
wolf in lakota language
wolf in lakota language is a phrase that opens a window into the rich
linguistic and cultural heritage of the Lakota people. Understanding how the
wolf is named and perceived in the Lakota language offers insights into the
tribe’s deep connection with nature and the symbolic significance of animals
in their worldview. This article will explore the Lakota term for wolf, its
pronunciation, and its cultural context. Additionally, it will delve into the
spiritual symbolism of the wolf among the Lakota and how this majestic animal
features in their stories, traditions, and language. Readers will gain a
comprehensive understanding of the wolf’s role both linguistically and
culturally within the Lakota community. The following sections provide a
structured exploration of these themes.

The Lakota Word for Wolf

Pronunciation and Linguistic Details

Cultural Significance of the Wolf in Lakota Traditions

Spiritual Symbolism of the Wolf

Usage of Wolf in Lakota Language and Stories

The Lakota Word for Wolf
The Lakota language, part of the Siouan language family, has a specific term
for the animal known in English as the wolf. The Lakota word for wolf is
šúŋkawakȟáŋ. This term holds more than just a literal meaning; it
encapsulates the spiritual and cultural essence attributed to the wolf by the
Lakota people. Understanding this word requires exploring its components and
the broader linguistic framework in which it exists.

Meaning of šúŋkawakȟáŋ
The word šúŋkawakȟáŋ can be broken down into parts that reflect the Lakota’s
perspective on the animal. The root šúŋka means “dog,” and wakȟáŋ translates
to “sacred” or “holy.” Thus, the term literally means “sacred dog,”
highlighting the reverence the Lakota hold for the wolf. This linguistic
construction conveys both respect and a recognition of the wolf’s spiritual
importance in Lakota culture.



Other Related Terms
In addition to šúŋkawakȟáŋ, the Lakota language includes other words relating
to dogs and wild canines, reflecting the nuanced distinctions made between
domestic dogs and wolves or coyotes. Some of these terms include:

Šúŋka – dog

Šúŋkawakháŋ – sacred dog, referring to wolf

Makhpíya – coyote

These distinctions are important in understanding how the Lakota classify and
perceive different animals linguistically and symbolically.

Pronunciation and Linguistic Details
The pronunciation of the Lakota word for wolf, šúŋkawakȟáŋ, reflects the
unique phonetic characteristics of the Lakota language. It incorporates
nasalized vowels and glottalized consonants that are distinctive to this
Siouan tongue.

Phonetics of šúŋkawakȟáŋ
The word is pronounced approximately as “shoon-kah-wah-khan,” with the “š”
sounding like the English “sh.” The nasalized “úŋ” produces a nasal vowel
sound that is not typically found in English. The “ȟ” represents a voiceless
velar fricative, similar to the “ch” in the German “Bach.” Proper
pronunciation requires attention to these subtleties, which are critical for
accurate communication and preservation of the language.

Importance of Accurate Pronunciation
Accurate pronunciation of Lakota words like šúŋkawakȟáŋ is vital for cultural
preservation and respect. The Lakota language is endangered, and efforts to
revitalize and teach it emphasize correct phonetic use to maintain the
language’s integrity. Mispronunciation can lead to loss of meaning and
cultural nuance, which is why language learners and speakers are encouraged
to engage with native speakers and linguistic resources.

Cultural Significance of the Wolf in Lakota



Traditions
The wolf holds a prominent place in Lakota culture, embodying qualities that
are admired and respected. As a symbol, the wolf is intertwined with values
such as loyalty, courage, and intelligence, reflecting its behavior in the
natural world.

The Wolf as a Clan Symbol
Among the Lakota, the wolf is one of several animal clans, or “thiyóšpaye.”
Individuals belonging to the wolf clan carry a special connection to the
animal, which influences their identity and social responsibilities. The wolf
clan is associated with leadership, protection, and familial loyalty,
reflecting the pack behavior of wolves.

