whole language vs phonics

whole language vs phonics represents a long-standing debate in the field of literacy education, focusing
on the most effective approach to teaching children how to read and write. Both methods aim to
develop strong reading skills but differ significantly in philosophy, methodology, and implementation.
Understanding the distinctions between whole language and phonics is essential for educators,
parents, and policymakers seeking to support early literacy development. This article explores the
principles of each approach, examines their advantages and limitations, and reviews research findings
that influence current reading instruction practices. Additionally, the discussion will cover the impact of
each method on student outcomes and how a balanced approach is increasingly favored. The
following sections provide a comprehensive analysis of whole language vs phonics to clarify their roles

in literacy education.

Understanding Whole Language

Exploring Phonics Instruction

Comparative Analysis of Whole Language vs Phonics

Research and Evidence on Reading Outcomes

Implementing Balanced Literacy Approaches

Understanding Whole Language

The whole language approach to reading instruction emphasizes the natural development of literacy



through meaningful and authentic experiences with text. Rooted in constructivist theories of learning,
whole language encourages children to recognize words and comprehend stories by engaging with
complete texts rather than isolated letters or sounds. This method focuses heavily on reading for

meaning and uses context clues, pictures, and prior knowledge to support understanding.

Philosophical Foundations of Whole Language

Whole language is based on the belief that learning to read is similar to learning to speak: a natural
process that occurs best in an immersive and supportive environment. Proponents argue that reading
should not be reduced to decoding phonetic elements but should instead integrate reading, writing,
speaking, and listening as interconnected language skills. This holistic perspective fosters motivation

and a love for reading by situating literacy within real-life contexts and purposeful communication.

Key Features of Whole Language Instruction

Whole language instruction typically includes:

Exposure to rich, authentic literature rather than isolated drills

Emphasis on comprehension and meaning-making from the outset

Use of storytelling, writing, and discussion to enhance language skills

¢ Encouragement of prediction and use of contextual cues to identify words

Integration of reading and writing activities that mirror natural language usage



Exploring Phonics Instruction

Phonics is a systematic approach to teaching reading that focuses on the relationship between letters
and their corresponding sounds. This method trains students to decode words by sounding out
individual phonemes and blending them to form recognizable words. Phonics instruction emphasizes

the mastery of letter-sound correspondences as a foundation for fluent reading and spelling.

Core Principles of Phonics

Phonics instruction is grounded in the understanding that proficient reading depends on the ability to
decode unfamiliar words through phonemic awareness. This approach teaches children the alphabetic
principle—the idea that letters and letter patterns represent sounds in spoken language. Phonics
involves explicit and sequential teaching of sounds, starting from simple letter-sound relationships and

progressing to more complex patterns such as digraphs, blends, and multisyllabic words.

Essential Components of Phonics Programs

Phonics programs often include:

¢ Systematic instruction in letter-sound correspondences

¢ Phonemic awareness activities such as segmenting and blending sounds

¢ Practice with decoding and encoding words through spelling



¢ Application of decoding skills in reading connected text

¢ Incremental progression from simple to complex phonetic concepts

Comparative Analysis of Whole Language vs Phonics

The whole language vs phonics debate centers on differing approaches to literacy acquisition, each
with unique advantages and challenges. While whole language prioritizes meaning and context,
phonics emphasizes decoding skills and sound-letter relationships. Understanding these differences

helps clarify instructional choices and the impact on student learning.

Advantages of Whole Language

Promotes comprehension and critical thinking from an early stage

Encourages motivation and interest through authentic reading experiences

Integrates multiple language skills in a natural, meaningful way

Supports context-based word recognition, aiding fluency in familiar texts

Advantages of Phonics



Provides explicit, structured instruction that supports decoding skills

Helps students read unfamiliar words independently through phonetic strategies

Builds a strong foundation for spelling and word recognition

Is particularly effective for early readers and struggling learners

Limitations of Each Approach

Whole language may insufficiently address decoding skills, potentially hindering the development of
accurate word recognition. Conversely, phonics instruction, if overly rigid, can neglect comprehension
and reduce reading to mechanical decoding without understanding. The exclusive use of either method

may fail to meet the diverse needs of all learners.

