TEACHER CERTIFICATION IN WEST VIRGINIA

TEACHER CERTIFICATION IN WEST VIRGINIA IS A CRUCIAL STEP FOR INDIVIDUALS SEEKING TO BECOME LICENSED EDUCATORS
WITHIN THE STATE. THIS PROCESS ENSURES THAT EDUCATORS MEET SPECIFIC STANDARDS OF KNOWLEDGE, SKILL, AND
PROFESSIONALISM REQUIRED TO TEACH EFFECTIVELY IN WEST VIRGINIA’S PUBLIC SCHOOLS. THE STATE’S CERTIFICATION
SYSTEM INCLUDES VARIOUS PATHWAYS DEPENDING ON THE APPLICANT’S EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND, EXPERIENCE, AND THE
GRADE LEVELS OR SUBJECTS THEY WISH TO TEACH. UNDERSTANDING THE REQUIREMENTS, APPLICATION PROCEDURES, AND
RENEW AL PROCESSES FOR TEACHER CERTIFICATION IN WEST VIRGINIA IS ESSENTIAL FOR PROSPECTIVE TEACHERS, CAREER
CHANGERS, AND OUT-OF-STATE EDUCATORS. THIS ARTICLE PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF THE CERTIFICATION
PROCESS, TYPES OF TEACHING CERTIFICATES, ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA, AND CONTINUING EDUCATION EXPECTATIONS.
ADDITIONALLY, IT OFFERS GUIDANCE ON HOW TO NAVIGATE THE CERTIFICATION SYSTEM EFFICIENTLY TO MEET STATE
STANDARDS AND ADVANCE ONE’S TEACHING CAREER.
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OVERVIEW OF TEACHER CERTIFICATION IN WEST VIRGINIA

TEACHER CERTIFICATION IN WEST VIRGINIA IS ADMINISTERED BY THE WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION (W VDE),
WHICH ESTABLISHES THE CRITERIA AND STANDARDS FOR EDUCATOR LICENSURE. CERTIFICATION IS MANDATORY FOR TEACHING IN
PUBLIC SCHOOLS, AND IT SERVES TO UPHOLD EDUCATIONAL QUALITY BY VERIFYING THAT TEACHERS POSSESS THE NECESSARY
ACADEMIC PREPARATION AND PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCIES. THE CERTIFICATION PROCESS ALIGNS WITH STATE AND FEDERAL
EDUCATIONAL POLICIES, ENSURING THAT TEACHERS ARE PREPARED TO DELIVER CURRICULUM EFFECTIVELY AND SUPPORT STUDENT
LEARNING. WEST VIRGINIA’S CERTIFICATION SYSTEM IS STRUCTURED TO ACCOMMODATE TRADITIONAL EDUCATORS,
ALTERNATIVE PATHWAY CANDIDATES, AND SPECIALIZED INSTRUCTIONAL ROLES.

TyPes oF TEACHING CERTIFICATES

WEST VIRGINIA OFFERS SEVERAL TYPES OF TEACHING CERTIFICATES TAILORED TO DIFFERENT EDUCATIONAL SETTINGS AND
EDUCATOR QUALIFICATIONS. UNDERSTANDING THESE CERTIFICATE CATEGORIES HELPS APPLICANTS IDENTIFY THE APPROPRIATE
LICENSE FOR THEIR CAREER GOALS.

ProrFessioNAL TEACHING CERTIFICATE

THE PrROFESSIONAL TEACHING CERTIFICATE IS THE STANDARD CREDENTIAL FOR EDUCATORS WHO HAVE COMPLETED AN
APPROVED TEACHER PREPARATION PROGRAM AND MET ALL STATE REQUIREMENTS. THIS CERTIFICATE IS VALID FOR FIVE YEARS
AND IS RENEWABLE UPON MEETING CONTINUING EDUCATION CRITERIA.



ProvisioNAL TEACHING CERTIFICATE

THE ProVISIONAL TEACHING CERTIFICATE IS TYPICALLY ISSUED TO NEW TEACHERS WHO HAVE NOT YET FULFILLED ALL
REQUIREMENTS FOR THE PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATE. [T ALLOWS CANDIDATES TO TEACH WHILE COMPLETING ADDITIONAL
COURSEWORK OR ASSESSMENTS.

SPECIALIZED CERTIFICATES

SPECIALIZED CERTIFICATES INCLUDE ENDORSEMENTS FOR SPECIFIC SUBJECTS, GRADE LEVELS, OR SPECIAL EDUCATION. THESE
CERTIFICATIONS MAY REQUIRE ADDITIONAL TRAINING OR TESTING BEYOND THE GENERAL TEACHING CERTIFICATE.

