wiring home network diagram

wiring home network diagram is a critical component for anyone looking to design a reliable and efficient
home networking system. Understanding how to layout and connect various devices through a structured
wiring plan ensures optimal performance, easier troubleshooting, and future scalability. This article
explores the essentials of wiring home network diagrams, including key components, wiring types, and
best practices for installation. Whether building a new home network or upgrading an existing one, a clear
diagram serves as a roadmap for successful implementation. Additionally, it highlights common wiring
topologies and tools required for proper setup. Below is a comprehensive guide to help visualize and

execute a professional wiring home network diagram.
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Understanding Wiring Home Network Diagrams

A wiring home network diagram is a detailed visual representation that illustrates how network devices
and cables are interconnected within a residential environment. This diagram helps homeowners, network
installers, and technicians understand the physical layout and logical relationships between devices such as
routers, switches, computers, and access points. The wiring diagram typically includes cable routes,
connection points, and network hardware placements, providing a clear overview of the network’s

infrastructure.

Creating a wiring home network diagram is essential for troubleshooting connectivity issues, planning
upgrades, and ensuring that the network operates efficiently. It also helps in documenting the network
setup for future reference or maintenance, reducing downtime and simplifying expansions. Accurate
diagrams can prevent common wiring errors and ensure compliance with local electrical and building

codes.



Essential Components of a Home Network Wiring Diagram

A comprehensive wiring home network diagram includes several key components that represent the
physical and logical elements of the network. Understanding these components is crucial for designing an

effective home network.

Network Devices

Network devices are the hardware elements that facilitate communication within the home network.

Common devices include:

¢ Router: The central device that manages traffic between the home network and the internet.
e Switch: Expands network ports to connect multiple wired devices.

e Modem: Connects the home network to the internet service provider.

e Access Points: Extend wireless coverage throughout the home.

e Computers and Smart Devices: Endpoints that utilize the network.

Cabling and Connectors

The physical medium used to connect devices is a fundamental part of the wiring home network diagram.

This includes:

o Ethernet Cables (Cat5e, Cat6, Cat6a): The most common wired connections in home networks.
e Fiber Optic Cables: Used for high-speed and long-distance connections.
e Coaxial Cables: Sometimes used in cable internet setups or MoCA networks.

¢ Connectors: RJ45 connectors for Ethernet cables, fiber connectors, and coax connectors.

Patch Panels and Network Jacks

Patch panels serve as centralized termination points for network cables, allowing for organized cable



management. Network jacks installed in walls provide convenient access points for devices across different

rooms.

Types of Wiring Used in Home Networks

Selecting the appropriate type of wiring is vital for the performance and reliability of a home network.

The wiring home network diagram must clearly indicate the types of cables used and their routing paths.

Ethernet Cabling

Ethernet cables are the backbone of most wired home networks due to their balance of speed, cost, and ease

of installation. The most prevalent categories include:

e CatSe: Supports up to 1 Gbps speeds, suitable for most standard home network needs.

e Cat6: Higher bandwidth and better resistance to interference, supports up to 10 Gbps over shorter

distances.

e Cat6a: Enhanced version of Cat6 with improved performance for 10 Gbps at longer distances.

Fiber Optic Cabling

Fiber optic cables use light to transmit data, offering extremely high speeds and immunity to
electromagnetic interference. While more expensive and complex to install, fiber optics are ideal for

future-proofing home networks or connecting distant parts of a property.

Coaxial Cabling

Coaxial cables, traditionally used for cable TV, can also support home networking through technologies like
MoCA (Multimedia over Coax Alliance). This method leverages existing coax wiring to create a high-speed

network without installing new Ethernet cabling.

Common Network Topologies and Their Wiring

The wiring home network diagram also reflects the network topology, which defines the arrangement of

network devices and how they communicate with each other. The choice of topology influences wiring



complexity and network performance.

Star Topology

In star topology, all devices connect individually to a central hub or switch. This is the most common and
recommended topology for home networks due to its simplicity and ease of troubleshooting. Each device’s
cable runs directly to the central point, minimizing the risk of a single point of failure affecting the entire

network.

Bus Topology

Bus topology involves devices connected along a single cable or backbone. While simpler, it is less common
in modern home networks because it can lead to performance bottlenecks and is harder to maintain. Wiring

home network diagrams rarely recommend this for new installations.

Ring Topology

Ring topology connects devices in a closed loop, where each device has exactly two neighbors. It is
uncommon in residential settings due to complexity and the risk that a break in the ring disrupts the entire

network.