Research and Evidence on Reading Outcomes

Extensive research has examined the effectiveness of whole language vs phonics in promoting
literacy. Meta-analyses and longitudinal studies indicate that systematic phonics instruction is a critical
component of successful reading acquisition, particularly for early readers and those at risk of reading
difficulties. However, comprehension and engagement, emphasized by whole language, also play

essential roles in literacy development.

Findings from Educational Studies



Research consistently shows that:

Phonics instruction improves decoding skills and reading accuracy

Balanced approaches that integrate phonics and meaning-based strategies yield better

comprehension

Early phonemic awareness is a strong predictor of future reading success

Students benefit from exposure to rich, meaningful texts alongside phonics drills

Implications for Curriculum Design

Educational frameworks increasingly advocate for evidence-based practices that combine the strengths
of phonics and whole language. This alignment supports the development of decoding proficiency
while nurturing comprehension, vocabulary, and a positive attitude toward reading. Instructional models

favoring a balanced literacy approach reflect these research insights.

Implementing Balanced Literacy Approaches

Balanced literacy seeks to reconcile the whole language vs phonics debate by integrating explicit
phonics instruction with meaningful reading and writing experiences. This approach acknowledges that

both decoding skills and comprehension are vital components of proficient reading.



Components of Balanced Literacy

¢ Systematic phonics instruction to develop decoding abilities

¢ Engagement with authentic literature to promote meaning and enjoyment
¢ Opportunities for reading aloud, shared reading, and independent reading
* Writing activities that reinforce phonetic principles and language use

¢ Assessment and differentiation to meet individual learner needs

Benefits of a Balanced Approach

By combining elements of whole language and phonics, balanced literacy provides a comprehensive
framework that supports diverse learners. This method fosters strong decoding skills while encouraging
comprehension, vocabulary development, and a lifelong interest in reading. Educators can adapt
instruction to emphasize phonics or meaning depending on student readiness and progress, ensuring

a more personalized learning experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main difference between whole language and phonics



approaches?

The whole language approach emphasizes learning words and meanings in context, focusing on
reading for meaning and using natural language experiences, while phonics emphasizes teaching the

relationship between letters and sounds to decode words systematically.

Which approach is considered more effective for early reading
instruction?

Research suggests that systematic phonics instruction is more effective for early reading development,
especially in helping children decode unfamiliar words, though some educators advocate for a

balanced approach incorporating both methods.

Can whole language and phonics be combined in teaching reading?
Yes, many educators use a balanced literacy approach that combines phonics instruction with whole
language techniques to support both decoding skills and comprehension.

What are the criticisms of the whole language approach?

Critics argue that whole language may neglect explicit teaching of phonics, making it harder for some

children to decode new words, potentially leading to reading difficulties.

How does phonics instruction benefit struggling readers?

Phonics instruction provides struggling readers with clear, systematic strategies to decode words,

improving their ability to read unfamiliar words and enhancing overall reading fluency.

Does whole language approach focus on grammar and spelling rules?

The whole language approach focuses less on explicit grammar and spelling rules and more on

meaningful reading and writing experiences, emphasizing comprehension and context.



Is phonics instruction suitable for all languages?

Phonics instruction is most effective in languages with consistent letter-sound relationships, such as

English, but may need adaptation for languages with less predictable spelling patterns.

What role does reading comprehension play in whole language?

In whole language, reading comprehension is central; children learn to understand and interpret text by

using context clues and prior knowledge rather than focusing solely on decoding individual words.

How has the debate between whole language and phonics influenced
education policy?

The debate has led to shifts in education policy, with many curricula incorporating explicit phonics

instruction alongside whole language strategies to provide balanced literacy instruction.

Are there any long-term outcomes associated with whole language vs
phonics?

Long-term studies show that phonics instruction tends to result in stronger decoding skills and reading
accuracy, while whole language may support better reading comprehension when combined with

phonics in a balanced approach.

