
surface mounted medicine cabinet

surface mounted medicine cabinet units are a popular and practical choice for bathroom storage
solutions, offering a convenient way to organize essentials while enhancing the overall decor. Unlike
recessed cabinets, surface mounted medicine cabinets install directly onto the wall surface, making
them easier to fit in a wide range of spaces without the need for extensive wall modifications. These
cabinets come in various styles, sizes, and materials, catering to different design preferences and
functional requirements. This article explores the benefits, installation process, design options, and
maintenance tips associated with surface mounted medicine cabinets. Whether for residential or
commercial bathrooms, understanding these aspects can help in selecting the most suitable cabinet
to improve both storage capacity and aesthetic appeal.
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Benefits of Surface Mounted Medicine Cabinets
Surface mounted medicine cabinets provide several advantages that make them a preferred choice
for many homeowners and professionals. Their installation method allows for easy placement on
existing walls without the need for cutting into drywall or studs, which reduces labor and renovation
costs. Additionally, they offer flexible sizing options to fit small or large spaces, making them
adaptable to a variety of bathroom layouts.

Space Efficiency and Storage
One of the primary benefits of surface mounted medicine cabinets is their ability to maximize storage
without occupying floor space. These cabinets typically feature multiple shelves or compartments,
offering organized storage for medicines, toiletries, and other personal care items. Their wall-mounted
design helps keep countertops clutter-free, contributing to a cleaner and more functional bathroom
environment.

Ease of Installation
Because surface mounted cabinets attach directly to the wall surface, they are considerably easier to
install compared to recessed units. This advantage is particularly valuable in bathrooms where wall
cavities are shallow or obstructed by plumbing and electrical wiring. The straightforward installation



process also allows for quicker upgrades and replacements when needed.

Versatility in Design
Surface mounted medicine cabinets come in a wide range of styles, finishes, and sizes. This versatility
enables homeowners to choose cabinets that complement the bathroom décor, from modern
minimalist designs to classic or vintage looks. Many models include mirrored doors, adding
functionality by providing a grooming mirror while concealing storage.

Installation Process
Installing a surface mounted medicine cabinet typically involves minimal preparation and tools.
Understanding the installation steps ensures a secure and level mounting that enhances the cabinet's
durability and appearance.

Preparation and Tools Required
Before installation, gather necessary tools such as a drill, level, measuring tape, screwdriver, and
anchors if mounting on drywall. It is important to measure the desired location accurately and ensure
that the wall surface is clean and free of obstructions.

Step-by-Step Installation Guide
The installation process generally follows these steps:

Mark the mounting height and position on the wall using a pencil and level.1.

Drill pilot holes at the marked points to accommodate screws or anchors.2.

If mounting on drywall, insert appropriate wall anchors to provide additional support.3.

Align the cabinet with the holes and secure it using screws through the mounting brackets or4.
holes on the cabinet back.

Check the cabinet for levelness and adjust if necessary before fully tightening the screws.5.

Install shelves or components inside the cabinet as needed.6.

Design and Material Options
Surface mounted medicine cabinets are available in numerous designs and constructed from various
materials, enabling customization according to personal taste and bathroom style.



Materials Used
The most common materials include wood, metal, and plastic, each offering different benefits:

Wood: Offers a warm, classic appearance and can be stained or painted to match bathroom
décor.

Metal: Provides a sleek, modern look with high durability and resistance to moisture.

Plastic: Lightweight and resistant to water damage, often found in budget-friendly models.

Style Variations
Styles range from traditional framed cabinets to frameless contemporary models. Mirrored doors are
common and may come as single or double doors. Some cabinets include additional features such as
built-in lighting, adjustable shelves, or soft-close hinges, enhancing usability and convenience.

Maintenance and Care
Proper maintenance extends the lifespan of surface mounted medicine cabinets and keeps them
looking their best. Regular cleaning and periodic inspections are recommended to prevent damage
and wear.

