who really runs the watchtower society

who really runs the watchtower society is a question that has intrigued many individuals
interested in the organizational structure and leadership behind one of the most well-known
religious groups in the world. The Watchtower Society, officially known as the Watch Tower Bible
and Tract Society, is primarily associated with Jehovah’s Witnesses. Understanding who controls this
society involves exploring its governance, leadership hierarchy, and the roles played by various
individuals and groups within the organization. This article delves deeply into the history,
administrative framework, and key figures that shape the Watchtower Society. Additionally, it
clarifies common misconceptions and sheds light on the decision-making processes that influence
the direction and teachings of this religious organization. Readers will gain a comprehensive
understanding of who really runs the Watchtower Society and how its leadership operates today.
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Historical Background of the Watchtower Society

The Watchtower Society was established in the late 19th century and has since grown into a global
religious organization. The origins of the society date back to 1879 when Charles Taze Russell
founded the Zion’s Watch Tower Tract Society, which later became the Watch Tower Bible and Tract
Society. Initially, the society focused on publishing religious literature to promote Bible study and
the teachings of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Over time, it evolved into the central organizational body
responsible for coordinating missionary work, doctrinal education, and administrative functions
worldwide. Understanding the history provides context for how leadership roles developed and how
control over the society has shifted throughout the decades.

Organizational Structure and Governance

The Watchtower Society operates under a highly organized governance system designed to maintain
doctrinal unity and operational efficiency. This structure is hierarchical and includes several key
components that ensure the society functions cohesively across different countries and cultures.
Governance is carried out through legally established corporations, local congregations, and



international branches, all working under the guidance of centralized leadership. The organizational
framework supports the society’s extensive publishing efforts, educational programs, and missionary
activities worldwide.

Legal Corporate Entities

The Watchtower Society is legally composed of multiple corporate entities, including the Watch
Tower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania and other subsidiaries. These corporations handle
administrative tasks, property management, publishing rights, and other business-related activities.
This legal structure allows the society to operate effectively on a global scale while maintaining
control over its intellectual and physical assets.

Local Congregations and Branch Offices

Below the central leadership, numerous local congregations and branch offices implement the
directives issued by the society. Each branch office manages regional activities, oversees
congregations, and facilitates the distribution of literature. This multilevel structure allows for
efficient communication and the enforcement of policies determined by the top leadership.

The Role of the Governing Body

The Governing Body is the primary decision-making group within the Watchtower Society and holds
ultimate authority over doctrinal, organizational, and administrative matters. Composed of a select
group of experienced elders, the Governing Body is responsible for interpreting scripture, setting
theological directions, and guiding the overall mission of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Their decisions
significantly influence how the society operates and how its members practice their faith.

Composition and Selection

Members of the Governing Body are typically chosen based on their spiritual maturity, experience
within the organization, and dedication to the society’s teachings. The body usually consists of a
small number of elders who work collectively rather than individually. New members are appointed
internally, and the group maintains a high level of confidentiality regarding its deliberations and
decision-making processes.

Functions and Responsibilities

The Governing Body’s responsibilities include:

¢ Determining doctrinal interpretations and theological teachings.
e Overseeing the production of literature and educational materials.

e Directing missionary and evangelistic efforts worldwide.



e Managing organizational policies and internal discipline.

e Coordinating the activities of branch offices and congregations.

Key Leadership Positions and Responsibilities

Besides the Governing Body, the Watchtower Society features other important leadership roles that
contribute to its governance. These include branch overseers, circuit overseers, and congregation
elders. Each position carries distinct duties that support the society’s mission and maintain
organizational order.

Branch Overseers

Branch overseers supervise the activities of regional branch offices and ensure that policies from the
Governing Body are implemented effectively. They provide support and training to local
congregations and coordinate with other leaders to facilitate smooth operations.

Circuit Overseers

Circuit overseers travel between congregations within specific geographic regions to provide
guidance, encouragement, and evaluation. They report back to branch offices and the Governing
Body on the spiritual health and administrative compliance of the congregations they visit.