Best Practices for Creating a Wiring Home Network Diagram

Developing an accurate and effective wiring home network diagram requires adherence to established best

practices. These ensure the network is scalable, maintainable, and performs well.

Plan Cable Routes Carefully

Identify the most efficient and unobtrusive paths for cables, avoiding electrical interference sources and

minimizing cable length to reduce signal degradation.

Label All Components

Clear labeling of cables, ports, and devices within the diagram aids in quick identification during installation

and troubleshooting.



Use Standard Symbols and Conventions

Employing universally recognized symbols and consistent notation helps technicians and users understand

the diagram without confusion.

Document Network Speeds and Cable Types

Include details such as cable category and supported speeds to provide a complete technical overview.

Update the Diagram Regularly

Keep the wiring home network diagram current, especially after upgrades or changes to the network

infrastructure.

Tools and Materials Needed for Wiring a Home Network

Proper tools and materials are essential for implementing the wiring shown in a home network diagram

effectively and safely.

Common Tools

¢ Cable Strippers and Cutters: For preparing cables before termination.

Crimping Tools: Used to attach connectors to cables.

Network Cable Tester: Validates cable integrity and connectivity.

Fish Tape or Cable Puller: Assists in routing cables through walls and conduits.

Label Maker: For labeling cables and ports clearly.

Materials

e Appropriate Ethernet, fiber optic, or coaxial cables.



e Connectors such as RJ45 plugs or fiber connectors.
e Patch panels and wall jacks for organized terminations.

¢ Cable management accessories like clips, ties, and conduits.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a wiring home network diagram?

A wiring home network diagram is a visual representation that outlines the physical connections and
layout of network cables, devices, and hardware within a residential setting. It helps in planning,

troubleshooting, and managing a home network.

Why is it important to create a wiring home network diagram?

Creating a wiring home network diagram is important because it provides a clear overview of all network
connections, ensuring efficient setup, easier maintenance, quicker troubleshooting, and future upgrades or

expansions.

‘What are the common components shown in a home network wiring
diagram?

Common components include the modem, router, switches, Ethernet cables, patch panels, wireless access

points, computers, smart devices, and sometimes power sources like UPS units.

How do I start designing a wiring home network diagram?

Start by mapping out all network devices and their locations in your home. Then, determine the type of
cabling (e.g., Cat5e, Cat6) and the paths the cables will take. Use diagramming tools or software to create a

clear visual representation.

What type of cables are recommended for home network wiring
diagrams?

For most home networks, Cat5e or Cat6 Ethernet cables are recommended due to their balance of
performance and cost. Cat6 cables support higher speeds and better noise resistance, making them future-

proof for most home setups.



Can a wiring home network diagram help improve network

performance?

Yes, by analyzing the wiring diagram, you can identify potential bottlenecks, optimize cable routes, and

ensure devices are properly connected to switches or routers, leading to improved network performance.

Are there any tools available to create home network wiring diagrams?

Yes, popular tools include Microsoft Visio, Lucidchart, Draw.io, and specialized network diagram software
like NetZoom or Solar Winds Network Topology Mapper, which can help create detailed and professional

wiring diagrams.

Additional Resources

1. Home Network Wiring: A Complete Guide to Designing and Installing Your Own Network

This book offers a thorough introduction to setting up home network wiring from scratch. It covers
essential concepts such as cable types, network topologies, and practical installation techniques. Readers will
learn how to plan, design, and implement efficient and reliable home network systems tailored to their

specific needs.

2. The Visual Guide to Home Networking Diagrams

Focused on visual learners, this guide presents detailed diagrams and illustrations to help readers
understand complex networking layouts. It breaks down various wiring schemes and shows how to
optimize cable runs for performance and aesthetics. The book is ideal for homeowners and technicians

aiming to visualize their home network infrastructure.

3. Structured Cabling for Residential Networks
This title delves into the principles of structured cabling systems used in modern homes. It explains the
standards and best practices for organizing cables, patch panels, and network outlets. The book is valuable

for anyone seeking to create a scalable and maintainable home network wiring setup.

4. Wiring the Smart Home: Network Diagrams and Installation Techniques

As smart home technology becomes more prevalent, this book addresses the wiring needs for integrating
devices such as smart thermostats, security cameras, and automation hubs. It includes detailed network
diagrams that illustrate how to connect various smart devices efficiently. Readers will gain insights into

future-proofing their home networks.