ALTERNATIVE CERTIFICATION CERTIFICATE

THIS CERTIFICATE IS DESIGNED FOR INDIVIDUALS ENTERING TEACHING THROUGH NON-TRADITIONAL ROUTES, SUCH AS CAREER
CHANGERS OR THOSE WITH SUBJECT MATTER EXPERTISE BUT WITHOUT A FORMAL TEACHER EDUCATION DEGREE.

PROFESSIONAL TEACHING CERTIFICATE

¢ PrROVISIONAL TEACHING CERTIFICATE
e SpeciaLizep CerTIFICATES (E.G., SPECIAL EDUCATION, ESL)

o ALTERNATIVE CERTIFICATION CERTIFICATE

ELIGIBILITY AND APPLICATION PROCESS

To OBTAIN TEACHER CERTIFICATION IN WEST VIRGINIA, CANDIDATES MUST MEET SPECIFIC ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA AND COMPLETE
A STRUCTURED APPLICATION PROCESS MANAGED BY THE W VDE.

EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS

APPLICANTS MUST HOLD AT LEAST A BACHELOR’S DEGREE FROM A REGIONALLY ACCREDITED INSTITUTION. COMPLETION OF A
STATE-APPROVED TEACHER PREPARATION PROGRAM IS GENERALLY REQUIRED FOR THE PROFESSIONAL TeACHING CERTIFICATE.

APPLICATION SUBMISSION

PROSPECTIVE TEACHERS SUBMIT THEIR APPLICATIONS THROUGH THE W/ VDE’s ONLINE PORTAL, INCLUDING TRANSCRIPTS, TEST
SCORES, AND BACKGROUND CHECKS. DOCUMENTATION OF COURSEWORK AND PRACTICUM EXPERIENCE IS ESSENTIAL.

FINGERPRINTING AND BACKGROUND CHECKS

ALL APPLICANTS UNDERGO CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECKS AND FINGERPRINTING TO ENSURE SUITABILITY FOR WORKING WITH
MINORS. THIS STEP IS MANDATORY BEFORE CERTIFICATION IS GRANTED.



APPLICATION CHECKLIST

1. SUBMIT OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPTS

2. CoMPLETE W VDE APPLICATION FORM

3. PROVIDE PROOF OF TEACHER PREPARATION PROGRAM COMPLETION
4. PASS REQUIRED CERTIFICATION EXAMS

5. SUBMIT FINGERPRINTS AND BACKGROUND CHECK RESULTS

6. PAY APPLICATION FEES

TEeSTING AND QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS

TEACHER CERTIFICATION IN WEST VIRGINIA INVOLVES PASSING SPECIFIC EXAMINATIONS DESIGNED TO ASSESS CONTENT
KNOWLEDGE AND TEACHING SKILLS. THESE REQUIREMENTS ENSURE THAT EDUCATORS ARE PREPARED FOR CLASSROOM
CHALLENGES.

PrAXIS SErIES TESTS

THe PRAXIS EXAMS ARE COMMONLY REQUIRED, INCLUDING PRAXIS CORE ACADEMIC SKILLS FOR EDUCATORS AND PRAXIS
SUBJECT ASSESSMENTS RELEVANT TO THE TEACHING FIELD. PASSING SCORES ARE DETERMINED BY THE W/ VDE AND VARY BY
CERTIFICATION AREA.

CoNTENT KNOWLEDGE AND PEDAGOGY

TESTS EVALUATE BOTH SUBJECT MATTER PROFICIENCY AND PEDAGOGICAL KNOWLEDGE. THIS DUAL FOCUS HELPS ENSURE THAT
TEACHERS CAN EFFECTIVELY DELIVER CURRICULUM AND ENGAGE STUDENTS.

ALTERNATIVE ASSESSMENT OPTIONS

SOME ALTERNATIVE CERTIFICATION CANDIDATES MAY QUALIFY FOR DIFFERENT ASSESSMENTS OR W AIVERS BASED ON PRIOR
EXPERIENCE OR CREDENTIALS.

ReNEW AL AND CONTINUING EDUCATION

MAINTAINING TEACHER CERTIFICATION IN WEST VIRGINIA REQUIRES PERIODIC RENEW AL THROUGH PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
ACTIVITIES AND CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDITS. THIS PROCESS SUPPORTS EDUCATORS IN STAYING CURRENT WITH
INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES AND EDUCATIONAL STANDARDS.

ReNew AL CyCLE

THE STANDARD RENEW AL PERIOD FOR A PROFESSIONAL TEACHING CERTIFICATE IS FIVE YEARS. TEACHERS MUST APPLY FOR
RENEW AL BEFORE THEIR CERTIFICATE EXPIRES TO MAINTAIN ACTIVE STATUS.



