
surrender speech chief joseph
surrender speech chief joseph is one of the most poignant and historically
significant speeches in American history. Delivered by the Nez Perce leader
Chief Joseph in 1877, this speech marked the end of a grueling and tragic
conflict between the U.S. government and the Nez Perce tribe. The surrender
speech is remembered for its eloquence, humanity, and the deep expression of
loss and hope for peace. This article explores the background and context of
Chief Joseph’s surrender, the content and meaning of his famous speech, and
its lasting impact on Native American history and American culture.
Additionally, it delves into the linguistic style and themes found within the
address, offering a comprehensive understanding of why this speech continues
to resonate today.
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Historical Background of Chief Joseph and the
Nez Perce War

Understanding the surrender speech chief joseph requires a thorough
examination of the historical circumstances leading up to it. Chief Joseph,
born Hin-mah-too-yah-lat-kekt, was the leader of the Wallowa band of the Nez
Perce tribe in the Pacific Northwest. The Nez Perce had lived peacefully in
their ancestral lands for generations, but increasing pressure from American
settlers and government policies in the 19th century threatened their
existence.

The Nez Perce Tribe and Their Homeland

The Nez Perce people traditionally inhabited areas of present-day Oregon,
Washington, and Idaho. Their culture was deeply connected to the land, and
they were known for their horsemanship and fishing skills. The tribe had
previously signed treaties with the U.S. government, but these agreements
were often violated or renegotiated under coercion, leading to loss of



territory.

The Onset of the Nez Perce War

In 1877, tensions reached a breaking point when the U.S. government ordered
the Nez Perce to relocate to a smaller reservation, drastically reducing
their land. Some bands agreed to move, but Chief Joseph and others resisted.
The conflict escalated into the Nez Perce War, a series of battles and a
strategic retreat spanning over 1,170 miles as the tribe attempted to escape
forced relocation.

The Context of the Surrender Speech

The surrender speech chief joseph delivered took place on October 5, 1877,
near the Bear Paw Mountains in Montana Territory. After months of retreat and
battles, Chief Joseph realized that further resistance was futile and that
his people were exhausted and suffering. The speech was spoken to General
Oliver O. Howard as a formal surrender, marking the end of the war.

Events Leading to the Surrender

Following a series of skirmishes, the Nez Perce were surrounded by U.S.
forces. Despite their efforts to evade capture, dwindling supplies and
casualties made continued flight impossible. Chief Joseph’s decision to
surrender was motivated by a desire to preserve the lives of his people and
secure humane treatment from the government.

The Audience and Delivery

The surrender speech was addressed directly to the U.S. Army officers
overseeing the conflict, symbolizing a plea for peace and recognition. Chief
Joseph’s calm and dignified delivery conveyed both sorrow and resilience,
underscoring the gravity of the moment for his tribe.

Analysis of the Surrender Speech

The surrender speech chief joseph is renowned for its powerful language and
emotional depth. It encapsulates the pain of defeat, the longing for freedom,
and the hope for justice. The speech has been preserved in various forms,



with the most famous passage often quoted:

"I am tired of fighting. Our chiefs are killed... It is cold and we
have no blankets; the little children are freezing to death. My
people, some of them, have run away to the hills and have no
blankets, no food... I want to have time to look for my children
and see how many of them I can find. Maybe I shall find them among
the dead. Hear me, my chiefs! I am tired; my heart is sick and sad.
From where the sun now stands, I will fight no more forever."

Emotional and Rhetorical Elements

Chief Joseph uses vivid imagery and repetition to emphasize the suffering of
his people and the finality of his decision. The speech appeals to universal
values of compassion and humanity, making it relatable beyond its historical
context.

Reflection of Nez Perce Values

The speech reflects Nez Perce ideals such as respect for life, the importance
of family, and the desire for peaceful coexistence. Chief Joseph’s words
express not only defeat but also dignity and moral strength.

