
teacher of the year qualities

teacher of the year qualities represent a distinguished set of attributes that define exceptional
educators who inspire, motivate, and lead both students and colleagues. These qualities go beyond
basic teaching skills and encompass leadership, innovation, empathy, and a commitment to
continuous growth. Recognizing these characteristics is essential for understanding what sets
outstanding teachers apart and how they contribute to the academic and personal development of
their students. This article explores the key traits and behaviors that exemplify teacher of the year
qualities, highlighting the impact of effective communication, adaptability, and dedication to student
success. Additionally, it addresses the importance of classroom management, creativity in lesson
planning, and collaboration within the educational community. By examining these qualities in depth,
this guide serves as a comprehensive resource for educators aiming to excel and for institutions
seeking to honor their most influential teachers.
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Effective Communication and Interpersonal Skills
One of the primary teacher of the year qualities is the ability to communicate clearly and effectively
with students, parents, and colleagues. Strong communication skills foster an environment where
ideas and knowledge are shared openly, enhancing learning outcomes. Exceptional teachers are
adept at explaining complex concepts in ways that are accessible to diverse learners. In addition to
verbal communication, active listening plays a vital role in understanding student needs and
responding appropriately.

Building Positive Relationships
Building meaningful relationships with students and their families is critical to creating a supportive
learning environment. Teachers who excel in this area demonstrate patience, respect, and genuine
interest in their students’ lives. This connection encourages student engagement and trust, essential
elements for academic success and personal growth.



Collaborating with Colleagues
Effective teachers also maintain strong professional relationships with fellow educators and staff.
Collaboration allows for the exchange of best practices, problem-solving, and the development of
cohesive educational strategies that benefit the entire school community.

Passion for Teaching and Student Success
Passion is a defining teacher of the year quality that drives educators to inspire and motivate their
students. Passionate teachers are enthusiastic about their subject matter and committed to making
learning enjoyable and meaningful. This enthusiasm often translates into higher student engagement
and achievement.

Dedication to Student Achievement
Teacher of the year recipients consistently prioritize student success by setting high expectations and
providing the necessary support to help students reach their full potential. They recognize individual
strengths and challenges, tailoring instruction to meet diverse learning needs.

Creating a Motivating Learning Environment
By fostering curiosity and encouraging critical thinking, passionate teachers create classrooms where
students feel motivated to explore and take intellectual risks. This atmosphere promotes lifelong
learning skills and academic excellence.

Innovative and Creative Teaching Methods
Innovative teaching methods are a hallmark of teacher of the year qualities. Exceptional educators
employ creative strategies to engage students and enhance understanding. This includes integrating
technology, hands-on activities, and real-world applications into lessons.

Utilizing Technology Effectively
Incorporating digital tools and multimedia resources allows teachers to cater to various learning styles
and increase interactivity. Skilled teachers stay current with educational technology trends to improve
instruction and student participation.

Designing Engaging Lesson Plans
Creativity in lesson planning involves developing activities that challenge students intellectually while
maintaining their interest. Project-based learning, collaborative tasks, and interdisciplinary
approaches are examples of methods that innovative teachers use to enrich the curriculum.



Strong Classroom Management
Maintaining an organized and disciplined classroom is essential for effective teaching and learning.
Teacher of the year qualities include the ability to establish clear rules, routines, and expectations
that create a positive and productive environment.

Establishing Consistent Procedures
Consistency in enforcing classroom policies helps minimize disruptions and maximizes instructional
time. Teachers who excel in management create a safe space where students know what is expected
and feel respected.

Promoting Positive Behavior
Rewarding positive actions and addressing challenges constructively encourages students to develop
self-discipline and accountability. This approach supports emotional and social development alongside
academic growth.

Commitment to Professional Development
Continuous learning is a vital teacher of the year quality. Outstanding educators actively seek
opportunities to improve their skills and knowledge through workshops, conferences, and advanced
coursework. This dedication ensures they remain effective and responsive to changes in education.

Reflective Practice
Reflective teachers regularly assess their instructional methods and student outcomes to identify
areas for growth. This practice leads to ongoing refinement of teaching strategies and better student
achievement.

Engagement in Educational Research
Participating in or applying educational research helps teachers stay informed about evidence-based
practices. This commitment enhances their ability to implement innovative and effective teaching
techniques.