CONTINUING ProressionNaL DeveLopMent (CPD)

EDUCATORS MUST COMPLETE A SET NUMBER OF CPD HOURS OR CREDIT UNITS APPROVED BY THE W/ VDE. THESE MAY INCLUDE
WORKSHOPS, COURSES, CONFERENCES, AND OTHER RELEVANT TRAINING.

DOCUMENTATION AND REPORTING

TEACHERS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR DOCUMENTING THEIR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES AND SUBMITTING EVIDENCE AS
PART OF THE RENEW AL APPLICATION PROCESS.

® FIVE-YEAR RENEWAL CYCLE
¢ MANDATORY CONTINUING EDUCATION HOURS
® APPROVED PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES

® SUBMISSION OF RENEWAL APPLICATION WITH DOCUMENTATION

ALTERNATIVE CERTIFICATION PATHWAYS

WEST VIRGINIA RECOGNIZES THE NEED FOR FLEXIBLE ROUTES TO TEACHER CERTIFICATION, ESPECIALLY TO ADDRESS SHORTAGES
IN CERTAIN SUBJECT AREAS OR GEOGRAPHIC LOCATIONS. ALTERNATIVE CERTIFICATION PATHWAYS PROVIDE OPPORTUNITIES FOR
INDIVIDUALS WITH DIVERSE BACKGROUNDS TO ENTER THE TEACHING PROFESSION.

CAREER SWITCHER PROGRAMS

THESE PROGRAMS ALLOW PROFESSIONALS FROM OTHER FIELDS TO TRANSITION INTO TEACHING BY COMPLETING REQUIRED
COURSEWORK AND SUPERVISED TEACHING EXPERIENCES WHILE EMPLOYED AS EDUCATORS.

EMERGENCY AND TEMPORARY CERTIFICATION

IN SPECIFIC CIRCUMSTANCES, SUCH AS TEACHER SHORTAGES, THE W VDE MAY ISSUE EMERGENCY OR TEMPORARY CERTIFICATES
TO QUALIFIED INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE NOT MET ALL STANDARD REQUIREMENTS.

PosT-BAccALAUREATE AND GRADUATE PROGRAMS

SOME UNIVERSITIES IN WEST VIRGINIA OFFER POST-BACCALAUREATE OR GRADUATE-LEVEL CERTIFICATION PROGRAMS TAILORED
FOR ALTERNATIVE CANDIDATES SEEKING LICENSURE.

BENEFITS OF ALTERNATIVE CERTIFICATION

® ACCELERATED PATHWAY TO LICENSURE
e OPPORTUNITIES FOR CAREER CHANGERS

e FOCUSED TRAINING IN HIGH-NEED AREAS



® SUPPORT THROUGH MENTORSHIP AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT ARE THE BASIC REQUIREMENTS FOR TEACHER CERTIFICATION IN WEST VIRGINIA?

TO OBTAIN TEACHER CERTIFICATION IN WEST VIRGINIA, CANDIDATES MUST HAVE A BACHELOR'S DEGREE FROM AN ACCREDITED
INSTITUTION, COMPLETE AN APPROVED TEACHER PREPARATION PROGRAM, PASS REQUIRED EXAMS SUCH AS THE PRAXIS SERIES,
AND APPLY THROUGH THE WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION.

How CAN OUT-OF-STATE TEACHERS GET CERTIFIED IN WEST VIRGINIA?

OUT-OF-STATE TEACHERS CAN APPLY FOR CERTIFICATION IN WEST VIRGINIA THROUGH RECIPROCITY BY SUBMITTING AN
APPLICATION, PROVIDING PROOF OF VALID CERTIFICATION IN ANOTHER STATE, MEETING WEST VIRGINIA’S TESTING
REQUIREMENTS IF NECESSARY, AND COMPLETING A BACKGROUND CHECK.

\WHAT TYPES OF TEACHING CERTIFICATES ARE AVAILABLE IN WEST VIRGINIA?

WEST VIRGINIA OFFERS SEVERAL TYPES OF TEACHING CERTIFICATES INCLUDING THE PROVISIONAL CERTIFICATE, PROFESSIONAL
CERTIFICATE, TEACHING PERMIT, AND SPECIALTY CERTIFICATES FOR AREAS SUCH AS SPECIAL EDUCATION OR ADMINISTRATION.

ARE THERE ANY TESTING REQUIREMENTS FOR TEACHER CERTIFICATION IN WEST
VIRGINIA?

