
teacher have at desk

teacher have at desk plays a crucial role in the organization and effectiveness of classroom
management. The items and tools a teacher has at their desk can significantly influence the learning
environment, helping to maintain order and facilitate instruction. From essential stationery to
technological devices, what a teacher keeps at their desk reflects their priorities and teaching style.
This article explores the typical and specialized items teachers have at their desks, the importance of
desk organization, and how these tools contribute to a productive classroom atmosphere.
Additionally, it discusses ergonomic considerations and tips for maintaining an efficient teacher's
workspace. The following sections delve deeper into these aspects, providing a comprehensive
overview of the teacher’s desk essentials and their impact on educational success.
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Personalization and Classroom Culture

Essential Items Teachers Have at Their Desk
The foundation of any teacher’s desk setup includes a variety of essential items that facilitate daily
classroom activities. These items ensure that teachers have quick access to the materials they need
for lesson delivery, student assessment, and administrative tasks. Having these essentials readily
available reduces downtime and helps maintain a smooth flow of instruction.

Basic Stationery and Supplies
Teachers typically have a range of stationery items at their desks to assist with grading, note-taking,
and classroom management. Common supplies include pens, pencils, highlighters, markers, staplers,
paper clips, and sticky notes. These basic tools are crucial for marking assignments, creating lesson
plans, and communicating important reminders.

Paperwork and Documentation
A teacher’s desk often holds student records, attendance sheets, lesson plans, and grading rubrics.
Organized filing systems or trays help keep paperwork accessible and categorized. Maintaining up-to-
date documentation enables teachers to track progress and prepare for parent-teacher meetings
effectively.



Organizational Tools and Strategies
Effective organization at a teacher’s desk is vital for maximizing productivity and minimizing clutter.
Teachers use various tools and methods to maintain order, ensuring that all necessary materials are
easy to locate and use.

Desk Organizers and Storage Solutions
Desk organizers, such as trays, pen holders, and filing racks, help compartmentalize supplies and
documents. Many teachers also use drawer organizers to separate different types of materials. This
structured approach prevents the accumulation of clutter and supports a clean workspace conducive
to focused teaching.

Time Management Tools
Calendars, planners, and timers are common organizational aids found on the teacher’s desk. These
tools assist in scheduling lessons, managing class periods, and keeping track of deadlines. Digital or
paper planners help teachers stay on top of their responsibilities and maintain a well-structured day.

Checklist of Organizational Items

Pen and pencil holders

File trays or stacking organizers

Sticky notes and notepads

Paper clips and binder clips

Desk calendar or planner

Label makers or tags

Drawer dividers

Technology and Digital Devices
Modern classrooms increasingly rely on technology, and the items teachers have at their desks reflect
this trend. Digital devices enable educators to deliver interactive lessons, communicate with students
and parents, and streamline administrative tasks.



Computers and Tablets
Many teachers have a desktop computer or laptop at their desk. These devices provide access to
educational software, student databases, and digital resources. Tablets can also be used for quick
reference or to control classroom technology such as projectors and smartboards.

Peripheral Devices and Accessories
Additional technological tools often found at a teacher’s desk include printers, external keyboards,
mice, and headphones. These accessories enhance the functionality of computers and support
various teaching activities, such as printing handouts or listening to audio materials.

Charging Stations and Cables
With multiple devices in use, charging stations and organized cables are essential. Teachers often
have USB hubs or charging docks to keep their smartphones, tablets, and other electronics powered
throughout the school day.

Ergonomics and Comfort at the Teacher’s Desk
Comfort and ergonomics are critical considerations for teachers who spend long hours at their desks.
Proper setup reduces physical strain and supports sustained focus during planning and grading.

Chair and Desk Height Adjustment
An adjustable chair and desk allow teachers to maintain good posture, reducing the risk of back and
neck pain. Ergonomic chairs with lumbar support and desks at the correct height promote comfort
during extended periods of work.

Monitor Placement and Lighting
Positioning computer monitors at eye level helps prevent eye strain and promotes better posture.
Adequate lighting, including task lamps, ensures that teachers have sufficient illumination for reading
and writing tasks without causing glare.

Ergonomic Accessories
Additional items such as wrist rests, footrests, and anti-fatigue mats can enhance comfort. These
accessories support natural body alignment and prevent repetitive strain injuries common in desk
work environments.



Personalization and Classroom Culture
The items teachers have at their desk also reflect their personality and contribute to the classroom’s
culture. Personal touches can create a welcoming atmosphere for students and foster a positive
learning environment.