Cleaning Tips
Use a soft, damp cloth to wipe down the cabinet surfaces, avoiding abrasive cleaners that might
damage finishes. Mirrors should be cleaned with glass cleaner or a mixture of vinegar and water for a
streak-free shine. Ensuring the cabinet remains dry inside prevents mold and mildew buildup.

Inspection and Repairs
Regularly check hinges, screws, and shelves for signs of loosening or damage. Tighten any loose
screws and replace damaged parts promptly. If the cabinet is painted or stained wood, occasional
touch-ups may be necessary to maintain appearance and protect against moisture.

Common Uses and Applications
Surface mounted medicine cabinets are widely used in various settings due to their practicality and
adaptability.



Residential Bathrooms
In homes, these cabinets provide essential storage for everyday items such as medications, first-aid
supplies, and grooming products. Their accessibility and organizational features make them a staple
in master and guest bathrooms alike.

Commercial and Healthcare Facilities
Medical offices, clinics, and other healthcare environments use surface mounted medicine cabinets to
store medical supplies and pharmaceuticals safely and efficiently. The ease of installation and
maintenance suits the demands of these professional settings.

Other Applications
Beyond bathrooms, surface mounted medicine cabinets can serve as convenient storage in kitchens,
workshops, and other areas where compact, accessible storage is desirable.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a surface mounted medicine cabinet?
A surface mounted medicine cabinet is a storage unit for medicines and toiletries that is installed on
the surface of a bathroom wall, rather than being recessed into the wall.

What are the advantages of a surface mounted medicine
cabinet?
Advantages include easier installation, more storage space, and the ability to be installed on walls
where recessing is not possible.

Are surface mounted medicine cabinets suitable for small
bathrooms?
Yes, they are suitable for small bathrooms as they provide additional storage without requiring wall
recessing, which can be limited in small spaces.

What materials are commonly used for surface mounted
medicine cabinets?
Common materials include stainless steel, wood, MDF, and plastic, often with mirrored doors.



Can surface mounted medicine cabinets come with a mirror?
Yes, most surface mounted medicine cabinets feature mirrored doors, combining storage with a
functional bathroom mirror.

How do you install a surface mounted medicine cabinet?
Installation typically involves attaching the cabinet securely to the wall surface using anchors and
screws, following the manufacturer's instructions.

Are surface mounted medicine cabinets moisture resistant?
Many are designed with moisture-resistant materials or finishes to withstand bathroom humidity, but
it's important to check product specifications.

Can I add lighting to a surface mounted medicine cabinet?
Yes, some models come with built-in lighting, or you can install external lights above or around the
cabinet for better visibility.

How do I maintain and clean a surface mounted medicine
cabinet?
Regularly wipe down the exterior and interior with a damp cloth and mild cleaner; avoid abrasive
materials to prevent damage.

What sizes are available for surface mounted medicine
cabinets?
They come in various sizes, typically ranging from small (around 12 inches wide) to large (up to 36
inches or more), to fit different bathroom spaces and storage needs.

Additional Resources
1. Designing Functional Surface Mounted Medicine Cabinets
This book explores the essential design principles behind surface mounted medicine cabinets,
emphasizing both form and function. It covers material selection, installation techniques, and
ergonomic considerations to maximize user convenience. Ideal for interior designers and DIY
enthusiasts, it provides step-by-step guides and practical tips for creating efficient storage solutions in
bathrooms.

2. The Ultimate Guide to Bathroom Storage: Surface Mounted Medicine Cabinets
Focused on optimizing bathroom storage, this guide delves into various types of medicine cabinets
with a special focus on surface mounted options. It discusses space-saving ideas, aesthetics, and the
integration of lighting and mirrors. Readers will find advice on selecting the right cabinet size and
style to complement their bathroom décor.