Leadership and Collaboration
Teacher of the year qualities often include leadership both inside and outside the classroom. Effective
teachers serve as role models and contribute to school-wide initiatives that improve the educational
environment.



Mentoring and Supporting Peers
Leadership involves mentoring new teachers, sharing expertise, and fostering a collaborative culture.
Those recognized as teachers of the year often play key roles in professional learning communities
and committees.

Advocating for Students and Education
Strong leaders advocate for the needs and rights of their students and the teaching profession. They
engage with parents, administrators, and policymakers to promote policies that support quality
education.

Empathy and Student-Centered Approach
Empathy is a crucial teacher of the year quality that enables educators to understand and respond to
the emotional and academic needs of their students. A student-centered approach prioritizes
individual learning styles, backgrounds, and challenges.

Creating Inclusive Classrooms
Empathetic teachers foster inclusive environments where all students feel valued and supported.
They recognize diversity as a strength and adapt instruction to ensure equity.

Supporting Social and Emotional Learning
Addressing social and emotional development alongside academics helps students build resilience
and interpersonal skills. Teachers exemplifying these qualities integrate SEL practices into their daily
routines to support holistic student growth.

Summary of Teacher of the Year Qualities

Effective communication and relationship-building

Passion and dedication to student success

Innovative and creative instructional strategies

Strong classroom management and discipline

Ongoing professional development and reflective practice

Leadership and collaborative spirit



Empathy and a student-centered mindset

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key qualities of a Teacher of the Year?
A Teacher of the Year typically demonstrates exceptional communication skills, passion for teaching,
ability to inspire students, strong classroom management, creativity in lesson planning, dedication to
professional development, and a positive impact on the school community.

How does a Teacher of the Year inspire their students?
They inspire students by fostering a supportive and engaging learning environment, showing genuine
care for student success, encouraging critical thinking, and motivating students to reach their full
potential through innovative teaching methods.

Why is adaptability important for a Teacher of the Year?
Adaptability is crucial because it allows teachers to effectively respond to diverse student needs,
integrate new technologies, adjust to curriculum changes, and handle unexpected challenges,
ensuring continuous student engagement and learning.

In what ways do Teacher of the Year candidates demonstrate
leadership?
Candidates often lead by mentoring colleagues, initiating school improvement projects, advocating
for students, participating in professional learning communities, and contributing to a positive school
culture beyond their own classrooms.

How important is continuous professional development for a
Teacher of the Year?
Continuous professional development is vital as it helps teachers stay updated with the latest
educational research, instructional strategies, and technology tools, enabling them to enhance their
teaching effectiveness and student outcomes.

What role does empathy play in the qualities of a Teacher of
the Year?
Empathy allows teachers to understand and address students' emotional and academic needs, build
strong relationships, create a safe and inclusive classroom environment, and support students
through personal and academic challenges.



How do Teacher of the Year qualities impact student
achievement?
These qualities contribute to higher student engagement, improved critical thinking skills, increased
motivation, and better academic performance by creating an inspiring and supportive learning
atmosphere tailored to diverse student needs.

Additional Resources
1. The Heart of a Teacher: Inspiring Excellence in the Classroom
This book explores the essential qualities that define outstanding teachers, such as empathy,
patience, and dedication. It offers practical advice on how educators can connect with students on a
deeper level to foster a positive learning environment. Readers will find inspiring stories and
actionable strategies to elevate their teaching practice.

2. Leading with Passion: The Teacher of the Year’s Guide to Impact
Focused on leadership and influence, this book highlights how exceptional teachers motivate both
students and colleagues. It delves into the importance of vision, collaboration, and continuous growth
in education. The guide provides tools for teachers aiming to make a lasting difference in their schools
and communities.

3. Innovative Teaching: Strategies from Award-Winning Educators
Featuring case studies and interviews with Teacher of the Year recipients, this book showcases
creative methods for engaging students. It emphasizes the role of innovation in adapting to diverse
learning styles and challenges. Educators will gain fresh ideas to invigorate their classrooms and
inspire lifelong learning.

4. Building Bridges: Communication Skills for Outstanding Teachers
Effective communication is a hallmark of celebrated teachers, and this book breaks down techniques
to enhance clarity, empathy, and responsiveness. It covers strategies for interacting with students,
parents, and colleagues to build trust and collaboration. The book offers practical guidance for
fostering open and respectful dialogue in educational settings.