Additional Resources

1. “Whole Language: Foundations of Literacy”

This book offers a comprehensive overview of the whole language approach, emphasizing the
importance of context, meaning, and immersion in literacy education. It discusses how children learn to
read through exposure to rich literature and natural language experiences. The text also explores the

historical development of whole language and its impact on teaching practices.



2. “Phonics from A to Z: A Practical Guide”

A practical resource for educators, this book breaks down phonics instruction into clear, manageable
components. It provides strategies for teaching letter-sound relationships systematically and effectively.
The guide also compares phonics approaches with other literacy methods, highlighting its role in early

reading development.

3. “Reading Wars: Whole Language vs Phonics”

This book delves into the longstanding debate between whole language and phonics proponents. It
presents research findings, educational philosophies, and classroom case studies to examine the
strengths and weaknesses of each approach. Readers gain insight into how this controversy has

shaped literacy education policy and practice.

4. “Balanced Literacy: Integrating Whole Language and Phonics”

Focused on bridging the gap between whole language and phonics, this book advocates for a
balanced literacy approach. It outlines methods to combine phonemic awareness with meaningful
reading and writing experiences. The author provides practical classroom applications that cater to

diverse learners’ needs.

5. “The Phonics vs Whole Language Debate: A Critical Analysis”

This critical analysis explores the ideological and pedagogical underpinnings of the phonics and whole
language movements. It evaluates empirical evidence supporting each side and discusses implications
for curriculum design. The book encourages educators to critically assess their instructional choices

based on student outcomes.

6. “Teaching Reading: Whole Language and Phonics Perspectives”

Designed for teachers and literacy coaches, this book presents both whole language and phonics
perspectives on reading instruction. It includes lesson plans, assessment tools, and strategies to
support varied learner profiles. The text emphasizes the importance of flexibility and responsiveness in

literacy teaching.

7. “Decoding the Debate: Literacy Instruction in the 21st Century”



This book addresses modern challenges in literacy education, revisiting the whole language versus
phonics debate in light of contemporary research. It advocates for evidence-based instruction that
incorporates technology and differentiated learning. The author discusses how to prepare students for

complex literacy demands in a digital world.

8. “From Phonics to Fluency: A Comprehensive Literacy Framework”

Focusing on the progression from decoding skills to fluent reading, this book integrates phonics
instruction with comprehension strategies rooted in whole language theory. It provides a step-by-step
framework for developing confident, proficient readers. Practical examples illustrate how to scaffold

learning effectively.

9. “Literacy Matters: Perspectives on Whole Language and Phonics”

This collection of essays features contributions from leading literacy researchers and educators who
discuss the merits and challenges of both whole language and phonics. It offers diverse viewpoints on
how to best support literacy acquisition across different contexts. The book is valuable for

policymakers, teachers, and scholars interested in literacy development.
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whole language vs phonics: Whole Language Vs. Phonics for English Language
Learners Karol Gilinsky, 2000 California is faced with a crisis! There are more English language
learners than ever entering schooL Every effort must be made to determine which strategies best
support these kids to learn to read and write in English. English language learners have different
needs than their native English speaking counterparts. Teachers must determine how best to
allocate time and determine strategies to insure English language learners both successfully learn to
read and write in English, and are also engaged in their own learning. The Unz Initiative, or English
For the Children, was just legally passed by voters in California. Many educators are terrified how
this may affect the success ofour English language learners. Research shows they have done well
with bilingual education. This has been for all intents and purposes, abolished. Certain districts have
chosen to adopt a strict interpretation ofthe Unz Initiative, foregoing bilingual education, and
plunging English language learners into complete English immersion. Due to this, careful
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consideration must be paid to using the best strategies to engage these students in their own
learning, and to insure they learn to read. The whole language proponents are certain their method
is the best for English language learners to learn to read in English. The direct phonics instruction
proponents are certain their method is best to teach English language learners to read in English.
Are they right? Are they wrong? Are they both right? Time in the primary grades is short. The
teacher must research which methods best work for their students. Perhaps each situation is unique.
Attention must be given to this large number ofstudents. Which method best meets their needs,
whole language, or direct phonics instruction, or both?