Role in Lakota Folklore
Wolf figures prominently in Lakota storytelling and oral traditions. Stories
often depict the wolf as a wise and noble creature, sometimes a helper or
guide to humans. These narratives serve to teach moral lessons and reinforce
cultural values, using the wolf’s traits as metaphors for human conduct.

Spiritual Symbolism of the Wolf
Spiritually, the wolf is considered a powerful totem animal in Lakota belief
systems. It embodies guidance, guardianship, and a deep connection to the
natural world.

Wolf as a Spiritual Guide
In Lakota spirituality, the wolf is often seen as a guide or protector
spirit. It is believed to help individuals navigate life’s challenges and
offer wisdom. The wolf’s keen senses and strong pack bonds symbolize
intuition and social harmony, qualities that are spiritually significant.

Connection to the Sacred
The sacred aspect of the wolf, reflected in the term šúŋkawakȟáŋ, highlights
its role in ceremonies and rituals. The wolf’s presence is invoked for
strength, protection, and spiritual insight. Its howling is sometimes
interpreted as a form of communication with the spirit world.



Usage of Wolf in Lakota Language and Stories
The wolf appears frequently in Lakota language expressions, proverbs, and
storytelling traditions, illustrating its integral role in daily life and
cultural identity.

Common Phrases and Expressions
The Lakota language includes various idioms and expressions involving the
wolf, often emphasizing qualities like bravery or loyalty. For example,
phrases that reference the wolf might be used to encourage courage or to
describe someone who acts wisely and with teamwork in mind.

Wolf in Contemporary Lakota Literature
Modern Lakota writers and educators continue to incorporate the wolf into
stories and educational materials to preserve cultural heritage. These works
help bridge traditional knowledge with contemporary contexts, ensuring that
the wolf’s symbolism remains vibrant and relevant.

Examples of Wolf-Related Proverbs

"He who runs with the wolf learns the way of the pack."

"The wolf’s strength lies in its unity."

"Wisdom is found in the eyes of the wolf."

These proverbs reflect the enduring respect for the wolf’s characteristics
and their application to human behavior and community values.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the word for 'wolf' in the Lakota language?
The word for 'wolf' in the Lakota language is 'šung'man'.

How is the wolf symbolically important in Lakota
culture?
In Lakota culture, the wolf is seen as a symbol of loyalty, strength, and
intelligence, often representing a teacher and a pathfinder.



Are there any Lakota legends or stories featuring
wolves?
Yes, many Lakota legends feature wolves as spiritual guides, protectors, and
important figures in teaching survival and community values.

How do you pronounce the Lakota word for wolf,
'šung'man'?
'Šung'man' is pronounced as 'shoong-mahn,' with the 'š' sounding like 'sh' in
'shoe.'

Is the wolf considered a totem animal in Lakota
beliefs?
Yes, the wolf is often regarded as a totem animal in Lakota spirituality,
symbolizing guidance, family loyalty, and keen instincts.

Can the word 'šung'man' be used in Lakota names or
ceremonies?
Yes, 'šung'man' can be incorporated into names and ceremonial contexts to
invoke the qualities of the wolf.

What role does the wolf play in Lakota spirituality
and rituals?
The wolf plays a role as a spirit guide and protector in Lakota rituals,
often invoked for strength, courage, and guidance.

Are there modern efforts to preserve the Lakota
language's terms for animals like the wolf?
Yes, there are ongoing initiatives by Lakota communities and language
preservation groups to teach and maintain traditional terms like 'šung'man'
for wolf.

How can someone learn more about the Lakota language
and the word for wolf?
Learning resources include Lakota language courses, cultural workshops, books
by Lakota authors, and online platforms dedicated to Lakota language
preservation.



Additional Resources
1. Šúŋka Wakíŋyaŋ: The Spirit of the Wolf
This book explores the deep spiritual connection between the Lakota people
and the wolf. It delves into traditional stories and teachings that highlight
the wolf's role as a guide and protector in Lakota culture. Readers will gain
insight into how the wolf embodies traits such as loyalty, strength, and
wisdom.