5. Resilience and Reflection: The Teacher’s Path to Excellence
This book addresses the emotional and professional challenges teachers face and how resilience can
lead to sustained success. It encourages self-reflection and mindfulness as tools for continuous
improvement. Readers will learn how to overcome setbacks and maintain passion for teaching
throughout their careers.

6. Cultivating Creativity: Encouraging Innovation in the Classroom
Highlighting the importance of creativity in education, this book provides strategies for nurturing
students’ imagination and critical thinking. It draws on examples from top educators who prioritize
creative problem-solving and exploration. Teachers will discover ways to create dynamic, student-
centered learning experiences.

7. Mentorship Matters: Guiding the Next Generation of Educators
This book focuses on the role of mentorship in professional development and student success. It
outlines the qualities of effective mentors and provides frameworks for supporting new teachers.
Readers will learn how to foster a culture of growth and collaboration within their educational



communities.

8. Equity in Education: Creating Inclusive Classrooms for All Learners
Addressing diversity and inclusion, this book explores how outstanding teachers promote equity in
their classrooms. It offers practical strategies for differentiating instruction and addressing systemic
barriers. The book is a valuable resource for educators committed to ensuring every student has the
opportunity to thrive.

9. The Reflective Teacher: Strategies for Lifelong Learning and Growth
This book emphasizes the importance of reflection as a continuous process for professional
excellence. It provides tools and exercises to help teachers assess their practice, set goals, and
embrace change. Educators will be inspired to adopt a growth mindset and pursue lifelong learning to
enhance their impact.
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  teacher of the year qualities: 12 Characteristics of an Effective Teacher Robert J. Walker,
2020-01-07 This 3rd edition of 12 Characteristics of an Effective Teacher includes 25 new essays
written by college students about their favorite K-12 teacher. These heartwarming essays are
additional true stores of outstanding teachers who helped students deal with a variety of personal,
emotional, social, and academic concerns such as: sexual identity, bullying, ADHD, dyslexia, hearing
impairment, losing a parent due to cancer, and helping students with physical appearance needs
such as; arranging for a student to get her hair done in order to sing at Carnegie Hall. This 3rd
edition also includes additional stories of great teachers who used unique teaching techniques in
order to educate the children in their classroom. After years of listening to students speak about
their favorite and most memorable teacher, and after years of reading students' essays of teachers
who made the most significant impact on their lives, the author's qualitative research has discovered
12 characteristics of an effective teacher.
  teacher of the year qualities: Qualities of Effective Teachers James H. Stronge, 2007
Remember those great teachers who made you excited about learning? Remember how it felt to be
in their classes and to experience how they made their classrooms come alive? What made those
teachers special? What qualities and skills did they have to ignite student learning? Most important,
how did those teachers help their students become successful?In Qualities of Effective Teachers, 2nd
edition, James H. Stronge shows educators how to recreate this same excitement and enthusiasm in
their own classrooms by describing the characteristics and skills of effective teachers. Stronge
synthesizes research to identify specific teacher behaviors that contribute to student achievement.
Rather than look at outside factors like demographics, district leadership, and state mandates,
Stronge focuses specifically on what teachers can control: their own preparation, personality, and
practices.Learn how effective teachers*Prepare to be effective educators.*Establish, manage, and
maintain learning-focused classroom environments.*Organize time, communicate expectations, and
plan instruction.*Present curriculum to support active and engaged learning.*Monitor student
progress, identify student potential, and meet the needs of special populations in the classroom.This
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second edition includes new tips and tools for engaging at-risk students and high-ability students. It