5. DIY Home Network Cabling and Design

Perfect for DIY enthusiasts, this book guides readers through the step-by-step process of planning and
installing their own home network cables. It explains necessary tools, safety considerations, and
troubleshooting tips. The practical approach helps readers build robust network diagrams and implement

them confidently.



6. Home Networking Essentials: Wiring, Configuration, and Troubleshooting

This comprehensive resource covers not only wiring but also network configuration and problem-solving
strategies. It provides clear explanations of wiring schematics alongside instructions for setting up routers,
switches, and other network components. The book is aimed at homeowners looking to maintain and

enhance their home network performance.

7. Cabling and Wiring for Home Networks: Best Practices and Standards
This book emphasizes industry standards and best practices for home network cabling. It discusses cable
categories, connectors, and installation guidelines to ensure compliance and reliability. Readers will find

detailed diagrams that help in designing networks that meet current technological requirements.

8. Network Diagrams Made Simple: A Homeowner's Guide
Designed for beginners, this guide simplifies the creation and interpretation of network diagrams for home
use. It breaks down complex wiring concepts into easy-to-understand steps and visuals. The book

empowers homeowners to plan their network layouts effectively without prior technical knowledge.

9. The Ultimate Handbook of Home Network Wiring and Design

Covering everything from basic wiring to advanced network design, this handbook serves as a definitive
reference. It includes comprehensive diagrams, component descriptions, and installation tips for all types of
residential networks. Ideal for both novices and professionals, the book ensures readers can design, install,

and troubleshoot home networks with confidence.
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wiring home network diagram: The Home Network Manual Marlon Buchanan, 2022-02-21
Learn everything you need to know about perfecting your home network in one simple guide. Do you
need to build or upgrade your home network, but aren’t sure where to begin? Would you like your
home network to be fast, stable, and secure? After reading The Home Network Manual you’ll know: -
The components that make up a home network - The right way to set up a home network from
scratch - Which devices will give you the best home network - Tips for making your home network
fast - How to have reliable Wi-Fi throughout your home - How to diagnose and fix common home
network problems - How to secure your home network from hackers ...And so much more! Having a
fast, stable, and secure home network is more important now than ever. After reading this book,
you'll be equipped with all the tools and information you need to have the trouble-free, fast, and
secure home network you need. If getting every device in your home on your home network has
been a chore, or if you're putting up with situations like your video streaming services buffering
every few moments, your online games kicking you because your Wi-Fi drops, or your Zoom sessions
fuzzing out and freezing into that impossible to understand robot voice, then you need to read this
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book! Keep yourself and your family safe in the digital age. Make sure everything is running the best
it can, and learn what you need to know about your home network. Troubleshoot your issues and be
the hero that saves your family grief in their day-to-day online experiences.

wiring home network diagram: Wiring Your Digital Home For Dummies Dennis C.
Brewer, Paul A. Brewer, 2006-09-18 Beef up your home's wiring infrastructure and control systems
to accommodate the latest digital home products. Upgrade wiring in your existing home
room-by-room, system-by-system or wire the home you're building. Learn wiring for the latest digital
home technologies -- whole home audio, outdoor audio, VoIP, PA systems, security systems with Web
cams, home theater, home networking, alarms, back-up systems, and more. Perfect whether you do
your own electrical work or want to talk intelligently to an electrical contractor.

wiring home network diagram: Fundamentals of Communications and Networking Michael G.
Solomon, David Kim, Jeffrey L. Carrell, 2014-08-08 Today's networks are required to support an
increasing array of real-time communication methods. Video chat, real-time messaging, and
always-connected resources put demands on networks that were previously unimagined. The Second
Edition of Fundamentals of Communications and Networking helps readers better understand
today's networks and the way they support the evolving requirements of different types of
organizations. It discusses the critical issues of designing a network that will meet an organization's
performance needs and discusses how businesses use networks to solve business problems. Using
numerous examples and exercises, this text incorporates hands-on activities to prepare readers to
fully understand and design modern networks and their requirements. Key Features of the Second
Edition: - Introduces network basics by describing how networks work - Discusses how networks
support the increasing demands of advanced communications - Illustrates how to map the right
technology to an organization's needs and business goals - Outlines how businesses use networks to
solve business problems, both technically and operationally.