whole language vs phonics: The Reading Race Donna Awatere Huata, 2002 Author exposes
the inadequacy of the present system of teaching reading in New Zealand schools and proposes a
clear effective solution using systematic phonics.

whole language vs phonics: Whole Language Instruction Vs. Phonics Instruction Krissy
Maddox, Jay Feng, 2013 The purpose of this study is to investigate the efficacy of whole language
instruction versus phonics instruction for improving reading fluency and spelling accuracy. The
participants were the first grade students in the researcher's general education classroom of a
non-Title I school. Stratified sampling was used to randomly divide twenty-two participants into two
instructional groups. One group was instructed using whole language principles, where the children
only read words in the context of a story, without any phonics instruction. The other group was
instructed using explicit phonics instruction, without a story or any contextual influence. After four
weeks of treatment, results indicate that there were no statistical differences between the two
literacy approaches in the effect on students' reading fluency or spelling accuracy; however, there
were notable changes in the post test results that are worth further investigation. In reading fluency,
both groups improved, but the phonics group made greater gains. In spelling accuracy, the phonics
group showed slight growth, while the whole language scores decreased. Overall, the phonics group
demonstrated greater growth in both reading fluency and spelling accuracy. It is recommended that
a literacy approach should combine phonics and whole language into one curriculum, but place
greater emphasis on phonics development. The following are appended: (1) Sequence of Phonics
Skills and Whole Language Stories; (2) Sample Lesson Plan for Phonics Instruction; and (3) Sample
Lesson Plan for Whole Language Instruction.

whole language vs phonics: Whole Language Lives On Louisa Cook Moats, 2000 This
position paper contends that the whole language approach to reading instruction has been disproved
by research and evaluation but still pervades textbooks for teachers, instructional materials for
classroom use, some states' language-arts standards and other policy documents, teacher licensing
requirements and preparation programs, and the professional context in which teachers work. The
paper finds that many who pledge allegiance to balanced reading continue to misunderstand reading
development and to deliver poorly conceived, ineffective reading instruction. It argues that rooting
out whole language from reading classrooms calls for effort on eight separate fronts. The paper
describes what whole language is, why it is contradicted by scientific studies, how it continues in
education, and what should be done to correct the situation. (Contains a glossary and 57 notes.)
(NKA)

whole language vs phonics: Phonics and Whole Language Education Jessica L. Jager,
2000 This research paper examines the debate between phonics and whole language— two methods
of teaching students how to read. Phonics instruction consists of teaching the sounds of letters that
produce the distinct sounds of individual words. Whole language, on the other hand, instructs
students to learn words from reading. Whole language is not centered on the word itself, but on the
subject matter as well, which can range from social studies to mathematics. Activities are instilled to
help the child understand what they are reading. Phonics can be used within the whole language
program, but the two are very different. “Believers of the phonics-first approach feel that phonics
teaching must be systematic and intense” and that the rules of phonics need to be understood before
reading can take place. Believers in whole language “put phonics and skills in the context of reading
whole and predictable texts while viewing phonics as a cueing system that readers use” (Routman,



1997, p. 71). There is no need for this debate to continue because there is no clear answer about
which method is better. One program is no better or worse than the other. Both phonics and whole
language approaches teach what they were designed to teach.

whole language vs phonics: Phonics Based Instruction Vs Whole Language Instruction
in Reading Education Julie Smith, 2022