also includes skills checklists and an expanded, annotated bibliography to provide a springboard for
further insight and exploration. Teachers, educators who hire teachers, teacher leaders, supervisors,
and teachers-in-training can all use this book to learn to how to develop better teachers and to
improve the quality of learning for all students.
  teacher of the year qualities: Teacher Tenure Ovid K. Wong, Chak Lau, 2015-12-31 What is
tenure? It is a policy which gives teachers a permanent contract ensuring them a guarantee of
employment like for life. Tenured teachers cannot be fired unless for just cause such as gross
misconduct, or incompetence. Proponents of teacher tenure say that it is good. They argue that
tenure prevents teachers from being fired for inappropriate reasons; tenure protects teachers from
false accusations; tenure reduces teacher anxiety and allows them to become even better educators;
properly used, tenure creates an environment where teachers are encouraged to improve; and lastly
tenure protects good but veteran teachers from being fired for being too expensive. Opponents of
teacher tenure say that it is bad. They argue that tenured teachers if they are ineffective are often
extremely difficult to dismiss; dismissing tenured teachers takes a long time and is often extremely
expensive; almost every k-12 teacher receives tenure whether they have earned it or not; and last
but not least teacher tenure leads to complacency. The purpose of the book is not to further debate
the pros and cons of teacher tenure. Rather it examines the critical elements to better prepare
teachers for the tenure application and the tenure decision makers to make better informed
evaluation. Teacher Tenure: An Analysis of the Critical Elements begins with an unlikely
introduction of a story that uses rhetorical comparison of the shoe experience to connote the wisdom
of the teacher tenure process.
  teacher of the year qualities: 1st International Conference on Lifelong Education and
Leadership for ALL-ICLEL 2015 Assoc.Prof.Dr. Osman TİTREK, Ress. Asst. Gözed Sezen Gültekin,
Dr. Subhan EKŞİOĞLU, Asst. Prof. Dr. Demet ZAFER GÜNEŞ, Asst. Prof. Dr. Regec VOJTECH,
2016-03-01 Copyright © 2015, ICLEL Conferences All rights reserved by ICLEL Conferences
  teacher of the year qualities: The First-Year Teacher's Survival Guide Julia G. Thompson,
2018-03-27 The Updated Fourth Edition of the Award-Winning Book that Offers Beginning Educators
Everything They Need in Order to Survive and Thrive! Designed for new educators, this
award-winning book covers the basic strategies, activities, and tools teachers need to know in order
to succeed in the classroom. Now it its fourth edition, The First-Year Teacher's Survival Guide
contains new and updated material on essential topics including: classroom management (how to
prevent or minimize disruptions), sustaining professional growth, differentiated instruction,
nurturing a growth mindset, and much more. The fourth edition also offers downloadable forms and
worksheets, and video instruction on key topics. In addition, this must-have guide: Offers ideas for
dealing with homework and instructional concerns from parents and guardians Includes suggestions
for helping new professionals maintain a successful work-life balance Contains guidelines to
classroom technology and ideas for using digital tools to create engaging lessons Proposes proven
strategies for forging positive, supportive relationships with students Presents recommendations for
successfully managing the most common discipline problems This must-have guide is filled with the
information and tips new teachers need in order to face classroom situations with confidence.
  teacher of the year qualities: First Year Teacher's Survival Guide Julia G. Thompson,
2012-06-14 The best-selling First Year Teacher's Survival Kit gives new teachers a wide variety of
tested strategies, activities, and tools for creating a positive and dynamic learning environment
while meeting the challenges of each school day. Packed with valuable tips, the book helps new
teachers with everything from becoming effective team players and connecting with students to
handling behavior problems and working within diverse classrooms. The new edition is fully revised
and updated to cover changes in the K-12 classroom over the past five years. Updates to the second
edition include: • New ways teachers can meet the professional development requirements of the No
Child Left Behind Act • Entirely new section on helping struggling readers, to address the declining
literacy rate among today’s students • Expanded coverage of helpful technology solutions for the



