
teacher salary in atlanta public schools

teacher salary in atlanta public schools is a critical topic for educators, policymakers, and prospective

teachers considering a career within the Atlanta Public Schools (APS) district. Understanding the

salary structure, factors influencing compensation, and how these salaries compare to other districts is

essential for assessing the financial viability of teaching positions in this vibrant metropolitan area. This

article delves into the specifics of teacher salaries in Atlanta Public Schools, exploring base pay, salary

schedules, benefits, and additional financial incentives available to educators. It also examines how

experience, educational attainment, and certification levels impact earnings. Finally, the discussion

highlights comparisons with other school districts and addresses recent trends affecting teacher

compensation in the region. The detailed insights provided here aim to assist current and future

educators in making informed decisions about their careers within Atlanta Public Schools.
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Additional Compensation and Benefits for APS Teachers

Comparison with Other School Districts

Trends and Future Outlook for Teacher Salaries in Atlanta

Overview of Teacher Salary Structure in Atlanta Public Schools

The teacher salary in Atlanta public schools is organized through a structured pay scale that takes into



account various factors, including years of experience and educational qualifications. The base salary

schedule typically starts at a defined entry-level rate for new teachers and increases incrementally with

each year of service. This structured approach ensures transparency and predictability for educators

planning their professional growth within the district.

Base Salary and Starting Pay

New teachers entering Atlanta Public Schools usually receive a starting salary that aligns with district

budget allocations and competitive market standards for the region. As of the most recent data, entry-

level teachers with a bachelor’s degree can expect a starting salary that reflects efforts to attract

qualified educators. The starting pay varies depending on the teacher’s certification and educational

background.

Salary Schedule and Increments

The salary schedule for APS teachers is designed to reward longevity and advanced education.

Annual increments are provided based on completed years of service, encouraging teacher retention.

Increases are also given for earning advanced degrees such as a master’s or doctorate, which

positions educators for higher pay brackets within the district’s scale.

Factors Influencing Teacher Salary

Several key factors influence the teacher salary in Atlanta public schools, affecting the overall

compensation package. Understanding these elements is crucial for teachers seeking to maximize

their earnings and career advancement opportunities within the district.



Educational Attainment

One of the most significant determinants of salary in APS is the level of education attained by the

teacher. Teachers who possess advanced degrees, such as a Master’s or higher, typically earn higher

salaries than those holding only a Bachelor’s degree. The district’s salary schedule reflects these

distinctions by allocating specific pay scales for each degree level.

Years of Experience

Experience is a fundamental factor in salary determination. Teachers with more years of service within

Atlanta Public Schools benefit from incremental salary increases. This system rewards commitment

and expertise, offering financial incentives for educators who dedicate more time to the district.

Certification and Specializations

Additional certifications or endorsements in high-demand subject areas or special education can also

influence salary. Teachers with specialized qualifications may receive salary supplements or be placed

on higher pay steps, acknowledging their expertise and the district’s need for specific skills.

Additional Compensation and Benefits for APS Teachers

Beyond base salary, teacher compensation in Atlanta Public Schools includes various benefits and

additional financial incentives. These components contribute significantly to the overall attractiveness of

teaching positions within the district.



Bonuses and Incentives

APS occasionally offers bonuses to teachers for exemplary performance, critical subject area teaching,

or working in high-need schools. These bonuses serve as motivation and recognition for educators

who make significant contributions to student success or take on challenging assignments.

Health Insurance and Retirement Benefits

Comprehensive health insurance plans are part of the benefits package provided to APS teachers.

Additionally, the district participates in state retirement systems, offering teachers long-term financial

security after their careers end. These benefits are critical components of total compensation and are

factored into the overall value of teacher salaries.

Professional Development Opportunities

Atlanta Public Schools supports ongoing professional development, which can indirectly affect salary

by enabling teachers to qualify for advanced pay scales. Opportunities for training, workshops, and

continuing education are available to help educators enhance their skills and credentials.