whole language vs phonics: The Balancing Act: An Evidence-Based Approach to
Teaching Phonics, Reading and Writing Dominic Wyse, Charlotte Hacking, 2024-06-20 Dominic
Wyse and Charlotte Hacking present a ground-breaking account of teaching phonics, reading, and
writing. Created from a landmark study, new research, new theory, and cutting-edge teacher
professional development, this balanced approach to teaching seeks to improve all children’s
learning, and therefore life chances. The book dismantles polarised debates about the teaching of
phonics and analyses the latest scientific evidence of what really works. It shows, in vivid detail, how
phonics, reading, and writing should be taught through the creativity of some of the best authors of
books for children. By describing lessons inspired by ‘real books’, it showcases why the new
approach is more effective than narrow phonics approaches. The authors call for a paradigm shift in
literacy education. The chapters show how and why education policies should be improved on the
basis of unique analyses of research evidence from experimental trials and the new theory and
model the Double Helix of Reading and Writing. It is a book of hope for the future in the context of
powerful elites influencing narrow curricula, narrow pedagogy, and high stakes assessments. The
Balancing Act will be of interest to anyone who is invested in young children’s development. It is
essential reading for teachers, trainee teachers, lecturers, researchers, and policy makers
world-wide who want to improve the teaching of reading and writing in the English language.

whole language vs phonics: Resources in Education , 1998

whole language vs phonics: The SAGE Handbook of Early Childhood Literacy Joanne Larson,
Jackie Marsh, 2012-11-09 This new edition of the much-loved Handbook of Early Childhood Literacy
has been revised and updated to retain its cutting-edge focus on emergent and important areas of
research. This comprehensive work guides the reader through current social, cultural and historical
analysis on a global scale. The new edition contains a greater range of methodologies, and chapters
on: - space and literacy - disabilities and early childhood literacy - digital literacies - indigenous
literacy - play and literacy - policy In the Handbook, readers will find coverage of all the key topics in
early childhood literacy. The exceptional list of contributors offers in-depth expertise in their
respective areas of knowledge. The Handbook is essential for Undergraduate students; Masters
students; PhD students; CPD students; researchers, and literacy-centre personel. 'The second edition
of this internationally respected and widely used text encompases a myriad of new issues and
insights, both through new contributions and thoughtfully revised chapters which raise fresh
questions and challenges for research and practice. In pushing the boundaries still further, the
handbook retains its rightful place at the forefront of research into early childhood literacy practice
in the 21st century’ -Professor Teresa Cremin, Open University UK "This handbook provides in-depth
knowledge of insights and theories about the dynamic process of how children come to know literacy
as thinking humans in social and cultural spaces. There is a rich array of research perspectives of
children’s meaning-making through family and digital liteacies, play and literacy, and in-school and
out-of-school literacy experiences’ - Yetta Goodman, Regents Professor, University of Arizona

whole language vs phonics: Transforming Early Learners into Superb Readers Andrea M.
Nelson-Royes, 2012-10-18 Transforming Early Learners into Superb Readers: Promoting Literacy at
School, at Home, and within the Community aids elementary educators, reading specialists, school
administrators, private and public educators, parents, and caregivers who want to help early
learners become proficient readers. The early years are the most important for children, because
they are the formative years, so it is vital for children to build a solid reading foundation when they
are most receptive. Andrea Nelson-Royes contends that if all these individual players collectively
help to develop a child's reading readiness, all children may thrive from a high-quality education and
a love of literacy.



whole language vs phonics: Educational Psychology: Concepts, Research and
Challenges Christine M. Rubie-Davies, 2010-11-29 Research in educational psychology has had a
huge impact in terms of enhancing understanding and challenging thinking about teachers and
learners. Educational Psychology: Concepts, Research and Challenges brings together the latest
research across many areas of educational psychology, introducing and reporting on the most
effective methodologies for studying teachers and learners and providing overviews of current
debates within the field. With chapters from international authors, this academic text reveals
theoretical overviews and research findings from across the field including: teaching and learning
research methods motivation and instruction curriculum - reading, writing, mathematics cognition
special educational needs and behaviour management sociocultural and socioemotional perspectives
assessment and evaluation. Educational psychology has historically had a focus on students with
particular learning needs. This book provides a discussion about the gradual movement toward
inclusion and the possibility of developing a more cohesive and potentially more effective education
system for all students. It also provides recent research into effective behaviour management and
presents specific and valuable techniques employed in applied behaviour analysis. The contributors
also deliver analysis on the motivation of students and how home and society in general can
contribute towards constraining or enhancing student learning. This book is a must-read for
academics, researchers, undergraduate and graduate students who recognize the substantial
contribution of educational psychology to increasing our understanding of students and their
learning, teachers and their teaching.

