more effectively, and write more effectively in direct
response to texts. The second half of Reading Reconsidered reinforces these principles, coupling
them with the 'fundamentals' of reading instruction—a host of techniques and subject specific tools
to reconsider how teachers approach such essential topics as vocabulary, interactive reading, and
student autonomy. Reading Reconsidered breaks an overly broad issue into clear, easy-to-implement
approaches. Filled with practical tools, including: 44 video clips of exemplar teachers demonstrating
the techniques and principles in their classrooms (note: for online access of this content, please visit



my.teachlikeachampion.com) Recommended book lists Downloadable tips and templates on key
topics like reading nonfiction, vocabulary instruction, and literary terms and definitions. Reading
Reconsidered provides the framework necessary for teachers to ensure that students forge futures
as lifelong readers.

word choice definition literature: Reading Assessment, Third Edition JoAnne Schudt
Caldwell, 2014-03-01 This trusted practitioner guide and course text helps K-8 teachers utilize
assessment as an integral component of classroom instruction. It guides teachers step by step to
recognize good reader behaviors, assess students' strengths and weaknesses, and make
evidence-based instructional decisions. Formal and informal measures are discussed for evaluating
specific components of literacy, with a focus on the Common Core State Standards (CCSS). Every
chapter features activities for developing understanding; in-depth practice exercises are provided in
several appendices. Helpful reproducible tools can be photocopied from the book or downloaded and
printed in a convenient 8 1/2 x 11 size. New to This Edition *Chapter on major current initiatives:
the CCSS and response to intervention. *Extensive CCSS content woven throughout the book.
*Expanded coverage of vocabulary assessment, now in its own chapter. *Checklists to guide the
selection of high-quality published instruments.

word choice definition literature: Cracking the AP English Literature & Composition
Exam, 2018 Edition Princeton Review, 2017-10-03 EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO HELP SCORE A
PERFECT 5. Equip yourself to ace the AP English Literature Exam with The Princeton Review's
comprehensive study guide—including 2 full-length practice tests, thorough content reviews, access
to our AP Connect online portal, and targeted strategies for every section of the exam. This eBook
edition has been optimized for on-screen learning with cross-linked questions, answers, and
explanations. Written by Princeton Review experts who know their way around an essay, Cracking
the AP English Literature & Composition Exam will give you: Techniques That Actually Work. e
Tried-and-true strategies to help you avoid traps and beat the test ¢ Tips for pacing yourself and
guessing logically * Essential tactics to help you work smarter, not harder Everything You Need to
Know to Help Achieve a High Score. * Comprehensive review of key literary devices and concepts *
Up-to-date information on the 2018 AP English Literature & Composition Exam ¢ Engaging activities
to help you critically assess your progress * Access to AP Connect, our online portal for helpful
pre-college information and exam updates Practice Your Way to Excellence. ¢ 2 full-length practice
tests with detailed answer explanations and scoring worksheets ¢ Practice drills for poetry and prose
passages * Sample essays with tips to help you effectively plan and organize your own writing on the
day of the exam

word choice definition literature: Sophisticated Speakers Carlo Vessella, 2018-01-09 This
book explores for the first time the relation between Atticist lexicography and the pronunciation of
Greek, an aspect of Atticism that has never been studied thouroughly before. It examines the ideas
of the Atticist about what Greek should sound like, drawing on Atticist lexicography as the main
source of information on the special pronunciation of the Atticist. The book addresses all scholars
with an interest in Atticism, Greek in the Imperial period, and linguistic purism more in general. It
sheds new light on an aspect of Atticism that is otherwise poorly attested, and complements the
existiting study on later Greek and the impact of Atticism in the history of the Greek language.

word choice definition literature: Early Modern English Alexander Bergs, Laurel Brinton,
2017-10-23 This volume provides a comprehensive account of Early Modern English, organized by
linguistic level. The volume not only presents detailed outlines of the traditional language levels, it
also explores key questions and debates, such as do-periphrasis, the Great Vowel Shift, pronouns
and relativization, literary language (including the language of Shakespeare), and sociolinguistics,
including contact and standardization.

word choice definition literature: Interpreting Literature With Children Shelby A. Wolf,
2014-04-04 A remarkable book that addresses the ways in children respond to literature across a
variety of everyday classroom situations. The result is a balanced resource for teachers who want to
deepen their understanding of literature and literary engagement.



