
susan stryker transgender history

susan stryker transgender history encompasses the life, work, and contributions of one of the
most influential figures in transgender studies and activism. As a historian, author, filmmaker, and
theorist, Susan Stryker has played a pivotal role in documenting and shaping the understanding of
transgender experiences within historical and cultural contexts. This article explores her
groundbreaking scholarship, her activism, and the ways in which her work has helped to elevate
transgender narratives in academia and beyond. From her early involvement in LGBTQ+ movements
to her influential writings and films, Susan Stryker's legacy is integral to the evolution of
transgender history as a recognized field of study. Readers will gain insight into her major works,
her impact on transgender rights, and the broader significance of transgender history in
contemporary society. The article is structured to provide a comprehensive overview of susan
stryker transgender history, including her biography, academic contributions, and cultural influence.
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Early Life and Education
Susan Stryker was born in the mid-20th century and grew up during a time when transgender
identities were rarely discussed openly. Her personal experiences as a transgender woman deeply
informed her later academic and activist work. Stryker pursued higher education with a focus on
history and gender studies, which laid the foundation for her pioneering role in transgender history.
She earned advanced degrees that equipped her with the theoretical frameworks to analyze gender
and sexuality from historical perspectives. Her educational background reflects a commitment to
interdisciplinary scholarship, combining history, feminist theory, and queer studies to explore
transgender lives.

Academic Contributions to Transgender Studies
Susan Stryker is widely recognized as a foundational scholar in transgender studies, a field that
examines the social, cultural, and historical dimensions of transgender identities. Her academic
work challenges traditional binaries of gender and highlights the complexity of transgender
experiences. Stryker’s research has been instrumental in legitimizing transgender history as an



essential area of scholarly inquiry. By integrating methodologies from history, anthropology, and
queer theory, she has expanded the scope of gender studies to include diverse transgender
narratives.

Development of Transgender Studies as a Discipline
Susan Stryker’s efforts were central to the establishment of transgender studies as a distinct
academic discipline. She helped organize conferences, edit journals, and develop curricula that
centered transgender voices and histories. Her advocacy for academic recognition of transgender
topics has opened doors for new generations of scholars and activists.

Intersectionality and Transgender History
In her scholarship, Stryker emphasizes the importance of intersectionality, acknowledging how race,
class, sexuality, and other identities intersect with gender. This approach enriches the
understanding of transgender history by situating it within broader social and political contexts.

Major Publications and Writings
Susan Stryker’s published works are considered seminal texts in transgender studies and history.
Her writings combine rigorous historical research with personal narrative and theoretical analysis,
making them influential in both academic and activist circles. Her publications have shaped how
transgender history is taught and understood worldwide.

Key Books and Essays
Among her most notable works are:

“Transgender History” – A comprehensive overview of transgender experiences and activism
in the United States, tracing historical developments from the mid-20th century to the present.

“Queer Theory: An Introduction” (contributions) – Essays that address the complexities of
gender and sexuality through a transgender lens.

“The Transgender Studies Reader” (co-edited volume) – A foundational anthology that collects
critical writings on transgender theory, history, and culture.

Influence on Academic and Popular Discourse
Stryker’s writings have influenced curricula in universities and informed public discussions about
gender diversity. Her work is frequently cited in scholarship related to LGBTQ+ history, gender
theory, and human rights.



Filmmaking and Media Influence
Beyond academia, Susan Stryker has used film and media to amplify transgender stories and
challenge mainstream representations. Her documentary work has contributed significantly to
public awareness and cultural understanding of transgender lives.

Notable Films
Stryker’s films focus on historical and contemporary transgender experiences, offering nuanced
portrayals that counter stereotypes and misinformation. Some of her prominent films include:

“Screaming Queens: The Riot at Compton’s Cafeteria” – A documentary about one of the first
recorded transgender riots in U.S. history, highlighting early transgender activism in San
Francisco.

“Christine in the Cutting Room” – A personal exploration of transgender representation in
cinema and media.

Impact on Transgender Representation
Through her filmmaking, Stryker has helped to foster greater visibility and empathy for transgender
individuals. Her work encourages audiences to understand transgender history as an ongoing,
dynamic narrative.

