wisconsin council on problem gambling

wisconsin council on problem gambling is a vital organization dedicated to addressing gambling
addiction and promoting responsible gaming throughout the state of Wisconsin. This council plays a
crucial role in providing resources, education, and support for individuals affected by problem
gambling. With the increasing accessibility of gambling through casinos, online platforms, and other
venues, the need for a focused entity like the Wisconsin Council on Problem Gambling has become
more pronounced. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the council’s mission, services,
outreach efforts, and the impact it has on the Wisconsin community. Additionally, it explores the
resources available for prevention and treatment, partnerships, and how individuals can seek help
through this organization. The following sections will delve into these topics in detail to offer a
thorough understanding of the Wisconsin Council on Problem Gambling and its importance within
the state.

e Overview of the Wisconsin Council on Problem Gambling
e Programs and Services Offered

e Prevention and Education Initiatives

e Support and Treatment Resources

e Community Outreach and Partnerships

¢ Getting Help and Contact Information

Overview of the Wisconsin Council on Problem
Gambling

The Wisconsin Council on Problem Gambling (WCPG) is a nonprofit organization established to
address issues related to gambling addiction across the state. Founded with the goal of reducing the
harmful effects of problem gambling, the council serves as a centralized resource for individuals,
families, and professionals. Its mission encompasses increasing public awareness, providing
education on responsible gambling, and facilitating access to treatment services. The council works
closely with various stakeholders, including government agencies, healthcare providers, and gaming
establishments, to create a supportive environment for those impacted by gambling disorders.

Mission and Vision

The mission of the Wisconsin Council on Problem Gambling is to promote prevention, education, and
treatment for problem gambling while fostering responsible gaming practices. The vision is to create
a community where gambling is enjoyed responsibly, and individuals affected by gambling problems

receive timely and effective support. This vision guides all initiatives and partnerships undertaken by



the council.

History and Development

Since its inception, the Wisconsin Council on Problem Gambling has evolved to meet the changing
landscape of gambling in the state. Originally focused on raising awareness, the council has
expanded its services to include comprehensive support systems and statewide education
campaigns. Its development reflects the growing recognition of gambling addiction as a public
health concern.

Programs and Services Offered

The Wisconsin Council on Problem Gambling provides a range of programs and services designed to
assist those struggling with gambling issues and to educate the broader community. These offerings
are structured to address prevention, intervention, and recovery.

Helpline Services

One of the cornerstone services of the council is the confidential helpline available 24/7 for
individuals seeking help. The helpline offers immediate support, information about problem
gambling, and referrals to treatment providers. Trained counselors provide empathetic listening and
guidance to callers experiencing gambling-related difficulties.

Training and Certification

The council offers training programs for professionals who work with individuals affected by
problem gambling. These include certification courses for gambling counselors, workshops for
healthcare providers, and educational sessions for community leaders. This professional
development ensures that service providers have the knowledge and skills necessary to support
problem gamblers effectively.

Resource Distribution

WCPG distributes educational materials such as brochures, posters, and toolkits to casinos,
community centers, schools, and healthcare facilities. These resources aim to increase awareness of
the signs of problem gambling and promote responsible gaming behavior among diverse
populations.

Prevention and Education Initiatives

Preventing gambling addiction through education is a significant focus for the Wisconsin Council on
Problem Gambling. The council implements various initiatives targeting different age groups and
community sectors to reduce the incidence of problem gambling.



School-Based Education Programs

Recognizing the importance of early intervention, the council collaborates with schools to deliver
age-appropriate education about the risks of gambling. Programs are designed to inform students
about the potential consequences of gambling and to build skills for making responsible choices.

Public Awareness Campaigns

The council regularly launches statewide awareness campaigns to highlight the issues surrounding
problem gambling. These campaigns utilize multiple media channels to reach a wide audience and
encourage individuals to seek help if needed. Messaging often includes statistics, warning signs, and
information about available support services.

Responsible Gambling Promotion

WCPG works with casinos and gaming operators to promote responsible gambling practices. This
includes providing training to gaming staff, encouraging self-exclusion programs, and advocating for
policies that protect vulnerable populations from gambling harm.

Support and Treatment Resources

Access to treatment and ongoing support is critical for individuals dealing with gambling addiction.
The Wisconsin Council on Problem Gambling facilitates connections to appropriate care and
provides resources to aid in recovery.

