
teacher example cover letter

teacher example cover letter plays a crucial role in securing a teaching
position by effectively showcasing qualifications, experience, and passion
for education. A well-crafted cover letter not only complements a resume but
also provides a personalized introduction to potential employers. This
article explores the essential components of a teacher example cover letter,
offers practical tips on writing one, and presents a detailed sample to guide
job seekers. Additionally, it highlights common mistakes to avoid and
strategies to tailor the letter for specific teaching roles. Understanding
these aspects will enhance the chances of making a strong impression during
the application process. Below is an overview of the main sections covered in
this article.

Understanding the Purpose of a Teacher Example Cover Letter

Key Elements of an Effective Teacher Cover Letter

Step-by-Step Guide to Writing a Teacher Cover Letter

Sample Teacher Example Cover Letter

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Tips for Customizing Your Teacher Cover Letter

Understanding the Purpose of a Teacher Example
Cover Letter

The teacher example cover letter serves as a formal introduction to a hiring
committee or school administration. It complements the resume by highlighting
the candidate’s unique qualifications, teaching philosophy, and enthusiasm
for contributing to the educational environment. This document provides
context for the candidate’s experience and explains why they are an ideal fit
for the specific teaching position. Unlike a resume, which is a concise list
of credentials, the cover letter allows for a narrative that can connect the
applicant’s skills to the school’s needs. Ultimately, the goal is to persuade
the employer to invite the candidate for an interview.

Why a Cover Letter Matters in Education

In the competitive field of education, a teacher example cover letter can
distinguish an applicant from numerous others with similar academic
backgrounds and certifications. It offers a platform to demonstrate
communication skills, which are critical for teaching roles. Additionally, it
reflects professionalism and attention to detail, traits that are highly
valued in educators. Schools often look for candidates whose values align
with their mission, and the cover letter is an effective tool to convey this
alignment.



Key Elements of an Effective Teacher Cover
Letter

A high-quality teacher example cover letter should consist of several
fundamental components that collectively create a compelling narrative. Each
section serves a specific purpose in presenting the candidate’s suitability
for the role.

Contact Information and Salutation

Begin the cover letter with accurate contact details, including name, phone
number, email address, and mailing address. Addressing the letter to a
specific person, such as the principal or hiring manager, adds a personal
touch and demonstrates initiative. When the recipient’s name is unknown, a
professional greeting such as “Dear Hiring Committee” is appropriate.

Introduction

Start with a strong opening paragraph that states the position being applied
for and briefly summarizes why the applicant is interested and qualified.
This section should capture attention and set the tone for the rest of the
letter.

Body Paragraphs

The body of the teacher example cover letter should provide evidence of
relevant teaching experience, educational background, and key skills.
Highlight specific accomplishments, such as improving student performance or
developing innovative lesson plans. Incorporate examples that demonstrate
classroom management abilities and adaptability. Emphasizing soft skills such
as communication, collaboration, and empathy is also essential.

Closing Paragraph

Conclude with a professional closing that expresses enthusiasm for the role
and invites further communication. A polite sign-off, such as “Sincerely,”
followed by the applicant’s full name, completes the letter.

Step-by-Step Guide to Writing a Teacher Cover
Letter

Writing an effective teacher example cover letter requires careful planning
and attention to detail. The following steps provide a systematic approach to
crafting a compelling document.

Research the School and Position: Understand the school’s culture,1.
values, and specific job requirements to tailor the cover letter
accordingly.



Gather Relevant Information: Compile details about your teaching2.
certifications, experience, achievements, and skills.

Draft the Introduction: Clearly state the position and express genuine3.
interest.

Develop Body Paragraphs: Use concrete examples to illustrate4.
qualifications and teaching philosophy.

Write a Strong Closing: Encourage follow-up and thank the reader for5.
their consideration.

Edit and Proofread: Check for grammar, spelling, and formatting6.
consistency to ensure professionalism.

Format the Letter Properly: Use a clean, readable font and standard7.
business letter layout.

Tips for Effective Writing

Use clear and concise language throughout the teacher example cover letter.
Avoid jargon and overly complex sentences. Focus on achievements rather than
responsibilities to demonstrate impact. Personalize each letter to the job
description and school to increase relevance.

Sample Teacher Example Cover Letter

The following sample illustrates how to integrate the key components
discussed above into a professional and persuasive teacher example cover
letter.