Comparison with Other School Districts

Evaluating the teacher salary in Atlanta public schools relative to other districts provides insight into

the competitiveness of APS compensation packages. Such comparisons are valuable for educators

considering positions in the region or comparing public school systems nationwide.



Regional Salary Comparisons

Atlanta Public Schools generally offer salaries that are competitive within the state of Georgia, though

variations exist between urban and suburban districts. Factors such as cost of living, funding

availability, and district priorities influence these differences, with APS often positioned as a mid-to-

upper tier employer in terms of pay.

National Salary Context

When compared nationally, teacher salaries in Atlanta public schools may be below the averages

reported in some states with higher cost of living or larger education budgets. However, APS

compensates with benefits, professional growth opportunities, and a dynamic teaching environment

that attracts diverse educators.

Trends and Future Outlook for Teacher Salaries in Atlanta

The landscape of teacher salary in Atlanta public schools continues to evolve due to economic factors,

policy changes, and educational priorities. Monitoring these trends is essential for understanding how

teacher compensation may develop in upcoming years.

Impact of Budgetary Constraints and Funding

Fluctuations in district funding and state education budgets directly impact teacher salary increases

and hiring capabilities. Periods of budget tightening can result in salary freezes or limited raises, while

increased funding may lead to salary enhancements and expanded benefits.



Policy Initiatives and Negotiations

Ongoing negotiations between teacher unions and district administration influence salary structures

and working conditions. Policy initiatives aimed at improving teacher retention and recruitment are

likely to affect future salary adjustments and incentive programs within Atlanta Public Schools.

Long-Term Salary Growth Projections

Looking ahead, teacher salary in Atlanta public schools is expected to gradually increase in alignment

with inflation, cost of living adjustments, and efforts to remain competitive in the education job market.

Strategic planning by district leadership will play a key role in shaping sustainable salary growth for

educators.

Atlanta Public Schools salary schedules provide clear, incremental pay increases based on

experience and education.

Advanced degrees and certifications enhance earning potential for teachers in the district.

Additional benefits, including health insurance and retirement plans, contribute to total

compensation.

APS salaries are competitive regionally but may vary when compared nationally.

Future salary trends depend on budgetary decisions, policy changes, and labor negotiations.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the average teacher salary in Atlanta Public Schools?

The average teacher salary in Atlanta Public Schools is approximately $65,000 per year, though this

can vary based on experience and education.

How does Atlanta Public Schools' teacher salary compare to the

national average?

Atlanta Public Schools offers teacher salaries that are slightly above the national average, which is

around $62,000 per year.

Are there salary increases for teachers in Atlanta Public Schools

based on experience?

Yes, Atlanta Public Schools provides salary increases based on years of experience, with incremental

raises as teachers gain more years in the profession.

Do Atlanta Public Schools offer salary supplements or bonuses to

teachers?

Atlanta Public Schools occasionally offer bonuses or supplements for teachers in high-demand

subjects, advanced degrees, or for taking on leadership roles.

How often are teacher salaries reviewed or adjusted in Atlanta Public

Schools?

Teacher salaries in Atlanta Public Schools are typically reviewed and adjusted annually during the

budget planning process.



What benefits do teachers in Atlanta Public Schools receive in

addition to their salary?

Teachers in Atlanta Public Schools receive benefits including health insurance, retirement plans, paid

leave, and professional development opportunities.

Is there a starting salary difference for new teachers in Atlanta Public

Schools compared to experienced teachers?

Yes, new teachers in Atlanta Public Schools start at a lower salary, usually around $47,000, with

increases as they gain experience and further qualifications.

How does education level affect teacher salaries in Atlanta Public

Schools?

Teachers with higher education levels, such as a master's degree or doctorate, typically earn higher

salaries in Atlanta Public Schools compared to those with a bachelor's degree.

Are teacher salaries in Atlanta Public Schools competitive enough to

attract qualified educators?

Atlanta Public Schools aim to offer competitive salaries to attract qualified educators, but challenges

remain in retaining staff due to cost of living and other factors.