Activism and Advocacy
Susan Stryker’s contributions extend beyond scholarship and media to active involvement in
transgender rights movements. She has been both a participant and leader in efforts to secure legal
protections, social acceptance, and healthcare access for transgender people.

Roles in LGBTQ+ Organizations
Stryker has held leadership roles in various organizations that focus on transgender advocacy and
LGBTQ+ rights. Her activism is informed by her historical knowledge and commitment to
intersectional justice.

Educational Outreach and Public Speaking
She frequently engages in public speaking, workshops, and educational initiatives aimed at
increasing awareness about transgender history and issues. These efforts contribute to broader
societal understanding and policy change.



Legacy and Impact on Transgender History
Susan Stryker’s enduring legacy lies in her profound influence on how transgender history is
researched, taught, and perceived. Her interdisciplinary scholarship, combined with activism and
media work, has paved the way for more inclusive and accurate representations of transgender lives.

Influence on Future Scholarship
Her work continues to inspire scholars, students, and activists worldwide. By establishing
transgender history as a vital academic field, Stryker has ensured that transgender voices are
preserved and celebrated within historical narratives.

Contribution to Social Change
Stryker’s efforts have contributed to significant social and legal advancements for transgender
communities. Her emphasis on visibility, education, and advocacy remains central to ongoing
struggles for equality and human rights.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Susan Stryker in the context of transgender history?
Susan Stryker is a prominent transgender historian, author, and filmmaker known for her significant
contributions to transgender studies and activism. She has played a key role in documenting and
analyzing transgender history and culture.

What are some of Susan Stryker's most influential works on
transgender history?
Susan Stryker is best known for her book 'Transgender History,' which provides a comprehensive
overview of transgender movements in the United States from the mid-20th century to the present.
She has also contributed to numerous articles, essays, and documentaries on transgender topics.

How has Susan Stryker contributed to transgender activism?
Susan Stryker has been actively involved in transgender activism through her academic work, public
speaking, and filmmaking. She co-founded the Transgender Studies Initiative at the University of
Arizona and has worked to increase visibility and understanding of transgender issues.

What is the significance of Susan Stryker's film work in
transgender history?
Susan Stryker co-directed the documentary 'Screaming Queens: The Riot at Compton's Cafeteria,'
which recounts one of the first recorded transgender riots in U.S. history. This film has been



influential in educating the public about early transgender resistance and activism.

How does Susan Stryker define transgender in her historical
analysis?
In her work, Susan Stryker defines transgender as a broad term encompassing a wide range of
gender identities and expressions that differ from traditional binary notions of gender. She
emphasizes the diversity and complexity of transgender experiences throughout history.

What role did Susan Stryker play in the development of
transgender studies as an academic field?
Susan Stryker is considered a founding figure in transgender studies. She helped establish the field
through her scholarly publications, teaching, and organizing academic conferences, thereby
legitimizing transgender issues as a serious subject of study.

Where can one access Susan Stryker's work on transgender
history?
Susan Stryker's work can be accessed through her published books such as 'Transgender History,'
academic journals, documentaries like 'Screaming Queens,' and university courses. Many of her
essays and interviews are also available online through various educational and activist platforms.

Additional Resources
1. Transgender History by Susan Stryker
This seminal work by Susan Stryker offers a comprehensive overview of transgender history in the
United States from the mid-twentieth century to the present. It covers key events, movements, and
figures that have shaped transgender identity and activism. The book is accessible to a broad
audience and serves as an essential introduction to transgender studies.

2. Transgender Studies Reader edited by Susan Stryker and Stephen Whittle
This anthology compiles influential essays and writings from leading scholars in the field of
transgender studies. It explores themes such as gender theory, history, culture, and politics from
diverse disciplinary perspectives. The collection is foundational for anyone interested in the
academic study of transgender experiences.

3. Queer Pulp: Perverted Passions from the Golden Age of the Paperback by Susan Stryker and Jim
Van Buskirk
This book examines the pulp fiction genre's role in shaping and reflecting queer identities and
desires, including transgender narratives. It highlights how marginalized voices found expression
through popular culture during the mid-20th century. The work combines literary analysis with
cultural history, enriching the understanding of queer and transgender representation.