Jane Smith

123 Maple Street

Anytown, USA 12345

(555) 123-4567

jane.smith@email.com

August 10, 2024

Mr. John Doe

Principal

Greenwood Elementary School

456 Oak Avenue

Anytown, USA 12345



Dear Mr. Doe,

I am writing to express my interest in the 4th Grade Teacher position at
Greenwood Elementary School as advertised. With over six years of experience
in elementary education and a Master’s degree in Curriculum and Instruction,
I am confident in my ability to contribute effectively to your school
community. My passion for fostering academic growth and creating an inclusive
classroom aligns well with Greenwood’s commitment to student-centered
learning.

In my current role at Lincoln Elementary, I have successfully implemented
differentiated instruction strategies that have increased student engagement
and improved standardized test scores by 15% over two years. I am adept at
integrating technology into lesson plans and promoting collaborative learning
environments. Additionally, my strong classroom management skills and ability
to build positive relationships with students, parents, and colleagues have
been instrumental in creating a supportive educational atmosphere.

I am excited about the opportunity to bring my expertise and enthusiasm to
Greenwood Elementary School. I welcome the chance to discuss how my
background and teaching philosophy can support your school’s goals. Thank you
for considering my application.

Sincerely,

Jane Smith

Common Mistakes to Avoid

When composing a teacher example cover letter, certain pitfalls can undermine
its effectiveness. Awareness of these common mistakes ensures the letter
maintains a professional and impactful tone.

Using Generic or Vague Statements

Avoid generic phrases that fail to convey specific qualifications or
enthusiasm. Statements like “I love teaching” without elaboration do not
provide meaningful insight into the applicant’s abilities or approach.

Ignoring the Job Description

Failing to tailor the cover letter to the particular teaching position can
make the application appear careless. It is essential to align skills and
experiences with the requirements outlined in the job posting.

Overloading with Irrelevant Information

Including unrelated work history or excessive personal details can distract
from the focus on teaching credentials. Keep the content relevant and
concise.



Neglecting Proofreading

Spelling or grammatical errors can create a negative impression. Thorough
proofreading is critical to ensure accuracy and professionalism.

Tips for Customizing Your Teacher Cover Letter

Personalization significantly increases the effectiveness of a teacher
example cover letter. Employing the following strategies can enhance the
letter’s impact.

Address the Hiring Manager by Name: When possible, identify and use the
name of the person responsible for hiring.

Reference Specific School Programs or Values: Mention aspects of the
school that resonate with your teaching philosophy.

Highlight Relevant Experience: Emphasize experiences that directly
relate to the grade level or subject area of the position.

Incorporate Keywords from the Job Posting: Use terminology found in the
advertisement to demonstrate alignment.

Showcase Soft Skills: Emphasize communication, adaptability, and
teamwork, which are critical in educational settings.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a teacher example cover letter?

A teacher example cover letter is a sample letter that demonstrates how to
effectively present your skills, experience, and qualifications when applying
for a teaching position. It serves as a guide to help candidates craft their
own personalized cover letters.

What key elements should be included in a teacher
cover letter?

A teacher cover letter should include a professional greeting, an
introduction stating the position you are applying for, a summary of your
teaching experience and qualifications, examples of your teaching philosophy
or accomplishments, and a closing statement expressing enthusiasm and a call
to action.

How can I tailor my teacher cover letter for
different teaching positions?

To tailor your teacher cover letter, research the school’s values and
curriculum, highlight relevant experience that matches the job description,
mention specific skills or certifications required, and align your teaching



approach with the school’s educational goals.

Can I use a teacher example cover letter template for
different grade levels?

Yes, you can use a teacher example cover letter template for different grade
levels, but it’s important to customize the content to reflect the specific
skills, experiences, and classroom management techniques relevant to the
grade level you are applying for.

How long should a teacher cover letter be?

A teacher cover letter should ideally be one page in length, typically around
3-4 paragraphs. It should be concise yet informative, providing enough detail
to showcase your qualifications without overwhelming the reader.

What tone is appropriate for a teacher cover letter?

The tone of a teacher cover letter should be professional, positive, and
enthusiastic. It should convey your passion for teaching and commitment to
student development while maintaining a respectful and confident voice.

Where can I find reliable teacher example cover
letter samples?

Reliable teacher example cover letter samples can be found on educational job
websites, career advice platforms like Indeed or Glassdoor, professional
teaching associations, and university career centers. Additionally, many
resume-building websites offer free templates specifically for teachers.