2. Wíyąka Šúŋka: The Lone Wolf’s Journey
A compelling narrative following the journey of a lone wolf, symbolizing
personal growth and self-discovery. Interwoven with Lakota myths, the story
emphasizes the importance of resilience and courage. The book serves as both
a cultural tale and a metaphor for overcoming challenges.

3. Šúŋka Iyáya: Wolf Songs of the Lakota
This collection features traditional Lakota songs and poems dedicated to the
wolf. It provides translations and explanations that reveal the wolf’s
significance in ceremonies and daily life. The lyrical compositions celebrate
the wolf’s spirit and its enduring presence in Lakota heritage.

4. Makȟóčhe Šúŋka: Wolves of the Lakota Homeland
An informative book about the natural history of wolves in the Lakota
territories. It combines ecological facts with indigenous perspectives,
showing how wolves and people have coexisted for centuries. The book also
discusses conservation efforts and the wolf’s role in maintaining balance in
nature.

5. Šúŋka Tȟašína: The Wolf’s Wisdom
This book gathers Lakota proverbs and teachings related to the wolf’s
behavior and characteristics. It emphasizes lessons on leadership,
cooperation, and survival drawn from observing wolves. The text is designed
to inspire readers to apply these teachings in their own lives.

6. Wówahwa Šúŋka: The Wolf’s Howl
A beautifully illustrated children’s book that introduces young readers to
the wolf’s symbolism in Lakota culture. Through simple language and vivid
images, it tells the story of a young wolf learning to find its place in the
world. The book promotes respect for nature and cultural traditions.

7. Tȟašína Wíčazo Šúŋka: The Wolf and the Sacred Pipe
This narrative recounts a legendary tale linking the wolf to the sacred pipe
ceremony of the Lakota people. It highlights the wolf’s role as a messenger
between the spiritual and physical worlds. The story enriches understanding
of Lakota spirituality and the significance of ritual.

8. Šúŋka Lúta: The Red Wolf’s Path
Focusing on the rare red wolf, this book combines folklore and scientific
research to explore its place in Lakota stories. It discusses the symbolism
of the red wolf as a unique and powerful figure. Readers learn about the
challenges faced by this animal and its cultural importance.