Decorative Items and Motivational Materials
Teachers often display photos, inspirational quotes, and small decorative objects on their desks.
These items can serve as conversation starters, build rapport with students, and create a sense of
warmth in the classroom.

Student Interaction Tools
Some teachers keep small rewards, such as stickers or tokens, at their desks to encourage positive
behavior and academic achievements. These tangible motivators support classroom management
and student engagement.

Maintaining Professionalism
While personalization is important, teachers balance this with professionalism by keeping their desks
tidy and free from excessive clutter. A well-maintained desk projects organization and authority,
reinforcing the teacher’s role as a leader in the classroom.

Frequently Asked Questions

Why do teachers spend a lot of time at their desks?
Teachers spend time at their desks to plan lessons, grade assignments, communicate with students
and parents, and manage classroom administrative tasks.

What are common items teachers keep at their desks?
Teachers often keep lesson plans, grading materials, stationery, student records, a computer or
tablet, and personal items at their desks.

How can a teacher’s desk organization impact classroom
management?
An organized desk helps teachers quickly access materials, stay focused, and maintain a professional
environment, which positively affects classroom management.



Is it appropriate for teachers to eat at their desks during
class?
Generally, teachers avoid eating at their desks during class to maintain professionalism and keep
their attention on students, though short breaks may be taken when students are independent.

How do teachers use their desks during virtual teaching?
During virtual teaching, teachers use their desks to set up computers, organize lesson materials, and
maintain a professional background for online classes.

What ergonomic considerations should teachers have for their
desks?
Teachers should ensure their desks and chairs promote good posture, prevent strain, and provide
comfortable working conditions to support long hours of work.

How can teachers personalize their desks without distracting
students?
Teachers can personalize their desks with minimal decorations like family photos, inspirational
quotes, or small plants that create a welcoming atmosphere without causing distractions.

What role does the teacher’s desk play in classroom
dynamics?
The teacher’s desk serves as a command center for managing classroom activities, storing materials,
and sometimes as a symbolic space of authority and organization.

Should teachers keep their desks visible or hidden from
students?
It depends on teaching style; some teachers keep desks visible to model organization, while others
prefer to keep them less visible to minimize distractions and encourage student independence.

How can technology at a teacher’s desk enhance teaching
effectiveness?
Technology such as computers, document cameras, and interactive tablets at the teacher’s desk
enables access to digital resources, facilitates multimedia presentations, and improves
communication with students.

Additional Resources
1. The Teacher's Desk: A Sanctuary for Learning



This book explores the importance of the teacher's desk as a personal and professional space. It
delves into how organization, personalization, and strategic placement of materials can enhance
teaching effectiveness. Educators will find practical tips on creating a desk environment that fosters
creativity and focus.

2. Desk Duty: The Heart of the Classroom
Desk Duty highlights the critical role a teacher’s desk plays in classroom management and student
interaction. The author shares anecdotes and strategies for using the desk as a command center for
planning, grading, and student engagement. It’s a thoughtful look at how a simple piece of furniture
can anchor the educational experience.

3. From Desk to Classroom: Teaching Tools and Techniques
This guide offers a comprehensive overview of essential teaching tools that belong on every teacher’s
desk. It includes advice on organizing lesson plans, managing paperwork, and incorporating
technology effectively. Teachers will learn how to maximize their desk space to improve workflow and
student outcomes.

4. The Organized Teacher’s Desk
Focusing on organization, this book provides step-by-step methods for decluttering and maintaining a
tidy teacher’s desk. It emphasizes time-saving hacks and storage solutions tailored to busy educators.
The goal is to help teachers create a streamlined workspace that reduces stress and increases
productivity.

5. Teacher’s Desk Chronicles: Stories of Inspiration and Dedication
A collection of heartfelt stories from teachers about moments of inspiration and challenge
experienced right at their desks. These narratives shed light on the emotional and professional
journey of educators. Readers gain insight into the passion and commitment that fuel effective
teaching.

6. The Creative Teacher’s Desk
This book encourages teachers to transform their desks into hubs of creativity and innovation. It
offers ideas for incorporating art supplies, interactive materials, and inspirational decor. The author
believes that a creatively arranged desk can spark both teacher and student imagination.

