
swannanoa valley museum & history center

swannanoa valley museum & history center serves as a vital institution dedicated to preserving and
showcasing the rich cultural heritage and historical narratives of the Swannanoa Valley region in North
Carolina. This museum and history center offers visitors a comprehensive experience through carefully
curated exhibits, educational programs, and community events that highlight the valley’s unique past, from
indigenous settlements to modern developments. As a repository of artifacts, photographs, and documents,
the Swannanoa Valley Museum & History Center plays a crucial role in educating the public and fostering
an appreciation for local history. This article explores the museum's origins, its extensive collections, the
educational initiatives it supports, and the ways it engages with the community. Additionally, insights into
visiting information and future plans will provide a complete understanding of this cultural landmark.
Below is a detailed table of contents outlining the main sections covered in this article.
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History and Establishment of the Swannanoa Valley Museum &
History Center

The Swannanoa Valley Museum & History Center was founded with the primary objective of preserving
the diverse historical legacy of the Swannanoa Valley. Established through the efforts of local historians and
community advocates, the museum reflects a collective commitment to safeguarding the region’s past. The
valley has a rich history that includes Native American habitation, early European settlement, and
significant developments during the industrial and modern eras. The museum’s inception was motivated
by the desire to create a centralized location where artifacts and stories could be preserved and shared with
future generations.



Origins and Founding Principles

The origins of the Swannanoa Valley Museum & History Center trace back to community meetings and
historical societies formed in the late 20th century. These groups recognized the need for a dedicated
institution to protect historical materials that were at risk of being lost. The museum was formally
established with a mission to collect, preserve, interpret, and exhibit items of historical significance to the
Swannanoa Valley. It operates under principles of inclusivity, accuracy, and education, ensuring that the
history represented is comprehensive and accessible.

Role in Preserving Local Heritage

Since its establishment, the museum has played an essential role in preserving local heritage by acquiring
artifacts, documents, and oral histories that reflect the valley’s diverse cultural and socioeconomic
background. It serves as a custodian of memories and traditions that might otherwise fade, including
agricultural history, railroad development, and the stories of families who shaped the region. The
Swannanoa Valley Museum & History Center also collaborates with other historical organizations and
participates in regional preservation efforts.

Collections and Exhibits

The collections and exhibits of the Swannanoa Valley Museum & History Center provide a window into
the past, offering tangible connections to the region’s history. The museum’s diverse holdings include
artifacts from Native American cultures, pioneer-era tools, photographs, textiles, and documents that
chronicle the valley’s evolution. The exhibits are thoughtfully designed to engage visitors of all ages and
backgrounds, employing interpretive signage, multimedia presentations, and interactive elements.

Permanent Exhibits

Permanent exhibits at the museum cover key themes and periods relevant to the Swannanoa Valley’s
history. These include:

Indigenous Peoples of the Region: Artifacts and displays that explore the lives, culture, and traditions
of Native American tribes native to the area.

Early Settlements and Agriculture: Exhibits highlighting the pioneering families, farming practices,



and rural life that shaped the valley’s development.

Industrial Growth and Transportation: Displays featuring the impact of the railroad, mining, and
other industries on the local economy and community.

20th Century and Modern Era: Artifacts and narratives illustrating social changes, technological
advances, and cultural shifts through recent decades.

Temporary and Traveling Exhibits

In addition to permanent displays, the Swannanoa Valley Museum & History Center hosts temporary and
traveling exhibits that provide fresh perspectives and highlight specialized topics. These exhibits often
focus on unique aspects of regional history or broader historical themes connected to the valley. They
contribute to the dynamic nature of the museum and encourage repeat visits.

Educational Programs and Community Engagement

Education and community involvement are central to the mission of the Swannanoa Valley Museum &
History Center. The institution offers a variety of programs designed to promote historical literacy and
foster a deeper understanding of the valley’s cultural heritage. These programs cater to diverse audiences,
including students, educators, researchers, and the general public.

School and Youth Programs

The museum collaborates with local schools to provide curriculum-aligned field trips, workshops, and
interactive learning experiences. These programs enable students to engage directly with artifacts and
history, enhancing classroom learning. Topics often include local history, archaeology, and the natural
environment, encouraging critical thinking and appreciation for historical preservation.

