
teacher make and take activities for inservice

teacher make and take activities for inservice provide an effective and engaging approach to

professional development in educational settings. These activities allow educators to create practical

teaching materials during inservice training sessions, which they can immediately implement in their

classrooms. This hands-on method fosters collaboration, creativity, and the direct application of new

strategies, enhancing teacher preparedness and confidence. The concept of make and take activities

aligns with adult learning principles, emphasizing active participation and relevance to daily teaching

challenges. This article explores the benefits, planning strategies, and examples of teacher make and

take activities for inservice, offering valuable insights for education coordinators and instructors.

Understanding how to design and facilitate these activities can significantly improve the impact of

professional development programs. The following sections will provide a comprehensive overview and

practical guidelines for successful implementation.

Benefits of Teacher Make and Take Activities for Inservice

Planning Effective Make and Take Sessions

Examples of Teacher Make and Take Activities

Facilitating Collaboration and Engagement

Integrating Technology in Make and Take Activities



Benefits of Teacher Make and Take Activities for Inservice

Teacher make and take activities for inservice offer numerous advantages that enhance professional

development outcomes. These activities encourage active involvement, enabling educators to engage

deeply with instructional content and materials. By creating tangible resources during the training,

teachers leave with ready-to-use tools tailored to their students' needs. This approach promotes

immediate application, which helps to reinforce new concepts and teaching techniques. Furthermore,

make and take sessions foster a sense of accomplishment and motivation among participants, as they

see direct results from their efforts. The collaborative nature of these activities also strengthens

professional relationships and encourages the sharing of best practices. Overall, make and take

activities contribute to more effective and meaningful inservice experiences.

Planning Effective Make and Take Sessions

Proper planning is essential to maximize the effectiveness of teacher make and take activities for

inservice training. Organizers should begin by identifying clear objectives aligned with the professional

development goals. Selecting relevant topics that address current challenges or curriculum standards

ensures the activities resonate with participants. It is important to prepare all necessary materials and

resources in advance to facilitate smooth execution. Time management should be considered, allowing

sufficient periods for creation, discussion, and reflection. Additionally, incorporating differentiated

options can accommodate various teaching levels and subject areas. Establishing a structured agenda

helps maintain focus and productivity throughout the session.

Setting Objectives and Goals

Defining specific objectives for make and take activities guides the entire planning process. Goals

should be measurable and centered around enhancing instructional skills or classroom resources.

Clear objectives enable facilitators to design relevant tasks that directly support teacher development

priorities. Moreover, communicating these goals to participants helps to align expectations and

encourage purposeful engagement during the session.



Preparing Materials and Resources

Gathering and organizing materials ahead of time is crucial for a seamless make and take experience.

This preparation includes providing templates, craft supplies, digital tools, or instructional guides

needed for creating the targeted resources. Ensuring accessibility and variety in materials supports

diverse learning styles and project types. Facilitators should also consider any logistical requirements,

such as workspace and equipment, to maximize efficiency.

Examples of Teacher Make and Take Activities

There is a wide range of make and take activities suitable for inservice training, designed to meet

various instructional needs. These projects often focus on creating classroom aids, lesson plans, or

interactive tools that can be customized by educators. Examples include designing student behavior

charts, assembling literacy centers, or developing formative assessment resources. Such activities not

only provide practical materials but also inspire innovative teaching approaches. Below is a list of

popular make and take ideas frequently used in professional development sessions.

Creating thematic bulletin boards for classroom engagement

Designing graphic organizers tailored to content areas

Developing manipulatives for math or science instruction

Assembling vocabulary word walls or flashcard sets

Constructing interactive notebooks for student use

Preparing differentiated lesson plan templates

Making behavior management tools and reward systems



Facilitating Collaboration and Engagement

Effective facilitation plays a vital role in maximizing the impact of teacher make and take activities for

inservice. Encouraging collaboration among participants enhances the exchange of ideas and fosters a

supportive learning environment. Group work and peer feedback sessions can stimulate creativity and

problem-solving. Facilitators should promote open communication and provide guidance without

dominating, allowing teachers to take ownership of their learning. Additionally, incorporating reflection

periods helps educators evaluate their creations and consider implementation strategies. Using

icebreakers and energizers can maintain high energy levels and engagement throughout the session.

Encouraging Group Work

Organizing teachers into small groups or pairs during make and take activities encourages cooperation

and diverse perspectives. Collaborative efforts can lead to more innovative and practical resources, as

participants share expertise and experiences. Group work also builds community and reduces

isolation, which is beneficial for ongoing professional growth.

Providing Constructive Feedback

Facilitators should create opportunities for participants to give and receive constructive feedback on

their materials. This process helps refine ideas and ensures that the created resources meet

instructional goals. Feedback sessions can be structured through peer reviews, group discussions, or

facilitator-led critiques, all aimed at enhancing the quality and usability of the projects.

Integrating Technology in Make and Take Activities

The integration of technology into teacher make and take activities for inservice can significantly

expand the possibilities for resource creation and engagement. Digital tools enable educators to design



interactive materials, access vast content libraries, and collaborate remotely. Utilizing software for

graphic design, video production, or lesson planning can lead to more dynamic and customizable

products. Additionally, technology supports differentiated instruction by allowing teachers to tailor

resources to diverse learning needs. Incorporating technology also prepares educators to implement

digital strategies in their classrooms, aligning with contemporary educational trends.