Additional Resources
1. Crafting the Perfect Teacher Cover Letter
This book provides a step-by-step guide to writing compelling cover letters
tailored for educators. It covers essential components such as highlighting
teaching experience, showcasing classroom achievements, and expressing
educational philosophies effectively. Readers will find sample letters and
tips to make their applications stand out.

2. Stand Out: Cover Letters for Teachers
Designed specifically for teachers, this book offers strategies to create
personalized cover letters that capture the attention of hiring committees.
It emphasizes the importance of aligning one’s skills with school values and
includes real-world examples from various teaching levels and subjects.

3. The Educator’s Guide to Winning Cover Letters
A comprehensive resource that walks teachers through the process of writing
persuasive cover letters. It discusses how to address common challenges, such
as limited experience or career changes, and provides templates that can be
adapted for different teaching roles.

4. Teacher Cover Letters That Get Results
This book focuses on practical advice for writing cover letters that
effectively communicate a candidate’s qualifications and passion for
teaching. It highlights techniques for demonstrating impact in the classroom



and making a strong first impression on prospective employers.

5. Mastering Your Teacher Job Application
Beyond just cover letters, this guide explores the entire application
process, with a strong emphasis on cover letter writing. It offers insights
into what school administrators look for and how to present oneself as the
ideal candidate through compelling narratives.

6. Sample Cover Letters for Educators
Featuring a collection of annotated sample letters, this book serves as
inspiration for teachers at all career stages. Each example is followed by
analysis explaining what makes it effective, helping readers understand how
to craft their own.

7. Effective Cover Letters for New Teachers
Targeted at recent graduates and first-time job seekers in education, this
book addresses the unique challenges faced by new teachers. It provides
guidance on highlighting student teaching experience, certifications, and
enthusiasm for the profession.

8. The Art of the Teacher Cover Letter
This title delves into the narrative aspect of cover letter writing,
encouraging educators to tell their story in a way that resonates with hiring
panels. It includes exercises to help teachers identify their strengths and
communicate them authentically.