Congregation Elders

At the local level, elders are responsible for teaching, pastoral care, and maintaining discipline
within congregations. They function under the direction of higher leadership and help ensure that
members adhere to the society’s doctrines and practices.

Decision-Making Process Within the Society

Decisions within the Watchtower Society, particularly those related to doctrine and policy, are
centralized and carefully deliberated by the Governing Body. This process emphasizes unity,
spiritual guidance, and consistency in teachings.

Collective Deliberation

The Governing Body operates through collective decision-making, where members discuss and
review scriptural interpretations and organizational needs before reaching consensus. This method
aims to reflect what the body believes is God’s will and the best path for the society.



Implementation and Communication

Once decisions are finalized, directives are communicated down the organizational hierarchy.
Branch offices and local leaders then implement these instructions, ensuring that members
worldwide receive consistent messages and guidance.

Influence and Control Over Doctrinal Teachings

The Watchtower Society’s leadership wields substantial influence over the religious teachings and
practices of Jehovah’s Witnesses. The Governing Body’s interpretations of the Bible shape the faith’s
doctrines, ethical standards, and worship practices. This centralized control ensures uniformity but
has also been subject to scrutiny and debate.

Publishing and Literature

One of the primary ways the society exerts doctrinal control is through its extensive publishing
program. Books, magazines, and other literature produced by the Watchtower Society convey the
official interpretations and guidelines that members are expected to follow.

Educational Programs

The society also conducts educational programs such as meetings, conventions, and training
sessions, all overseen by the leadership. These forums reinforce the approved teachings and foster a
cohesive community among Jehovah’s Witnesses worldwide.

Common Misconceptions About Leadership

There are several misconceptions regarding who really runs the Watchtower Society, often
stemming from misunderstandings about its structure and leadership transparency. Clarifying these
misconceptions helps provide a more accurate picture of the society’s governance.

e Myth: A single individual controls the entire organization.

e Fact: Leadership is collective and vested primarily in the Governing Body rather than any one
person.

e Myth: The leadership is democratically elected by all members.

e Fact: The Governing Body appoints its own members internally without a general membership
vote.

e Myth: Local congregations operate independently from central leadership.

e Fact: Local congregations follow directives issued by the Governing Body and branch offices.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who is officially in charge of the Watchtower Society?

The Watchtower Society is officially governed by a Board of Trustees, which oversees the
organization's operations and decisions.

What role does the Governing Body play in running the
Watchtower Society?

The Governing Body is a small group of elders that directs the doctrinal and organizational decisions
of Jehovah's Witnesses, effectively guiding the Watchtower Society's activities.

Is the Watchtower Society run by a single individual or a
group?

The Watchtower Society is run by a collective group, primarily the Governing Body, rather than a
single individual.

How does the Governing Body influence the Watchtower
Society's publications?

The Governing Body oversees the content and doctrinal direction of all Watchtower publications,
ensuring alignment with their teachings.

Are there any controversies about who really runs the
Watchtower Society?

Some critics argue that the Governing Body wields unchecked control over the organization, while
Jehovah's Witnesses view it as a spiritual leadership group.

Does the Watchtower Society have a CEO or president who
runs daily operations?

Yes, the Watchtower Society has officers such as a president and executives who manage daily
operations, but they act under the guidance of the Governing Body.

How transparent is the Watchtower Society about its
leadership structure?

The Watchtower Society publicly identifies the Governing Body members and trustees but does not
disclose detailed internal decision-making processes.



Can individual members influence who runs the Watchtower
Society?

Individual Jehovah's Witnesses do not have a direct role in selecting leaders; the Governing Body
appoints members and manages leadership.

Has the leadership of the Watchtower Society changed over
time?

Yes, the leadership has evolved from being led by a founder to a collective Governing Body that
currently oversees the organization.

Additional Resources

1. Behind the Veil: The True Leadership of the Watchtower Society

This book delves into the hidden power structures within the Watchtower Society, revealing the key
figures who influence its direction. Through extensive research and insider accounts, it uncovers the
decision-making processes and the individuals who wield the most control. Readers gain insight into
the organization's inner workings beyond its public face.