Using Digital Design Tools

Digital platforms such as Canva, Google Slides, or specialized education software empower teachers

to create visually appealing and interactive teaching materials during make and take sessions. These

tools often include templates and drag-and-drop features, reducing the time needed for production

while enhancing creativity.

Collaborative Online Platforms

Online collaboration tools facilitate group projects and resource sharing beyond the inservice session.

Platforms like Google Workspace or Microsoft Teams allow educators to co-create, edit, and store

materials efficiently. This connectivity supports continuous professional development and resource

improvement over time.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are 'make and take' activities for teacher inservice days?

Make and take activities are hands-on sessions during teacher inservice days where educators create

teaching materials or resources that they can immediately use in their classrooms.



Why are make and take activities beneficial during inservice training?

They provide practical, ready-to-use resources, engage teachers actively, foster collaboration, and

enhance the application of new strategies in the classroom.

Can you give examples of popular make and take activities for

teachers?

Examples include creating literacy centers, math manipulatives, bulletin board materials, interactive

notebooks, and themed lesson kits.

How can make and take activities be tailored for different grade

levels?

By selecting age-appropriate materials and activities that align with the curriculum and developmental

needs of the specific grade levels teachers instruct.

What materials are commonly used in make and take activities?

Common materials include cardstock, laminating sheets, scissors, glue, markers, stickers, and pre-

printed templates.

How much time is recommended for a make and take session during

inservice?

Typically, 45 minutes to an hour is ideal to allow teachers to complete meaningful resources without

feeling rushed.

How do make and take activities support professional development

goals?

They promote active learning, allow immediate application of new strategies, and help teachers build a



toolkit of instructional resources.

Are make and take activities suitable for virtual or hybrid inservice

training?

Yes, with proper planning, teachers can receive materials in advance or use digital tools to create

resources during virtual sessions.

What role do collaboration and sharing play in make and take

sessions?

Collaboration encourages idea exchange, peer support, and often results in a richer variety of

resources for all participants.

How can school administrators effectively organize make and take

activities?

By planning clear objectives, providing all necessary materials, managing time efficiently, and

facilitating a supportive environment for creativity and sharing.

Additional Resources

1. Make & Take Lessons for the Busy Teacher

This book offers a collection of ready-to-use lessons and activities that teachers can quickly prepare

and implement during inservice training or in the classroom. It emphasizes practical strategies to

engage students while saving teachers valuable planning time. The activities are designed to be

adaptable across various grade levels and subjects.

2. Teacher Take-Home Activities for Professional Development

Focused on enhancing teacher skills through hands-on learning, this book provides a variety of make-

and-take projects that educators can complete during inservice sessions. Each activity promotes



reflection and application of new teaching methods, making professional development more interactive

and effective. It also includes tips for integrating these strategies into daily instruction.

3. Inservice Make & Take: Creative Classroom Resources

This resource is packed with creative and easy-to-make classroom tools that teachers can assemble

during inservice days. From manipulatives to organizational aids, the book encourages educators to

personalize their teaching materials. It supports collaborative learning among staff and fosters a culture

of sharing innovative ideas.

4. Hands-On Teacher Activities for Inservice Training

Designed to energize professional development, this book provides a series of hands-on activities that

teachers can create and immediately use in their classrooms. The projects focus on building

instructional skills, classroom management techniques, and student engagement strategies. Detailed

instructions and materials lists make preparation straightforward.

5. Make and Take: Effective Tools for Teacher Workshops

This guide offers a variety of practical tools that teachers can assemble during workshops and take

back to their classrooms. Each activity is aligned with proven educational practices and encourages

collaboration among participants. The book also addresses common challenges teachers face and

presents solutions through interactive projects.

6. Interactive Make & Take Projects for Educators

Filled with interactive projects, this book aims to make inservice training more dynamic and productive.

Teachers engage in creating instructional aids, assessment tools, and motivational materials that

enhance learning experiences. The step-by-step guides ensure that educators of all skill levels can

participate confidently.

7. Quick & Easy Make and Take Activities for Teacher Development

This book focuses on quick, simple activities that teachers can complete during short professional

development sessions. The projects are designed to improve lesson planning, classroom organization,

and student engagement without requiring extensive preparation. It’s ideal for busy educators seeking



efficient ways to enhance their teaching toolkit.

8. Creative Make & Take Ideas for Inservice Workshops

Offering a variety of creative ideas, this book encourages teachers to think outside the box during

inservice workshops. The activities range from visual aids to interactive games that support curriculum

goals. It also includes suggestions for adapting projects to different grade levels and subject areas.

9. Teacher Toolbox: Make and Take Activities for Professional Growth

This comprehensive resource provides a “toolbox” of activities that promote ongoing professional

growth through hands-on learning. Teachers create practical materials that support instructional

strategies, assessment, and classroom management. The book emphasizes reflection and

collaboration to maximize the impact of inservice training.
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