Where can I find the official salary schedule for teachers in Atlanta

Public Schools?

The official teacher salary schedule for Atlanta Public Schools is available on the district's human

resources or official website under the salary and benefits section.



Additional Resources

1. Paying the Price: Teacher Salaries in Atlanta Public Schools

This book explores the historical and contemporary trends of teacher compensation in Atlanta Public

Schools. It analyzes how salary scales have evolved in response to budget changes, policy reforms,

and economic pressures. Through interviews and data analysis, the author highlights the challenges

teachers face in securing competitive wages.

2. The Economics of Education: Teacher Pay in Atlanta’s Public Schools

Focusing on the economic factors influencing teacher salaries, this text examines how market forces,

funding allocations, and local economic conditions impact compensation in Atlanta. The book also

compares Atlanta's salary structures with other major urban districts, providing a comprehensive

economic perspective.

3. Beyond the Paycheck: Teacher Compensation and Retention in Atlanta

This book delves into the correlation between teacher salaries and retention rates within Atlanta Public

Schools. It discusses how salary incentives, benefits, and professional development opportunities

affect teachers' decisions to stay or leave. Case studies illustrate successful strategies to improve

teacher satisfaction through compensation packages.

4. Atlanta Teachers and the Salary Struggle: A Historical Perspective

Offering a historical overview, this book traces the evolution of teacher salaries in Atlanta from the

early 20th century to the present day. It documents significant salary disputes, union negotiations, and

policy changes that have shaped current pay structures. The narrative contextualizes salary issues

within broader social and political movements.

5. Teacher Pay Equity in Atlanta: Challenges and Solutions

This text investigates disparities in teacher pay within Atlanta Public Schools, focusing on issues such

as race, gender, and experience. It presents research on pay equity challenges and proposes

actionable solutions to create a fairer compensation system. The author advocates for policy reforms

to address systemic inequities.



6. Funding Education: The Impact on Teacher Salaries in Atlanta Public Schools

Examining the link between school funding and teacher pay, this book analyzes how budget

allocations at city and state levels influence salary decisions. It includes discussions on funding

formulas, grant programs, and fiscal crises impacting Atlanta's education system. The author provides

recommendations for sustainable funding models.

7. Teacher Salary Negotiations in Atlanta: Strategies and Outcomes

This book provides an inside look into the negotiation processes between teachers’ unions and Atlanta

Public Schools administration. It outlines key negotiation tactics, the role of collective bargaining, and

historical outcomes affecting salary scales. The book serves as a guide for union leaders and

policymakers.

8. The Impact of Teacher Salaries on Student Achievement in Atlanta

Exploring the connection between teacher compensation and student performance, this book presents

empirical research from Atlanta Public Schools. It argues that competitive salaries can lead to higher

teacher motivation and better educational outcomes. The author discusses policy implications for

improving both pay and student success.

9. Voices from the Classroom: Atlanta Teachers Speak on Salary and Sustainability

This collection of interviews and essays gives voice to Atlanta teachers discussing their experiences

with salary and job sustainability. The contributors share personal stories about financial challenges,

career aspirations, and the impact of pay on their professional lives. The book aims to humanize the