Community Events and Lectures

Regular community events, such as heritage days, lectures by historians, and hands-on workshops, help to
connect residents with their shared history. These events promote dialogue, celebrate traditions, and
provide opportunities for community members to contribute their own stories and knowledge to the



museum’s archives.

Research and Volunteer Opportunities

The Swannanoa Valley Museum & History Center supports historical research through access to its
collections and archives. Volunteers play a vital role in cataloging artifacts, leading tours, and assisting with
educational programs, strengthening the museum’s capacity to serve the community.

Visiting Information and Facilities

Visitors to the Swannanoa Valley Museum & History Center can expect a well-maintained and accessible
facility that enhances the museum experience. The center is designed to accommodate a variety of visitor
needs, including families, researchers, and tourists interested in exploring local history.

Location and Hours

The museum is conveniently located within the Swannanoa Valley, providing easy access for both
residents and visitors. Operating hours are scheduled to maximize availability, with options for guided tours
and group visits by appointment. Seasonal variations in hours may apply, and special events can influence
accessibility.

Facilities and Accessibility

Facilities at the museum include exhibit galleries, a research library, and multipurpose rooms for
educational activities. The building is equipped to accommodate visitors with disabilities, featuring ramps,
accessible restrooms, and assistive listening devices during presentations. Parking and nearby amenities
ensure a comfortable visit.

Admission and Membership

Admission fees are structured to encourage community participation, with discounts available for seniors,
students, and groups. Membership programs offer benefits such as free admission, invitations to exclusive
events, and newsletters that keep members informed about museum activities and developments.



Future Developments and Preservation Efforts

The Swannanoa Valley Museum & History Center continues to evolve, with strategic plans aimed at
expanding its collections, enhancing exhibits, and increasing community outreach. Preservation of historical
artifacts and sites remains a priority, supported by fundraising, grants, and partnerships with preservation
organizations.

Exhibit Expansion and Technological Integration

Future plans include the development of new exhibits that incorporate advanced technology such as
virtual reality and interactive displays. These enhancements aim to create immersive educational
experiences that appeal to a broad audience and bring history to life in innovative ways.

Community Collaboration and Support

The museum actively seeks collaboration with local schools, cultural groups, and governmental agencies to
promote preservation and education efforts. Community support through volunteering, donations, and
advocacy is essential to sustaining the museum’s mission and expanding its impact.

Preservation of Historical Sites

Beyond its walls, the Swannanoa Valley Museum & History Center is involved in initiatives to protect and
restore historical landmarks within the valley. These efforts ensure that significant buildings, landscapes,
and archaeological sites are preserved for future generations to study and enjoy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What exhibits can I find at the Swannanoa Valley Museum & History
Center?
The Swannanoa Valley Museum & History Center features exhibits on local history, including Appalachian
culture, early settler artifacts, and the development of the Swannanoa Valley region.



Where is the Swannanoa Valley Museum & History Center located?
The Swannanoa Valley Museum & History Center is located in Black Mountain, North Carolina.

What are the museum's hours of operation?
The Swannanoa Valley Museum & History Center is typically open from Wednesday to Saturday, 10 AM
to 4 PM, but it is recommended to check their official website or contact them for the most current hours.

Does the Swannanoa Valley Museum offer educational programs or
events?
Yes, the museum offers educational programs, workshops, and special events focused on local history and
culture for all ages throughout the year.

Is there an admission fee to visit the Swannanoa Valley Museum &
History Center?
Admission to the Swannanoa Valley Museum & History Center is usually free or by donation, making it
accessible to all visitors interested in learning about the region's history.

Additional Resources
1. Swannanoa Valley: A Tapestry of Time
This book delves into the rich history of the Swannanoa Valley, exploring its transformation from early
Native American settlements to a thriving Appalachian community. Through a collection of photographs,
personal stories, and historical documents, readers gain insight into the cultural and economic development
of the region. It serves as an essential companion for visitors to the Swannanoa Valley Museum & History
Center.