2. The Governing Body Exposed: Who Really Runs Jehovah’s Witnesses?

An investigative work that examines the role and authority of the Governing Body in the Watchtower
Society. It analyzes historical documents and testimonies to understand how this elite group shapes
doctrine and policy. The book questions the transparency and accountability of the leadership.

3. Power and Influence: The Hidden Leaders of the Watchtower Society

This title explores the unofficial influencers behind the scenes, including advisers and former
members with significant sway. It discusses how power is distributed among top officials and the
mechanisms they use to maintain control. The author provides a critical perspective on the
organization's governance.

4. The Watchtower’s Shadow: Uncovering the Real Decision Makers

Focusing on the lesser-known figures within the Watchtower Society, this book reveals the
complexity of its leadership hierarchy. It highlights the interactions between the Governing Body,
elders, and administrative staff. The narrative sheds light on how decisions are implemented
globally.

5. Inside the Watchtower: A Deep Dive into Its Leadership Structure

Offering a detailed look at the organizational chart of the Watchtower Society, this book maps out
key roles and responsibilities. It includes interviews with former members who describe their
experiences with the leadership. The book aims to clarify misconceptions about who holds power.

6. Controlling the Flock: Leadership Secrets of the Watchtower Society

This book investigates the methods used by the Watchtower leadership to maintain authority and
manage followers. It discusses psychological and social tactics employed by those at the top to
ensure compliance. The work provides a critical analysis of leadership strategies.

7. The Governing Body'’s Grip: Inside Jehovah’s Witnesses’ Power Core



An in-depth study of the Governing Body's role in shaping the faith and practices of Jehovah’s
Witnesses. The author traces the evolution of this group and its consolidation of power over time.
The book offers a historical perspective on leadership dynamics.

8. Who Pulls the Strings? The Watchtower Society’s Leadership Unveiled

This book reveals the complex network of individuals and committees that influence the Watchtower
Society’s policies. It examines the balance of power and the informal channels through which
decisions are made. The book is based on leaked documents and whistleblower testimonies.

9. Command and Control: The Reality Behind the Watchtower Society’s Leadership

Exploring themes of authority and obedience, this book discusses how the Watchtower Society
enforces its leadership directives. It looks at the practical implications for members and the global
community. The author provides a critical yet balanced view of the leadership’s role.
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who really runs the watchtower society: What the Watchtower Society Doesn't Want You to
Know Wilbur Lingle, 2009-03-17 Wilbur Lingle puts into layman’s language his many years of
documented research about the inner workings of the society. Here is a true picture of what goes on
behind the walls of the Kingdom Halls, a clear image of truth that the Watchtower Society doesn’t
want you to know.

who really runs the watchtower society: The Four Presidents of the Watch Tower Society
(Jehovah's Witnesses) Edmond C. Gruss, 2003

who really runs the watchtower society: Jehovah's Witnesses & the False Teachings of the
Watchtower Society Billy Crone,

who really runs the watchtower society: Dreams of the Thinker William Waldo, 2013-03-22
A college philosophy professor known only as the Thinker tells how he converted from atheism to
Christianity and has a series of dreams about the creation, corruption of mankind, world flood
catastrophe, confusion at the Tower of Babel, the birth of Jesus Christ, His crucifixion, and the
prophetic end-times tribulation judgments and consummation of mankind to his Creator as revealed
to the Apostle John. The dreams tell a brief biblical history of mankind from Genesis to Revelation.
When Jesus Christ returns for His church, will you be among them or left behind to endure the trials
of the tribulation? When Jesus Christ returns at the end of the tribulation, will He find faith in the
Earth?