salary debate through firsthand accounts.
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  teacher salary in atlanta public schools: Teachers versus the Public Paul E. Peterson,
Michael Henderson, Martin R. West, 2014-04-29 A comprehensive exploration of 21st Century
school politics, Teachers versus the Public offers the first comparison of the education policy views
of both teachers and the public as a whole, and reveals a deep, broad divide between the opinions
held by citizens and those who teach in the public schools. Among the findings: Divisions between
teachers and the public are wider and deeper than differences between other groups often thought
to contest school policy, such as Republicans and Democrats, the young and the old, the rich and the
poor, or African Americans and whites. The teacher-public gap is widest on such issues as merit pay,
teacher tenure reform, impact of teacher unions, school vouchers, charter schools, and requirements
to test students annually. Public support for school vouchers for all students, charter schools, and
parent trigger laws increases sharply when people are informed of the national ranking of student
performance in their local school district. Public willingness to give local schools high marks, its
readiness to support higher spending levels, and its support for teacher unions all decline when the
public learns the national ranking of their local schools. On most issues, teacher opinion does not
change in response to new information nearly as much as it does for the public as a whole. In fact,
the gap between what teachers and the public think about school reform grows even wider when
both teachers and the public are given more information about current school performance, current
expenditure levels, and current teacher pay. The book provides the first experimental study of public
and teacher opinion. Using a recently developed research strategy, the authors ask differently
worded questions about the same topic to randomly chosen segments of representative groups of
citizens. This approach allows them to identify the impact on public opinion of new information on
issues such as student performance and school expenditures in each respondent's community. The
changes in public opinion when citizens receive information about school performance are largest in
districts that perform below the national average. Altogether, the results indicate that support for
many school reforms would increase if common core state standards were established and
implemented in such a way as to inform the public about the quality of their local schools. These and
many other findings illuminate the distance between teacher opinions and those of the public at
large. About the Research: In partnership with the Harvard Program on Education Policy and
Governance and the journal, Education Next, authors Paul E. Peterson, Martin West and Michael
Henderson surveyed nationally representative samples of teachers and the public as a whole
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2021-05-11 When Franklin D. Roosevelt was sworn in as president, the South was unmistakably the
most disadvantaged part of the nation. The region's economy was the weakest, its educational level
the lowest, its politics the most rigid, and its laws and social mores the most racially slanted.
Moreover, the region was prostrate from the effects of the Great Depression. Roosevelt's New Deal
effected significant changes on the southern landscape, challenging many traditions and laying the
foundations for subsequent alterations in the southern way of life. At the same time, firmly
entrenched values and institutions militated against change and blunted the impact of federal
programs. In The South and the New Deal, Roger Biles examines the New Deal's impact on the rural
and urban South, its black and white citizens, its poor, and its politics. He shows how southern
leaders initially welcomed and supported the various New Deal measures but later opposed a
continuation or expansion of these programs because they violated regional convictions and
traditions. Nevertheless, Biles concludes, the New Deal, coupled with the domestic effects of World
War II, set the stage for a remarkable postwar transformation in the affairs of the region. The
post-World War II Sunbelt boom has brought Dixie more fully into the national mainstream. To what
degree did the New Deal disrupt southern distinctiveness? Biles answers this and other questions
and explores the New Deal's enduring legacy in the region.
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  teacher salary in atlanta public schools: The American School Joel Spring, 2018-02-15 This
current, comprehensive history of American education is designed to stimulate critical analysis and
critical thinking by offering alternative interpretations of each historical period. In his signature
straight-forward, concise style, Joel Spring provides a variety of interpretations of American
schooling, from conservative to leftist, in order to spark the reader’s own critical thinking about
history and schools. This tenth edition follows the history of American education from the
seventeenth century to the integration into global capitalism of the twenty-first century to the
tumultuous current political landscape. In particular, the updates focus on tracing the direct
religious links between the colonial Puritans and the current-day Trump administration. Chapters 1
and 2 have been rewritten to take a closer look at religious traditions in American schools, leading
up to the educational ideas of the current U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos. An updated
Chapter 15 further links traditional religious fundamentalist ideas and the twentieth century free
market arguments of the Chicago school of economists to President Trump’s administration and the
influence of the Alt-Right.
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  teacher salary in atlanta public schools: Index of Research Projects ... United States.
Works Progress Administration, 1938
  teacher salary in atlanta public schools: Notable American Women Barbara Sicherman,
Carol Hurd Green, 1980 Modeled on the Dictionary of American Biography, this set stands alone but
is a good complement to that set which contained only 700 women of 15,000 entries. The
preparation of the first set of Notable American Women was supported by Radcliffe College. It
includes women from 1607 to those who died before the end of 1950; only 5 women included were
born after 1900. Arranged throughout the volumes alphabetically, entries are from 400 to 7,000