4. Transgender History in the United States: A Brief Overview by Susan Stryker
This concise guide distills key moments and figures in U.S. transgender history, making it ideal for
readers seeking a quick yet informative introduction. It emphasizes the social and political struggles



transgender people have faced and the progress made over recent decades. The book also considers
the impact of law, medicine, and activism on transgender lives.

5. Gay by the Bay: A History of Queer Culture in the San Francisco Bay Area by Susan Stryker
In this detailed history, Stryker explores the rich and vibrant queer culture of the San Francisco Bay
Area, with a particular focus on transgender communities. The book documents how the region
became a hub for LGBTQ+ activism and expression from the 20th century onward. It offers both
historical context and personal narratives that highlight the diversity and resilience of queer people.

6. Transgender Feminism: An Introduction by Susan Stryker
This book addresses the intersections of transgender identities and feminist theory, challenging
traditional feminist frameworks that have often excluded trans experiences. Stryker argues for a
more inclusive feminist politics that recognizes the complexity of gender and embodiment. The work
serves as an important resource for understanding the evolving relationship between transgender
activism and feminism.

7. Making Transgender: The Politics and Poetics of Identity by Susan Stryker
Here, Stryker explores the cultural and political dimensions of transgender identity formation. The
book investigates how transgender narratives disrupt conventional understandings of gender and
challenge societal norms. It blends personal reflection with critical theory, contributing to broader
discussions on identity and representation.

8. Transgender People and the Law: A Critical Analysis by Susan Stryker
This text provides an in-depth examination of legal issues affecting transgender individuals,
including discrimination, healthcare access, and civil rights. Stryker highlights landmark cases and
ongoing challenges within the legal system. The book is essential for understanding the intersection
of law and transgender lives.

9. Bodies in Alliance and the Politics of the Street: Queer Feminist Perspectives edited by Susan
Stryker and Aren Z. Aizura
This edited volume brings together essays that explore the politics of public space, protest, and
embodiment from queer and transgender feminist viewpoints. It emphasizes the importance of
collective action and visibility in advancing transgender rights and social justice. The book offers
critical insights into the ways bodies and identities are negotiated in public spheres.
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  susan stryker transgender history: Transgender History Susan Stryker, 2008-05-06 A
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2017-11-07 A timely second edition of the classic text on transgender history, with a new
introduction and updated material throughout Covering American transgender history from the
mid-twentieth century to today, Transgender History takes a chronological approach to the subject
of transgender history, with each chapter covering major movements, writings, and events. Chapters
cover the transsexual and transvestite communities in the years following World War II; trans
radicalism and social change, which spanned from 1966 with the publication of The Transsexual
Phenomenon, and lasted through the early 1970s; the mid-'70s to 1990, the era of identity politics
and the changes witnessed in trans circles through these years; and the gender issues witnessed
through the '90s and '00s. Transgender History includes informative sidebars highlighting quotes
from major texts and speeches in transgender history and brief biographies of key players, plus
excerpts from transgender memoirs and discussion of treatments of transgenderism in popular
culture.
  susan stryker transgender history: Transgender History, Third Edition Susan Stryker,
2026-02-03 The groundbreaking guide to trans history in America, revised and updated for a new
political era Transgender History is the modern classic on transgender life in America since the
nineteenth century, encompassing the major movements, writings, and events that shape today’s
gender revolution. Susan Stryker’s sweeping, intersectional account charts more than a century of
history, showing how rising acceptance in the 1960s and 2010s was met with waves of bigotry and
intolerance that began in the ’70s and continue today. Through her explanation of central concepts
and terms, informative sidebars, and brief biographies of trans pioneers, Stryker reminds readers of
one crucial truth: Transgender people have always been here. In good times and bad, they’ve built
supportive and expansive communities, battled for freedom, and transformed American culture and
society in the process. Now completely revised and updated, including a longer, global history and a
timely chronicle of the latest wave of anti-trans backlash, Transgender History remains both a vital
resource and a powerful testament to the enduring legacy of trans lives.
  susan stryker transgender history: Transgender History, Third Edition Susan Stryker,
2026-02-03 The groundbreaking guide to trans history in America, revised and updated for a new
political era Transgender History is the modern classic on transgender life in America since the
nineteenth century, encompassing the major movements, writings, and events that shape today's
gender revolution. Susan Stryker's sweeping, intersectional account charts more than a century of
history, showing how rising acceptance in the 1960s and 2010s was met with waves of bigotry and
intolerance that began in the '70s and continue today. Through her explanation of central concepts
and terms, informative sidebars, and brief biographies of trans pioneers, Stryker reminds readers of
one crucial truth: Transgender people have always been here. In good times and bad, they've built
supportive and expansive communities, battled for freedom, and transformed American culture and
society in the process. Now completely revised and updated, including a longer, global history and a
timely chronicle of the latest wave of anti-trans backlash, Transgender History remains both a vital
resource and a powerful testament to the enduring legacy of trans lives.
  susan stryker transgender history: The Fox Spirit, the Stone Maiden, and Other Transgender
Histories from Late Imperial China Matthew H. Sommer, 2024-03-19 Co-winner, 2025 John Boswell
Prize, LGBTQ+ History Association In imperial China, people moved away from the gender they
were assigned at birth in different ways and for many reasons. Eunuchs, boy actresses, and clergy
left behind normative gender roles defined by family and procreation. “Stone maidens”—women
deemed physically incapable of vaginal intercourse—might depart from families or marriages to
become Buddhist or Daoist nuns. Anatomical males who presented as women sometimes took a
conventionally female occupation such as midwife, faith healer, or even medium to a fox spirit. Yet
they were often punished harshly for the crime of “masquerading in women’s attire,” suspected of
sexual predation, even when they had lived peacefully in their communities for many years.
Exploring these histories and many more, this book is a groundbreaking study of transgender lives
and practices in late imperial China. Through close readings of court cases, as well as Ming and
Qing fiction and nineteenth-century newspaper accounts, Matthew H. Sommer examines the social,