2. Hidden Treasures of Swannanoa Valley
Discover the lesser-known landmarks and stories of Swannanoa Valley in this captivating guide. The book
highlights unique artifacts housed in the museum and sheds light on local legends and folklore. It offers a
fresh perspective on the valley’s heritage, making it a perfect read for history enthusiasts and locals alike.

3. Voices of Swannanoa: Oral Histories from the Valley
This compilation features firsthand accounts from longtime residents of Swannanoa Valley, capturing the
voices and experiences that shaped the community. The oral histories provide a personal connection to the
past, enriching the understanding of the region’s social and cultural fabric. The book complements the
exhibits found in the Swannanoa Valley Museum & History Center.



4. Railroads and Rivers: The Lifelines of Swannanoa Valley
Explore the crucial role that railroads and waterways played in the development of Swannanoa Valley.
This book examines how transportation infrastructure influenced trade, migration, and industry in the area.
Detailed maps and archival photographs illustrate the valley’s evolution as a transportation hub.

5. Swannanoa Valley’s Appalachian Heritage
Focusing on the Appalachian roots of the region, this book celebrates the traditions, music, and crafts that
define Swannanoa Valley’s cultural identity. It discusses the impact of Appalachian settlers and preserves
the stories of their contributions. Readers will appreciate the vibrant portrayal of the valley’s heritage
through engaging narratives and vivid imagery.

6. From Homesteads to History: Swannanoa Valley’s Early Settlers
This volume traces the lives of the valley’s first European settlers and their descendants, highlighting their
challenges and achievements. It draws from land records, diaries, and local archives to paint a detailed
picture of pioneer life. The book is an invaluable resource for genealogists and history buffs interested in
Swannanoa Valley.

7. Swannanoa Valley During the Civil War
A focused study on the impact of the Civil War on the Swannanoa Valley, this book uncovers military
actions, civilian experiences, and the valley’s strategic significance. It incorporates letters, military records,
and museum artifacts to bring this turbulent period to life. The narrative offers a nuanced view of how the
war shaped the community’s future.

8. Crafting the Valley: Arts and Artisans of Swannanoa
Highlighting the artistic legacy of Swannanoa Valley, this book profiles local artisans and traditional crafts
that have been preserved over generations. It explores pottery, woodworking, quilting, and other art forms
that reflect the valley’s spirit. Richly illustrated, it complements the museum’s focus on cultural
preservation.

