teacher from the black lagoon series

teacher from the black lagoon series is a prominent character archetype
featured in the popular children's book series "The Black Lagoon," written by
Mike Thaler and illustrated by Jared Lee. This series humorously explores the
exaggerated fears and imaginations of a young boy named Hubie, who perceives
his teachers and school environment as monstrous or terrifying figures. The
teacher from the Black Lagoon series serves as both a source of humor and a
reflection of common childhood anxieties about school authority figures. This
article delves into the origins, characteristics, and cultural impact of the
teacher character in the Black Lagoon books. It will also analyze the
educational value and the underlying themes that make the series resonate
with young readers. Finally, this comprehensive overview will provide
insights into the series’ contribution to children's literature and its role
in addressing school-related fears.
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Overview of the Black Lagoon Series

The Black Lagoon series is a collection of humorous children’s books that
focus on the imaginative fears and perceptions of a boy named Hubie. Authored
by Mike Thaler and illustrated by Jared Lee, the series includes titles such
as "The Teacher from the Black Lagoon," "The Principal from the Black
Lagoon," and "The Gym Teacher from the Black Lagoon." Each book presents a
different school-related character or situation exaggerated through Hubie’s
eyes, where ordinary adults appear as monstrous or intimidating creatures.
This approach offers a playful look at the anxieties children often feel
about school and authority figures. The series has gained significant
popularity among young readers and educators for its relatable content and
entertaining storytelling style.

The Character of the Teacher from the Black



Lagoon

Origins and Portrayal

The teacher character in the Black Lagoon series is introduced as an
intimidating and somewhat monstrous figure from Hubie’s perspective.
Typically depicted with exaggerated features and an ominous presence, the
teacher embodies the fears children frequently associate with strict or
unfamiliar authority figures. Despite this initial scary impression, the
teacher character is ultimately shown to be kind, understanding, and
supportive, helping to dispel the myths and anxieties surrounding
schoolteachers.

Visual and Narrative Characteristics

The teacher from the Black Lagoon is illustrated with a combination of
playful exaggeration and cartoonish menace. Dark shadows, sharp teeth, and a
serious demeanor are common visual elements used to amplify Hubie’s fear.
Narratively, the teacher’s behavior is often misunderstood by Hubie, who
anticipates punishment or harshness, only to discover that the teacher’s true
nature is caring and patient. This duality serves as a key mechanism in the
storytelling, balancing humor with reassurance.

Role in the Series

Within the Black Lagoon series, the teacher character plays a central role in
highlighting the theme of overcoming fears. The teacher from the Black Lagoon
is frequently the first school authority figure that Hubie encounters, making
this character’s depiction crucial in setting the tone for the series.
Through this character, the books explore common childhood concerns such as
fear of the unknown, anxiety about new environments, and the challenge of
adapting to school routines.

Themes and Educational Significance

Addressing Childhood Fears

The teacher from the Black Lagoon series effectively addresses childhood
fears related to school and authority figures. By presenting these fears
through a humorous and exaggerated lens, the books allow children to confront
and normalize their anxieties. The transformation of the teacher’s image from
frightening to friendly helps young readers understand that their worries are
often based on misconceptions.



Encouraging Positive Attitudes Toward School

The series promotes a positive attitude toward education and school life by
demystifying intimidating figures like the teacher. It encourages children to
approach school with curiosity rather than fear. The teacher’s eventual
kindness and supportiveness reinforce the message that teachers are allies in
learning and personal growth.

Use in Educational Settings

Educators and parents often use the Black Lagoon books as tools to ease
children’s anxieties about starting school or facing new teachers. The books’
engaging narrative and illustrations make them effective for classroom read-
alouds and discussions about feelings, respect, and communication. They also
serve as a springboard for activities focused on self-expression and
emotional intelligence.

Impact on Children's Literature and Popular
Culture

Popularity and Reception

The teacher from the Black Lagoon series has become a beloved figure in
children’s literature thanks to its unique approach to common childhood
fears. The books have received praise for their humor, relatable content, and
ability to engage reluctant readers. The series’ success has led to numerous
titles, spin-offs, and adaptations, solidifying its place in the canon of
children’s school-themed literature.

Influence on Other Works

The Black Lagoon series has influenced other authors and illustrators in the
children’s book market by demonstrating how humor and exaggeration can be
used to address serious themes like fear and anxiety. Its approach has
inspired similar works that blend playful storytelling with educational
messages, expanding the genre of school-related children’s books.