legal, and cultural histories of gender crossing. He considers a range of transgender experiences,
illuminating how certain forms of gender transgression were sanctioned in particular social contexts
and penalized in others. Sommer scrutinizes the ways Qing legal authorities and literati writers
represented and understood gender-nonconforming people and practices, contrasting official
ideology with popular mentalities. An unprecedented account of China’s transgender histories, this
book also sheds new light on a range of themes in Ming and Qing law, religion, medicine, literature,
and culture.
  susan stryker transgender history: When Monsters Speak Susan Stryker, 2024-06-24 Susan
Stryker is a foundational figure in trans studies. When Monsters Speak showcases the development
of Stryker’s writing from the 1990s to the present. It combines canonical pieces, such as “My Words
to Victor Frankenstein,” with her hard to find earlier work published in zines and newsletters.
Brought together, they ground Stryker’s thought in 1990s San Francisco and its innovative queer,
trans, and S/M cultures. The volume includes an introduction by editor McKenzie Wark, who
highlights Stryker’s connections to developments in queer theory, media studies, and autotheory
while foregrounding Stryker’s innovative writing style and scholarly methods. When Monsters Speak
is an authoritative and essential collection by one of the most important and influential intellectuals
of our time.
  susan stryker transgender history: A Short History of Trans Misogyny Jules Gill-Peterson,
2024-01-30 An accessible, bold new vision for the future of intersectional trans feminism, called one
of the best books in trans studies in recent years by Susan Stryker “A beautifully written and argued
book.” - Torrey Peters, author of Detransition, Baby There is no shortage of voices demanding
everyone pay attention to the violence trans women suffer. But one frighteningly basic question
seems never to be answered: why does it happen? If men are not inherently evil and trans women do
not intrinsically invite reprisal—which would make violence unstoppable—then the psychology of
that violence had to arise at a certain place and time. The trans panic had to be invented.
Award-winning historian Jules Gill-Peterson takes us from the bustling port cities of New York and
New Orleans to the streets of London and Paris in search of the emergence of modern trans
misogyny. She connects the colonial and military districts of the British Raj, the Philippines, and
Hawai’i to the lively travesti communities of Latin America, where state violence has stamped a
trans label on vastly different ways of life. Weaving together the stories of historical figures in a
richly detailed narrative, the book shows how trans femininity emerged under colonial governments,
the sex work industry, the policing of urban public spaces, and the area between the formal and
informal economy. A Short History of Trans Misogyny is the first book to explain why trans women
are burdened by such a weight of injustice and hatred.
  susan stryker transgender history: Trans History: A Graphic Novel: From Ancient Times to
the Present Day Alex L. Combs, Andrew Eakett, 2025-05-13 An essential introduction to trans
history, from ancient times to the present day, in full-color graphic nonfiction format. Deeply
researched, highly readable, and featuring a broad range of voices. What does “trans” mean, and
what does it mean to be trans? Diversity in human sex and gender is not a modern phenomenon, as
readers will discover through illustrated stories and records that introduce historical figures ranging
from the controversial Roman emperor Elagabalus to the swashbuckling seventeenth-century
conquistador Antonio de Erauso to veterans of the Stonewall uprising Marsha P. Johnson and Sylvia
Rivera. In addition to these individual profiles, the book explores some of the societal roles played by
trans people beginning in ancient times and shows how European ideas about gender were spread
across the globe. It explains how the science of sexology and the growing acceptance of (and
backlash to) gender nonconformity have helped to shape what it means to be trans today. Illustrated
conversations with modern activists, scholars, and creatives highlight the breadth of current trans
experiences and give readers a deeper sense of the diversity of trans people, a group numbering in
the millions. Extensive source notes provide further resources. Moving, funny, heartbreaking, and
empowering, this remarkable compendium from trans creators Alex L. Combs and Andrew Eakett is
packed with research on every dynamic page.