Referral Network

The council maintains a comprehensive referral network of licensed treatment providers specializing
in gambling addiction. This network includes outpatient and inpatient facilities, counseling centers,
and support groups. Referrals are tailored to meet the unique needs of each individual seeking help.

Support Groups

WCPG supports the establishment and maintenance of peer-led support groups such as Gamblers
Anonymous. These groups offer a safe environment for individuals to share experiences, receive
encouragement, and build a community of recovery.

Family Assistance

Understanding the impact of problem gambling on families, the council provides resources and
support specifically for family members. This includes educational workshops, counseling options,
and guidance on coping strategies to help families navigate the challenges associated with gambling
addiction.



Community Outreach and Partnerships

The Wisconsin Council on Problem Gambling actively engages with community organizations,
governmental bodies, and the private sector to enhance its outreach and impact. Collaboration is a
key component of the council’s strategy to broaden the reach of its services.

Collaboration with Government Agencies

The council partners with state and local government agencies to develop policies and initiatives
that address problem gambling. These collaborations help secure funding, influence legislation, and
integrate problem gambling services into public health frameworks.

Engagement with Gaming Industry

Working alongside casinos and gaming establishments, WCPG promotes responsible gaming
environments. This includes training for staff on identifying and assisting problem gamblers, as well
as implementing self-exclusion and other harm reduction measures.

Community-Based Programs

The council supports community organizations in delivering localized prevention and treatment
programs. These efforts ensure that resources are accessible across diverse populations and
geographic areas within Wisconsin.

Getting Help and Contact Information

Individuals seeking assistance for gambling problems can access support through the Wisconsin
Council on Problem Gambling’s various channels. The council emphasizes confidentiality,
accessibility, and comprehensive care in its approach to helping those in need.

24/7 Helpline Access

The WCPG helpline is the primary point of contact for immediate assistance. Available around the
clock, the helpline connects callers to counselors who provide crisis intervention, information, and
referrals to local treatment services.

Online Resources

The council offers a variety of online tools and information to support individuals and families
dealing with problem gambling. These resources include self-assessment questionnaires, educational
materials, and directories of support services.



How to Reach the Council

Contacting the Wisconsin Council on Problem Gambling can be done via phone or email. The
organization encourages anyone affected by gambling issues, whether directly or indirectly, to reach
out for help. Prompt intervention can significantly improve outcomes for problem gamblers and their
loved ones.

e Call the 24/7 confidential helpline for immediate support

¢ Request educational materials for schools or community groups
e Participate in training programs for professionals

e Join or refer to support groups such as Gamblers Anonymous

e Connect with licensed treatment providers through the referral network

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Wisconsin Council on Problem Gambling?

The Wisconsin Council on Problem Gambling is a nonprofit organization dedicated to increasing
public awareness about problem gambling and providing resources for prevention, education, and
treatment.

How does the Wisconsin Council on Problem Gambling
support individuals affected by gambling addiction?

The Council offers a helpline, educational programs, referral services to treatment providers, and
support groups to help individuals and families affected by problem gambling.

Are there any educational programs provided by the Wisconsin
Council on Problem Gambling?

Yes, the Council provides training and educational programs for schools, community organizations,
and professionals to raise awareness and promote responsible gambling.

How can someone contact the Wisconsin Council on Problem
Gambling for help?

Individuals can contact the Council through their confidential helpline at 1-800-GAMBLER or visit
their website to find resources and local support groups.



Does the Wisconsin Council on Problem Gambling collaborate
with other organizations?

Yes, the Council partners with government agencies, healthcare providers, and community
organizations to enhance prevention efforts and improve treatment access.

What recent initiatives has the Wisconsin Council on Problem
Gambling launched?

Recent initiatives include expanding online resources, increasing outreach to underserved
communities, and launching campaigns to educate about the risks of sports betting and online
gambling.

Additional Resources

1. Understanding Problem Gambling: A Wisconsin Perspective

This book offers an in-depth look at problem gambling specifically within Wisconsin, providing
statistical data and case studies from the region. It explores the social and economic impacts of
gambling addiction and highlights the efforts of the Wisconsin Council on Problem Gambling.
Readers gain insight into prevention strategies and support systems tailored to Wisconsin
communities.