3. Surface Mounted Medicine Cabinets: Installation and Maintenance
A comprehensive manual for homeowners and professionals, this book details the installation process
of surface mounted medicine cabinets. It includes troubleshooting tips, maintenance routines, and
how to handle common problems like moisture damage and hardware issues. The book aims to
extend the lifespan and functionality of these cabinets.

4. Innovations in Surface Mounted Medicine Cabinet Design
This book highlights the latest trends and technological advancements in the design of surface
mounted medicine cabinets. It covers smart storage solutions, integrated lighting systems, and eco-
friendly materials. Designers and manufacturers will find inspiration for creating modern, user-friendly
cabinets.

5. Maximizing Small Bathroom Spaces with Surface Mounted Medicine Cabinets
Targeted at those with limited bathroom space, this book offers creative ideas for using surface
mounted medicine cabinets to increase storage without clutter. It includes space planning strategies,
modular cabinet options, and multi-functional designs. Readers will learn how to transform cramped
bathrooms into organized, stylish areas.

6. DIY Surface Mounted Medicine Cabinet Projects
Perfect for hobbyists and DIY lovers, this book provides easy-to-follow projects for building and
customizing surface mounted medicine cabinets. It includes material lists, tool recommendations, and
step-by-step instructions. The projects range from simple refurbishments to advanced custom builds,
catering to various skill levels.

7. Surface Mounted Medicine Cabinets in Commercial and Residential Settings
This book compares the use of surface mounted medicine cabinets in different environments,
discussing their design, durability, and regulatory requirements. It offers insights into selecting
appropriate models for homes, clinics, and hotels. Facility managers and homeowners will benefit
from its practical advice and case studies.

8. Material Choices for Surface Mounted Medicine Cabinets
Focusing on the materials used in surface mounted medicine cabinets, this book examines wood,
metal, glass, and composite options. It discusses durability, aesthetic appeal, and environmental
impact, helping readers make informed decisions. The book also covers finishing techniques and
maintenance tips for each material type.