9. Wičháša Šúŋka: The Wolf Man’s Legacy
A biographical account of a Lakota elder known as the “Wolf Man” for his
profound knowledge of wolf behavior and traditions. The book shares his
teachings and experiences, preserving oral histories related to wolves. It
serves as a bridge connecting past and present Lakota wolf wisdom.
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  wolf in lakota language: Proud Wolf's Woman Karen Kay, 2020-12-20 Proud Wolf’s Woman
He rescued her from slavery…now he is captive to desire. Lakota Warriors, Book 2 Stolen from a
cruel husband by the savage Kiowa, Julia Wilson’s life has gone from bad to worse. Just when she
has reached the end of her endurance, salvation rides into camp. Neeheeowee, a proud Cheyenne
brave who once filled her young heart with romantic dreams, has come to save her from
everything—except the flames of desire that still burn. Bitter and intent on vengeance against the
man who killed his wife and unborn child, Neeheeowee has no room in his heart for love. His
captured ponies and treasured robes were supposed to be traded for Kiowa weapons. Instead, to his
annoyance, he must trade everything for his old friend’s life. Hard as he tries to hang on to his anger
at being set off his mission, he cannot deny that he yearns for the woman whose gentle, healing
presence reminds him that happiness might exist beyond revenge. Her lips tease him with passion
he dare not risk, for those who are long dead still haunt him. To take the love she offers risks his
honor—perhaps his very life. This book has been previously published. Warning: Sensuous romance
might cause one to go West to find one’s own true love.
  wolf in lakota language: Spiritual Warfare Eagle Feather, 2018-04-03 Surrounded by street
wars and gang violence, Joshua Lone Wolf dwells in a foul and brutal existence. Haunted by a tragic
past of senseless violence, he fights valiantly against the forces of darkness in order to maintain his
sanity. But the voices of the dead taunt him at every turn. In an epic battle of love and hate, journey
with this young thug as he climbs the ranks of the drug trade, copes with the betrayal of a friend,
and struggles with the definition of love.
  wolf in lakota language: Iron Wolf's Bride Karen Kay, I will return to you, my love… Jane
Glenforest's father believed she was too young to marry, so he’d stolen her and her newborn son
away from the handsome Assiniboine Indian she’d wed and taken her to Surrey, England. In spite of
divorce papers and rumors he’s wed another, Jane’s never forgotten the man who’d stolen her heart
and given her son legitimacy. When Buffalo Bill's Wild West show comes to England—bringing her
ex-husband with it—Jane’s curious to see her lost love, in spite of her new fiancé. Although Iron
Wolf's purpose in working for Bill Cody's Wild West show is to fulfill his father's vision to find and
stop a deceiver, he fell in love with and married Jane Glenforest. But, no sooner had Jane given birth
than her father stole her away. Now, a few years later, Iron Wolf is coming to England with the hope
of rekindling the love he once knew with Jane. However, instead of love, he finds his wife loathes
him, believing he has married another. And, when he discovers she is engaged to another man, he
declares war on both her and the fiancé. But when their son is kidnapped, Jane and Iron Wolf must
work together to rescue him. And, as danger escalates, they discover trusting each other might be
the only way to save their son. Will Jane and Iron Wolf learn to forgive one another, to reignite the
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embers of a passion that never died, or will the lies of a deceiver destroy their love forever?
Warning: Rediscovered love might cause sleepless nights spent in the arms of one's true love.
  wolf in lakota language: The Wisdom of Wolves Jamie Dutcher, Jim Dutcher, 2018-03-06 From
the world-famous couple who lived alongside a three-generation wolf pack, this book of inspiration,
drawn from the wild, will fascinate animal and nature lovers alike. For six years Jim and Jamie
Dutcher lived intimately with a pack of wolves, gaining their trust as no one has before. In this book
the Dutchers reflect on the virtues they observed in wolf society and behavior. Each chapter
exemplifies a principle, such as kindness, teamwork, playfulness, respect, curiosity, and compassion.
Their heartfelt stories combine into a thought-provoking meditation on the values shared between
the human and the animal world. Occasional photographs bring the wolves and their behaviors into
absorbing focus.
  wolf in lakota language: Buffalo Wolf Colin Bainbridge, 2016-12-01 John Creed is a loner, a
buffalo wolf - till he meets Polly Chantry. Each of them has a reason to be making their separate
ways from Tamarack Creek to the diggings. Creed has letters to deliver. Polly is looking for her
father. Then fate throws them together as they struggle to get through. At the diggings they meet
with Timber Wolf Flynn and his Sauk wife, White Fawn, but there is no sign of Polly's father. Creed
and Polly set out on a double mission; to find Polly's father and acquire weapons to help the
prospectors fight off the increasing threat from the outlaws. Their quest leads them high into the
mountains and a frightening discovery at Gaunt's Peak. From there the trail leads to an unexpected
encounter with the Sioux and another confrontation with the outlaws, before the decisive showdown
and a shattering denouement back at the diggings. At the end, will Creed still be a buffalo wolf?
  wolf in lakota language: Handbook of American Folklore Richard M. Dorson, 1986-02-22
Includes material on interpretation methods and presentation of research.
  wolf in lakota language: Sky Wolf's Call Eldon Yellowhorn, Kathy Lowinger, 2022-04-05 From
healing to astronomy to our connection to the natural world, the lessons from Indigenous knowledge
inform our learning and practices today. How do knowledge systems get passed down over
generations? Through the knowledge inherited from their Elders and ancestors, Indigenous Peoples
throughout North America have observed, practiced, experimented, and interacted with plants,
animals, the sky, and the waters over millennia. Knowledge keepers have shared their wisdom with
younger people through oral history, stories, ceremonies, and records that took many forms. In Sky
Wolf’s Call, award-winning author team of Eldon Yellowhorn and Kathy Lowinger reveal how
Indigenous knowledge comes from centuries of practices, experiences, and ideas gathered by people
who have a long history with the natural world. Indigenous knowledge is explored through the use of
fire and water, the acquisition of food, the study of astronomy, and healing practices. *A Junior
Library Guild Gold Standard Selection
  wolf in lakota language: Savage Destiny C. Millien, 2006-11 A story of friendship, loyalty and
love takes you into the lives of a frontier family and the ties that bind them to people very different
from themselves. Tom McKale is a man who believes in equality for all men. When he is granted a
job as Indian agent for the government, his dream is realized. Finally, he will be able to help the
people his grandfather taught him to respect and understand. Red Wolf is medicineman and chief of
a small band of Lakota. His way of life is disappearing. His people are dying off. Only a miracle will
save them. Tom McKale's first meeting with the son of the Indian responsible for saving his
grandfather's life years before was pre-destined. Red Wolf was shot, bleeding and left for dead on
the trail. Till the brother he saw in a vision happens upon him. Fate brings the two men together.
Friendship strengthens the bond between them and their families. But destiny weaves their lives
together forever in a pattern that can never be torn apart.
  wolf in lakota language: Sentness Kim Hammond, Darren Cronshaw, 2014-02-10 What is at
the heart of the church's work in the world? It's not church-as-usual, that's for sure. In defiance of
the temptations to make the church all about its members, Kim Hammond and Darren Cronshaw call
us to embrace our sentness, to follow Jesus into our world and call it to faith.
  wolf in lakota language: Running with Wolves Jamie Dutcher, 2019-01-08 Discover the wonder