Merchandising and Media

Beyond the books, the teacher from the Black Lagoon character has appeared in
various merchandise such as classroom posters, bookmarks, and educational
materials. These items help reinforce the series’ messages and create a
recognizable brand associated with school readiness and positive learning
experiences.



Why the Teacher from the Black Lagoon Resonates
with Readers

Relatability of Childhood Experiences

The teacher from the Black Lagoon resonates deeply with readers because it
reflects a universal childhood experience: the fear of the unknown,
especially in school settings. Children often imagine authority figures as
intimidating, and this series validates those feelings while offering
reassurance. The character’s transformation from scary to kind mirrors the
real-life process many children go through when adjusting to new teachers.

Humor as a Coping Mechanism

Humor is a key element in the Black Lagoon series, helping children cope with
anxiety and fear. The exaggerated depictions of the teacher invite laughter
rather than tears, making it easier for young readers to face their concerns
with a lighter heart. This use of comedy fosters emotional resilience and
helps children develop a more balanced perspective on challenges.

Engagement Through Illustrations and Storytelling

The vivid illustrations and engaging storytelling style captivate children’s
attention and enhance their understanding of the teacher’s role. The
combination of visual exaggeration and relatable narrative invites children
to explore their feelings safely and imaginatively, promoting empathy and
self-awareness.

Key Takeaways for Parents and Educators

Recognize that childhood fears about teachers are common and valid.

Use the Black Lagoon series as a tool to initiate conversations about
feelings and school readiness.

e Encourage children to express their anxieties creatively through drawing
or storytelling.

Reinforce the message that teachers are supportive partners in learning.

Incorporate humor and playfulness in addressing emotional challenges.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the main teacher character in the 'Teacher
from the Black Lagoon' series?

The main teacher character is Mrs. Green, who is often imagined by the
students as a scary figure from the Black Lagoon.

What is the premise of the 'Teacher from the Black
Lagoon' series?

The series humorously explores a student's imaginative fears about their
teacher, portraying her as a monstrous figure from the Black Lagoon before
revealing her true kind nature.

Who is the author of the 'Teacher from the Black
Lagoon' series?

The series is written by Mike Thaler.

What age group is the 'Teacher from the Black
Lagoon' series targeted towards?

The series is targeted towards young children in early elementary school,
typically ages 4 to 8.

How does the 'Teacher from the Black Lagoon' series
help children with school-related fears?

It helps children by using humor and imaginative storytelling to address
common fears about teachers and school, showing that teachers are caring and
approachable.

Are there other characters in the 'Teacher from the
Black Lagoon' series besides the teacher?

Yes, the series features the student narrator and classmates who share in the
imaginative scenarios about the teacher.

What is a common theme in the 'Teacher from the
Black Lagoon' books?

A common theme is overcoming fear and anxiety about starting school or
meeting a new teacher.



Has the 'Teacher from the Black Lagoon' series
received any awards?

While the series is popular and well-loved, it has not won major literary
awards but is frequently recommended by educators and librarians.

How many books are there in the 'Teacher from the
Black Lagoon' series?

There are several books in the series, including titles like 'Teacher from
the Black Lagoon,' 'Principal from the Black Lagoon,' and 'Librarian from the
Black Lagoon.'

Additional Resources

1. Teacher from the Black Lagoon

This is the original book in the series where the protagonist, Hubie,
imagines his new teacher as a terrifying creature from the Black Lagoon. As
the story unfolds, Hubie discovers that his fears are unfounded, and his
teacher is actually kind and helpful. The book uses humor and suspense to
engage young readers while addressing common anxieties about meeting new
teachers.

2. Teacher from the Black Lagoon Gets a Substitute

In this installment, Hubie worries about what will happen when his regular
teacher is away and a substitute takes over the class. His imagination runs
wild, picturing the substitute as even scarier than his usual teacher. The
story ultimately shows that substitutes can be just as nice and fun, helping
children feel more comfortable with change.

3. Teacher from the Black Lagoon Goes to Camp

Hubie is nervous about going to camp, especially since his teacher will be
there too. He envisions the teacher as a monstrous figure lurking in the
woods. Through humorous illustrations and narrative, the book explores
childhood fears and how they can be overcome through friendship and
understanding.