word choice definition literature: Law and Literature Lenora Ledwon, 2015-06-03 First
published in 1996. The first anthology of its kind in this dynamic new field of study, this volume
offers students the best of both worlds-theory and literature. Organized around specific themes to
facilitate use of the text in a variety of courses, the material is highly accessible to undergraduates
and is suitable as well for graduate students and law students. The anthology includes important
articles by key figures in the law and literature debate, and presents seven thematically arranged
sections that: Survey the various theoretical perspectives that inform the relationship of law and
literature Examine the interplay of ethics, law, and justice * Highlight the great scope and variety of
the law's contributions to the creation of a world view * Illustrate various legal approaches to
punishment * Detail and analyze the law's inherent capacity for the oppression of individuals and
groups * Demonstrate that law is grounded in language and storytelling * Show that despite its
solemnity, the law has a comic side Each section includes excerpts from poetry, drama, fiction, and
nonfiction. The excerpts include writings addressing the law's impact on the outsider (women,
Native Americans, Hispanics, African Americans, and homosexuals), as well as writings by lawyers,
judges, and law professors, giving the reader an insider's view of the legal system. The selections
range from Plato to John Barth and Wallace Stevens. At this time of increased interest in the quality
of legal writing, this course material illustrates the importance of language, word choice, metaphor,
and narrative. It demonstrates the practical application of literary effects, techniques, and devices,
and provides valuable insights into law as a vital component of the social fabric. SPECIAL
FEATURES All law schools that do not already have one in place are required to institute a course in
Law and Literature. This new anthology is the first of its kind, and has been specifically designed to
meet the requirements of a Law and Literature course * Selections from judges, lawyers, and
professors of law give students an insider's view of the legal system * Chronological coverage-from
Plato to such 20th-century writers as John Barth and Wallace Stevens-offers students a broad range
of selections that examine the relationship between law, justice, ethics, and literature * Multicultural
writings address the law's capacity for the oppression of individuals and groups, including women,
Native Americans, African Americans, Hispanics, and homosexuals * Law and punishment-several
selections examine this area from various points of view. Suitable for courses in: Law and literature
courses in law schools and undergraduate divisions as well as interdisciplinary courses in English
literature.

word choice definition literature: Fostering Writing in Today's Classroom Richard
Gentry, Vickie Wallace-Nesler, 2014-06-01 This focused resource from experts in teaching writing
helps develop enthusiastic and efficient writers through classroom-tested methods that support all
students. Its research-based strategies and proven best practices in writing instruction help
educators meet the demands of today's new and challenging standards while developing purposeful
writers. This book provides high-quality support in areas such as writer's workshop, the writing
process, the traits of good writing, assessment, classroom organization, and the use of appropriate
writing assignments. Using the strategies, tips, and resources in this book, you can transform
students into college- and career-ready writers.

word choice definition literature: On Translation Xu Jun, 2025-06-30 This book presents a
fresh perspective on translation, exploring it as a complex process of cultural exchange involving
both language and culture. The author examines the core aspects of translation, including its nature
and procedures, key factors, text selection and approaches. It also examines the internal tensions
and dynamics between authors, translators and readers, and the value system of translation
criticism. The book also illustrates the role of culture in translation, discussing the cultural
information embedded in language, the relationship between culture and meaning, the cultural
interpretation of meaning and texts, the intersection of translation and cultural psychology, and the
principles and methods of translation studies from a cultural perspective. By developing a systematic
theoretical framework, the book aims to present translation as a complex facet of intercultural
communication. This insightful work will appeal to scholars, students, translators and anyone
interested in translation theory, translation studies and intercultural communication.



word choice definition literature: The Reading Intervention Toolkit Robb, Laura, 2017-03-01
In this must-read book, Laura Robb uses what she's learned from her vast teaching experience to
provide the research-based tools needed to improve students' reading comprehension. This practical
resource offers classroom-tested interventions to use with struggling readers provided in 5-, 10 to
15-, and 30 to 40-minute settings. It provides support for everything from assessment to
management and implementation, to support students' comprehension of both literary and
informational text. This book also demonstrates how teachers can learn about students’ reading
needs through their writing about reading and offers practical suggestions for differentiating
reading instruction to reach the needs of all readers. The Reading Intervention Toolkit offers student
work examples, prompts and sample think-alouds, fiction and nonfiction text passages, data
collection/observation forms, and scaffolds to use with each intervention.

word choice definition literature: CliffsNotes® Praxis II®: Elementary Education (0011,
0012, 0014) Test Prep Jocelyn L. Paris, 2012

word choice definition literature: ,

word choice definition literature: The Great Gilly Hopkins - Literature Kit Gr. 5-6
Marie-Helen Goyetche, 2006-11-01 Discover the importance of family, friendships, and what it
means to be loved by those around. Present new vocabulary words in a variety of ways to ensure
students are excited to expand their literacy skills. Find the antonym for each word. Match words to
their definitions, then identify their part of speech. Explore character motivations by stating why
Gilly didn't tell Trotter who the visitor was. Explain the expression demon possession by writing a
story based on this idea. Write a personal reflection on the poem found in the story. Conduct a class
survey on things considered to be important in daily life. Aligned to your State Standards, additional
crossword, word search, comprehension quiz and answer key are also included. About the Novel: A
story about a bold and brazen eleven-year-old girl-and foster child-who has great expectations about
life. Gilly runs away from her foster home looking for her real mother. Not finding her, she begins to
adjust to life with the foster family. On Thanksgiving weekend, while Gilly is busy taking care of
everyone with the flu, Gilly’s grandmother shows up. She has come to take Gilly to live with her in
Virginia. Gilly must move to a new home against her will. She realizes how she is loved at the foster
house, and learns many valuable life lessons, relationships and prejudice.