9. Bathroom Remodeling with Surface Mounted Medicine Cabinets
This comprehensive guide integrates surface mounted medicine cabinets into broader bathroom
remodeling projects. It addresses layout planning, plumbing considerations, and coordinating
cabinetry with other fixtures. Homeowners and contractors will find valuable advice to ensure a
cohesive and functional bathroom design.
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  surface mounted medicine cabinet: 2006 National Renovation & Insurance Repair Estimator
Jonathan Russell, 2005-10
  surface mounted medicine cabinet: Black & Decker Complete Guide to Bathrooms 5th
Edition Editors of Cool Springs Press, 2018-05-29 BLACK+DECKER Complete Guide to Bathrooms
brings you design advice, how-to instructions, and all the facts you need to achieve the bathroom of
your dreams on your own. This fifth edition of the perennial bestseller from the BLACK+DECKER
Complete Guide series covers all the bases when it comes to bathroom remodeling. From freshening
up decor to a down-to-the-studs remodel, all of the information you need to design the job and do the
work yourself is right here. Through step-by-step photography and instructions, you'll see how to
update lighting, ventilation, flooring, surfaces, cabinetry, toilets, bathtubs, and accessories. This
comprehensive buyer's guide takes you through one of the most important steps in any remodeling
project, and a complete and up-to-the minute section on bathroom design provides education and
inspiration. This new edition of BLACK+DECKER Complete Guide to Bathrooms also includes
updated information explaining how to remodel or re-imagine your bathroom to better meet the
needs of aging in place, with projects that conform to Universal Design Standards. You'll see a
start-to-finish demonstration on how to replace a shower or tub with a curbless shower stall. To
maximize access, a wall-mounted sink is hung and hooked up - and you see every step. Replace a
traditional bathroom sink faucet with a hands-free model so you can turn on the water even if you
can't reach all the way to the faucet handle. Add a frameless glass shower surround and learn how
to install and plumb a vanity cabinet and sink basin. The list of projects is long and the information,
vetted by the experts at BLACK+DECKER, is complete and current.
  surface mounted medicine cabinet: Cost Estimating for the Handyman Business Bill
O'Donnell, 2015-09-27 The Cost Estimating for the Handyman Business manual by RemodelMAX
contains 128 pages of material costs and manhours for over 3000 items for small jobs.
  surface mounted medicine cabinet: Home Improvement All-in-One For Dummies Roy
Barnhart, James Carey, Morris Carey, Gene Hamilton, Katie Hamilton, Donald R. Prestly, Jeff Strong,
2011-04-18 Put on your grubbies, get out your tools, and get ready to tackle home repairs and
improvements with the goof-proof instructions in this guide that combines the best of nine For
Dummies home improvement books in one comprehensive volume. Whether you’re an accomplished
do-it-yourselfer or a novice, the easy-to-follow instructions, complete with photos and illustrations,
will guide you through: Basic home maintenance and improvement projects from the foundation to
the roof, including windows, doors, and electrical repairs and replacements Painting and
wallpapering Bathroom and kitchen remodeling, including installing cabinets, countertops, fixtures,
and appliances Carpentry, woodworking and flooring Plumbing, including unclogging fixtures and
fixing leaky faucets Want to spruce up bedroom? Spiff up the kitchen? Shore up the porch? Build
stairs? Replace creaky doors and drafty windows? Make the most of your space? Inside or out, major
renovation or minor repair, the how-to is all right here. Think about it—if you do just one project
yourself instead of calling a plumber, electrician, painter, handyman, or other service person, you’ve
saved far more than the cost of this book! And you’ll have it on hand to guide you through the next
project!
  surface mounted medicine cabinet: Black and Decker The Complete Guide to Bathrooms 6th
Edition Editors of Cool Springs Press, Chris Peterson, 2023-03-07 BLACK+DECKER The Complete
Guide to Bathrooms Updated 6th Edition brings together how-to projects, design advice, and photo
inspiration to inspire your next remodel.
  surface mounted medicine cabinet: Black & Decker The Book of Home How-To Editors
of Cool Springs Press, 2014-05-15 DIV All the DIY information you need for your home: easy to
search and easy to use./divDIV /divDIVThe editors at Cool Springs Press know a thing or two about
DIY home improvement and maintenance—we’ve been writing about it for the past quarter-century,
and we have more than a few bestsellers under our tool belts. But until now, there’s been one thing
missing: an ultimate, fully-loaded, ridiculously huge reference book for every home project you can