7. Teaching from the Desk: Strategies for Success
A practical manual filled with strategies for lesson planning, student assessment, and time
management, all centered around the teacher’s desk. It serves as a go-to resource for educators
seeking to organize their work and enhance classroom efficiency. The book also covers digital tools
that complement traditional desk setups.

8. The Teacher’s Desk Companion
Designed as a quick-reference guide, this book provides checklists, templates, and tips for daily desk
use. It assists teachers in keeping track of assignments, communications, and classroom supplies. Its
compact format makes it an ideal desk-side companion for busy teaching professionals.

9. At the Desk: The Silent Partner in Teaching
This insightful book examines the often-overlooked role of the teacher’s desk as a silent partner in
education. It discusses how the physical and psychological aspects of the desk influence teaching
style and student perception. The book encourages educators to rethink and redesign their desk
space for maximum impact.
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  teacher have at desk: The Classroom Teacher's Survival Guide Ronald L. Partin, 2009-10-19 An
updated edition of the best-selling book for teacher success in the classroom Designed for new and
experienced teachers alike, this thoroughly revised and updated edition offers a value-packed,
practical source of ready-to-use tips and strategies for meeting the challenges teachers face
everyday while organizing and managing a classroom. The third edition includes entirely new
sections on teaching English language learners, inquiry-based learning, building positive
teacher-student relationships, wrapping up the school year, and much more. The book also features
many new forms, pre-written letters, checklists, and reproducibles, along with bonus forms and
reproducibles that are available for free download from the web. Includes tools and techniques
proven to help teachers succeed in the classroom Contains new sections on teaching English
language learners, teacher-student relationships, inquiry-based learning, and more Many handy
reproducible forms, handouts, and checklists Includes access to free downloadable bonus material
on the web, including pre-written letters, reproducible forms, and worksheets
  teacher have at desk: The Floating Teacher Elizabeth Randall, 2011 Tackle the common
challenges of being a floating teacher from managing equipment and supplies to pre-planning
lessons and organizing materials. Read the guide cover to cover, or reference the information you
need right now. Randall also offers proven tips for administrators to support and fund teachers.
Reproducible checklists, forms, templates, and lesson plans make your job easier, your time more
productive, and your outlook positive.
  teacher have at desk: 101 Answers for New Teachers and Their Mentors Annette Breaux,
2024-06-06 This beloved, easy-to-use book provides 101 simple, practical solutions to common
challenges faced by all new teachers. These include establishing classroom management, motivating
students, managing behavior, planning relevant activities that involve all students, and more. Now in
its fourth edition, new features include Remind Yourself summaries for each tip which provide key
takeaways, as well as a new section specifically designed to help mentors increase their
effectiveness in using and discussing the book’s content with their mentees. Whether you’re a
beginning teacher, mentor, teacher induction coordinator, or veteran educator, this book provides a
treasure trove of helpful advice and simple ideas that will help you improve your own skills and
assist new teachers with becoming the effective teachers their students need and deserve.
  teacher have at desk: The New Elementary Teacher's Handbook Kathleen Feeney Jonson, 2002
The most helpful and practical resource I own! It has aided me in increasing my efficiency and
therefore my confidence in the classroom. This is a must-read for all first- year teachers! Jennifer
Jackson, First-Grade Bilingual Teacher Landels Elementary School Mountain View, CA A blockbuster
book for the beginning teacher--chock-full of practical and imaginative suggestions. A source book of
fine educational practices. Mary B. Roberts, Principal (retired) University of San Francisco College
of Education, CA Kathleen Jonson has designed an excellent road map to guide new teachers during
their beginning years. Gail Adams, Program Administrator Curriculum Improvement and
Professional Development San Francisco Unified School District, CA The ultimate how-to
reference--here′s expert teaching advice at your fingertips anytime you need it! An invaluable
companion for any beginning teacher, this definitive resource has been updated to offer even more
tried and true techniques to foster triumphant teaching. Drawing upon more than 27 years′
experience as an educator, the author highlights the most effective strategies that lead to powerful
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results in the classroom. The New Elementary Teacher′s Handbook Flourishing in Your First Year,
second edition, provides desperately needed, yet often unavailable, practical advice. This
easy-to-read, jargon-free guide empowers new teachers with the tools necessary not only to feel
prepared, confident, and comfortable, but also to succeed, maintain enthusiasm, and remain
committed to the profession. It is teeming with helpful hints, red flags to watch for, examples of best
practices, and time-saving solutions for some of the most common questions and concerns
practitioners face. Among the numerous strategies and survival skills the book promotes are time
and stress management, effective organization, quality lesson plans, and professional development.
It deals with such issues as assessment, preventive discipline, homework, and motivation. Jonson
offers sound advice on building positive relationships with parents and conducting school events,
including a parent conference, open house, and back-to-school night. Resources include sample
homework and behavior contracts, model letters to parents, and examples of programs for students
with special needs. This enhanced second edition offers the following new features:
Classroom-tested techniques for overcoming the challenges of a multicultural, demographically
diverse student population, including limited-English-proficient students Tips for maximizing
technology Twelve additional Resource sections that provide quick-reference ideas easy to
implement in any classroom Tactics for coping with--and even embracing--the pressures of
accountability, high standards, and high-stakes testing Resources include sample homework and
behavior contracts, model letters to parents, and examples of programs for students with special
needs.
  teacher have at desk: Teach Like a Prepper Donald J. Pierce, 2021-12-15 The field of education
has become a much more dangerous and uncertain world to work in. With threats such as financial
cutbacks, pandemics, school shootings, and natural disasters looming over the heads of educators,
the need to be ready for the ever-changing world of teaching is more vital now than ever before.
Teacher Like a Prepper is a self-development book for educators such as teachers, school
administrators, and school support staff as well as people who just want to be better prepared for
emergencies situations (preppers). Preppers, sometimes referred to as survivalists, are individuals
believes a disaster or emergency is likely to occur in the future and makes active preparations for it.
They do this through such acts as stockpiling food, equipment, and other supplies as well as
receiving additional training and practicing that training to keep their skills sharp. The book is
designed to aid educators in being better prepared not only for emergencies, but also for the
everyday occurrences that come with teaching children.
  teacher have at desk: Your First Year As an Elementary School Teacher Lynne Marie
Rominger, Karen Heisinger, Natalie Elkin, 2010-06-23 Real Solutions and Advice from the Teaching
Trenches Many begin teaching because of a desire to make a difference. But faced with everyday
challenges of the classroom, this idealism is often lost. The fact is, teaching is not easy. While there
are many personal rewards, teachers must satisfy many constituencies, including students, parents,
and administrators. But by being prepared and organized, you can ensure that your first year is
fulfilling and productive for both you and your students. Your First Year as an Elementary School
Teacher provides practical solutions to the most common and difficult issues of teaching. Inside is
everything you need to know to create an atmosphere of cooperation, learning, and respect within
your classroom. Use this helpful book as your mentor and enjoy your first year as a teacher. Have a
successful first year by knowing how to: ·Reach, teach, and have fun with your students ·Create an
interesting and interactive classroom environment ·Manage and find new ways to help difficult
students ·Develop positive relationships with parents and administrators ·Organize your day to stay
on top of the curriculum and grading ·Develop effective and engaging lesson plans This complete
book is the first thing principals should hand to their new teachers. It has it all!— Angela Kleinberg,
reading specialist, Washington School
  teacher have at desk: Readings for Reflective Teaching Andrew Pollard, 2002-01-01 This
unique book provides the reader with a mini-library of over one hundred readings containing: --both
classic and contemporary readings--international contributors--material drawn from books and