2. Recovery and Support: Tools for Overcoming Gambling Addiction in Wisconsin

Focusing on recovery, this title presents practical tools and resources for individuals struggling with
gambling addiction in Wisconsin. It includes personal stories, therapeutic approaches, and
information about local support groups endorsed by the Wisconsin Council on Problem Gambling.
The book serves as a guide for both addicts and their families seeking help.

3. Policy and Prevention: The Role of the Wisconsin Council on Problem Gambling

This book examines the policy framework surrounding problem gambling in Wisconsin, detailing the
council’s role in shaping legislation and prevention programs. It analyzes the effectiveness of various
initiatives and discusses future directions for combating gambling addiction. A valuable resource for
policymakers, advocates, and community leaders.

4. The Impact of Gambling Addiction on Wisconsin Families

Delving into the personal impact, this book explores how gambling addiction affects families across
Wisconsin. It offers psychological insights, coping strategies, and advice from counselors affiliated
with the Wisconsin Council on Problem Gambling. The narrative highlights the importance of
community support and early intervention.

5. Gambling Awareness Education: Strategies from Wisconsin Council Programs

This title focuses on educational programs developed by the Wisconsin Council on Problem
Gambling to raise awareness in schools and workplaces. It outlines effective curriculum models,
outreach strategies, and success stories of prevention efforts. Educators and community organizers
will find valuable guidance for implementing similar programs.

6. Technology and Gambling: Challenges for Wisconsin’s Problem Gambling Council
Exploring the rise of online and mobile gambling, this book discusses the challenges faced by the



Wisconsin Council on Problem Gambling in addressing new forms of addiction. It covers
technological trends, regulatory responses, and innovative intervention methods. The book is
essential for understanding modern gambling dynamics in Wisconsin.

7. Community Healing: Collaborative Approaches to Problem Gambling in Wisconsin

Highlighting community-based solutions, this book showcases collaborative projects initiated by the
Wisconsin Council on Problem Gambling. It emphasizes partnerships among healthcare providers,
law enforcement, and local organizations to support affected individuals. The book provides models
for building resilient communities through cooperation.

8. Gambling Addiction and Mental Health: Insights from Wisconsin Counselors

This book presents expert perspectives from mental health professionals working with problem
gamblers in Wisconsin. It explores the intersection of gambling addiction and other mental health
issues, offering therapeutic approaches and case examples. The Wisconsin Council on Problem
Gambling’s role in facilitating access to mental health services is also discussed.

9. Hope and Recovery: Success Stories from Wisconsin’s Gambling Rehabilitation Programs
Through inspiring personal narratives, this book chronicles the journeys of individuals who have
overcome gambling addiction in Wisconsin. It highlights the support provided by the Wisconsin
Council on Problem Gambling and rehabilitation centers. Readers are encouraged by stories of
resilience, recovery, and renewed hope.
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wisconsin council on problem gambling: PROBLEM GAMBLING AND ITS TREATMENT
Ronald M. Pavalko, 2001-01-01 This book is an introduction to the topic of problem gambling and its
treatment. Throughout the book, a variety of different data and information is drawn upon to
understand problem gambling and its treatment. The data is based on solid research whenever
possible. This includes the results of both survey research and case studies. The book follows a
logical sequence, beginning with the development of an understanding of problem gambling and
ending with a discussion of different kinds of treatment. Chapter 1 deals with the various terms that
have been used to describe problem gambling. The focus of Chapter 2 is problem gambling as an
addiction. Chapter 3 focuses on the assessment and diagnosis of problem gambling. Chapter 4 deals
with the question of how widespread is problem gambling? In Chapter 5, the social costs of problem
gambling are explored. In Chapter 6, how people find their way to treatment and obstacles to
seeking treatment are dealt with. Chapter 7 discusses the primary strategies for the treatment of
problem gambling (behavioral and cognitive therapy). Relapse is dealt with, too. Gamblers
Anonymous, a self-help recovery group, is discussed in Chapter 8. Chapter 9 deals with public policy
issues in the treatment of problem gambling. The book will be useful as an introductory text for
students taking courses in counseling, mental health and illness, social work, social problems and
public policy. Public policymakers involved in the legalization, expansion, and regulation of
commercial gambling will also find the book useful.
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wisconsin council on problem gambling: Industry Studies Larry L. Duetsch, 2019-07-23
Featuring new chapters on casino gambling and the nursing home industry, and updated
throughout, the new edition of this highly readable text analyzes well-defined industries from
commodities and manufacturing to distribution and services, showing how firms compete with one
another. Each study gives appropriate attention to government policies that have influenced
competitive conditions in the industry, and the material is presented without the use of calculus so
that anyone with some background in economic principles can benefit from it. The book provides
balance in regard to the mix of industries dealt with, and also in the varying perspectives of the
contributors.