dream of; the compilation of our longstanding expertise; the home how-to book to crush all others.
Not anymore. But the good news doesn’t stop there; Black & Decker The Book of Home How-To is
designed to reflect the way we search for information today. You won’t find chapters or long, boring
introductions or even a table of contents. This book is an A-to-Z encyclopedia with precise how-to
instructions and clear photos packed onto every page. With an expanded index that is incredibly
intuitive and a simple, alphabetical strategy for organizing the information, you won’t spend
precious time wading through stuff you don’t need to know. Finding first-rate information on home
care has never been easier, and all the most common tasks around your home are
covered—including electrical, plumbing, flooring, walls, windows and doors, cabinetry, insulating,
heating and cooling, roofing and siding, and just about any repair or remodeling project you can
imagine. Black & Decker The Book of Home How-To: it’s incredibly easy to use because it thinks like
you do./div
  surface mounted medicine cabinet: Popular Mechanics Moneysmart Makeovers Rick
Peters, 2006-08 Presents a collection of full-color illustrated instructions for making over bathrooms
and includes directions for cabinets and countertops, plumbing and electrical, flooring and walls, as
well as advice on overall costs.
  surface mounted medicine cabinet: Black & Decker The Book of Home How-to, Updated
3rd Edition Editors of Cool Springs Press, 2025-05-06 BLACK+DECKER The Book of Home
How-To, Updated 3rd Edition is the most complete and current home reference book available,
covering just about every home repair or improvement project imaginable in full-color, step-by step
photography.
  surface mounted medicine cabinet: Black & Decker The Book of Home How-to, Updated 2nd
Edition Editors of Cool Springs Press, 2020-03-10 The most complete book on the market for
homeowners, the BLACK+DECKER The Book of Home How-To Revised and Updated offers current,
full color step-by-step photographic instruction for thousands of home repair and home maintenance
jobs. Written and compiled by the knowledgeable editors at Cool Springs Press—recognized experts
in DIY home improvement and maintenance with more than thirty years of experience in home
improvement and hundreds of best-selling books under the BLACK+DECKER brand—this is DIY
instruction you can trust. BLACK+DECKER The Book of Home How-to Revised and Updated is the
ultimate reference for maintaining any type of home, from a small apartment to a mega mansion.
This book is the most essential tool in any homeowner's belt, providing expert know-how on how to
repair almost anything in easy, accessible instruction. This A-to-Z encyclopedia offers precise how-to
instructions and clear photos on every page. With an expanded index that is incredibly intuitive and
a simple, alphabetical strategy for organizing the information, you won't spend precious time wading
through stuff you don't need to know. Finding first-rate information on home care has never been
easier, and all the most common tasks around your home are covered—including: Electrical
Plumbing Flooring Walls Windows and doors Cabinetry Insulating Heating and cooling Roofing and
siding And that's just scratching the surface. Just about any repair or remodeling project you can
imagine is right here, at your fingertips.
  surface mounted medicine cabinet: Black & Decker The Complete Guide to Built-Ins Editors
of CPi, 2011-07-01 Nothing says quality and luxury like a custom built-in storage unit, and no project
offers greater satisfaction and cost savings than a DIY built-in project. This detailed DIY book gives
complete illustrated instructions for dozens of must-have built-in projects, including window seats,
home theater units, buffed cabinets, and bathroom storage units.
  surface mounted medicine cabinet: The Complete Clutter Solution C. J. Petersen, 2005
Banish the mess at home with this unique room-by-room, zone-by-zone, clutter-busting guide! A
full-color illustrated reference--with a hidden spiral and tabs for easy access to each subject--the
book contains invaluable advice on making real changes to transform the way one uses space
forever.
  surface mounted medicine cabinet: Weekend Bathroom Makeovers Amy Matthews,
Bridget Biscotti Bradley, 2006 Amy Mathews, the host of DIY network's Bathroom Renovations,