who really runs the watchtower society: Another Jesus, a Different Spirit, a Different
Gospel Steven H. Propp, 2011-12-13 Its the Christmas seasonthe most wonderful time of the year
for most people in River City, California. But for Jehovahs Witnesses Lawrence and Brad, its a time
for them to try to explain the truth about this holiday season to the people of the community. Their
earnest efforts may earn them ridicule, disagreement, or a door slammed rudely in their faces, but
they persistand are sometimes able to find a mind and heart receptive to their urgent message about
Jehovahs coming Kingdom. Whereas for Elders Skousen and Marshalltwo Latter-day Saint (Mormon)
missionariesthe season is another opportunity to share their Churchs distinctive interpretation of the
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Christian gospel; but their efforts are often rebuffed, as well. In the course of their work, these two
pairs of men engage in dialogue with traditional Christians, as well as members of the Church of
Christ; the Community of Christ (RLDS); Seventh-day Adventists; and Oneness Pentecostalsnot to
mention skeptics, atheists, and the increasing numbers of people who lack any particular religious
beliefs. But when a local church brings in a researcher to give a series of lectures on Cultsand
specifically targeting the Jehovahs Witnesses and Mormonsa confrontation is ensured, where
theological and biblical concepts collide in a public forum. Who, if anyone, really has the Truth? Can
one still discover the true meaning of Christmas in the midst of passionate disagreements over the
validity of the holiday season? Are objections raised about the secularization and rampant
commercialism of the modern celebration valid? Spend a holiday season (or any other season) with
some interesting and intellectually-stimulating characters, as they explore these and other
challenging questions. (Readers of the authors earlier novel, A Multicultural Christmas, will be
pleased to see a brief reappearance of two characters from that book.)

who really runs the watchtower society: 20 Important Questions for Jehovah’s
Witnesses Wilbur Lingle, 2007-06-20 When people become Jehovah’s Witnesses, they come into
“the truth.” What is “the truth,” and why does it keep changing? Perhaps you are studying with a
Jehovah’s Witness or maybe you just want to know more about their beliefs. Wilbur Lingle asks 20
important questions for you to think about.

who really runs the watchtower society: The Evidence Study Bible Ray Comfort,
2011-03-01 The NKJV Evidence Bible is the official Bible of The Way of the Master TV show and
ministry.The ground-breaking Evidence Bible that has been used by countless numbers of Christians
on the front lines of evangelism is now available:In an easy to read New King James version.The
words of Christ in red letter.Complete with a user friendly...

who really runs the watchtower society: Bloodlines Of The Illuminati Daniel Lazar,

who really runs the watchtower society: Jehovah's Witnesses and the Secular World Zoe
Knox, 2018-01-29 This book examines the historic tensions between Jehovah’s Witnesses and
government authorities, civic organisations, established churches and the broader public. Witnesses
originated in the 1870s as small, loose-knit groups calling themselves Bible Students. Today, there
are some eight million Witnesses worldwide, all actively engaged in evangelism under the direction
of the Watch Tower Society. The author analyses issues that have brought them global visibility and
even notoriety, including political neutrality, public ministry, blood transfusion, and anti-ecumenism.
It also explores anti-Witness discourse, from media portrayals of the community as marginal and
exotic to the anti-cult movement. Focusing on varied historical, ideological and national contexts, the
book argues that Witnesses have had a defining influence on conceptions of religious tolerance in
the modern world.

who really runs the watchtower society: American Churches and the First World War Gordon
L. Heath, 2016-10-31 The centenary of America's declaration of war in 1917 is a fitting time to
examine afresh the reaction of the American churches to the conflict. What was the impact of the
war on the churches as well as the churches' hoped-for influence on the nation's war effort?
Commenting on themes such as nationalism, nativism, nation-building, dissent, just war, and
pacifism, this book provides a window into those perilous times from the viewpoint of Mainline and
Evangelical Protestants, Roman Catholics, Lutherans, Pentecostals, Mennonites, Quakers, Mormons,
and Jehovah's Witnesses. Also included are chapters on developments among American military
chaplains in the First World War and the reaction of the American churches to the Armenian
Genocide.