words and have bibliographies. There is a good introductory essay and a classified lest of entries in
volume three.
  teacher salary in atlanta public schools: From "Backwardness" to "At-Risk" Barry M.
Franklin, 1994-01-01 This book examines the joint effort of twentieth-century public schoool
administrators and private philanthropy to initiate reforms to provide for children with learning
difficulties. The author explores the development of these reforms from the establishment of special
classes for backward children at the beginning of the century to the creation of programs for
learning disabled children. He considers what this history tells us about current efforts to provide
for at-risk students. He looks at both the way school administrators conceptualized childhood
learning difficulties and the institutional arrangements which they introduced to accommodate these
students, and pays particular attention to the preference of school administrators throughout this
century for accommodating low achieving children in segregated classes and programs.
  teacher salary in atlanta public schools: The Eclectic Teacher and Kentucky School Journal ,
1876
  teacher salary in atlanta public schools: Ohio Educational Monthly , 1879
  teacher salary in atlanta public schools: Records and Briefs of the United States
Supreme Court , 1832
  teacher salary in atlanta public schools: Essays in Twentieth-Century Southern
Education Wayne Urban, 2014-03-05 A comprehensive treatment of the defining issues (race, class,
reform) regarding education in this century of the American South. The approaches range from
broad based historical comparisons to analyses of select case studies.
  teacher salary in atlanta public schools: Living Atlanta Clifford M. Kuhn, 2005-03-01 From
the memories of everyday experience, Living Atlanta vividly recreates life in the city during the three
decades from World War I through World War II--a period in which a small, regional capital became
a center of industry, education, finance, commerce, and travel. This profusely illustrated volume
draws on nearly two hundred interviews with Atlanta residents who recall, in their own words, the
way it was--from segregated streetcars to college fraternity parties, from moonshine peddling to
visiting performances by the Metropolitan Opera, from the growth of neighborhoods to religious
revivals. The book is based on a celebrated public radio series that was broadcast in 1979-80 and
hailed by Studs Terkel as an important, exciting project--a truly human portrait of a city of people.
Living Atlanta presents a diverse array of voices--domestics and businessmen, teachers and factory
workers, doctors and ballplayers. There are memories of the city when it wasn't quite a city: Back in
those young days it was country in Atlanta, musician Rosa Lee Carson reflects. It sure was. Why, you
could even raise a cow out there in your yard. There are eyewitness accounts of such major events
as the Great Fire of 1917: The wind blowing that way, it was awful, recalls fire fighter Hugh
McDonald. There'd be a big board on fire, and the wind would carry that board, and it'd hit another
house and start right up on that one. And it just kept spreading. There are glimpses of the workday:
It's a real job firing an engine, a darn hard job, says railroad man J. R. Spratlin. I was using a scoop
and there wasn't no eight hour haul then, there was twelve hours, sometimes sixteen. And there are
scenes of the city at play: Baseball was the popular sport, remembers Arthur Leroy Idlett, who grew
up in the Pittsburgh neighborhood. Everybody had teams. And people--you could put some kids out
there playing baseball, and before you knew a thing, you got a crowd out there, watching kids play.
Organizing the book around such topics as transportation, health and religion, education, leisure,
and politics, the authors provide a narrative commentary that places the diverse remembrances in
social and historical context. Resurfacing throughout the book as a central theme are the memories
of Jim Crow and the peculiarities of black-white relations. Accounts of Klan rallies, job and housing
discrimination, and poll taxes are here, along with stories about the Commission on Interracial
Cooperation, early black forays into local politics, and the role of the city's black colleges. Martin
Luther King, Sr., historian Clarence Bacote, former police chief Herbert Jenkins, educator Benjamin
Mays, and sociologist Arthur Raper are among those whose recollections are gathered here, but the
majority of the voices are those of ordinary Atlantans, men and women who in these pages relive



day-to-day experiences of a half-century ago.
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