9. Swannanoa Valley in Photographs: A Visual History
This pictorial history presents a stunning collection of images documenting the valley’s landscapes, people,
and historic moments. The photographs, many sourced from the Swannanoa Valley Museum & History
Center archives, offer a visual journey through time. Captions and essays provide context, making it an
engaging resource for all ages.
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  swannanoa valley museum history center: Murder at Asheville's Battery Park Hotel
Anne Chesky Smith, 2021-07-26 Did the phrase That's what I was wondering... solve a murder? In
the morning hours of July 16, 1936, Helen Clevenger's uncle discovered her bloodied body crumpled
on the floor of her small room in Asheville's grand Battery Park Hotel. She had been shot through
the chest. Buncombe County Sheriff Laurence Brown, up for reelection, desperately searched for the
teenager's killer as the public clamored for answers. Though witnesses reported seeing a white man
leave the scene, Brown's focus turned instead to the hotel's Black employees and on August 9 he
arrested bell hop Martin Moore. After a frenzied four-day trial that captured the nation's attention,
Moore was convicted of Helen's murder on August 22. Though Moore confessed to Sherriff Brown,
doubt of his guilt lingers and many Southerners feared that justice had not, in fact, been served.
Author Anne Chesky Smith weaves together varying accounts of the murder and investigation to
expose a complex and disturbing chapter in Asheville's history.
  swannanoa valley museum history center: Black Mountain and the Swannanoa Valley
Swannanoa Valley Museum, 2004-05-24 North Carolina's magnificent Blue Ridge Mountains have
drawn people to the Swannanoa Valley since the beginning of time. Rivers and forests lured early
hunters and gatherers; later inhabitants tilled the rich, fertile soil and logged the thick forests on the
mountainsides. People also came to the mountains to enjoy the mystical beauty and enchantment of
the area, the cool, crisp climate, and the sparkling waters of brooks and streams. Hiking, camping,
and the tranquility of a woodland world provided escape from city life. The Swannanoa Valley is
cradled between the Craggy Mountains to the north and the Swannanoa Mountains to the south.
Mount Mitchell, the highest peak in America east of the Mississippi River, rises majestically nearby.
Among the early visitors who decided to settle in the valley were those who purchased the land that
later became the sites of the famous conference centers in the area-Montreat, YMCA Blue Ridge
Assembly, and Ridgecrest-and businessmen, who brought industry to the area.
  swannanoa valley museum history center: Black Mountain Anne Chesky Smith, 2018
Perched at the crest of the Blue Ridge Mountains, Black Mountain thrives on tourism. Even before
the town incorporated in 1893, visitors flocked to the area to seek respite from heat, insects, and
illness--and many of those visitors stayed. Cool climes and dramatic mountain scenery continue to
draw travelers and new residents alike, and Black Mountain's historic center caters to both.
  swannanoa valley museum history center: African American Herbalism Lucretia VanDyke,
2022-10-04 This first-of-its-kind herbal guide takes you through the origins of herbal practices
rooted in African American tradition - from Ancient Egypt and the African tropics to the Caribbean
and the USA. Inside you'll find the stories of healers like Emma Dupree and Henrietta Jeffries, who
made modern American herbalism what it is today. After rediscovering the forgotten legacies of
these healers, African American Herbalism dives into the important contributions they made to the
world of herbalism. You'll also find a comprehensive guide to the most commonly used herbs,
alongside gorgeous botanical illustrations.
  swannanoa valley museum history center: Museum Branding Margot Wallace, 2024-08-06
Museums have unequaled brands in the world of learning and culture. They have earned the
recognition and loyalty of their many audiences. The challenge is sustaining image, loyalty and
support as audiences shift, grow, and change. Museum Branding: Reimagining the Museum is a
forward-looking survey of museums as they navigate the present, and plan for the future, holding
steady to their heritage. It looks at brands that have refreshed their identity, reframed their
missions, and reconfirmed their right to audience loyalty and support. Museums of all sizes, genres,
and geography – over forty of them – exemplify audience-centered branding practices outlined in
nineteen chapters that include Collection and Exhibitions, Archives, Fundraising and Development,
Partnerships, Talks and Speakers, and Videos. The chapter on Data adds a new perspective to
branding literature. The chapter on Discussion Groups builds on the branding sustained and
advanced by successful virtual programs. The Chapter on Research and Development gives essential
priority developing relationships with prospective members, donors and supporters. The chapter on