The Legacy of Chief Joseph’s Words

Chief Joseph’s surrender speech has become a symbol of Native American
resistance and the tragic consequences of U.S. expansionism. It continues to
be studied and commemorated as an important testament to indigenous struggles
and leadership.

Impact on Native American History

The speech highlights the broader narrative of displacement and injustice
faced by Native American tribes during westward expansion. It has inspired
generations of activists and historians to acknowledge and address these
historical injustices.



Influence on American Culture and Literature

Chief Joseph’s eloquence has been referenced in numerous literary works,
speeches, and educational materials. His surrender speech remains one of the
most quoted Native American addresses in American history, symbolizing the
fight for dignity and rights.

Key Themes and Linguistic Features

The surrender speech chief joseph contains several key themes and stylistic
characteristics that contribute to its enduring power and significance.

Major Themes

Loss and Grief: The speech conveys profound sorrow over the deaths and
suffering of the Nez Perce people.

Peace and Reconciliation: Chief Joseph expresses a desire to end
conflict and seek peace.

Resilience and Dignity: Despite defeat, the speech maintains a tone of
strength and moral authority.

Injustice and Displacement: The address implicitly critiques the forced
removal and broken promises by the U.S. government.

Linguistic Style

Chief Joseph’s speech is marked by plain but powerful language, repetition to
emphasize key points, and emotive appeals. The directness of his words
enhances their sincerity and impact, making the speech both accessible and
memorable.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Chief Joseph and what is he known for?
Chief Joseph was a leader of the Nez Perce tribe known for his resistance



against the U.S. government's attempts to forcibly relocate his people and
for his eloquent surrender speech in 1877.

What is the significance of Chief Joseph's surrender
speech?
Chief Joseph's surrender speech is significant because it expressed his
sorrow over the loss of his people's homeland and his desire for peace,
highlighting the injustices faced by Native Americans.

When and where did Chief Joseph deliver his
surrender speech?
Chief Joseph delivered his surrender speech on October 5, 1877, near the Bear
Paw Mountains in Montana, after his band was surrounded by U.S. Army forces.

What famous line is attributed to Chief Joseph's
surrender speech?
The famous line attributed to Chief Joseph's surrender speech is "I will
fight no more forever," which symbolizes his acceptance of defeat and desire
to end the conflict.

How did Chief Joseph's surrender speech impact
Native American history?
Chief Joseph's surrender speech became a powerful symbol of Native American
resistance and the struggle for justice, influencing public opinion and
increasing awareness of Native American plight.

What was the outcome for Chief Joseph and the Nez
Perce after the surrender?
After the surrender, Chief Joseph and the Nez Perce were taken into custody
and relocated to reservations, where they faced difficult living conditions,
but Chief Joseph continued to advocate for his people's rights.

Additional Resources
1. Chief Joseph and the Nez Perce Surrender
This book provides a detailed account of Chief Joseph's leadership during the
Nez Perce War and his poignant surrender speech. It explores the historical
context of the conflict, the struggles faced by the Nez Perce tribe, and the
lasting impact of Joseph's words on Native American history. The narrative
highlights the themes of resilience, loss, and dignity in the face of
overwhelming adversity.



2. Chief Joseph: The Man Who Would Not Fight
Focusing on the life and philosophy of Chief Joseph, this biography delves
into his commitment to peace and justice for his people. The book covers his
famous surrender speech, illustrating his deep sorrow and the moral strength
behind his decision to lay down arms. It offers insights into the broader
Native American resistance during the late 19th century.

3. Surrender Speech: The Last Words of Chief Joseph
This book is a focused study of the surrender speech itself, analyzing its
language, symbolism, and emotional power. It examines how Chief Joseph's
words have resonated through history as a symbol of Native American
resistance and dignity. The author also discusses the speech’s role in
American cultural memory and Native identity.