who really runs the watchtower society: The Kingdom of the Cults Walter Martin,
2019-05-21 In an era of rapid growth of false religions worldwide, Christians need information they
can trust. This comprehensive new edition of the leading book on cults will equip you--no matter
your background--to understand and use biblical truth to counter false religions, including many that
masquerade as mainstream Christianity. Reflecting the developments in cults and world religions in
recent years, this edition, updated by expert Jill Martin Rische (daughter of Walter Martin), gives




you the authoritative information you need to know. As our culture becomes less and less outwardly
Christian, awareness of the belief systems of those around us has never been more vital. Readable
and reliable for everyone, whether you're a teacher, a pastor, or a regular church attender, The
Kingdom of the Cults remains the go-to reference book on this crucial topic.

who really runs the watchtower society: Approaching Jehovah’s Witnesses in Love
Wilbur Lingle, 2004-01-01 Do you feel like hiding when Jehovah’s Witnesses ring your doorbell?
Have you tried to convey your faith to them...and gotten nowhere? It’s proven and practical guide
which includes questions, answers, conversation starters and other great witnessing tools that will
help you speak to Jehovah’s Witnesses.

who really runs the watchtower society: Conversations with Jehovah's Witnesses Ron
Rhodes, 2014-02-01 An unfamiliar car parks near your house, and two pleasant-looking folks
approach your front door. The doorbell rings, and after exchanging pleasantries, your unexpected
guests offer you some literature from the Watchtower Society. What will you say? What should you
say? Should you engage your visitors in conversation at all? And if so, how? Trusted Bible teacher
Ron Rhodes guides you through several realistic dialogues with Jehovah’s Witnesses, demonstrating
helpful techniques for listening, asking questions, avoiding offense, and more. He includes the
information you need to address the big issues, including the New World Translation of the Bible,
the divine name, the Trinity, salvation, and the afterlife. With this practical, kindhearted, and
easy-to-understand resource, you can actually enjoy discussions about your faith when Jehovah'’s
Witnesses come to call, and you can lovingly guide them to the truth about Jesus Christ.

who really runs the watchtower society: Spiritual Battery Candy Gwen Lopitz, 2011-04 Since
escaping the Watchtower twenty-five years ago, the author has sought to help others understand the
underlying issues while seeking freedom from religious cults. Candy knows first-hand how cult
indoctrination and abuses produce long-term effects in adherents.

who really runs the watchtower society: The Desolations of the Sanctuary Emil & Otto
Sadlack, 2009-12-05 This is a reprint of the 1928/1930 critique of Judge J. F. Rutherford and the
direction in which he had led the Watch Tower Bible & Tract Society after the death of Pastor
Russell. Many of these observations are still valid today.

who really runs the watchtower society: The Watchtower's Coming Crisis Daniel
Rodriguez, 2011 A devastating crisis has the Jehovah's Witness religion facing extinction. Chances
are that you have never met a real “Jehovah’s Witness.” While those at your door may claim to be
one of Jehovah’'s Witnesses, their own publications plainly teach otherwise. So, who are the real
Jehovah’s Witnesses? The Watchtower Society teaches that they are members of the 144,000 who
will be the only ones going to heaven. Membership in this group began with the early apostles. Over
the centuries others have been added but the Watchtower declared that the number was completed
in 1935. Anyone who claims to be one of Jehovah’s’ Witnesses has to be one of the 144,000 and must
be very old now. However, the Watchtower Society teaches that these are the only ones who hear
from God and are responsible for Watchtower teaching and leadership. Because these people are
dying, the Watchtower is facing a credibility crisis. So, the Watchtower is quietly manipulating these
death figures to keep the Watchtower organization alive! And now, just last year, Watchtower
literature quietly began to try to wiggle out of the 1935 closing date for the 144,000. But this only
adds further opportunity for you to show the “JW” who comes to your door that he cannot trust the
Watchtower with his precious eternal life. The Watchtower representative at your door believes he
will remain on “Paradise Earth” after the coming Armageddon, since only the original 144,000 have
any hope of going to heaven. In fact, they are the only ones allowed to take communion. He does not
believe he can understand Bible truths without the Watchtower. He is dependent on a publication
that, one day soon, will be left without writers to reveal God’s truths. Who are those writers? Those
who remain of the original 144,000 and they are dying! Oddly enough, their founder, Charles Taze
Russell, never taught the doctrine of the 144,000. In this book, you will learn the true history of this
false Watchtower doctrine. You will be surprised to discover that this doctrine is not just a Bible
issue. It is also a historical issue and a numbers game that the Watchtower Society has had to