4. Teacher from the Black Lagoon Gets a Pet

This book follows Hubie as he imagines the chaos that might ensue if his
teacher brought a wild pet to school. His vivid imagination turns the pet
into a scary creature, causing him to worry about the classroom environment.
The story highlights themes of imagination, responsibility, and empathy
toward animals.

5. Teacher from the Black Lagoon Takes a Test

Hubie is anxious about an upcoming test and fears his teacher might be
especially strict or scary during the exam. His worries spiral into
exaggerated images of the teacher as a frightening figure. The book helps



children understand test anxiety and encourages a positive attitude toward
assessment.

6. Teacher from the Black Lagoon Gets a New Job

In this story, Hubie learns that his teacher is leaving for a new job, and he
imagines all the monstrous reasons for the departure. The narrative gently
addresses themes of change, loss, and new beginnings, helping children cope
with transitions in their lives.

7. Teacher from the Black Lagoon Goes Back to School

After a summer break, Hubie is apprehensive about seeing his teacher again
and wonders if the teacher will be different or scarier. His imagination
creates a series of funny and frightening scenarios. The book reassures
children about returning to school and rekindling classroom relationships.

8. Teacher from the Black Lagoon Takes Attendance

Hubie imagines his teacher using attendance as a way to catch misbehaving
students in monstrous ways. The story uses humor to explore classroom
routines and the importance of participation and responsibility in school.

9. Teacher from the Black Lagoon Gets a Raise

Hubie’s imagination runs wild thinking about what it means for his teacher to
get a raise, picturing monstrous celebrations and changes in the classroom.
The book touches on concepts of work, appreciation, and rewards in a way that
is accessible to young readers.
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teacher from the black lagoon series: The Teacher from the Black Lagoon Mike Thaler,
2008-08 Will I have a friend?: A little boy makes a friend on his first day of school.

teacher from the black lagoon series: Black Lagoon Mike Thaler, 2014 An outrageously
funny series from Mike Thaler and Jared Lee showing how rumors can make a student create a
monster of any teacher! Follow Hubie's imagination as he faces his comically horrific fears at school.
These stories are sure to amuse and quell fears of new experiences at the same time!Aligned to
Common Core Standards and correlated to state standards.Picture Books is an imprint of Spotlight,
a division of ABDO.

teacher from the black lagoon series: The Music Teacher from the Black Lagoon Mike
Thaler, 2014-05-27 It's another scary day at the Black Lagoon. . . . Join Hubie once again as he faces
his comically horrific fears during his first day of music class. Featuring a Valkyrie/Viking teacher
who comes armed with a pitchfork, a laser baton, and a prison called Sing-Sing, this story is sure to
amuse and quell fears of new experiences at the same time!

teacher from the black lagoon series: The Gym Teacher from the Black Lagoon Mike
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Thaler, 2014-03-25 It's another scary day at the Black Lagoon. . . . There's a new gym teacher
transferring over from the junior high, and Hubie is worried. The junior high students say he's big,
mean, and blows his whistle a lot. Will Hubie really have to run a lap around the world to pass Mr.
Green's class? Will he be able to lift Mr. Green's pickup truck and climb up a rope while it's on
fire?Hubie doesn't want to go to gym class anymore!

teacher from the black lagoon series: The Teacher from the Black Lagoon Mike Thaler, 1989
On the first day of school, a young boy expects only the worst when he discovers that his new
teacher is the monstrous Mrs. Green.

teacher from the black lagoon series: The Substitute Teacher from the Black Lagoon Mike
Thaler, 2014-07-29 It's another scary day at the Black Lagoon. . . . Mrs. Green is out sick and
Hubie's class is going to have a sub! The students are ready to party all day...until they meet Mr.
Frank N. Stein! Join Hubie once again as he faces his comically horrific fears during his first class
with a substitute teacher. Featuring a nine-foot-tall teacher who crashes through walls and hurls
students into outer space, this story is sure to amuse and quell fears of new experiences at the same
time!

teacher from the black lagoon series: The Class from the Black Lagoon Mike Thaler,
2014-02-25 t's another scary day at the Black Lagoon . . . for the new teacher, Mrs. Green. There's a
new class coming for the first day of school and Mrs. Green is worried. Is it true that the class is
really weird and that they put their last three teachers into early retirement? Will the students really
turn into horrible ghouls as soon as they get to school? Will Mrs. Green really need her ultimate
survival kit to teach the class or tame the class?