4. The Nez Perce War and Chief Joseph’s Legacy
Covering the military and political aspects of the Nez Perce War, this book
situates Chief Joseph’s surrender speech within the larger conflict. It
provides detailed descriptions of battles, negotiations, and the eventual
forced relocation of the Nez Perce. The book reflects on Chief Joseph’s
legacy as both a warrior and a peacemaker.

5. Chief Joseph and the Quest for Peace
This book explores Chief Joseph’s lifelong dedication to peace amidst the
pressures of U.S. expansion and Native displacement. It highlights his
diplomatic efforts and the tragic culmination in his surrender speech. The
text also discusses the broader implications for Native American sovereignty
and cultural survival.

6. The Words of Chief Joseph: A Native American Oratory
Focusing on the oratorical tradition of Native American leaders, this volume
places Chief Joseph’s surrender speech alongside other powerful Native
speeches. It provides context about Native rhetoric and storytelling,
emphasizing the cultural significance of Joseph’s eloquence and leadership.
The book includes annotated versions of the speech to deepen understanding.

7. Chief Joseph’s Surrender and the American Indian Experience
This historical analysis connects Chief Joseph’s surrender to the wider
narrative of Native American struggles during the 19th century. It examines
policies, treaties, and conflicts that shaped the era, using the speech as a
poignant example of Native resistance. The book also discusses the lasting
effects of displacement on Native communities.

8. Remembering Chief Joseph: The Man Behind the Speech
This biography goes beyond the surrender speech to present a fuller picture
of Chief Joseph’s life, including his early years, leadership, and personal
challenges. It sheds light on the man behind the iconic words, providing
context for his decisions and the values he embodied. Rich in historical
detail, the book humanizes a legendary figure.

9. Echoes of Surrender: The Impact of Chief Joseph’s Speech in Modern Times
Exploring the continuing relevance of Chief Joseph’s surrender speech, this