  susan stryker transgender history: Trans Historical Greta LaFleur, Masha Raskolnikov, Anna
Klosowska, 2021-11-15 Trans Historical explores the plurality of gender experiences that flourished
before the modern era, from Late Antiquity to the eighteenth century, across a broad geographic
range, from Spain to Poland and Byzantium to Boston. Refuting arguments that transgender people,
experiences, and identities were non-existent or even impossible prior to the twentieth century, this
volume focuses on archives—literary texts, trial transcripts, documents, and artifacts—that
denaturalize gender as a category. The volume historicizes the many different social lives of sexual
differentiation, exploring what gender might have been before modern medicine, the anatomical
sciences, and the sedimentation of gender difference into its putatively binary form. The volume's
multidisciplinary group of contributors consider how individuals, communities, and states
understood and enacted gender as a social experience distinct from the assignment of sex at birth.
Alongside historical questions about the meaning of sexual differentiation, Trans Historical also
offers a series of diverse meditations on how scholars of the medieval and early modern periods
might approach gender nonconformity before the nineteenth-century emergence of the norm and the
normal. Contributors: Abdulhamit Arvas, University of Pennsylvania; Roland Betancourt, University
of California, Irvine; M. W. Bychowski, Case Western Reserve University; Emma Campbell, Warwick
University; Igor H. de Souza, Yale University; Leah DeVun, Rutgers University; Micah James
Goodrich, University of Connecticut; Alexa Alice Joubin, George Washington University; Anna
KÅosowska; Greta LaFleur; Scott Larson, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor; Kathleen Perry Long,
Cornell University; Robert Mills, University College London; Masha Raskolnikov; Zrinka Stahuljak,
UCLA.
  susan stryker transgender history: Sexual Deceit Kelby Harrison, 2013-03-14 Sexual Deceit
is an extended ethical analysis of the phenomenon of sexual identity passing — i.e. socially
presenting as X, when one understands oneself as Y, where the variables represent any
contemporary sexual identity — alongside identity passing in the contexts of race, gender, and
briefly, religion and class. The analysis of passing utilizes and challenges traditional moral
understandings of identity falsification, complicating our understandings of moral obligations under
systemic oppression. Tracing the intervention of social construction theory on contemporary political
understandings of LGBT communities and activism, Sexual Deceit argues against social construction
models of identity — notably performativity, promulgated by the work of Judith Butler and consumed
and repeated by many scholars and theory educated queer people. A new model of identity is
constructed, based on a phenomenological concept of style that provides for a socially adjustable yet
rooted notion of sexual identity. The ethical implications of sexual identity passing are considered in
the context of eschatological images of social justice and within practical matters such as military
service, leadership, and sexual harassment law.
  susan stryker transgender history: Interpreting LGBT History at Museums and Historic
Sites Susan Ferentinos, 2014-12-16 LGBT individuals and families are increasingly visible in popular
culture and local communities; their struggles for equality appear regularly in news media. If history
museums and historic sites are to be inclusive and relevant, they must begin incorporating this
community into their interpretation. Interpreting LGBT History at Museums and Historic Sites is
straightforward, accessible guidebook for museum and history professionals as they embark on such
worthy efforts. This book features: An examination of queer history in the United States. The rapid
rate at which queer topics have entered the mainstream could conceivably give the impression that
LGBT people have only quite recently begun to contribute to United States culture and this
misconception ignores a rich history. A brief overview of significant events in LGBT history
highlights variant sexuality and gender in U.S. history, from colonization to the first decades of the
twenty-first century.Case studies on the inclusion and telling of LGBT history. These chapters detail
how major institutions, such as the Chicago History Museum, have brought this topic to light in their
interpretation. An extensive bibliography and reading list. LGBT history is a fascinating story, and
the limited space in this volume can hardly do it justice. These features are provided to guide
readers to more detailed information about the contributions of LGBT people to U.S. history and