manipulate throughout the years to keep that organization alive! With the information and
witnessing strategies in this book, you will be able to plant seeds of doubt and undermine the
authority of the Watchtower. The Watchtower knows it is essential that this cornerstone doctrine
remain alive if it is going to continue to exist as the spiritual leader for its followers. Time is the
enemy of this teaching and they know it.

who really runs the watchtower society: What if We are Wrong? Michael Sinkolongo,
2017-04-29 After having been a Jehovah's Witness for about six years, the author is confronted with
a question that he has been thrusting aside for a long time. Important though this question is, he
finds that merely asking it can lead to undesirable consequences, and none of his colleagues have
allowed the possibility it points to to even form in the recesses of their minds. Inclined to go along
with the flow, he, for a while, decides to ignore the splinter in his mind. However, his intense desire
to defend the truth overrides him, and eventually, he finds that he must swim up the waterfall and
find the answer to the question of all time; the question to which intuitively, he knows the answer:
What if we are wrong?

who really runs the watchtower society: Unveiling Theological and Doctrinal Concepts Rev.
Oscar Garcia, 2013-10 In the present, the Christianity is going through a time of much confusion of
false apostles and false prophets, along with false teachings and erroneous interpretations of the
Bible. The churches have been infiltrated by homosexuality and bizarre cults; the moral crises at all
levels in our society, the ravening crime, rapes of children, and family violence all demonstrate the
urgent need that the Christian people have to seek in prayer for God's intervention to heal human
beings from their terrible spiritual condition. In this book, the reader will find concepts that may
help him to grow and to get stronger spiritually. Here is a brief list of the many topics covered in this
book: - More than three hundred Old Testament prophecies about the Messiah that were fulfilled in
Jesus Christ - The deity from eternity of the Begotten Son of God that can be seen in both the Old
and the New Testament - The evidence of the fullness of the Holy Spirit - The return of Jesus by the
saints in the Old Testament, as well as in the New Testament, and the prophecies that demonstrate
the rapture of the heirs of the kingdom of heaven of the born-again believers - The prophecies about
the millennium and the time of its fulfillment - The security of the salvation of the kingdom of heaven
of the children of God - The judgment of the nations and the White Throne judgment - The
resurrection of the dead in the Millennium - The resurrection of the dead and the judgment of
condemnation for the impious

who really runs the watchtower society: World Religions and Cults Volume 1 Bodie Hodge,
Roger Patterson, 2015-08-13 Religions in today’s culture seem to be multiplying. Have you ever
wondered why certain religions believe and practice what they do? Or how they view the Bible? This
volume delves into these and other engaging questions, such as: How can a Christian witness to
people in these religions? Do these other religions believe in creation and a Creator? How do we
deal with these religions from a biblical authority perspective? Many religions and cults discussed in
this first volume openly affirm that the Bible is true, but then something gets in their way. And there
is a common factor every time—man’s fallible opinions. In one way or another the Bible gets
demoted, reinterpreted, or completely ignored. Man'’s ideas are used to throw the Bible’s clear
teaching out the window while false teachings are promoted. This book is a must for laymen, church
leaders, teachers, and students to understand the trends in our culture and around the world where
certain religions dominate, helping you discern truth and guard your faith. When you understand a
religion’s origins and teachings, you are in a better position to know how to proclaim the gospel of
Jesus Christ as you take the good news to those in false religions.

who really runs the watchtower society: 20 Questions Jehovah's Witnesses Cannot
Answer Charles Love, 2005-10
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