teacher from the black lagoon series: Pencils Down! Paula Greene, 2012-09 Pencils Down!
has been forty-five years in the making. It is hoped that by sharing classroom experiences, the
reader will be entertained, enlightened, and educated. The ideas presented are written for all
educators: veteran, novice, substitute and student teachers, parents who homeschool, college and
university professors, as well as for anyone who has a child in his or her care. The guide offers the
fruit of my experiences, gleaned from a lifetime in the classroom. Writing this book has been a labor
of love, and it is my sincere hope that all educators reading this book will find some fresh insight
into the wonderful profession of teaching. Pencils Down! will take you on a journey whose itinerary
begins in elementary school and spans more than four decades. I have taken that journey at the head
of the class.Many an author has written a book on education without ever having stepped into a real
classroom. I have stepped into many classrooms, many times, over many years, and now feel
qualified to write my first book.Having successfully survived as a teacher forty-five years in the
public and private sectors of both the New York and Nevada school systems prompted me to write
this book, a book packed with lessons that work, school humor, enrichment activities, and sage
advice ready to be used by anyone who desires to instill a love of learning in a child. You may wish to
do many of the lessons with your students. Most of the text deals with activities based on beloved
children's books. I have selected more than fifty children's books I most enjoyed reading and
teaching my students. Although some of these books never achieved Newbery Medal award status,
each book teaches something of life's lessons, and each is a gem. My first priority was selecting
excellent children's books. I have selected a broad and diverse collection of children's books with the
hope that by using these books daily with all elementary school children, each child can learn to love
books and appreciate the extended benefits of lifelong literacy.To give you a true flavor of what is
covered, a summary of each part follows. Welcome to Pencils Down!Part One: School HumorYou are
reading this either because you are contemplating a career in teaching or are curious to find out
whether a veteran teacher can still be sane after spending forty-five years in the classroom. Part One
presents the humorous side to an otherwise serious profession. You will get a glimpse of nineteenth
and early twentieth century rules for teachers and peruse a copy of the contract teachers were made
to sign. Both will make you wonder why anyone would consider a career in education. You will find
out what teachers make and be privy to the public's low opinion of teachers' salaries. If you survive
the reality show for educators, you may continue reading the book. School anecdotal incidents,



accrued from many years in the classroom, will be shared. You will learn why God created the
teacher and will be introduced to the new school policy. A test designed for preschoolers will
challenge you. Answers from kindergartners and first graders as to why we read and write will be
sure to surprise and amuse you. Actual student test answers and parental notes are included, both
good for a chuckle. The difference between an educator and a teacher will be clarified. Today's
schools, vs. schools in the 50's and 60's, will make you wish you were teaching in a simpler era and
make you wonder if schools are still teaching math. An Australian school's answering machine will
make you smile, as will the eleven things you did not and will not learn in school. Part Two: Getting
to Know YouGetting to know you, Getting to know all about you.

teacher from the black lagoon series: The ELL Teacher's Toolbox Larry Ferlazzo, Katie
Hull Sypnieski, 2018-04-24 Practical strategies to support your English language learners The ELL
Teacher’s Toolbox is a practical, valuable resource to be used by teachers of English Language
Learners, in teacher education credential programs, and by staff development professionals and
coaches. It provides hundreds of innovative and research-based instructional strategies you can use
to support all levels of English Language Learners. Written by proven authors in the field, the book
is divided into two main sections: Reading/Writing and Speaking/Listening. Each of those sections
includes “Top Ten” favorites and between 40 and 70 strategies that can be used as part of multiple
lessons and across content areas. Contains 60% new strategies Features ready-to-use lesson plans
Includes reproducible handouts Offers technology integration ideas The percentage of public school
students in the U.S. who are English language learners grows each year—and with this book, you’ll
get a ton of fresh, innovative strategies to add to your teaching arsenal.