culture. This guide complements efforts to make museums and historic sites more inclusive, so they
may tell a richer story for all people.
  susan stryker transgender history: The Routledge History of Queer America Don
Romesburg, 2018-03-22 The Routledge History of Queer America presents the first comprehensive
synthesis of the rapidly developing field of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer US history.
Featuring nearly thirty chapters on essential subjects and themes from colonial times through the
present, this collection covers topics including: Rural vs. urban queer histories Gender and sexual
diversity in early American history Intersectionality, exploring queerness in association with issues
of race and class Queerness and American capitalism The rise of queer histories, archives, and
collective memory Transnationalism and queer history Gathering authorities in the field to define the
ways in which sexual and gender diversity have contributed to the dynamics of American society,
culture and nation, The Routledge History of Queer America is the finest available overview of the
rich history of queer experience in US history.
  susan stryker transgender history: He Was Our Man in Washington Owen Symes,
2021-04-30 'Owen Symes is a rising young star who has created a masterful social history of the
Obama years. The clarification of Obamacare and other policies for health and human services is
especially helpful. As we move forward, Symes’s analysis helps us shed our illusions so we can avoid
making the same mistakes all over again.' Howard Waitzkin, Distinguished Professor Emeritus of
Sociology, University of New Mexico He Was Our Man in Washington provides a detailed narrative
of the years of the Obama administration gravitating around six key topics: the War on Terror, the
Great Recession, marginal struggles, the Affordable Care Act, climate change, and Indigenous
issues, that sit at the intersection of the other topics. Each chapter begins with a brief account of the
historical context within which the Obama administration acted. The result is a fair-minded but
highly critical interpretation of president Obama and his brand of hope and change, grounded in a
reality that goes beyond mere headlines.
  susan stryker transgender history: The ^AOxford Handbook of Queer Cinema Ronald Gregg,
Amy Villarejo, 2021-11-12 The Oxford Handbook of Queer Cinema encompasses more than a century
of filmmaking, film criticism, and film reception, looking at the ways in which the idea of queer
cinema has expanded as a descriptor for a global arts practice.
  susan stryker transgender history: The Hidden Case of Ewan Forbes Zoë Playdon,
2021-11-02 Childhood -- The medical student -- Marriage -- A death in the family -- Margaret's fateful
letter -- The medical examination -- An audacious defense -- The judge's dilemma -- A perfect storm --
Outlawed -- Another audacious defense -- Ewan's legacy.
  susan stryker transgender history: Queer Youth Histories Daniel Marshall, 2022-01-01 This
pioneering collection provides, for the first time, an international and transdisciplinary reflection on
youth, history and queer sexualities and genders. Since the 1970s there has been an explosion in
research focusing on LGBTQ history and on the lives of LGBTQ young people, but these two
research areas have seldom been brought together explicitly. Bridging LGBTQ historical scholarship
and contemporary queer youth cultural studies, this book marks out pathways for thinking more
about youth in LGBTQ history and more about history in contemporary understandings of LGBTQ
youth. Examining histories from the nineteenth century through to the recent past, contributors
examine queer youth histories in continental Europe, Britain, the United States of America, New
Zealand, Australia, Canada, Ireland, India, Malaysia and Hong Kong.
  susan stryker transgender history: In the Shadow of Diagnosis Regina G. Kunzel, 2024-04
Regina Kunzel here draws upon previously unseen case files to argue for a much subtler
understanding of how 20th-century LGBTQ Americans conceived of themselves and the diagnoses
they received from psychiatrists, showing the ways in which they assimilated, accommodated,
challenged, rejected, and rearticulated the judgment that they were sick. She argues that, as central
as psychiatry was to LGBTQ identity, the discipline's own expanding claims to authority were
anchored in its assertion of expertise over gender and sexual difference. That is, shrinks told people
they were sick; but in both acquiescing to and resisting this diagnosis, those people showed that