wisconsin council on problem gambling: The Everything Casino Gambling Book Meg
Schneider, Stanley Roberts, 2004-08-18 The best ways to beat the odds! Here’s your chance to feel
like an expert the next time you walk into a casino or play online! The Everything® Casino Gambling
Book, 2nd Edition brings you up-to-date information on a wide variety of casino games, strategies,
Internet resources, and even the psychology of gambling— all in one complete volume! This
perennial bestseller has now been completely revised and updated to provide even clearer
instruction on the most popular games, cutting-edge techniques to beat the odds, and smart advice
on how to manage your money safely. The Everything® Casino Gambling Book, 2nd Edition shows
you how to get the edge when playing: Seven-Card Stud and Texas Hold’em Pai Gow and Caribbean
Stud and Draw Blackjack and poker Craps and roulette Slots and special table games Providing a
wealth of simple instruction on the most popular casino gambling games, this all-new edition even
provides some fun extras, such as a heads-up on horseracing and sports betting. Easy to follow and
filled with practical tips, The Everything® Casino Gambling Book, 2nd Edition is the one book you
need to help you clean up at the tables every time!

wisconsin council on problem gambling: Behind the 8-Ball Linda Berman MSW LCSW,
Mary-Ellen Sigel MSW LCSW, 2012-02-16 Is someone you care about gambling your life away? You
don't have to be a gambler yourself to suffer from the often disastrous effects of excessive gambling.
Behind the 8-Ball is the must-have guide to reclaiming your financial, legal, and emotional freedom.
Spouses, parents, siblings, children, friends, and coworkers of the gambler will learn how to:
Understand why some people lose control of their gambling Recognize the compulsive gambler and
realistically assess the financial and emotional damage he or she is causing you and others Accept
that you can't control someone else's gambling Encourage the gambler to seek help Recover from
being involved with a gambler For anyone who is or has ever been involved with someone who
gambles too much, this supportive, informative volume delivers all the tools and motivation you need
to rebuild your life. This book is essential for gamblers, families, friends, and professionals who need
to know more about the personalities of gamblers ... It is a precise, updated, and accurate look at
how gambling affects families. - Timothy W. Fong, MD, co-director, UCLA Gambling Studies
Program This book remains as important today as ever and has remained the standard reference for
family members of gamblers. - Keith Whyte, executive director, National Council on Problem
Gambling
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have to be a gambler yourself to suffer from the often disastrous effects of excessive gambling.
Behind the 8-Ball is the must-have guide to reclaiming your financial, legal, and emotional freedom.
Spouses, parents, siblings, children, friends, and coworkers of the gambler will learn how to:



Understand why some people lose control of their gambling Recognize the compulsive gambler and
realistically assess the financial and emotional damage he or she is causing you and others Accept
that you can't control someone else's gambling Encourage the gambler to seek help Recover from
being involved with a gambler For anyone who is or has ever been involved with someone who
gambles too much, this supportive, informative volume delivers all the tools and motivation you need
to rebuild your life. This book is essential for gamblers, families, friends, and professionals who need
to know more about the personalities of gamblers ... It is a precise, updated, and accurate look at
how gambling affects families. - Timothy W. Fong, MD, co-director, UCLA Gambling Studies
Program This book remains as important today as ever and has remained the standard reference for
family members of gamblers. - Keith Whyte, executive director, National Council on Problem
Gambling
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wisconsin council on problem gambling: The Bingo Queens of Oneida Mike Hoeft,
2014-07-08 Before Indian casinos sprouted up around the country, a few enterprising tribes got their
start in gambling by opening bingo parlors. A group of women on the Oneida Indian Reservation just
outside Green Bay, Wisconsin, introduced bingo in 1976 simply to pay a few bills. Bingo not only
paid the light bill at the struggling civic center but was soon financing vital health and housing
services for tribal elderly and poor. While militant Indian activists often dominated national
headlines in the 1970s, these church-going Oneida women were the unsung catalysts behind bingo’s
rising prominence as a sovereignty issue in the Oneida Nation. The bingo moms were just trying to
take care of the kids in the community. The Bingo Queens of Oneida: How Two Moms Started Tribal
Gaming tells the story through the eyes of Sandra Ninham and Alma Webster, the Oneida women
who had the idea for a bingo operation run by the tribe to benefit the entire tribe. Bingo became the
tribe’s first moneymaker on a reservation where about half the population was living in poverty.
Author Mike Hoeft traces the historical struggles of the Oneida—one of six nations of the Iroquois,
or Haudenosaunee, confederacy—from their alliance with America during the Revolutionary War to
their journey to Wisconsin. He also details the lives of inspirational tribal members who worked
alongside Ninham and Webster, and also those who were positively affected by their efforts. The
women-run bingo hall helped revitalize an indigenous culture on the brink of being lost. The Bingo
Queens of Oneida is the story of not only how one game helped revive the Oneida economy but also
how one game strengthened the Oneida community.