Publications shows the smart extension of branding into many platforms. An extensive index
recognizes the value of this tool for searching specific concepts and museums.
  swannanoa valley museum history center: Swannanoa Valley Mary McPhail Standaert and
Joseph Standaert, 2014 The Swannanoa Valley lies to the east of Asheville, North Carolina, and is
surrounded by some of the highest mountains in the eastern United States. The eastern boundary of
the valley follows the crest of the Blue Ridge Mountains, and travelers entering through the
Swannanoa Gap emerge into the beautiful Land of the Sky. In the 1900s, multiple large religious
assemblies were founded here. Montreat, Ridgecrest, the YMCA Blue Ridge Assembly, and
Christmount have preserved thousands of acres of forested mountain slopes for more than a century.
The valley is drained by the Swannanoa River, which meanders 18 miles westward, finally merging
with the French Broad River near Biltmore. Swannanoa Valley showcases the rich recreational and
cultural history of this scenic mountain area.
  swannanoa valley museum history center: Swannanoa Valley Mary McPhail Standaert,
Joseph Standaert, 2014-07-21 The Swannanoa Valley lies to the east of Asheville, North Carolina,
and is surrounded by some of the highest mountains in the eastern United States. The eastern
boundary of the valley follows the crest of the Blue Ridge Mountains, and travelers entering through
the Swannanoa Gap emerge into the beautiful Land of the Sky. In the 1900s, multiple large religious
assemblies were founded here. Montreat, Ridgecrest, the YMCA Blue Ridge Assembly, and
Christmount have preserved thousands of acres of forested mountain slopes for more than a century.
The valley is drained by the Swannanoa River, which meanders 18 miles westward, finally merging
with the French Broad River near Biltmore. Swannanoa Valley showcases the rich recreational and
cultural history of this scenic mountain area.
  swannanoa valley museum history center: Department of the Interior and Related Agencies
Appropriations for 2003 United States. Congress. House. Committee on Appropriations.
Subcommittee on Department of the Interior and Related Agencies, 2002
  swannanoa valley museum history center: True Crime Stories of Western North Carolina
Cathy Pickens, 2022-09 Explore the international headlines and the little-known crimes, the solved
and the wrongly solved, in these tales of the North Carolina mountains. Western North Carolina is
known for mountain vistas and wild, rocky rivers, but remote wilderness and quaint small towns can
have a dark side. Learn the truth behind the famous murder ballad Tom Dooley. Delve into the
criminal history of moonshine, and the tales of two unexpected bombers in idyllic Mayberry. Crime
writer Cathy Pickens brings a novelist's eye to Western North Carolina's crime stories that define
the sinister--and quirky--side of the mountains.
  swannanoa valley museum history center: Ecological Feelings Joshua Trey Barnett,
2025-03-01 These days, earthly coexistence often feels bad. As environmental crises amass, they
cast a shadow over an imagined future and the promises of better—or at least predictable—days to
come. In times of climate chaos, mass extinction, and rampant environmental injustice, it is easy to
despair. But, here and there, a glimmer of joy or optimism shines forth and reminds us that it is
possible—even necessary—to love and to hope amid the ruins. The contributors to this volume
grapple with a plurality of interrelated ecological feelings: care, concern, contempt, empathy, fear,
grief, hope, joy, numbness, optimism, possessiveness, regret, and saudades. Informed by a rhetorical
perspective, the essays collected here reveal what sets our ecological feelings into motion. Crucially,
they also uncover some of the rhetorical practices through which we might collectively feel our way
into a more harmonious earthly coexistence.
  swannanoa valley museum history center: North Carolina Day Trips by Theme Marla
Hardee Milling, 2019-08-13 Your All-in-One Guide to North Carolina’s Best Outings! If you’ve ever
asked, “What should we do today?” then you’ve never seen North Carolina Day Trips by Theme. This
comprehensive guide to the Tar Heel State is jam-packed with 170 of North Carolina’s top spots for
fun and entertainment. Take a simple day trip, or string together a longer vacation of activities that
catch your interest. Destinations in the book are organized by themes, such as Lighthouses,
Festivals, Outdoor Adventures, and Natural Wonders, so you can decide what to do and then figure