book traces its influence in contemporary Native American activism and
cultural expression. It discusses how the speech has been referenced in
literature, politics, and education over the years. The author argues that
Joseph’s message of peace and justice remains a powerful call to action
today.
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Perce Summer, 1877 tells the story of a people’s epic struggle to survive spiritually, culturally, and
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military history, Jerome A. Greene, and reviewed by members of the Nez Perce tribe, this definitive
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photographs, Greene’s gripping narrative takes readers on a three-and-one-half month 1,700-mile
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battles of the war receive detailed treatment, which benefits from Greene’s astute analysis of the
strategies and decision making on both sides. Between 100 and 150 of the more than 800 Nez Perce
men, women, and children who began the trek were killed during the war. Almost as many died in
the months following the surrender, after they were exiled to malaria-ridden northeastern
Oklahoma. Army deaths numbered 113. The casualties on both sides were an extraordinary price for
a war that nobody wanted but whose history has since fascinated generations of Americans.
  surrender speech chief joseph: Chief Joseph Candy Moulton, 2006-06-27 A portrait of the
Nez Percé diplomat and defender covers the 1863 treaty that called for his tribe's removal to an
Idaho reservation, his people's four month flight toward safety in Canada under his leadership, and
his war leadership upon their capture forty miles from their destination. Chief Joseph, 1840-1904,
became a legend due to his heroic efforts to keep his people in their homeland in Oregon's Wallowa
Valley despite a treaty that ordered them onto a reservation in Idaho. In 1877, when the US army
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forced the Nez Percé away from their lands, Joseph led his tribe's people on a 1,500 mile, four month
flight from western Idaho across Montana, through Yellowstone National Park and Wyoming, toward
safety in Canada. During this journey, the Army attacked the Indians several times; in one battle
alone, at the Big Hole in western Montana, ninety Indian men, women, and children were killed. The
Nez Percé's flight ended at the Bear's Paw Mountains in northern Montana, just forty miles from the
safety of the Canadian border. There the Army surrounded the Nez Percé captured their horses,
killed all but two of their primary chiefs, and forced their capitulation. When Chief Joseph
surrendered to military leaders he told them: from where the sun now stands I will fight no more
forever. Promised by military commanders that they would be returned to Idaho, the Nez Percé were
instead relocated to Indian Territory in Oklahoma where many died of fever and disease. Chief
Joseph began a new fight for better conditions for his people and the right to return to their home
country. His diplomacy and eloquence won public support and ultimately resulted in the Nez Percé
return to Idaho and Washington.
  surrender speech chief joseph: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Public Speaking Laurie
Rozakis, 1999 Stresses the value of being able to speak in public and offers advice on speech
writing, handling specific types of speeches, preparing and rehearsing, overcoming stage fright, and
delivering an effective speech
  surrender speech chief joseph: Chief Joseph, Yellow Wolf and the Creation of Nez Perce
History in the Pacific Northwest Robert Ross McCoy, 2006-06-16 This work focuses on how
whites used Nez Perce history, images, activities and personalities in the production of history,
developing a regional identity into a national framework.
  surrender speech chief joseph: Saga of Chief Joseph Helen Addison Howard, 2017-12-01 In
Saga of Chief Joseph, Helen Addison Howard has written the definitive biography of the great Nez
Perce chief, a diplomat among warriors. In times of war and peace, Chief Joseph exhibited gifts of
the first rank as a leader for peace and tribal liberty. Following his people’s internment in Indian
Territory in 1877, Chief Joseph secured their release in 1885 and led them back to their home
country. Fiercely principled, he never abandoned his quest to have his country, the Wallowa Valley,
returned to its rightful owners. The struggle of the Nez Perces for the freedom they considered
paramount in life constitutes one of the most dramatic episodes in Indian history. This completely
revised edition of the author’s 1941 version (titled War Chief Joseph) presents in exciting detail the
full story of Chief Joseph, with a reevaluation of the five bands engaged in the Nez Perce War, told
from the Indian, the white military, and the settler points of view. Especially valuable is the
reappraisal, based on significant new material from Indian sources, of Joseph as a war leader. The
new introduction by Nicole Tonkovich explores the continuing relevance of Chief Joseph and the
lasting significance of Howard’s work during the era of Angie Debo, Alice Marriott, and Muriel H.
Wright.
  surrender speech chief joseph: Primary Source Fluency Activities: Expanding &
Preserving the Union Wendy Conklin, 2005-07-01 From speeches to poems and letters, this book
provides primary sources from America in the 1800s to enhance the Primary Source Readers.
Activities for each primary source teach important fluency strategies while covering key historical
people and events.
  surrender speech chief joseph: Reimagining Indians Sherry L. Smith, 2000-11-09
Reimagining Indians investigates a group of Anglo-American writers whose books about Native
Americans helped reshape Americans' understanding of Indian peoples at the turn of the twentieth
century. Hailing from the Eastern United States, these men and women traveled to the American
West and discovered exotics in their midst. Drawn to Indian cultures as alternatives to what they
found distasteful about modern American culture, these writers produced a body of work that
celebrates Indian cultures, religions, artistry, and simple humanity. Although these writers were not
academically trained ethnographers, their books represent popular versions of ethnography. In
revealing their own doubts about the superiority of European-American culture, they sought to
provide a favorable climate for Indian cultural survival in a world indisputably dominated by