9. Winning Applications: Teacher Cover Letters and Beyond
Offering a holistic approach, this book covers cover letters, resumes, and
interview preparation for teachers. It helps candidates develop a cohesive
application package that emphasizes their skills, experience, and commitment
to education.
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  teacher example cover letter: Real-resumes for Teachers Anne McKinney, 2000 Applying
for teaching and administrative positions in schools requires a specialized kind of resume. This guide
offers advice along with actual examples of resumes and covering letters, to help educators find the
best opportunities available to them.
  teacher example cover letter: How to Get the Teaching Job You Want Robert Feirsen, Seth
Weitzman, 2023-07-03 Competition for the best teaching jobs is becoming more intense. Since
publication of the first edition, when it was mainly the most desirable schools that were deluged by
applications, the economic climate has made the teacher market more competitive across the board,
and is changing hiring practices. Now extensively revised, this book maintains its place as the most
up-to-date book available on job hunting for teachers. The authors cover changes in the educational
marketplace; the new mandates about standardized testing and public reporting of student
achievement–and what they mean for applicants; how new certification standards and schools’
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requirements affect career changers; the growing acceptance of on-line applications and electronic
portfolios; and provide additional advice for teachers applying to change schools or districts.This is
also the only guide written by school administrators. Offering the insights and experience of two
authors who do the hiring, it details a step-by-step program for taking charge of your teaching
career. How to Get the Teaching Job You Want enables you to:* Match your unique talents to the
needs of a particular school* Craft effective cover letters and resumes, using models that address
the specific needs of college graduates, teachers changing schools, returning teachers and career
changers* Make effective on-line applications* Leverage your achievements as an experienced
teacher–or, for graduates or career changers, student teaching, substitute teaching, volunteer work
or content knowledge–into a job offer* Locate jobs on-line and discover valuable information about
schools, including test results, educational philosophy and names of key administrators* Design a
portfolio in book or electronic format to showcase your abilities* Practice interview skills using 100
questions taken from real job interviews* Apply proven strategies for a variety of interview formats,
including high stress interviews and performance interviews* Address controversial questions
during interviewsThis book covers procedures for applying to elementary, middle and high schools;
public, independent, and parochial schools; as well as international and boarding schools. Anecdotes
recounting the experiences of real candidates looking for jobs illustrate key points. Access to the
authors’ web site ensures that you will stay current in a changing job market. This is a vital book for
teachers and aspiring teachers who want to achieve their career goals. It will also be invaluable for
guidance counselors, psychologists, librarians and other school professionals.
  teacher example cover letter: Engaging Teacher Candidates and Language Learners With
Authentic Practice Lenkaitis, Chesla Ann, Hilliker, Shannon M., 2019-06-28 Teacher candidates need
authentic practice with language learners so that they can test and hone their skills based on the
concepts learned in their teacher education programs with real students. These candidates need
practice before and beyond student teaching and fieldwork. If they are given the chance to practice
during as many teacher education courses as possible and have access to language learners
throughout their programs, they can focus on applying the specific content of each class they take in
a real-world context with real students. Engaging Teacher Candidates and Language Learners With
Authentic Practice highlights strategies teacher educators can use to give their teacher candidates
authentic practice attached to coursework. By focusing on ways that authentic practice has been
integrated into teacher preparation programs and studies that have been realized, this publication
will provide practical ways for others to provide this authentic practice, which is much needed in
teacher preparation programs. This book highlights topics such as pedagogy, student engagement,
and intercultural competence and is ideal for educators, administrators, researchers, and students.
  teacher example cover letter: The Teacher′s Guide to Successful Job Transfers and
Promotions Joanne Wachter Ghio, 2005-03-30 Are you a talented teacher in the classroom but a little
rusty when it comes to looking for your next teaching job? This handbook by the best-selling author
of Time-Saving Tips for Teachers will give you the advantage you need to succeed! Joanne Wachter′s
years of hiring experience as a public school system supervisor have taught her that good teachers
are often reluctant to toot their own horns, or just may not know how to impress interviewers. Given
the intense competition, today′s teachers need to know how to put their best foot forward to get that
deserved transfer or promotion. This detailed how-to manual will walk you through every step in the
job change process, including: Setting goals, including a quiz to find out what you really want in a
job, from educational philosophy to commuting time Working the process, with a list of the topics
that matter to the administrators making the hiring decisions Filling out an A+ application, getting
reference letters, and writing cover letters Strengthening résumés and portfolios, with advice on
what and what NOT to include Making personal contacts and rehearsing for that dazzling interview
Let the ideas and strategies in The Teacher′s Guide to Successful Job Transfers and Promotions be
the career guide that helps you get the job you′ve always wanted!
  teacher example cover letter: Ten Things You Need to Know Before You Interview for a
Teaching Job Dr. Nancy Maynes, Dr. Glynn Sharpe, 2013-09-19 This book provides easily accessible



guidance for new teachers who are planning to apply for their first teaching job. The ideas in the
book, garnered from years of experience hiring teachers at all levels of the public school system, are
organized in time order, providing teacher applicants with timely and specific details about how to
prepare for each step of the interview process. This is a book that every aspiring teacher should
own.
  teacher example cover letter: Teaching Ellen Flint, 2006 Provides a great insight into the
teaching profession through stories of people working in the industry.
  teacher example cover letter: Becoming a Teacher: Knowledge, Skills and Issues Maggie
Clarke, Sharon Pittaway, 2014-04-23 Marsh’s Becoming a Teacher, 6e continues to offer pre-service
teachers a practical and user-friendly guide to learning to teach that students find invaluable
throughout their entire degree. Marsh covers a comprehensive introduction to teaching
methodology, preparing pre-service teachers for the challenges they face in a 21st-century
classroom. All chapters in this new edition have been updated with new approaches and current
references by the two new authors Maggie Clarke and Sharon Pittaway. The approach in this 6th
edition is more reflective and gives readers an even greater opportunity to interact with issues
raised in the text.
  teacher example cover letter: What Successful Teachers Do Mary C. Clement, 2018-06-05
Teachers who read A Dozen Things will be engaged with the personal stories of teaching, while also
gaining strategies for success in their classrooms. A quick glance at the table of contents provides
insight into the issues teachers face and how to thrive and succeed. Successful teachers prepare
personally and professionally for their jobs. Strong teachers organize and manage a classroom, while
planning to use a variety of effective teaching methods and strategies. Both new and veteran
teachers use technology to their advantage, and know when to just use paper and pencil to teach.
Successful teachers master how to assess student work with straightforward, usable evaluations,
and not just the standardized tests. While striving to meet the needs of all students, effective
teachers communicate with all stakeholders — especially the students! How do teachers keep their
jobs from taking over their lives? They recognize that teaching is too difficult a job to do alone, and
too important a job to do alone. They find strong colleagues for mentors and for local support
networks. They join professional associations to stay current in their fields and to have a larger
support network. This book leads teachers to reflect in a practical way about teaching and their
success. Teachers need to remember why they entered this profession and to develop a simple
philosophy for why they get up each morning to do the important work of teaching.
  teacher example cover letter: Handbook on Teacher Portfolios for Evaluation and
Professional Development Pamela Tucker, James Stronge, Christopher Gareis, 2013-10-18 This
book and downloadable resources show school leaders how to develop teacher portfolios and put
them into action. They will provide confidence and credibility as you engage in: - high stakes
summative evaluations - initial hiring, tenure, and other key personnel decisions - fostering a school
culture which encourages high levels of performance This book and downloadable resources provide
a reliable and easy way for teachers to: - collect and analyze data about their effectiveness - monitor
and improve their own performance - improve student learning Adopting the templates in this book
and downloadable resources will enable you to define: - standards which describe actual duties and
activities of teachers - behaviors which indicate the quality of teaching - artifacts which provide
evidence of teaching and learning - scoring rubrics which assist in objective evaluation The
downloadable resources, contain easy-to-use templates of performance assessment rubrics, feedback
forms, and other documents to help you organize & implement Teacher Portfolios in your school.
  teacher example cover letter: Real-resumes for Students Anne McKinney, 2000 Instructs
college students on presenting their work experiences, from part-time summer jobs to internships, in
a professional manner designed to display strengths to future employers.
  teacher example cover letter: Business Advantage Advanced Teacher's Book Jonathan Birkin,
2012-09-06 An innovative, new multi-level course for the university and in-company sector. Business
Advantage is the course for tomorrow's business leaders. Based on a unique syllabus that combines