whole language vs phonics: Literacy & Education Ryker Kirk, 2018-02-08 Today, as
globalisation becomes the norm and the need for development and progress ever more pressing,
education and literacy have become crucial, more than ever before. However, even as developed
nations continue to seek new alternatives to constantly improve their educational processes and
objectives, developing nations have yet to tackle the problem of illiteracy. This book in the literacy
and education provide a discourse on the need for literacy for every human being, with particular
reference to developing nations. The emphasis is on delineating the interdependent relationship
between literacy and education, stress also being laid on the need for literacy to settle in as the base
for education. It also makes an effort to delvelop deep into globally changing
socio-economic-political changes and ambitions, and the changing perspectives a literacy which has
emerged as a result of these changes. The book deals in details about various developments that
have taken place and also highlights future plans. The author hope students of social sciences and
general studies would find the book of great value to them.

whole language vs phonics: Education at a Crossroads United States. Congress. House.
Committee on Education and the Workforce. Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations, 1997

whole language vs phonics: Understanding Reading Frank Smith, 2012-03-22 Understanding
Reading revolutionized reading research and theory when the first edition appeared in 1971 and
continues to be a leader in the field. In the sixth edition of this classic text Smith’s purpose remains
the same: to shed light on fundamental aspects of the complex human act of reading - linguistic,
physiological, psychological, and social - and of what is involved in learning to read. The text
critically examines current theories, instructional practices, and controversies, covering a wide
range of disciplines but always remains accessible. Careful attention is given to the ideological clash
that continues between whole language and direct instruction and currently permeates every aspect
of theory and research into reading and reading instruction. In every edition, including the present
one, Smith has steadfastly resisted giving teachers a recipe for teaching reading, while aiming to
help them make their own decisions, based on research about reading, which is accessible to
anyone, and their experience and personal knowledge of their students, which only they possess. To
aid readers in making up their own minds, each chapter concludes with a brief statement of Issues.
Understanding Reading, Sixth Edition is matchless in integrating a wide range of topics relative to
reading while, at the same time, being highly readable and user-friendly for instructors, students,
and practitioners.



whole language vs phonics: The Great Curriculum Debate Tom Loveless, 2004-05-13 Since
the early twentieth century, American educators have been engaged in a heated debate over what
schools should teach and how they should teach it. The partisans—education progressives and
education traditionalists—have usually kept their disagreements within the walls of the nation's
schools of education. Periodically, however, arguments have erupted which have generated
headlines and attracted public attention, making clear the potential for bitterness and rancor in
education politics. In the 1990s, progressives and traditionalists squared off in a dispute over
reading and mathematics. Arguments over how best to teach these two subjects is detailed in The
Great Curriculum Debate: How Should We Teach Reading and Math? This book includes
contributions from distinguished scholars from both sides of the debate, as well as influential
nonpartisans. The proponents of whole language and phonics present their opposing views on
reading. Advocates and opponents of NCTM math reform—the agenda of the National Council of
Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM)—discuss their differing opinions about math. Although the authors
disagree on many of the most important aspects of learning, they agree on one point: the school
curriculum matters. Decisions made now about the content of reading and mathematics will have
long term consequences, not only for students and schools, but for society as a whole. Contributors
include E. D. Hirsch Jr. (University of Virginia), Gail Burrill (Mathematical Sciences Education
Board), Michael T. Battista (Kent State University), David C. Geary (University of Missouri,
Columbia), Roger Shouse (Penn State University), Adam Gamoran (University of Wisconsin,
Madison), Richard Askey (University of Wisconsin, Madison), Diane Ravitch (New York University),
Catherine E. Snow (Harvard University), Margaret Moustafa (California State University, LA),
Richard L. Allington (University of Florida), William Lowe Boyd (Penn State University), a

whole language vs phonics: Educational Administration, Policy, and Reform Wayne K.
Hoy, Cecil Miskel, 2004-05-01 This book series on Theory and Research in Educational
Administration is about understanding schools. We welcome articles and analyses that explain
school organizations and administration. We are interested in the why questions about schools. To
that end, case analyses, surveys, large data base analyses, experimental studies, and theoretical
analyses are all welcome. We provide the space for authors to do comprehensive analyses where
that is appropriate and useful. We believe that the Theory and Research in Educational
Administration Series has the potential to make an important contribution to our field, but we will be
successful only if our colleagues continue to join us in this mission.