journalsAn essential reference resource in its own right, Readings for Reflective Teaching also
contains numerous cross-references to Andrew Pollards Reflective Teaching.
  teacher have at desk: Successful Classroom Management and Discipline Tom V. Savage,
Marsha K. Savage, 2009-01-13 Focusing on how educators can facilitate the development of
self-control and responsibility in students, Successful Classroom Management and Discipline offers
comprehensive yet concise coverage of the preventative aspects of classroom management, as well
as a wide range of effective intervention strategies. In this Third Edition, authors Tom Savage and
Martha K. Savage offer new and updated coverage of teacher stress, legal dimensions of
management and discipline, teacher/family collaboration, and bullying. Key Features Features a
two-part structure to pinpoint the key dimensions of classroom management: how to prevent
classroom issues and how to respond to problems that arise Identifies a measurable goal for K–12
teachers: helping students to develop self-control and responsibility Addresses teacher burnout
through practical application of stress management Describes bullying behaviors and teacher
response, including a section on working with parents, a vital skill for avoiding and resolving serious
problems Presents realistic case studies and What Would You Do? scenarios to demonstrate chapter
concepts
  teacher have at desk: Effective Teaching Gilbert H. Hunt, Dennis G. Wiseman, Timothy J.
Touzel, 2009 Schools today have transcended from the chalkboard to the whiteboard and are
populated by students who are not frightened to use the technology of this new age of learning.
During this period of dynamic change, teachers must be ready to meet the challenges of preparing
students for a global society characterized by diversity and ever-increasing expectations.
  teacher have at desk: A Practical Guide to Teaching Mathematics in the Secondary School
Clare Lee, Robert Ward-Penny, 2019-04-25 A Practical Guide to Teaching Mathematics in the
Secondary School offers straightforward advice, inspiration and a wide range of tried and tested
approaches to help you find success in the secondary mathematics classroom. Illustrated
throughout, this fully updated second edition includes new chapters on using ICT in the classroom
and promoting a positive learning environment, as well as fresh and easy to use ideas that can help
you engage your pupils and inspire mathematical thinking. Covering all key aspects of mathematics
teaching, it is an essential companion for all training and newly qualified mathematics teachers.
Combining ideas and practical insights from experienced teachers with important lessons from
educational research, this book covers key aspects of mathematics teaching, including: planning
effective lessons using assessment to support learning encouraging mathematical activity
integrating ICT into your teaching making lessons engaging building resilient learners. A Practical
Guide to Teaching Mathematics in the Secondary School is an essential companion to the core
textbook Learning to Teach Mathematics in the Secondary School. Written by expert practitioners, it
will support you in developing imaginative and effective mathematics lessons for your pupils.
  teacher have at desk: Inside the Primary Classroom: 20 Years On Chris Comber, Maurice
Galton, Linda Hargreaves, Debbie Wall, 2013-01-11 In recent years primary education has been the
subject of continuing debate with questions of standards and their apparent decline being raised
with alarming regularity. Central in informing these debates has been the ORACLE study of
groupwork in primary classrooms. Published during the 1980s, the study described in detail the
daily life of the primary classroom, the teaching styles used by teachers and the responses of pupils.
That research has now been replicated - with over two thirds of the schools originally studied being
revisited, using the same tests and observation instruments. This book presents the findings of this
second round of research, and is therefore unique in being able authoritatively to document the
changes - or lack of them - in primary education and teaching practice over the last twenty years.
  teacher have at desk: How to Survive and Thrive in the First Three Weeks of School
Elaine K. McEwan, 2006-03-13 Master the 3 + 3 = 33 equation for successful first days at school-at
any grade level! Research shows that time invested during the first three weeks of school to teach
Routines, Rubrics, and Rules-the three R′s-leads to higher student achievement throughout the
remaining 33 weeks of school, or 3 + 3 = 33. This wonderfully practical and effective new book from