current business theory, business in practice and business skills - all presented using authentic,
expert input - the course contains specific business-related outcomes that make the material highly
relevant and engaging. The Business Advantage Advanced level books include input from leading
institutions and organisations, such as: Alibaba, Dyson, Piaggio, and The Cambridge Judge Business
School. The Teacher's Book comes with photocopiable activities, progress tests and worksheets for
the DVD which accompanies the Student's Book.
  teacher example cover letter: Ventures Level 4 Teacher's Edition with Assessment
Audio CD/CD-ROM Gretchen Bitterlin, Dennis Johnson, Donna Price, Sylvia Ramirez, 2013-07-12
Ventures 2nd Edition is a six-level, standards-based ESL series for adult-education ESL. The
Ventures 2nd Edition interleaved Level 4 Teacher's Edition includes easy-to-follow lesson plans for
every unit. It offers tips and suggestions for addressing common areas of difficulty for students, as
well as suggested expansion activities for improving learner persistence. The Teacher's Edition also
explains where to find additional practice in other Ventures components such as the Workbook,
Online Teacher's Resource Room, and Student Arcade. Multi-skill unit, midterm, and final tests are
found in the back of the Teacher's Edition. Also includes an Assessment CD/CD-ROM which contains
audio for each test as well as all the tests in a customizable format.
  teacher example cover letter: Real-resumes for Career Changers Anne McKinney, 2000
Writing a career-change resume is the most complex of resumes to write. Using actual resumes and
covering letters, the editor of this series shows the reader how to consider new opportunities and
how to communicate past experience in a way that builds bridges to new careers.
  teacher example cover letter: Cover Letters that Blow Doors Open Anne McKinney, 1999
Designed as the comprehensive guide to cover letter preparation, the 272-page book shows
examples of exciting and door-opening cover letters. The main section of the book shows cover
letters by field and industry. For example, job hunters in the accounting field will find examples of
cover letters used to blow doors open in the accounting, banking, and financial community. From
aviation, to computer operations, to management, to sales, to transportation, cover letters tailored to
specific fields are illustrated which can be used as models or templates for those involved in a job
hunt. But what if a job hunter is changing careers or doesn't need a cover letter targeting a specific
field or functional area? There's a section showing examples of all-purpose cover letters,
career-change cover letters, cover letters for entrepreneurs, and cover letters for those seeking their
first job. For those seeking advice on how to respond to ads, how to handle questions about salary
requirements, how to request consideration for multiple job openings in the organization, and how to
write letters for special situations, there's a section entitled Sixteen Commonly Asked Questions
About Cover Letters (and Job Hunting).
  teacher example cover letter: Ventures Transitions Level 5 Teacher's Manual Gretchen
Bitterlin, Dennis Johnson, Donna Price, Sylvia Ramirez, 2010-09-20 Ventures is a six-level,
standards-based ESL series for adult-education ESL. This Teacher's Manual provides instructional
support that makes Transitions even easier to teach. Key features include: lesson plans for teaching
clear and engaging classes; lesson notes with dozens of additional activities; Student's Book answer
key; student audio script.
  teacher example cover letter: Proceedings of the 4th International Conference on
Internet, Education and Information Technology (IEIT 2024) Yongjun Feng, Aniruddha
Bhattacharjya, Junfeng Diao, Nahed Rajaa Ghlamallah, 2024-11-20 This is an open access book. With
the development of science and technology, information technology and information resources
should be actively developed and fully applied in all fields of education and teaching, so as to
promote the modernization of education and cultivate talents to meet the needs of society. From the
technical point of view, the basic characteristics of educational informatization are digitalization,
networking, intelligentization and multi-media. From the perspective of education, the basic
characteristics of educational information are openness, sharing, interaction and cooperation. With
the advantage of the network, it can provide students with a large amount of information and
knowledge by combining different knowledge and information from various aspects in a high