shrinks were powerful--
  susan stryker transgender history: How the Clinic Made Gender Sandra Eder, 2022-06-07
An eye-opening exploration of the medical origins of gender in modern US history. Today, a world
without “gender” is hard to imagine. Gender is at the center of contentious political and social
debates, shapes policy decisions, and informs our everyday lives. Its formulation, however, is lesser
known: Gender was first used in clinical practice. This book tells the story of the invention of gender
in American medicine, detailing how it was shaped by mid-twentieth-century American notions of
culture, personality, and social engineering. Sandra Eder shows how the concept of gender
transformed from a pragmatic tool in the sex assignment of children with intersex traits in the 1950s
to an essential category in clinics for transgender individuals in the 1960s. Following gender outside
the clinic, she reconstructs the variable ways feminists integrated gender into their theories and
practices in the 1970s. The process by which ideas about gender became medicalized, enforced, and
popularized was messy, and the route by which gender came to be understood and applied through
the treatment of patients with intersex traits was fraught and contested. In historicizing the
emergence of the sex/gender binary, Eder reveals the role of medical practice in developing a
transformative idea and the interdependence between practice and wider social norms that inform
the attitudes of physicians and researchers. She shows that ideas like gender can take on a life of
their own and may be used to question the normative perceptions they were based on. Illuminating
and deeply researched, the book closes a notable gap in the history of gender and will inspire
current debates on the relationship between social norms and medical practice.
  susan stryker transgender history: Before Gender Eli Erlick, 2025-05-27 Explore the
trailblazing lives of 30 trans people who radically change everything you’ve been told about
transgender history Highlighting influential individuals from 1850-1950 who are all but unknown
today, Eli Erlick shares 30 remarkable stories from romance to rebellion and mystery to murder.
These narratives chronicle the grit, joy, and survival of trans people long before gender became an
everyday term. Organized into 4 parts paralleling today’s controversies over gender identity (kids,
activists, workers, and athletes), Before Gender introduces figures whose forgotten stories transform
the discussion Mark and David Ferrow, two of the first trans teens to access gender-affirming
medical treatment following overwhelming support from their friends, family, and neighbors. Gerda
von Zobeltitz, a trans countess who instigated an LGBTQ+ riot 40 years before Stonewall. Frank
Williams, a young trans man who was fired from over a dozen jobs for his gender. Frances Anderson,
the world’s greatest female billiards player of the 1910s. Bold and visionary, Erlick’s debut uncovers
these lost stories from the depths of the archives to narrate trans lives in a way that has never been
attempted before.
  susan stryker transgender history: Jane Crow Rosalind Rosenberg, 2020-01-13
Euro-African-American activist Pauli Murray was a feminist lawyer, who played pivotal roles in both
the modern civil rights and women's movements. Born in 1910 and identified as female, she believed
from childhood she was male. Before there was a social movement to support transgender identity,
she devised attacks on all arbitrary distinctions, greatly expanding the idea of equality in the
process.
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