of wolves from Emmy-award winning filmmakers Jim and Jamie Dutcher as they tell their story of the
six years they watched, learned about, and lived with the Sawtooth wolf pack. Adventure, friendship,
and family come together in this riveting memoir as two award-winning filmmakers take you through
the experience of the years they spent living in the wild with a real-life wolf pack. Jim and Jamie set
out to show the world that instead of fearsome beasts, wolves are social, complex, and incredible
creatures that deserve our protection. Deep in the mountain wilderness of Idaho, they set up Wolf
Camp, where they spent years capturing the emotional, exciting, and sometimes heartbreaking story
of their pack. Meet Kamots, the fearless leader. Learn from wise Matsi. Explore the forest with shy
Lakota. And watch as adorable pups grow from silly siblings to a devoted pack. See how these brave
wolves overcome all odds, battling mountain lions and frigid temperatures. Most of all, discover the
surprising kindness, compassion, and devotion that Jim and Jamie discovered by living with wolves.
  wolf in lakota language: Code Talkers United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Indian
Affairs (1993- ), 2004
  wolf in lakota language: Edgewise Graham Masterton, 2017-05-18 Confront the power of a
spirit betrayed. Successful realtor Lily Blake is disturbed in the middle of the night by two masked
men who break into her home and kidnap her two children. The FBI can't find them, so Lily turns to
Native American PI John Shooks. He asks a Sioux shaman to summon up the Indian spirit, Wendigo,
to find them. But Lily's firm is trying to sell land that once belonged to the Sioux. Now Lily must
enter the destructive, cannibalistic world of the Wendigo where she will learn that you should never
underestimate the power and force of a spirit betrayed... 'One of the most original and frightening
storytellers of our time' PETER JAMES. 'A true master of horror' JAMES HERBERT.
  wolf in lakota language: Focus On: 100 Most Popular United States National Film
Registry Films Wikipedia contributors,
  wolf in lakota language: The Praeger Handbook on Contemporary Issues in Native
America Bruce E. Johansen, 2007-04-30 Most Americans know very little about Native America. For
many, most of their knowledge comes from an amalgam of three sources—a barely remembered
required history class in elementary school, Hollywood movies, and debates in the news media over
casinos or sports mascots. This two-volume set deals with these issues as well as with more
important topics of concern to the future of Native Americans, including their health, their
environment, their cultural heritage, their rights, and their economic sustainability. This two-volume
set is one of few guides to Native American revival in our time. It includes detailed descriptions of
efforts throughout North America regarding recovery of languages, trust funds, economic base, legal
infrastructure, and agricultural systems. The set also includes personal profiles of individuals who
have sparked renewal, from Sheila Watt-Cloutier, a leader among the Inuit whose people deal with
toxic chemicals and global warming, to Ernest Benedict and Ray Fadden, who brought pride to
Mohawk children long before the idea was popular. Also included are descriptions of struggles over
Indian mascots, establishment of multicultural urban centers, and ravages of uranium mining among
the Navajo. The set ends with a detailed development of contemporary themes in Native humor as a
coping mechanism. Delving occasionally into historical context, this set includes valuable
background information on present-day controversies that are often neglected by the news media.
For example, the current struggles to recover Native American trust funds and languages both
emerged from a cradle-to-grave control system developed by the U.S. and Canadian governments.
These efforts are part of a much broader Native American effort to recover from pervasive poverty
and reassert Native American economic independence. Is gambling an answer to poverty, the new
buffalo, as some Native Americans have called it? The largest Native American casino to date has
been the Pequots' Foxwoods, near Ledyard, Connecticut. In other places, such as the New York
Oneidas' lands in Upstate New York, gambling has provided an enriched upper class the means to
hire police to force anti-gambling traditionalists from their homes. Among the Mohawks at
Akwesasne, people have died over the issue. This two-volume set brings together all of these
struggles with the attention to detail they have always deserved and rarely received.
  wolf in lakota language: Why Animals Talk Arik Kershenbaum, 2024-08-06 Animal