classroom • Expanded information on teaching English Language Learners • Greater coverage of
the issues/challenges facing elementary teachers • More emphasis on how to reach and teach
students of poverty • Updated study techniques that have proven successful with at-risk students •
Tips on working effectively within a non-traditional school year schedule • The latest strategies for
using graphic organizers • More emphasis on setting goals to help students to succeed • More
information on intervening with students who are capable but choose not to work • Updated
information on teachers’ rights and responsibilities regarding discipline issues • Fully revised
Resources appendix including the latest educational Web sites and software
  teacher of the year qualities: The First-Year Teacher's Survival Guide Michelle
Cummings, Julia G. Thompson, 2024-04-02 The quick, comprehensive, and accessible guide that new
educators need to make it through the first year and thrive in the profession. The First-Year
Teacher's Survival Guide provides valuable strategies, activities, and tools you need to succeed in
the classroom. Now in its fifth edition, this book meets the needs of today’s K-12 teachers, updated
with the latest tools, techniques, and topics that aren’t addressed in teacher education programs.
Inside, you will find practical information on classroom management, professional growth,
trauma-informed practices, student engagement, social-emotional learning and more. You’ll also get
an essential introduction to teaching and learning in an AI-enabled world, as well as maximizing the
use of digital tools, devices, and apps. With downloadable forms, templates, and additional resources
available online, this book truly supports you as you enter the challenging and rewarding profession
of education. Get ideas for communicating with concerned parents and caregivers Learn tips for
maintaining a comfortable work-life balance and prioritizing self-care Help your students succeed
with tech-integration and personalized instruction Maintain a calm, safe classroom with classroom
management techniques, apps, and restorative practices Discover proven strategies for creating a
positive classroom environment and, supportive relationships with students This must-have guide is
filled with the information and tips new K-12 teachers need to face classroom challenges with
confidence and thrive in the profession.
  teacher of the year qualities: Teacher Toolkit Ross Morrison McGill, 2015-10-08 'This is a
book by a teacher still in the classroom after 20 years. Want to know how to survive? Read this book;
it's fizzing with ideas.' Ty Goddard, Co-founder of the Education Foundation A compendium of
teaching strategies, ideas and advice, which aims to motivate, comfort, amuse and above all reduce
your workload, by bestselling author Ross Morrison McGill, aka @TeacherToolkit. Teacher Toolkit is
a must-read for newly qualified and early career teachers and will support you through your first five
years in the primary or secondary classroom. It is packed with advice, tips and ideas for all aspects
of teaching practice, from lesson planning to marking and assessment, behaviour management and
differentiation. Ross believes that becoming a teacher is one of the best decisions you will ever
make, but after more than two decades in the classroom, he knows that it is not an easy journey! He
shares countless anecdotes from his own experience, from disastrous observations to marking in the
broom cupboard, and offers a wealth of strategies to help you become a true Vitruvian teacher: one
who is resilient, intelligent, innovative, collaborative and aspirational. Complete with a bespoke Five
Minute Plan in every chapter, photocopiable templates, QR codes, a detachable bookmark and
beautiful illustrations by renowned artist Polly Nor, Teacher Toolkit is everything you need to ensure
you are the best teacher you can be, whatever the new policy or framework. Ross is the bestselling
author of Mark. Plan. Teach., Just Great Teaching and 100 Ideas for Secondary Teachers:
Outstanding Lessons. Vitruvian teaching will help you survive your first five years: Year 1: Be
resilient (surviving your NQT year) Year 2: Be intelligent (refining your teaching) Year 3: Be
innovative (taking risks) Year 4: Be collaborative (working with others) Year 5: Be aspirational
(moving towards middle leadership) Start working towards Vitruvian today.
  teacher of the year qualities: Training to be a Primary School Teacher: ITT and Beyond
Megan Stephenson, Angela Gill, 2024-04-19 Your essential coursebook for primary initial teacher
training. Linked to the CCF and the ITTECF. This complete handbook supports your accredited
primary initial teacher training (ITT) course. *Covers all areas of core content outlined in the ITT