word choice definition literature: When You Reach Me - Literature Kit Gr. 5-6 Nat Reed,
2011-10-17 Enter a strange world of time travel and mystery, all surrounding one girl. Use a variety
of activities to help students figure out the mystery of the novel. Predict what will happen with Julia
and Miranda's relationship once their conflict comes out in the open. Figure out what book Miranda
is reading to Belle based on the clues from the story. Identify the instructions given to Miranda in
the second note. Write sentences using vocabulary words found in the reading. Explain who the
laughing man is, his purpose, and the steps he took to prepare Miranda for his mission. Explore
racial prejudice in the novel through the eyes of Miranda, and write a letter to Jimmy sharing your
feelings on the subject. Aligned to your State Standards, additional crossword, word search,
comprehension quiz and answer key are also included. About the Novel: When You Reach Me is a
Newbery Medal-winning story about a young girl and her New York City world. Miranda lives in a
run-down apartment with her mother in New York City during the 1970s. Propelled by interesting
characters, Miranda’s world starts to unravel, as her friend Sal gets punched by a kid on the street
for no reason and stops talking to Miranda; her mother’s hidden emergency key is stolen; and a
mysterious note arrives claiming to save her friend’s life. In the background is a subplot involving
Miranda’s mother’s upcoming appearance on the television show, The $20,000 Pyramid.

word choice definition literature: English Language Arts, Grade 7 Module 3A PCG
Education, 2015-12-16 Paths to College and Career Jossey-Bass and PCG Education are proud to
bring the Paths to College and Career English Language Arts (ELA) curriculum and professional
development resources for grades 6-12 to educators across the country. Originally developed for
EngageNY and written with a focus on the shifts in instructional practice and student experiences
the standards require, Paths to College and Career includes daily lesson plans, guiding questions,



recommended texts, scaffolding strategies and other classroom resources. Paths to College and
Career is a concrete and practical ELA instructional program that engages students with compelling
and complex texts. At each grade level, Paths to College and Career delivers a yearlong curriculum
that develops all students' ability to read closely and engage in text-based discussions, build
evidence-based claims and arguments, conduct research and write from sources, and expand their
academic vocabulary. Paths to College and Career's instructional resources address the needs of all
learners, including students with disabilities, English language learners, and gifted and talented
students. This enhanced curriculum provides teachers with freshly designed Teacher Guides that
make the curriculum more accessible and flexible, a Teacher Resource Book for each module that
includes all of the materials educators need to manage instruction, and Student Journals that give
students learning tools for each module and a single place to organize and document their learning.
As the creators of the Paths ELA curriculum for grades 6-12, PCG Education provides a professional
learning program that ensures the success of the curriculum. The program includes: Nationally
recognized professional development from an organization that has been immersed in the new
standards since their inception. Blended learning experiences for teachers and leaders that enrich
and extend the learning. A train-the-trainer program that builds capacity and provides resources and
individual support for embedded leaders and coaches. Paths offers schools and districts a unique
approach to ensuring college and career readiness for all students, providing state-of-the-art
curriculum and state-of-the-art implementation.

word choice definition literature: We Dream of Space - Literature Kit Gr. 5-6 Lisa
Renaud, 2023-09-21 Bring family members together who are determined to drift apart. The variety
of formats in comprehension questions and vocabulary help students better interact with the novel.
Predict how Bird’s science team will get along as the project continues. Think of a time when you
regretted something you did and what impact your actions had on the other person. Identify
statements about the sibling’s lives as true or false. Describe how the family reacts to Bird after the
Challenger disaster. Write your own astrogram to potential life forms outside of Earth. Record traits
of an astronaut on the provided outline. Traits should include skills and personality. Aligned to your
State Standards and written to Bloom's Taxonomy, our worksheets incorporate a variety of
scaffolding strategies along with additional crossword, word search, comprehension quiz and answer
key. About the Novel: We Dream of Space takes place in 1986 and uses the Challenger disaster as a
backdrop. Focusing on the Nelson family, brothers Cash, Fitch, and sister Bird describe their
struggles at school and at home. Cash is the oldest and wants to be on the basketball team. Due to
his poor grades, Cash is removed from the team, and now has to search for something else he is
good at. Fitch has a temper. He has a hard time keeping it in control. When a girl in his class gets a
crush on him, he explodes and humiliates her. Bird is Fitch’s twin sister. She is studious and hopes
to be the first female shuttle commander. Her hopes and dreams are crushed when she witnesses
the events of the Challenger disaster. The three siblings struggle at home, where their parents argue
all the time. The family acts as planets drifting around each other in their own orbits.
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