communication doesn’t need to resemble human language to be full of meaning and nuance. Arik
Kershenbaum delivers an expert overview of the astonishing discoveries made in the last few
decades —Frans de Waal From leading zoologist Arik Kershenbaum, a delightful and
groundbreaking exploration of animal communication and its true meaning Animal communication
has forever seemed intelligible. We are surrounded by animals and the cacophony of sounds that
they make—from the chirping of songbirds to the growls of lions on the savanna—but we have yet to
fully understand why animals communicate the way they do. What are they saying? This is only part
of the mystery. To go deeper, we must also ask, what is motivating them? Why Animals Talk is an
exhilarating journey through the untamed world of animal communication. Following his
international bestseller, The Zoologist’s Guide to the Galaxy, acclaimed zoologist Arik Kershenbaum
draws on extensive original research to reveal how many of the animal kingdom’s most seemingly
confusing or untranslatable signals are in fact logical and consistent—and not that different from our
own. His fascinating deep dive into this timeless subject overturns decades of conventional wisdom,
inviting readers to experience for the first time communication through the minds of animals
themselves. From the majestic howls of wolves and the enchanting chatter of parrots to the melodic
clicks of dolphins and the spirited grunts of chimpanzees, these often strange expressions are far
from mere noise. In fact, they hold secrets that we are just beginning to decipher. It’s one of the
oldest mysteries that has haunted Homo sapiens for hundreds of thousands of years: Are animals
talking just like us, or are we the only animals on the planet to have our own language?
  wolf in lakota language: National Geographic Kids Chapters: Living With Wolves! Jim
Dutcher, Jamie Dutcher, 2016-12-13 Imagine living with a pack of wolves! For National Geographic
wildlife documentarians Jim and Jamie Dutcher, that dream came true. Join the Dutchers as they
discover what life is like among wolves in the western wilderness. Filled with engaging photos, fast
facts, and fascinating sidebars, readers will be howling for more.
  wolf in lakota language: Dream Catchers Gerald L. Guy, 2019-07-08 A 600-year-old shaman
of the Osage Nation is wreaking havoc in Wisconsin. As the body count grows, the press thinks a
werewolf might be stalking students at Marquette University. The Cossibye have no other choice but
to join the investigation. Will they be able to stop the senseless murders before one of their own is
harmed or killed? The New Order must find a way to blend ancient potions with modern technology
to save the day with the help of a couple new friends, Carl Birdsong and Cheyenne Konti.
  wolf in lakota language: All-American Horse J.R. Morningstar, 2011-01-31 November 9, 1912
was a blustery overcast day at West Point. At three o'clock on that Saturday afternoon, a battle was
waged--the U.S. Army versus the Indians. This battle was not fought with guns and swords, bows or
arrows: the weapon used was an oversized tapered ball. The end of a culture was at stake. Revenge
was the motive for winning. Solomon American Horse, a young Lakota Indian, is caught between two
worlds at the beginning of the Twentieth Century. Longing to keep his peoples traditional ways, but
forced by white society to conform to modern American life, the young Indian finds himself facing
the hangman's nose. Captain Richard Pratt of the Carlisle Indian Industrial School intervenes, and
the captain brings Solomon back to his school. In Pennsylvania, Solomon discovers two importan
facts: he finds a skill at playing football and he learns how to fly the new aeroplanes. Starting with
the tragedy at Wounded Knee, on to the early days of college football, and ending with an aerial
battle over France in the Great War, All-American Horse is a different telling of the proud Native
American experience.
  wolf in lakota language: We Do Not Want the Gates Closed between Us Justin Gage,
2020-10-08 In the 1860s and 1870s, the United States government forced most western Native
Americans to settle on reservations. These ever-shrinking pieces of land were meant to relocate,
contain, and separate these Native peoples, isolating them from one another and from the white
populations coursing through the plains. We Do Not Want the Gates Closed Between Us tells the
story of how Native Americans resisted this effort by building vast intertribal networks of
communication, threaded together by letter writing and off-reservation visiting. Faced with the
consequences of U.S. colonialism—the constraints, population loss, and destitution—Native