teacher from the black lagoon series: Linking Picture Books to Standards Brenda S.
Copeland, Patricia A. Messner, 2003-10-30 This practical handbook provides more than 30
ready-to-use lesson plans that connect picture books to the national language arts standards set
forth by NCTE and IRA. Designed for the primary grades, all lessons have been classroom tested and
come with dozens of reproducible patterns and worksheets. Each lesson plan includes bibliographic
information, a description of the standards applied in the lesson, skills and objectives, grade level,
lists of props and materials, costume ideas, a step-by-step lesson description, comprehension
questions, and follow-up activities. A wonderful tool for anyone who works with young students, this
guide will generate hours of creative exploration, learning, and delight. Grades K-3

teacher from the black lagoon series: Can I Have a Cell Phone for Hanukkah? Sharon Duke
Estroff, 2008-11-19 How do you help your child choose between mandatory baseball practice and
Hebrew school? How can you plan a birthday party (not to mention bar or bat mitzvah party!) for
your child without sacrificing your values, sanity, and pocketbook? How can you keep peace on the
homework homefront? And how do you deal with Santa envy-let alone the entire month of
December? As any modern Jewish parent knows, balancing family traditions and the realities of
contemporary culture can be incredibly challenging. Answering questions both old and new, Jewish
and secular, internationally syndicated parenting columnist and award-winning Jewish educator and
mother of four, Sharon Duke Estroff illuminates the ways that Jewish tradition can be used to form a
lasting, emotional safety net for modern families. Can I Have a Cell Phone for Hanukkah? is an
instant classic.

teacher from the black lagoon series: How to Reach and Teach Children with Challenging
Behavior (K-8) Kaye Otten, Jodie Tuttle, 2010-11-09 Interventions for students who exhibit
challenging behavior Written by behavior specialists Kaye Otten and Jodie Tuttle--who together have
40 years of experience working with students with challenging behavior in classroom settings--this
book offers educators a practical approach to managing problem behavior in schools. It is filled with
down-to-earth advice, ready-to-use forms, troubleshooting tips, recommended resources, and
teacher-tested strategies. Using this book, teachers are better able to intervene proactively,
efficiently, and effectively with students exhibiting behavior problems. The book includes
research-backed support for educators and offers: Instructions for creating and implementing an
effective class-wide behavior management program Guidelines for developing engaging lessons and



activities that teach and support positive behavior Advice for assisting students with the
self-regulation and management their behavior and emotions

teacher from the black lagoon series: The Spring Dance from the Black Lagoon (Black
Lagoon Adventures #15) Mike Thaler, 2014-04-29 These fun-filled chapter books mix school,
monsters, and common kid problems with hilarious results. You'll scream with laughter! It's spring
and Hubie's class is having a dance. Everyone has to go. Everyone has to dance...with girls! But
Hubie has two left feet and all the wrong moves. Plus his dance teacher is the size of a football
player. Will Hubie sweep his partner off her feer, or will he end up flat on his face?

teacher from the black lagoon series: Phonological Awareness Yvette Zgonc, 2023-10-11
Do you find yourself asking: How am I supposed to put assessment, differentiated instruction, and
multi-tiered instruction into practice? In this book author Yvette Zgonc gives you a wealth of
phonological awareness activities directly tied into the three-tiered model of RTI. At your fingertips
you’ll find activities for use with the whole class, for small groups not making adequate progress,
and for individual students who need the most intensive and explicit instruction. Informed by
research on how the brain learns best, these songs, poems, games, and activities will keep students
engaged, involved, and having fun because that’s when learning is sustained. So whether they're
pretending to be superheroes, surgical assistants, baseball pitchers, or just lowly worms, get ready
to see your students actually enjoy strengthening their phonological awareness skills. This
jam-packed collection will help you to: Engage students with easy-to-do activities that take little or
no prep-time; Tailor your instruction to students’ individual needs; Assess students’ phonological
awareness skills (with tests in English & Spanish); Monitor & track student progress, and Integrate
works of children’s literature into skills-based activities. Whether or not you are following the
three-tiered RTI model, this volume will help you to effectively teach and keep track of your
students. And that brings you one step closer to the ultimate goal—success for all children.

teacher from the black lagoon series: The ELL Teacher's Toolbox 2.0 Larry Ferlazzo,
Katie Hull Sypnieski, 2025-03-05 Set your English language learners up for success with this
effective resource The ELL Teacher's Toolbox 2.0 is a valuable, updated resource that teachers of
English Language Learners (ELLs) can use to improve student outcomes. With hundreds of
innovative strategies and activities to bring to your classroom, this book can be used with learners of
all levels and in any instructional setting. This revised edition provides the latest enhancements to
the instructional tools—along with 16 new chapters that you can add to your teaching repertoire.
New content includes coverage of artificial intelligence, online learning environments, and
differentiated instruction. Graphics and visuals make it easy to understand and adapt the content to
your unique teaching situation. Written by proven authors in the field, the book is divided into two
main sections: Reading/Writing and Speaking/Listening. Each of those sections includes “Top Ten”
favorites and between 40 and 70 strategies that can be used as part of multiple lessons and across
content areas. Contains 60% new strategies Features ready-to-use lesson plans Includes
reproducible handouts Offers technology integration ideas For the growing number of ELLs in public
schools, effective ELL instruction can mean the difference between long-term academic success and
continued struggling. In this book, you'll find countless practical ideas to add to your teaching
arsenal—or for training and coaching ELL teachers—so you can support your students on their
journey.