bestselling author Elaine McEwan will help any teacher through those critical weeks and show how
truly with-it teachers (WITs) can manage more easily the three critical facets of every teacher′s day:
classroom management and organization, student engagement, and time management. WITs from
K-12 classrooms share their specific personal routines, rubrics and rules to help you survive and
thrive in those first three weeks of school, including Designing and organizing your classroom to
support learning Teaching routines, rubrics, and rules to maximize learning time Creating
organizational, academic, and social routines Choosing rules and rewards to build character and
motivation Using the With-It teacher list, including attention-getters, noise-breakers, timesavers,
routines, and homework helpers With the power of 3 + 3 = 33, and the secrets of WITs, you can
chart a sure-footed course for those all-important first weeks of school, and help guide your students
successfully through the school year!
  teacher have at desk: Becoming a Legendary Teacher William Freeman, David Scheidecker,
2009-02-06 Freeman and Scheidecker are truly legendary teachers! I have used this book in my
university teaching and shared it with numerous colleagues, teacher friends, and family.--Ruth
Reynolds, Teacher, Bradley Elementary School District, IL Adjunct Professor, Olivet Nazarene
University This is a book that I hope the teachers of my own children will read. The authors′
documented experience and success will ignite a passion for teaching within you.--Susan M.
Chasteen, Art InstructorReed-Custer School District 209U, IL Learn how extraordinary teachers
inspire students and influence lives! All teachers aspire to become that outstanding educator who
inspires students and exerts an enduring, positive influence on their lives. This book examines what
makes certain teachers so important to the futures of their students and shows you how to become
one of these legendary teachers. The authors demonstrate how educators can learn to recognize
their own talents and skills, cultivate successful traits in their teaching, and translate those qualities
into leadership in their schools. Presenting key characteristics of outstanding instructors, this
inspiring resource includes techniques that all teachers can use to: Convey high expectations for
students Create a well-organized and positive classroom environment Motivate students to excel in
an era of high-stakes testing Communicate successfully with students, families, and colleagues Stay
passionate and motivated Becoming a Legendary Teacher helps educators develop and refine their
teaching skills to ensure that students want to learn and succeed.
  teacher have at desk: Tactical Teacher Dale Ripley, 2021-12-31 Positively influence the
behavior of even your most challenging students. In The Tactical Teacher, author Dale Ripley shares
a plethora of tactics, ranging from persuasive dialogue to environmental details, proven to improve
students' classroom behavior and increase learning. You'll gain powerful, research-based strategies
for addressing disruptions, developing productive student-teaching relationships, and motivating
students to embrace learning like never before. Readers will: Consider how the experiences of
ancient humans still impact student behavior. Understand the benefits of soft tactics, the risks of
hard tactics, and how to make effective use of both. Forge positive relationships with even your most
challenging or disruptive students. Explore the ethics of using specific influence and persuasion
strategies in the classroom. Help students engage in learning through the tactics portrayed in each
chapter. Contents: Introduction Chapter 1: Why Your Students Behave the Way They Do Chapter 2:
Student Behavior Through the Lens of Natural Selection Chapter 3: Soft Tactics for Helping Your
Students Create a Positive Self-Image Chapter 4: Soft Tactics for Reciprocation Chapter 5: Soft
Tactics for Likeability Chapter 6: Soft Tactics for the Power of Commitment Chapter 7: Soft Tactics
for Making the Invisible Visible Chapter 8: Soft Tactics for Empathetic Persuasion of Students'
Thinking Chapter 9: Soft Tactics for Your Classroom's Physical Environment Chapter 10: Soft Tactics
for Motivating Students by Taking Something Away Chapter 11: Soft Tactics for Persuading
Students With the Right Words Chapter 12: Soft Tactics for Motivating Students Through Rewards
Chapter 13: Soft Tactics for Making a Great First Impression Chapter 14: Hard Tactics to Use With
Extreme Caution Chapter 15: Soft Tactics for Knowing When to Influence Your Students Chapter 16:
The Ethics of Influence Chapter 17: How Your Students Subconsciously Motivate You Epilogue
Appendix References and Resources Index