wisconsin council on problem gambling: The Gaming Industry, 2000

wisconsin council on problem gambling: Pathological Gambling National Research
Council, Commission on Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education, Committee on Law and
Justice, Committee on the Social and Economic Impact of Pathological Gambling, 1999-08-03 As
states have moved from merely tolerating gambling to running their own games, as communities
have increasingly turned to gambling for an economic boost, important questions arise. Has the new
age of gambling increased the proportion of pathological or problem gamblers in the U.S.
population? Where is the threshold between social betting and pathology? Is there a real threat to
our families, communities, and the larger society? Pathological Gambling explores America's
experience of gambling, examining: The diverse and frequently controversial issues surrounding the
definition of pathological gambling. Its co-occurrence with disorders such as alcoholism, drug abuse,
and depression. Its social characteristics and economic consequences, both good and bad, for
communities. The role of video gaming, Internet gambling, and other technologies in the
development of gambling problems. Treatment approaches and their effectiveness, from Gambler's
Anonymous to cognitive therapy to pharmacology. This book provides the most up-to-date
information available on the prevalence of pathological and problem gambling in the United States,
including a look at populations that may have a particular vulnerability to gambling: women,
adolescents, and minority populations. Its describes the effects of problem gambling on families,



friendships, employment, finances, and propensity to crime. How do pathological gamblers perceive
and misperceive randomness and chance? What are the causal pathways to pathological gambling?
What do genetics, brain imaging, and other studies tell us about the biology of gambling? Is there a
bit of sensation-seeking in all of us? Who needs treatment? What do we know about the effectiveness
of different policies for dealing with pathological gambling? The book reviews the available facts and
frames the intriguing questions yet to be answered. Pathological Gambling will be the odds-on
favorite for anyone interested in gambling in America: policymakers, public officials, economics and
social researchers, treatment professionals, and concerned gamblers and their families.
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families, and suicide attempts are higher in the lives of those with a gambling addiction than with
any other addiction. This new 96-page, Christian addiction recovery mini-book, Gambling: Betting
Your Life Away, helps you or your loved one find freedom from an addiction to gambling. Once the
exhilarating ecstasy of winning has captured the mind, will, and emotions, all bets are off on the
likelihood that people will find freedom on their own without gambling treatment. But don't bet your
life away! With the transforming work and intervention of the Holy Spirit, freedom from a gambling
addiction is possible. This Christian addiction recovery mini-book is easy-to-read and covers signs of
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gamblingPathological gambling Gambling: Betting Your Life Away will give you: God's heart on
gambling—find out the parables Jesus told on money and gamblingGambling's false promisesHow to
beat the “get rich quick mentalityHow do we reverse our focus: to worship God over gambling?How
can you hang onto God love and let go of cheap love? June Hunt, a Christian counselor, includes
helpful insights and biblical wisdom to help you determine whether you or a friend struggle with a
gambling addiction. Learn— How to know whether you are a problem gambler and need gambling
treatmentThe compulsive gambling quizTreatment programs for gambling addictionHow to target a
transformed lifeHow to walk out of problem gambling in a godly wayHow to conduct a crisis
interventionAnd much more
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