wiring home network diagram: Home Networking Bible Sue Plumley, 2004-07-30 Everything
you need to know to set up a home network Is a home network for you? This comprehensive guide
coverseverything from deciding what type of network meets your needs tosetting up the hardware
and software, connecting differentoperating systems, installing the necessary applications,
managingthe network, and even adding home entertainment devices. Fullyupdated with new
material on all the latest systems and methods,it's just what you need to set up your network and
keep it runningsafely and successfully. Inside, you'll find complete coverage of home networking *
Compare the advantages and disadvantages of wired and wirelessnetworks * Understand how to
choose between workgroup and client/servernetworking * Learn how to install and set up cables and
routers and how toinstall and configure networking software * Share files, printers, and a single
Internet connection * Back up files and secure your network * Set up your own home intranet and
understand the technologiesinvolved in creating a Web page * Manage your network and learn to
use tools for locating andrepairing problems * Expand your home network to include your digital
camera, scanner, TV, sound system, and even game consoles * Explore SmartHome technology that
allows you to automate varioushousehold functions * Investigate how your network can enable
tele-commuting and otherremote access capabilities

wiring home network diagram: FCC Record United States. Federal Communications
Commission, 2015

wiring home network diagram: Computer Viruses For Dummies Peter H. Gregory, 2011-05-09
Computer viruses—just the thought of your trusty PC catching one is probably enough to make you
sick. Thanks to the cyber-sickies who persist in coming up with new strains, there’s a major new
cyberattack nearly every day. Viruses sneak in, usually through e-mail. Fortunately, there are ways
to inoculate and protect your computer. Computer Viruses For Dummies helps you: Understand the
risks and analyze your PC’s current condition Select, install, and configure antivirus software Scan
your computer and e-mail Rid your computer of viruses it’s already caught Update antivirus software
and install security patches Use firewalls and spyware blockers Protect handheld PDAs from viruses
Adopt safe computing practices, especially with e-mail and when you’re surfing the Net Written by



Peter H. Gregory, coauthor of CISSP For Dummies and Security + For Dummies, Computer Viruses
For Dummies goes beyond viruses to explain other nasty computer infections like Trojan horses,
HiJackers, worms, phishing scams, spyware, and hoaxes. It also profiles major antivirus software to
help you choose the best program(s) for your needs. Remember, if you don’t protect your computer,
not only do you risk having your computer infiltrated and your data contaminated, you risk
unknowingly transmitting a virus, worm, or other foul computer germ to everybody in your address
book! This guide will help you properly immunize your PC with antivirus software now and install
updates and security patches that are like booster shots to keep your software protected against
new viruses.

wiring home network diagram: Home Networking Basis Walter Y. Chen, 2004 A complete
reference resource for the emerging Home Networking industry, this title includes executable
examples in Matlab and Simulink, as well some examples in PC executable code. Numerous
technical transmission methods are explained in detail.

wiring home network diagram: Correct Models of Parallel Computing S. Noguchi, Ota
Masahiro, 1997 The 21st century will be the age of network computing. Among the many key
technologies in this field, parallel computing and networking technology will play very important
roles. In this book emphasis is placed on networking and modeling parallel computing. The topics
cover parallel computing algorithms, parallel software, massively parallel computing systems and
related applications. Articles cover parallel computing, networking and related applications, to
initiate discussions. Since the appearance of Transputer chip T9000, C104, and standardizations of
IEEE1355, Transputer systems seem to have opened a new interesting area of parallel computing,
networking and many practical applications.