whole language vs phonics: Issues in Educating Students With Disabilities John Wills Lloyd,
Edward J. Kameenui, David J. Chard, 2014-05-01 The contributors to this volume represent the most
prominent researchers and thinkers on issues in educating students with and without disabilities.
The book captures the most current thinking, research, and analysis on the full range of issues in
educating students with learning disabilities, from its definition to the most recent case law and
interpretations of federal law on educating these students in the general education classroom. The
contributors' words speak sufficiently, mellifluously, and exactingly about their contributions to the
education of all students, in particular those with disabilities. This book of essays was written to pay
tribute to Barbara D. Bateman, who -- along with Sam Kirk -- coined the term learning disabilities.
Its content reflects the significance of her contributions to the field of special education.

whole language vs phonics: Market Education Andrew J. Coulson, In Market Education: The
Unknown History, Andrew ]J. Coulson explores the educational problems facing parents and shows
how these problems can best be addressed. He begins with a discussion of what people want from
their school systems, tracing their views of the kinds of knowledge, skills, and values education
should impart, and their concerns about discipline, drugs, and violence in schools. Using this survey
of goals and attitudes as a guide, Coulson sets out to compare the school systems of civilizations
both ancient and modern, seeking to determine which systems achieved the aims of parents and the
public at large and which did not. Drawing on the historical evidence of how these various systems
operated, Coulson concludes that free educational markets have consistently done a better job of
serving the public's needs than state-run school systems have.



whole language vs phonics: Evaluating the K-12 Literacy Curriculum Colleen Pennell,
2020-02-20 As your school district undertakes the process of evaluating its K-12 reading program,
literacy curriculum, or literacy instructional practices, this book will be your go-to resource. Pennell
offers a step-by-step guide for educators, school leaders, or professional learning communities to
evaluate high-quality instructional materials and standards-aligned literacy practices. It includes a
wealth of tools such as timelines, full meeting agendas, stakeholder surveys, and evaluation rubrics.
Chapters cover key topics, including: Literacy leadership team meetings Reviewing foundational
skills Comprehension and vocabulary Evaluating writing Selecting new materials Implementing new
literacy materials Supporting educators through instructional coaching and professional learning
Pennell provides a straightforward framework for how educators can work together collaboratively
to analyze, reflect, and ultimately evaluate their school district’s literacy program. Each chapter is
grounded in salient research on the why of literacy teaching and learning and helps you understand
how instruction can be meaningfully aligned with current standards. The research and theory that
support effective literacy instruction—including culturally responsive practices—are explained in an
accessible and pragmatic manner. The practical tools in this book are essential for administrators
and educators tasked with evaluating literacy programs and practices, as well as graduate students
who must learn how to audit a literacy curriculum. Whether you're a school administrator, teacher,
or reading specialist, this book will ensure all your students can reach success in literacy.

whole language vs phonics: Elementary Curriculum M. Ediger, 2003 The curriculum is the
soul of the educational process, the heart of educational institution and the mind of the academic
programme. It is the tool in the hands of the teachers to mould his students according to the goals of
the education, and aims and objectives of the course. Any course cannot be conducted without a
prescribed curriculum. More particularly, a definite as well as flexible curriculum at elementary
level is needed as it is a combination of various subjects, skills, abilities, aptitudes and
understanding. The present book on elementary curriculum is intended to guide preservice and
inservice teachers to teach effectively, to provide insights to the curriculum designers to develop a
suitable curriculum, to the writers to suggest suitable learning experiences, and to the parents to
cooperate to realise the potentialities of their children. This book is touching all the important issues
of curriculum, curriculum development, language arts, social studies, science, mathematics,
assessment and evaluation.
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