  teacher have at desk: American English Primary Colors 3 Teacher's Book Diana Hicks,
Andrew Littlejohn, 2002-10 American English Primary Colors is a new 4-level course for young
learners from six to eleven years old.
  teacher have at desk: Biology Teacher's Desk Book Dorothea Allen, 1979
  teacher have at desk: Teaching Problem Students Jere Brophy, 2003-07-29 Focuses on how
teachers and school practitioners can improve the academic skills, attitudes, and coping abilities of
students with behavior and adjustment problems. Presented are findings from the Classroom
Strategy Study, which identifies widely used classroom management strategies that work-and those
that don't work-for addressing a wide range of specific challenges in the elementary and middle
grades.
  teacher have at desk: The American Teacher , 1892
  teacher have at desk: A Practical Guide to Teaching Mathematics in the Secondary
School Clare S. Lee, Sue Johnston-Wilder, Robert Ward-Penny, 2013 Offers straightforward advice,
inspiration and support for mathematics teachers whether in training or newly qualified. Based on
the best research and practice available, it offers a wide range of tried and tested approaches that
succeed in secondary classrooms.
  teacher have at desk: First Years At School Anning, Angela, 1997-01-01 Review of 1st edition I
found the whole account a model of clarity with a good blend of theory and practice which many
authors would do well to note Ted Wragg, TES The First Years at School (2nd Edn) is a practical and
reflective discussion of the education of 4 to 8 year olds based on a sympathetic recognition of the
complexities of being an early years teacher. Angela Anning begins by reviewing the historical and
ideological traditions of British infant and primary schools, tracing how we have reached the
position where teachers feel themselves to be torn between child-centered and utilitarian demands
in educating young children. She then provides a detailed and authoritative critique of recent
thinking about the cognitive, social and emotional development of children, and explores the
complexities of teachers' roles. She discusses the organization of the classroom, the structuring of
learning in the school day and the content of the curriculum. She tackles the implications of the
series of changes in the National Curriculum Orders and the national assessment systems for seven
year olds and their impact on pre-fives and children with special educational needs. The second
edition brings the debate about the post Dearing Key Stage One curriculum and its implications for
pre-school education bang up to date. This will be vital reading for both student and practising
teachers of young children.
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