wiring home network diagram: M5Stack Electronic Blueprints Don Wilcher, 2023-02-17
Acquire hands-on knowledge and technical skills for designing and developing aesthetically
appealing, interactive devices using ESP32, Arduino, and SNAP circuits with M5Stack Core Key
Features Learn ESP32 microcontroller and M5Stack Core development platform with hands-on
projects Create aesthetically appealing visuals for technology engagement using the M5Stack Core
device Build interactive devices using Arduino and SNAP circuits with the M5Stack Core
development platform Book DescriptionAs an embedded systems developer or an IoT developer, you
can often face challenges in maintaining focus on prototyping a product concept while using a
specific high-level programming language for implementation. To overcome these challenges, the
M5Stack Core platform uses an ESP32 microcontroller and block code that allows you to focus on
product creation and application instead of the high-level programming language. M5Stack
Electronics Blueprints presents various design and prototyping approaches as well as Ul layout and
electronics interfacing techniques that will help you to become skilled in developing useful products
effectively. This book takes you through a hands-on journey for a better understanding of the ESP32
microcontroller and the M5Stack Core's architecture. You'll delve into M5Stack Core topics such as
electronic units, light, sound, motion devices, interfacing circuits, SNAP circuit kits, Arduino
applications, and building Bluetooth and Wi-Fi IoT devices. Further, you'll explore various M5Stack
core applications using a project-based learning method, including the fascinating 32-bit
microcontroller device technology. By the end of this book, you’ll be able to design and build
interactive, portable electronic controllers, 10T, and wearable devices using the M5Stack Core.What
you will learn Design user interfaces using no-code/low code programming languages Prototype
electronic controllers for audio alarms swiftly Wire an M5Stack Core 2 to an Arduino Uno or
equivalent to build a touch control relay controller Prototype Bluetooth IoT controllers efficiently
Build and code Wi-Fi sniffers and scanner gadgets Prototype wearable devices with ease Create
ESP32 applications using system block diagram design Build a DC motor controller operated by a
M5Stack Core unit Who this book is for This book is for practicing embedded systems and [oT
developers, electronics and automation technicians, STEM technical educators, students, and
hobbyists looking to learn about the ESP32 microcontroller and M5Stack technologies. There is no
prerequisite - apart from a desire to learn about ESP32-based electronics and interactive devices,



then this book is for you.

wiring home network diagram: 1394 Market and Technology Study ,

wiring home network diagram: Advances in Computer Vision and Information Technology ,
2013-12-30 The latest trends in information technology represent a new intellectual paradigm for
scientific exploration and the visualization of scientific phenomena. This title covers the emerging
technologies in the field. Academics, engineers, industrialists, scientists and researchers engaged in
teaching, and research and development of computer science and information technology will find
the book useful for their academic and research work.

wiring home network diagram: Black & Decker The Complete Guide to Wiring Creative
Publishing International, Editors of Creative Publishing, 2008-08 Covers all of the most common
do-it-yourself home wiring skills and projects, including new circuits, installations and repair. New
projects in this edition include upgrading a service panel to 209 amps and wiring an
outbuilding--Provided by publisher.

wiring home network diagram: Windows 7 Made Simple Kevin Otnes, MSL Made Simple
Learning, 2011-12-27 Windows 7 is more than an operating system. It's your gateway to email, the
Web, work, entertainment, and fun. The latest Windows makes your computer more fun, easy, and
powerful to use than ever before. With Windows 7 Made Simple, you can unlock the potential and
power of Microsoft's latest operating system. Get up and running quickly with the Quick Start Guide
Find what you want to know quickly, and learn at your own pace Read AND see how to do it with
handy step-by-step visual aids

wiring home network diagram: Next Generation Teletraffic and Wired/Wireless Advanced
Networking Sergey Balandin, Dmitri Moltchanov, Yevgeni Koucheryavy, 2008-08-25 This book
constitutes the refereed proceedings of the 8th International Conference on Next Generation
Teletraffic and Wired/Wireless Advanced Networking, NEW2AN 2008, held in St. Petersburg, Russia
in September 3-5, 2008 in conjunction with the First ruSMART 2008. The 21 revised full papers
presented were carefully reviewed and selected from a total of 60 submissions. The NEW2AN papers
are organized in topical sections on wireless networks, multi-hop wireless networks, cross-layer
design, teletraffic theory, multimedia communications, heterogeneous networks, network security.
The ruSMART papers start with three keynote talks followed by seven articles on Smart Spaces.

wiring home network diagram: Home Networking Survival Guide David Strom, 2001 Clear,
precise advice for setting up your first home network. From chosing the right cables to file sharing
and connecting to the Internet, contains all you need to get a home network up and running quickly
and easily.

wiring home network diagram: CliffsNotes Setting Up a Windows 98 Home Network Sue
Plumley, 1999-12-10 It's easy to do a room with a home network, but is it for you? This guide helps
you decide. Familiarize yourself with the hardware, Windows 98 network architecture, cabling, and
printing before you get up and running at home. Even if you have just two computers, networking
could work for you and your family.