teacher from the black lagoon series: The Three Wise Guys Mike Thaler, 2010 A
wise-cracking boy is recruited to play one of the wise men in the Christmas pageant.

teacher from the black lagoon series: Connecting Disciplinary Literacy and Digital
Storytelling in K-12 Education Haas, Leslie, Tussey, Jill, 2021-01-15 The idea of storytelling goes
beyond the borders of language, culture, or traditional education, and has historically been a tie that
bonds families, communities, and nations. Digital storytelling offers opportunities for authentic
academic and non-academic literacy learning across a multitude of genres. It is easily accessible to
most members of society and has the potential to transform the boundaries of traditional education.
As concepts around traditional literacy education evolve and become more culturally and



linguistically relevant and responsive, the connections between digital storytelling and disciplinary
literacy warrant considered exploration. Connecting Disciplinary Literacy and Digital Storytelling in
K-12 Education develops a conceptual framework around pedagogical connections to digital
storytelling within K-12 disciplinary literacy practices. This essential reference book supports
student success through the integration of digital storytelling across content areas and grade levels.
Covering topics that include immersive storytelling, multiliteracies, social justice, and pedagogical
storytelling, it is intended for stakeholders interested in innovative K-12 disciplinary literacy skill
development, research, and practices including but not limited to curriculum directors, education
faculty, educational researchers, instructional facilitators, literacy professionals, teachers,
pre-service teachers, professional development coordinators, teacher preparation programs, and
students.

teacher from the black lagoon series: Pathways to Independence Jo Worthy, Karen
Broaddus, Gay Ivey, 2001-04-20 This comprehensive text presents a core of research-based
approaches to engaging, effective literacy instruction in the middle grades. Methods and materials
are described to foster reading skills, content mastery, and writing in different formats and for
different purposes. The authors emphasize the need to tailor instruction to the needs, strengths, skill
levels, and interests of diverse students. They offer recommendations for reading lists that
incorporate critically acclaimed fiction and nonfiction, popular series books, and other
student-friendly materials. Special features include case studies, examples of teaching and
assessment activities, and commentary from middle-school teachers and students. Appendices
contain reproducible forms and lists of recommended reading materials and resources.

teacher from the black lagoon series: Bouncing Off the Moon David Gerrold, 2019-07-16
Charles thought the Moon would be a new beginning. Now, he knows he'll be lucky just to stay alive.
Having escaped both an Earth on the verge of global collapse and their squabbling parents in a
divorce at Geosynchronous Station, a newly independent Charles Chigger Dingillian and his two
brothers find themselves alone on the Moon with very few prospects. Worse, they are being hunted
by ruthless interplanetary corporations who would stop at nothing to come in possession of a
memory bar the boys smuggled on board. Totally unsure of who they can trust—if anyone—the three
boys must find a way to make it on their own in unfamiliar territory. Only one thing is certain: The
Moon is not a safe place to be.

teacher from the black lagoon series: Jumping Off the Planet David Gerrold, 2019-07-16 A
trip to the Moon? Sounds like the perfect family vacation. Only, for 13-year-old Charles Chigger
Dingillian, life is anything but perfect. His parents fight so much, they put the dis into dysfunctional.
His brothers, Stinky and Weird, are impossible to get along with. And his neighborhood is a
down-trodden tunnel community on Earth. It's supposed to be a short vacation—a trip up the Line,
Earth's space elevator, and then home again. Halfway there, Chigger hits on a plan: if his parents
can't find a way to work things out, why not just divorce them? The idea sounds crazy . . . until it
works. But Chigger soon realizes he has much bigger problems: The people they meet on the Moon
seem overly friendly and way too interested in his family. Suddenly, the quick pleasure trip takes a
detour into danger as Chigger suspects they are targets of an interstellar manhunt. Their only hope
may be to jump off the planet.
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