takes the intimidation out of restoration. Using projects adapted from the series, she provides a
superbly organized, informative introduction that assesses the space and layout possibilities; reviews
the range of styles and prices for cabinets, countertops, sinks, faucets, showers, tubs, fittings, walls,
and floors; and covers design elements such as lighting, storage, and ventilation. Concise, illustrated
instructions (peppered with lots of encouragement) provide the fundamental nuts and bolts of
renovation techniques, from removing tubs and installing toilets to laying tile and restoring
windows. Ten complete redos come with before, during, and after photography, and offer
homeowners their choice of styles, time investment, and budget options. There's something to
appeal to every taste and need.
  surface mounted medicine cabinet: Construction Estimating Karl F. Schmid, 2011-09-30
This pocket-sized book is a concise guide to the basics of estimating construction costs for
residential and light commercial building projects. It provides a step-by-step guide to estimating the
total cost of a construction project. It takes readers through five phases that lead to a successful
estimate: initial assessment, work analysis, programming, costing and cost distribution and
summarization. The book's primary targets are small contractors; however, the principles set forth
in the book are applicable to all contractors. The book could also serve as a textbook for estimating
classes in construction management programs at universities and community colleges. The last
section of the book provides useful but not readily available information for estimators on diverse
topics, e.g., detailed information about Value Engineering, scheduling, subcontractor selection, bid
summarization, and so on. An extensive glossary of construction terms is also included. Readers in
all construction capacities will find: * A new, fresh look at the often baffling and deceptive job of
estimating construction costs for residential and light commercial construction * How to assess
plans, review bonds, and evaluate the site and the project schedule before beginning a cost take-off *
How to integrate a cost estimate into a general accounting program for cost management and
eventual billing * Incredibly helpful appendix with common construction standards and
measurements--from standards for concrete forms, to nail sizes to commercial lumber sizes, and
much more!
  surface mounted medicine cabinet: Construction Crew Supervision Karl F. Schmid, 2009-11
In this construction supervisor's pocket-sized manual, construction managers and field supervisors
alike will find a concise tool kit of leadership skills to motivate and marshal workers onsite. It
provides solid, common sense guidelines to preempt, use, and refer to, as problems arise-from
unexpected work stoppages to getting better performance and productivity from all. It provides
quality tools specifically intended for construction crew supervisors, who have one of the toughest
leadership job of all: managing workers with a wide range of skills under difficult and sometimes
dangerous work conditions. The accompanying glossary of common light construction terms and
phrases will also be of immense help when one is faced with unfamiliar items and procedures on the
job site. The book can also be used in the classroom as a useful adjunct to more traditional texts on
construction management.
  surface mounted medicine cabinet: Vern Yip's Vacation at Home Vern Yip, 2019-08-27
Vern Yip, veteran interior designer from Trading Spaces and HGTV--and author of the NYT bestseller
Vern Yip's Design Wise-- is back to reveal the design tricks and practices that will give any home a
serene, luxury retreat-like feel. We've all heard that our home should be our sanctuary, but most of
us fall short of that ideal. Too often, the reality is that our homes are just another place for stress
and work. Now trusted HGTV and TLC interior designer Vern Yip is here to guide us on confidently
creating a home where we can instantly feel relaxed and rejuvenated, while also reflecting our
individual style and needs. In this lush, beautifully illustrated book, Vern shares the tips, tricks, and
design principles that 5-star resorts and hotels use to help guests get into vacation mode, and shows
how we can duplicate that sense of ease and relaxation (while fitting into our personal design flair).
He also opens the doors to some of his clients' homes to show you how these key design principles
can vary with different styles, tastes, and locations. With Vern's reassuring tone and clear, easy
steps, readers can create spaces that can make everyday feel like vacation!



  surface mounted medicine cabinet: 100 Weekend Projects Anyone Can Do Editors at The
Family Handyman, 2016-06-07 uild fashionable, functional, inexpensive indoor and backyard
furniture—even if you're a complete beginner. These are realistic projects for the average weekend
warrior that require no great skills, just normal tools you already have and easy-to-buy materials
available at any home store. Here's a small sample of what's inside: Build a simple-but-stylish
bookcase Cut garage clutter with oversized shelves Double your closet space with easy accessories
Build a rock-solid workbench in 3 hours Maximize kitchen storage with clever cabinet inserts Build
backyard furniture, a garden arbor, planters and more! Benches, garden and deck chairs Outdoor
storage Quick projects like bird houses, handy hints, and more
  surface mounted medicine cabinet: Reducing Home Building Costs with OVE Design
and Construction , 1979
  surface mounted medicine cabinet: Reducing Home Building Costs with OVE Design and
Construction NAHB Research Foundation, 1980
  surface mounted medicine cabinet: Black & Decker The Complete Guide to a Clutter-Free
Home Philip Schmidt, 2009-11-01 Finding adequate storage space is an ongoing battle in every
household. The Complete Guide to a Clutter-Free Home provides inspired answers and dozens of
step-by-step projects that offer creative solutions to common storage challenges. From understairs
shelving to full-height medicine cabinets to laundry rooms and lumber racks, this book shows you
how to find hidden storage space around your home and how to put it to use efficiently. It is an
up-to-date guide to modern storage products and systems that effectively combat the ages-old
problem of storage.
  surface mounted medicine cabinet: Sweet's General Building & Renovation , 1999
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