YESI CANDIDATES MUST PASS THE PRAXIS CORE ACADEMIC SKILLS FOR EDUCATORS TESTS (OR AN APPROVED ALTERNATIVE)
AND PRAXIS SUBJECT ASSESSMENTS RELEVANT TO THEIR TEACHING FIELD TO QUALIFY FOR CERTIFICATION IN WEST VIRGINIA.

How LONG IS A PROFESSIONAL TEACHING CERTIFICATE VALID IN WEST VIRGINIA?

A PROFESSIONAL TEACHING CERTIFICATE IN WEST VIRGINIA IS TYPICALLY VALID FOR FIVE YEARS, AFTER WHICH EDUCATORS
MUST RENEW IT BY COMPLETING CONTINUING EDUCATION AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT REQUIREMENTS.

CAN TEACHERS IN WEST VIRGINIA EARN CERTIFICATION FOR ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION
PATHWAYS?

YESI WEST VIRGINIA OFFERS ALTERNATIVE CERTIFICATION PROGRAMS FOR CANDIDATES WHO HAVE A BACHELOR’S DEGREE BUT
DID NOT COMPLETE A TRADITIONAL TEACHER PREPARATION PROGRAM, ALLOWING THEM TO EARN CERTIFICATION WHILE TEACHING
UNDER SUPERVISION.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. WEST VirGiNiA TEACHER CERTIFICATION HANDBOOK

THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE COVERS ALL THE ESSENTIAL REQUIREMENTS AND PROCEDURES FOR OBTAINING TEACHING
CERTIFICATION IN WEST VIRGINIA. |T INCLUDES DETAILED INFORMATION ON STATE EXAMS, APPLICATION PROCESSES, AND
RENEW AL GUIDELINES. PERFECT FOR BOTH ASPIRING TEACHERS AND CURRENT EDUCATORS SEEKING TO UNDERSTAND STATE-
SPECIFIC REGULATIONS.

2. PrAXIS PREPARATION FOR WEST VIRGINIA TEACHERS
FOCUSED SPECIFICALLY ON THE PRAXIS EXAMS REQUIRED FOR WEST VIRGINIA TEACHER CERTIFICATION, THIS BOOK OFFERS



PRACTICE QUESTIONS, TEST-TAKING STRATEGIES, AND CONTENT REVIEWS. |T HELPS CANDIDATES BUILD CONFIDENCE AND
IMPROVE THEIR SCORES ON THE CRUCIAL CERTIFICATION TESTS. THE BOOK ALSO FEATURES TIPS TAILORED TO WEST VIRGINIA’S
EDUCATIONAL STANDARDS.

3. WEsT VirGINIA EDUCATOR LICENSING AND STANDARDS

THIS TEXT PROVIDES AN IN-DEPTH LOOK AT THE LICENSING STANDARDS AND ETHICAL GUIDELINES MANDATED BY THE WEST
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION. |T DISCUSSES THE QUALIFICATIONS FOR INITIAL AND ADVANCED CERTIFICATIONS AND
EXPLAINS THE CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS. TEACHERS WILL FIND USEFUL ADVICE ON MAINTAINING COMPLIANCE
THROUGHOUT THEIR CAREERS.

4. CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES FOR WEST VIRGINIA TEACHERS

W/HILE NOT EXCLUSIVELY ABOUT CERTIFICATION, THIS BOOK SUPPORTS NEW TEACHERS PREPARING FOR THE CLASSROOM
ENVIRONMENT IN WEST VIRGINIA SCHOOLS. |T EMPHASIZES PRACTICAL CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT TECHNIQUES ALIGNED WITH
STATE POLICIES AND CULTURAL EXPECTATIONS. IDEAL FOR CERTIFICATION CANDIDATES WHO WANT TO EXCEL IN THEIR
TEACHING PRACTICUM.

5. WesT VirGiniaA SPeciAL EpucATION CERTIFICATION GUIDE

THIS GUIDE TARGETS EDUCATORS SEEKING CERTIFICATION IN SPECIAL EDUCATION WITHIN WEST VIRGINIA. IT OUTLINES THE
SPECIALIZED TESTING, COURSEWORK, AND FIELD EXPERIENCE NECESSARY TO QUALIFY. ADDITIONALLY, IT HIGHLIGHTS STATE-
SPECIFIC LAWS AND RESOURCES FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION PROFESSIONALS.