out where to do it. Useful for singles, couples, and families—visitors and residents alike—this guide
by North Carolina author Marla Hardee Milling encompasses a wide range of interests. Discover the
state’s unique attractions—state parks, museums, beaches, foodie delights, and more. The book’s
handy size makes it perfect for bringing along on your road trips. Plus, with tips for other things to
do in the area, you’re sure to maximize the fun on every outing. With North Carolina Day Trips by
Theme at your fingertips, you’ll always have something to do!
  swannanoa valley museum history center: Day Trips® from Charlotte James L. Hoffman,
2023-06-15 Rediscover the simple pleasures of a day trip with Day Trips from Charlotte. Packed with
full, trip-planning information for hundreds of exciting things for locals and vacationers to do, see,
and discover—all within a two-hour drive of the Charlotte metro area—Day Trips from Charlotte
helps make the most of a brief getaway.
  swannanoa valley museum history center: Black Mountain College Anne Chesky Smith and
Heather South, 2014 Located in the mountains of North Carolina, Black Mountain College was
founded in 1933 by John Andrew Rice, Theodore Dreier, and other former faculty members from
Rollins College. Their mission was to provide a liberal arts education that developed the student as a
whole. Students and faculty lived and worked together on campus. Grades were abolished, and the
arts were central to education. The college rented space for their first campus at Blue Ridge
Assembly. In 1941, the college moved to the Lake Eden property they had purchased across the
valley, allowing the school to grow. Many refugee artists found a home there, which provided an
open and safe environment to create. Among the famous faculty and students of the college were
Robert Rauschenberg, John Cage, Merce Cunningham, and Buckminster Fuller. Funding for the
college was always scarce, and in debt, the college was finally forced to close its doors in 1957.
Black Mountain College operated for only 24 years but left a lasting impact on the arts and
education on an international scale.
  swannanoa valley museum history center: Railroads in the African American Experience
Theodore Kornweibel, 2010-02-26 For over a century, railroading provided the most important
industrial occupation for blacks. Brakemen, firemen, porters, chefs, mechanics, laborers - African
American men and women have been essential to the daily operation and success of American
railroads. The connections between railroads and African Americans extend well beyond
employment. Civil rights protests beginning in the late 19th century challenged railroad segregation
and job discrimination; the major waves of black migration to the North depended almost entirely on
railroads; and railroad themes and imagery penetrated deep into black art, literature, drama,
folklore, and music.--Page 2 of cover.
  swannanoa valley museum history center: Department of the Interior and Related
Agencies Appropriations for 2003: Testimony of members of Congress ... written testimony
United States. Congress. House. Committee on Appropriations. Subcommittee on Department of the
Interior and Related Agencies, 2002
  swannanoa valley museum history center: 107-2 Hearings: Department of The Interior
and Related Agencies Appropriations For 2003, Part 5, April 18, 2002, * , 2002
  swannanoa valley museum history center: Moon North Carolina Jason Frye, 2019-06-04
From the Outer Banks to Asheville, discover the best of the Tar Heel State with Moon North
Carolina. Inside you'll find: Flexible itineraries, including scenic drives along the Blue Ridge
Parkway, a weekend in Great Smoky Mountains National Park, and getaways to Asheville,
Raleigh-Durham, and Charlotte Strategic advice designed for hikers, beach-goers, foodies,
wildlife-watchers, and more The top local experiences: Explore the gardens of the Biltmore Estate,
check out the art museum in Raleigh, or kick back with a craft beer at an outdoor concert in
Wilmington. Escape to the Outer Banks for a glimpse of wild horses, historic lighthouses, and remote
islands. Tap your foot to live bluegrass and dig in to famous North Carolina barbecue Outdoor
activities: Hike to waterfalls or challenge yourself to climb the highest peaks in Great Smoky
Mountains National Park. Kayak around Kitty Hawk, whitewater raft in the wild Nantahala River
Gorge, hang glide, or spend a day fly-fishing Expert tips from North Carolina local Jason Frye on