Core Content Framework and the Initial Teacher Training and Early Career Framework *Introduces
key educational debates and a range of pedagogical perspectives on teaching and learning *Includes
reflection activities to empower you to take control of your own learning and deepen your
understanding *Supports your understanding of how the academic aspects of your ITT course link
with your school-based experience *Provides you with opportunities to apply your knowledge in
context *Enhances your understanding of what is required of you during ITT; ensuring you get the
most out of your course
  teacher of the year qualities: Multimodality, Digitalization and Cognitivity in
Communication and Pedagogy Natalya V. Sukhova, Tatiana Dubrovskaya, Yulia A. Lobina,
2021-10-21 This book positions itself at the intersection of the key areas of the modern humanities.
Different authors from a variety of countries take innovative approaches to investigating multimodal
communication, adapting pedagogical design to digital environments and enhancing cognitive skills
through transformations in teaching and learning practices. The eclectic forms under study require
eclectic approaches and methodologies, and the authors cross disciplinary boundaries drawing on
philosophy, linguistics, semiotics, computational linguistics, mathematics, cognitive studies and
neuroaesthetics. Part I presents methods of analysing multimodal communication in its different
displays, covering promotional video in crowdfunding project presentations, multimodal public signs
of prohibition and visuals as arguments. Part II explores varied teaching methodologies that have
emerged as a result of and in response to modern technological changes and contains some practical
hints for educators. It demonstrates the pedagogical potential of video games, virtual worlds,
linguistic corpora and online dictionaries. Part III focuses on psychological and cognitive factors
influencing success in the classroom, primarily, ways of developing students’ and teachers’
personalities. The volume sits at the intersection between Communication Studies, Digital
Humanities, Discourse Analysis, Education Theory and Cognitive Studies and is useful to scholars
and students of communication, languages, education and other areas of the humanities. This book
should trigger scholarly discussions as well as stimulating practitioners’ interest in these fields.
  teacher of the year qualities: Learning to Teach Science in the Secondary School Rob
Toplis, 2015-02-11 Learning to Teach Science in the Secondary School is an indispensable guide
with a fresh approach to the process, practice and reality of teaching and learning science in a busy
secondary school. This fourth edition has been fully updated in the light of changes to professional
knowledge and practice and revisions to the national curriculum. Written by experienced
practitioners, this popular textbook comprehensively covers the opportunities and challenges of
teaching science in the secondary school. It provides guidance on: • the knowledge and skills you
need, and understanding the science department at your school • development of the science
curriculum • the nature of science and how science works, biology, chemistry, physics and
astronomy, earth science • planning for progression, using schemes of work to support planning ,
and evaluating lessons • language in science, practical work, using ICT , science for citizenship, Sex
and Health Education and learning outside the classroom • assessment for learning and external
assessment and examinations Every unit includes a clear chapter introduction, learning objectives,
further reading, lists of useful resources and specially designed tasks – including those to support
Masters Level work – as well as cross-referencing to essential advice in the core text Learning to
Teach in the Secondary School, sixth edition. Learning to Teach Science in the Secondary School is
designed to support student teachers through the transition from graduate scientist to practising
science teacher, while achieving the highest level of personal and professional development.
  teacher of the year qualities: Bulletin United States. Office of Education, 1960
  teacher of the year qualities: Bulletin , 1960
  teacher of the year qualities: Statistics of Land-grant Colleges and Universities United
States. Office of Education, 1959
  teacher of the year qualities: Experiencing Teacher Leadership Michael Coquyt,
2019-06-12 Experiencing Teacher Leadership is unique in the sense that it chronicles the
experiences of five novice teacher leaders as they navigate their new roles as teacher leaders in



their respective schools. Teacher leadership is a not a new term in most educational circles, but
many educators are still unclear about the benefits of using teachers as leaders let alone what it
looks like in action. This book takes a deep dive into the experiences, good and bad, as five teacher
leaders move in, move through, and move out of their first year as leaders in their respective
buildings. In order to do truly appreciate and understand their experiences, qualitative research
methods, mainly interviews and observations, were used to obtain valuable information from a first
person perspective. It is imperative that the (voice) of actual teacher leaders is heard and
documented for anyone who is interested in learning more about school leadership that falls
somewhere in between the classroom and the administration. Quite possibly, the most beneficial
feature for the reader is to discover what these teacher leaders learned along the way. Transitioning
from the classroom to a leadership role is difficult for many, and the first year in this new role is
certainly the most challenging. This book highlights the challenges, but most importantly, offers
practical guidance to prepare for and overcome some of the impediments first-year teacher leaders
face.
  teacher of the year qualities: A Year Full of Writing Projects for Middle School Elizabeth
Whitney, 2001 Meet the diverse learning needs of students with intriguing projects that include
advertising posters, comic books, broadcast news stories, and magazine articles.
  teacher of the year qualities: Bloomsbury Class 2 Semester 2 Teacher Resource Book
(Academic Year 2023-24) , 2023-05-20 Bloomsbury Class 2 Semester 2 Teacher Resource Book
(Academic Year 2023-24)
  teacher of the year qualities: Teacher of the Year Indiana Teacher of the Year Program,
1992
  teacher of the year qualities: Annual Reports of the Department of the Interior for the
Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 1897 , 1898
  teacher of the year qualities: Papers for the Teacher: Object teaching and oral lessons
on social science and common things Henry Barnard, 1860
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