Americans, far from passively accepting their fate, mobilized to control their own sources of
information, spread and reinforce ideas, and collectively discuss and mount resistance against
onerous government policies. Justin Gage traces these efforts, drawing on extensive new evidence,
including more than one hundred letters written by nineteenth-century Native Americans. His work
shows how Lakotas, Cheyennes, Utes, Shoshones, Kiowas, and dozens of other western tribal nations
shrewdly used the U.S. government’s repressive education system and mechanisms of American
settler colonialism, notably the railroads and the Postal Service, to achieve their own ends. Thus
Natives used literacy, a primary tool of assimilation for U.S. policymakers, to decolonize their lives
much earlier than historians have noted. Whereas previous histories have assumed that the Ghost
Dance itself was responsible for the creation of brand-new networks among western tribes, this book
suggests that the intertribal networks formed in the 1870s and 1880s actually facilitated the rapid
dissemination of the Ghost Dance in 1889 and 1890. Documenting the evolution and operation of
intertribal networking, Gage demonstrates its effectiveness—and recognizes for the first time how,
through Native activism, long-distance, intercultural communication persisted in the colonized
American West.
  wolf in lakota language: The Messengers D. M. Roy, 2024-03-28 After numerous negotiations
the Indigenous still remained scattered throughout the wilds of Northern Ontario, Canada. In spite
of treacherously cold conditions, they remained steadfast to the land, refusing to give up their
lifestyle while trying to survive from Mother Nature’s unpredictable temperament. Captain Jesse
Burn’s illegitimate son was among them. Father and son, a pair of strong-willed rival enemies,
co-existed in a strange and deadly kinship while getting caught up in a changing way of life that
neither would accept. It was during November 1898. when Jesse had received his orders as a
dedicated, respected officer in the Armed Forces. He had a job to fulfill regardless of the number of
lives lost during the process. After Colonel McEwan shook Jesse’s hand and walked out, Jesse stared
at the closed door for a long time. He glanced at the document containing the list of names he was to
apprehend, knowing that most of those men would rather die in battle than be taken alive. Jesse
scanned further down the list and suddenly froze. He opened his desk drawer and pulled out a bottle
of whiskey hidden near the back. After many swallows, he leaned back in his chair; his eyes were
pools of liquid blue. His son’s name was on that list.
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