when to go, how to get around, and where to stay, from rugged campgrounds to historic inns and
beachside B&Bs Full-color photos and detailed maps throughout Thorough background on the
landscape, climate, wildlife, and local culture With Moon North Carolina's expert advice and local
insight, you can find your adventure. Focusing on the mountains? Check out Moon Asheville & the
Great Smoky Mountains. Can't get enough of the beach? Try Moon North Carolina Coast.
  swannanoa valley museum history center: Moon Asheville & the Great Smoky Mountains
Jason Frye, 2016-08-02 Moon Asheville & the Great Smoky Mountains offers focused travel
information and the unique perspectives of Travel Writer Jason Frye. In this easy-to-carry guide,
you'll find sightseeing highlights, handy maps, and shopping, restaurant, and hotel
recommendations. Packed with great ideas and advice from sampling the Best Craft Beer in America
to climbing to the top of Chimney Rock, Moon Spotlight Asheville & the Great Smoky Mountains is
all you'll need for a memorable getaway.
  swannanoa valley museum history center: Firefighting in Buncombe County Brian Lawrence,
2014-08-25 When Buncombe County was formed in 1792, firefighting efforts were left up to
individual landowners and helpful neighbors using buckets and a nearby well or body of water. Not
until 1882 was an organized, community-sponsored fire department established; this was the
Asheville Fire Department. Other fire departments followed, and no two were the same. Stations
appeared in the towns of Weaverville and Black Mountain, while others sprang up in the residential
communities of Kenilworth, Biltmore Forest, and George Vanderbilts Biltmore Village. In September
1953, county commissioners formally passed a resolution for county aid and supervision for rural
volunteer fire departments. Through photographs that illustrate firefighting in many of its
formsrescue squads, wildland firefighting units, ladies auxiliaries, and ambulance
servicesFirefighting in Buncombe County showcases and honors the firefighters of this mountainous
area who have always worked to keep their communities safe.
  swannanoa valley museum history center: Moving to the Mountains Lan Sluder,
2014-09-11 If you're thinking about where you want to move to live out your dreams, or if you're
considering retiring to an exciting new area, MOVING TO THE MOUNTAINS by award-winning
author Lan Sluder covers everything you want to know about Asheville and the North Carolina
mountains, consistently rated as one of the top places to live in the United States. Asheville native
Lan Sluder covers all the pros and cons of living in hip, liberal Asheville and in the low-cost small
towns and villages in the highest mountains in Eastern America. In nearly 600 pages and about
190,000 words, Lan gives you the straight facts about living in Asheville and the mountains, outdoor
adventures and sports in the Great Smokies and Blue Ridge Mountains, how to get the best values
for your real estate dollar, health care, crime and safety, culture, art and crafts and more in the
mountains. As the author of more than a dozen books on retirement and travel including Amazing
Asheville, Fodor's Belize, Frommer's Best Beach Vacations, Easy Belize and Living Abroad in Belize,
Lan understands what you want to know. He tells you the unvarnished truth. Here's a sampling of
what you'll learn in this comprehensive book on moving to Asheville and the beautiful mountains of
North Carolina: • Why Choose Asheville and the North Carolina Mountains for Retirement or
Relocation? • 10 Reasons to Consider Asheville and the NC Mountains • Amazing Asheville and
Western North Carolina • Getting To and Around Asheville • National Kudos for Asheville • Brief
History of Asheville and Western North Carolina • History of Asheville and WNC: A Timeline •
Mountain Climate and Weather • Bugs, Beasts and Bad Weather • Establishing Residency in North
Carolina • Taxes in North Carolina • Crime and Safety in Asheville and WNC • Economy of Asheville
and the Mountains • Organic and Natural Farming in WNC • Health Care in Asheville and WNC •
LGBT Asheville • The Arts in Asheville and WNC • Historic Architecture of Asheville and WNC • The
Best 100 Museums in the Area • Asheville Authors and the Literary Scene • Blue Ridge Parkway,
America's Most Scenic Road • Great Smoky Mountains National Park, the Most-Visited National
Park in America • Biltmore House, the Largest Private Home in America on 8,000 Acres in Asheville
• Asheville & WNC Outside ... Naturally: Hiking, Camping, Sightseeing, Birding, Boating, River
Rafting, Golf, Tennis, Ziplining, Caving, Rock Climbing, Gem Mining and More • Clubs and



Volunteer Organizations: How to Get Involved and Meet New Friends • Colleges, Universities and
Schools • Shopping in Asheville • Where Will You Live? Real Estate Information about Asheville
Including Home Values • Living in Other Parts of WNC: Small Towns, Villages and Rural Areas •
Asheville By the Numbers • Moving Checklist • Scouting Trips: Travel Practicalities • Best Lodging
in the Asheville Area • Best Restaurants in the Asheville Area • Beer City USA and BEE City USA •
Clubs and Nightlife • Wineries and Distilleries • Serious About Coffee? • Mmm...Chocolate
Asheville! • Festivals, Fairs and Concerts • Asheville and WNC Tours • Best Freebies in Asheville
and WNC • Resources to Learn More • About Author Lan Sluder
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Street (physical) PO Box 306 (mailing) Black Mountain, NC 28711 The Museum is located in the
former Black Mountain Fire House, designed and built
Swannanoa Valley Museum & History Center – Est. 1989 Traveling some of Black Mountain’s
most storied streets, visitors will learn about the humorous, haunting and harrowing history of the
Swannanoa Valley while being visited by some of its
About - Swannanoa Valley Museum & History Center The Swannanoa Valley Museum preserves
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