frequency. Therefore, we have intensified efforts to reform the traditional teaching methods and set
up a new teaching concept, from the interaction between teachers and students in the past to the
sharing between students. In short, it forms a sharing learning mode. For all students, strive to
achieve students' learning independence, initiative and creativity. To sum up, we will provide a quick
exchange platform between education and information technology, so that more scholars in related
fields can share and exchange new ideas. The 4th International Conference on Internet, Education
and Information Technology (IEIT 2024) will be held on May 17-19, 2024 in Kunming, China. IEIT
2023 is to bring together innovative academics and industrial experts in the field of Internet,
Education and Information Technology to a common forum. The primary goal of the conference is to
promote research and developmental activities inInternet, Education and Information Technology
and another goal is to promote scientific information interchange between researchers, developers,
engineers, students, and practitioners working all around the world. The conference will be held
every year to make it an ideal platform for people to share views and experiences in international
conference onInternet, Education and Information Technology and related areas.
  teacher example cover letter: Teachers with The Magic M. Scott Norton, 2015-05-08 This
book centers on the fact that needed improvements in our schools will not occur unless education is
able to attract and retain great teachers in the school’s classrooms. Teachers with The Magic is
directed to administrative leaders as well as those individuals that are seeking ways to become
better teachers. Great teachers themselves will be inspired by the book’s discussion of what great
teachers do the classroom to engage students in learning.
  teacher example cover letter: So You Have to Teach Math? Marilyn Burns, Robyn Silbey, 2000
Marilyn Burns and Robyn Silbey offer sensible and practical advice guaranteed to give all teachers
support and direction for improving their mathematics teaching. The lively Q-and-A format
addresses the concerns that most kindergarten through grade 6 teachers grapple with about
teaching mathematics.
  teacher example cover letter: Ferguson Career Resource Guide to Internships and Summer
Jobs, 2-Volume Set Carol Turkington, 2014-05-14 Provides details on over 550 internships and
summer jobs.
  teacher example cover letter: Off Track Louise Spear-swerling, 2018-03-05 The identification
of poor readers as learning disabled can be the first of many steps toward consigning students to a
lifetime of reading failure. The very label that is meant to help children often becomes a burden that
works against effective learning throughout their schooling. In this book, the authors identify the
dangers of labeling children as reading or learning disabled, contending that a reading disability is
not a unitary phenomenon. In order to diagnose and help children, educators and parents need to
understand the multiple sources of reading difficulty before they can choose appropriate means to
correct it. Drawing on recent research in cognitive psychology, the authors present a new
theoretical model of reading disability that integrates a wide variety of findings across age and
grade spans. Laid out in terms that are readily comprehensible to parents and practitioners, the
model outlines the phases that are characteristic of the path to proficient reading, then describes
four ways in which disabled readers may stray from this path. The key to the authors' work lies in
the fact that youngsters who stray from the path of typical reading acquisition often are not
distinguishable from other children who are classified as poor readers rather than as learning
disabled. This model is an especially useful one for practitioners because it both provides a broader
view of reading disability than have many previous models and shows how reading disability relates
to typical reading acquisition. Using illustrative case studies, the authors describe the four patterns
of reading disability, explain how to properly assess them, and suggest ways to conquer them.
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