wiring home network diagram: Design, User Experience, and Usability. Theory,
Methods, Tools and Practice Aaron Marcus, 2011-06-24 The two-volume set LNCS 6769 + LNCS
6770 constitutes the proceedings of the First International Conference on Design, User Experience,
and Usability, DUXU 2011, held in Orlando, FL, USA in July 2011 in the framework of the 14th
International Conference on Human-Computer Interaction, HCII 2011, incorporating 12 thematically
similar conferences. A total of 4039 contributions was submitted to HCII 2011, of which 1318 papers
were accepted for publication. The total of 154 contributions included in the DUXU proceedings
were carefully reviewed and selected for inclusion in the book. The papers are organized in topical
sections on DUXU theory, methods and tools; DUXU guidelines and standards; novel DUXU: devices
and their user interfaces; DUXU in industry; DUXU in the mobile and vehicle context; DXU in Web
environment; DUXU and ubiquitous interaction/appearance; DUXU in the development and usage
lifecycle; DUXU evaluation; and DUXU beyond usability: culture, branding, and emotions.

wiring home network diagram: Ethernet Networking for the Small Office and




Professional Home Office Jan L. Harrington, 2010-07-28 In a local area network (LAN) or intranet,
there are many pieces of hardare trying to gain access to the network transmission media at the
same time (i.e., phone lines, coax, wireless, etc.). However, a network cable or wireless transmission
frequency can physically only allow one node to use it at a given time. Therefore, there must be
some way to regulate which node has control of the medium (a media access control, or MAC,
protocol). Ethernet is a MAC protocol; it is one way to regulate physical access to network
tranmission media. Ethernet networking is used primarily by networks that are contained within a
single physical location. If you need to design, install, and manage a network in such an envronment,
i.e., home or small business office, then Ethernet Networking for the Small Office and Professional
Home Office will give you an in-depth understanding of the technology involved in an Ethernet
network. One of the major goals of this book is to demystify the jargon of networks so that the
reader gains a working familiarity with common networking terminology and acronyms. In addition,
this books explains not only how to choose and configure network hardware but also provides
practical information about the types of network devices and software needed to make it all work.
Tips and direction on how to manage an Ethernet network are also provided. This book therefore
goes beyond the hardware aspects of Ethernet to look at the entire network from bottom to top,
along with enough technical detail to enable the reader to make intelligent choices about what types
of transmission media are used and the way in which the various parts of the network are
interconnected. - Explains how the Ethernet works, with emphasis on current technologies and
emerging trends in gigabit and fast Ethernet, WiFi, routers, and security issues - Teaches how to
design and select complementary components of Ethernet networks with a focus on home and small
business applications - Discuses the various types of cables, software, and hardware involved in
constructing, connecting, operating and monitoring Ethernet networks

wiring home network diagram: DIY Electrical Solutions: The Wiring Guide for
Homeowners and Renovators Loyd Lynch, Discover the essential guide to mastering home
electrical projects with confidence. This comprehensive book provides a clear and detailed roadmap
for homeowners and renovators looking to tackle electrical tasks safely and effectively. Whether
you're installing new lighting, upgrading your electrical panel, or troubleshooting common issues,
this resource offers the knowledge and tools you need to succeed. Begin your journey with an
engaging introduction that demystifies the world of home electrical systems. Understand the basics
of electrical wiring, safety protocols, and the fundamental principles that govern your home's
electrical infrastructure. This foundational knowledge sets the stage for more advanced projects,
ensuring you have a solid grasp of the essentials before diving into more complex tasks. The main
content of the book covers a wide array of topics tailored to both beginners and those with some
experience. Learn how to plan and execute electrical installations, from simple switch replacements
to more intricate wiring projects. Each chapter breaks down the steps involved, providing detailed
instructions and practical tips to help you navigate each project with ease. With a focus on safety
and efficiency, the book also includes troubleshooting guides to help you identify and resolve
common electrical problems.

wiring home network diagram: Mastering Home Networking Mark Henricks, 2000-05-03
Now that many homes have two or more computers, home networks are spreading like wildfire. By
networking your computers together, you can share files, high-speed Internet connections, and
peripherals such as printers and scanners, saving your household time, effort, and money. And
where home networking used to involve expertise with protocols, wires, and power tools, new
networking products let you build an effective network in minutes-without drilling, without pulling
cables, and in some cases even without using wires. Written in straightforward, easy-to-understand
language, Mastering Home Networking shows you how to: * Choose the network topology and
technology that best suits your home and your needs * Build a home network using Ethernet cables,
your existing phonelines or powerlines, or wireless adapters * Configure networking on Windows 95,
Windows 98, the Macintosh, Windows 2000, Linux, and NetWare * Design and build a home office
that will enable you to telecommute effectively * Administer networked users, groups, and shared



resources * Add e-mail, games, and applications to your network * Run your own Web server to
share information with your household and friends * Secure and troubleshoot your network * Set up
effective remote access so you can connect to your home network when you're on the road
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