6. WesT VirGiNiA TEACHER CERTIFICATION FAQS

A QUESTION-AND-ANSWER FORMAT BOOK THAT ADDRESSES COMMON CONCERNS AND SCENARIOS RELATED TO BECOMING A
CERTIFIED TEACHER IN WEST VIRGINIA. IT COVERS EVERYTHING FROM EXAM REGISTRATION TO RECIPROCITY WITH OTHER
STATES. THE STRAIGHTFORWARD EXPLANATIONS MAKE IT AN EXCELLENT QUICK-REFERENCE RESOURCE.

7. MASTERING THE WEST VIRGINIA PROFESSIONAL TEACHING STANDARDS

THIS BOOK DELVES INTO THE PROFESSIONAL TEACHING STANDARDS THAT WEST VIRGINIA EDUCATORS MUST MEET FOR
CERTIFICATION AND ONGOING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT. |T PROVIDES PRACTICAL EXAMPLES AND REFLECTIVE EXERCISES TO
HELP TEACHERS ALIGN THEIR PRACTICES WITH STATE EXPECTATIONS. USEFUL FOR BOTH PRE-SERVICE TEACHERS AND PRACTICING
EDUCATORS.

8. ALTERNATIVE RoUTES TO TEACHER CERTIFICATION IN WEST VIRGINIA

DESIGNED FOR CAREER CHANGERS AND NON-TRADITIONAL CANDIDATES, THIS BOOK EXPLORES ALTERNATIVE PATHWAYS TO
BECOMING A CERTIFIED TEACHER IN WEST VIRGINIA. |T DISCUSSES PROGRAMS SUCH AS TROOPS TO TEACHERS AND EMERGENCY
CERTIFICATION OPTIONS. READERS GAIN INSIGHTS INTO ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA AND APPLICATION TIPS.

9. PREPARING FOR THE WEST VIRGINIA TEACHER INTERVIEW

THIS RESOURCE PREPARES CANDIDATES FOR THE INTERVIEW PROCESS INVOLVED IN SECURING TEACHING POSITIONS IN WEST
VIRGINIA SCHOOLS. |T OFFERS SAMPLE QUESTIONS, RECOMMENDED ANSWERS, AND ADVICE ON SHOWCASING CERTIFICATION
CREDENTIALS. THE BOOK IS AN EXCELLENT COMPANION TO CERTIFICATION STUDY MATERIALS, HELPING CANDIDATES TRANSITION
FROM CERTIFICATION TO EMPLOYMENT.
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with the difficulty of filling some teaching positions with persons certified in traditional ways, have
fueled a movement to create alternative routes to teacher certification in the vast majority of states.
This monograph seeks to inform the ongoing policy debate over when and for what purposes
alternative certification of teachers should be employed and to develop lessons that might lead to
increasing the effectiveness of both alternative certification and traditional programs of teacher
preparation. Following an introduction, the publication consists of six articles: (1) The Theory and
Practice of Alternative Certification: Implications for the Improvement of Teaching (Willis D.
Hawley); (2) Alternative Certification in Connecticut: Reshaping the Profession (Traci Bliss); (3)
Alternative Certification: State Policies in the SREB (Southern Regional Education Board) States
(Lynn M. Cornett); (4) Los Angeles Unified School District Intern Program: Recruiting and Preparing
Teachers for an Urban Context (Trish Stoddart); (5) Teaching and Knowledge: Policy Issues Posed by
Alternate Certification for Teachers (Linda Darling-Hammond); and (6) The Place of Alternative
Certification in the Education of Teachers (Gary D. Fenstermacher). Selected references for each
chapter are included. (LL)
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knowledge available in one straightforward volume.

teacher certification in west virginia: The Development of Teacher Certification in West
Virginia Ned Enoch Lockhart, 1937
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1993-01-01 An essential resource for scholars, students, and all lovers of the Mountaineer State.
From bloody skirmishes with Indians on the early frontier to the Logan County mine war, the story
of West Virginia is punctuated with episodes as colorful and rugged as the mountains that dominate
its landscape. In this first modern comprehensive history, Otis Rice and Stephen Brown balance
these episodes of mountaineer individualism against the complexities of industrial development and
the growth of social institutions, analyzing the events and personalities that have shaped the state.
To create this history, the authors weave together many strands from the past and present. Included
among these are geological and geographical features; the prehistoric inhabitants; exploration and
settlement; relations with the Indians; the land systems and patterns of ownership; the Civil War and
the formation of the state from the western counties of Virginia; the legacy of Reconstruction;
politics and government; industrial development; labor problems and advances; and cultural aspects
such as folkways, education, religion, and national and ethnic influences. For this second edition, the
authors have added a new chapter, bringing the original material up to date and carrying the West
Virginia story through the presidential election of 1992. Otis K. Rice is professor emeritus of history
and Stephen W. Brown is professor of history at West Virginia Institute of Technology.
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