non-Indians. They also encouraged notions of cultural relativism, pluralism, and tolerance in
American thought. For the historian and general reader alike, this volume speaks to broad themes of
American cultural history, Native American history, and the history of the American West.
  surrender speech chief joseph: American Indian Culture Bruce E. Johansen, 2015-09-22 This
invaluable resource provides a comprehensive historical and demographic overview of American
Indians along with more than 100 cross-referenced entries on American Indian culture, exploring
everything from arts, literature, music, and dance to food, family, housing, and spirituality. American
Indian Culture: From Counting Coup to Wampum is organized by cultural form (Arts; Family,
Education, and Community; Food; Language and Literature; Media and Popular Culture; Music and
Dance; Spirituality; and Transportation and Housing). Examples of topics covered include icons of
Native culture, such as pow wows, Indian dancing, and tipi dwellings; Native art forms such as
pottery, rock art, sandpainting, silverwork, tattooing, and totem poles; foods such as corn, frybread,
and wild rice; and Native Americans in popular culture. The extensive introductory section, breadth
of topics, accessibly written text, and range of perspectives from the many contributors make this
work a must-have resource for high school and undergraduate audiences.
  surrender speech chief joseph: American Cycle Larry Beckett, 2022-07-01 American Cycle, a
sequence of long poems inspired by our folklore and past, was written over forty-seven years. Its
themes are love, local mythology, history, justice, memory, accomplishment, time. The books are
extraordinary, sustained explosions of authentic American language and energy. Each is entirely
different from the others in style, voice, form and narrative content; each so rich in imagery and
nuance and texture and event and so finely crafted. . . —Paul Williams, author of Bob Dylan:
Performing Artist.American Cycle holds Spanish words loaned from Old California, rough
colloquialisms in Paul Bunyan, the power of African-American vernacular English in John Henry,
bare oratory in Chief Joseph, old west phrases in Wyatt Earp, circus ballyhoo in P. T. Barnum,
aviation jargon in Amelia Earhart, backwoods dialect in Blue Ridge. As Walt Whitman says, I hear
America singing, the varied carols. . .”
  surrender speech chief joseph: Hearings United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on
Interior and Insular Affairs, 1971
  surrender speech chief joseph: Hells Canyon: Snake National River United States. Congress.
Senate. Interior and Insular Affairs, 1971
  surrender speech chief joseph: Chronology of Wars John S. Bowman, 2009 Presents a
chronology of major wars in U.S. history, discussing why and how each war began, key battles, and
the results of the war.
  surrender speech chief joseph: Checking for Understanding Douglas Fisher, Nancy Frey,
2015-12-18 A teacher presents a lesson, and at the end asks students if they understand the
material. The students nod and say they get it. Later, the teacher is dismayed when many of the
students fail a test on the material. Why aren’t students getting it? And, just as important, why didn’t
the teacher recognize the problem? In Checking for Understanding, Douglas Fisher and Nancy Frey
show how to increase students’ understanding with the help of creative formative assessments.
When used regularly, formative assessments enable every teacher to determine what students know
and what they still need to learn. Fisher and Frey explore a variety of engaging activities that check
for and increase understanding, including interactive writing, portfolios, multimedia presentations,
audience response systems, and much more. This new 2nd edition of Checking for Understanding
has been updated to reflect the latest thinking in formative assessment and to show how the
concepts apply in the context of Fisher and Frey’s work on gradual release of responsibility, guided
instruction, formative assessment systems, data analysis, and quality instruction. Douglas Fisher and
Nancy Frey are the creators of the Framework for Intentional and Targeted (FIT) Teaching™. They
are also the authors of numerous ASCD books, including The Formative Assessment Action Plan:
Practical Steps to More Successful Teaching and Learning and the best-selling Enhancing RTI: How
to Ensure Success with Effective Classroom Instruction and Intervention.
  surrender speech chief joseph: Imperfect Heroes Andrew Barkley, 2022-02-20 Imperfect



Heroes is intended to help teachers flourish during challenging times. The book is written for all
educators, but especially those who seek renewal in their ability to help students learn and grow.
Included are the inspiring and motivational stories of twelve “Teaching Heroes.” Successful leaders,
writers, and artists face challenges strikingly similar to obstacles faced by teachers. Iconic
individuals often use life hardships as a springboard to achieve higher levels of effectiveness.
Teachers can do this, too. Personal, career, and relational roadblocks are universal, and much can
be learned from how heroes have turned trials into successes. The main idea of this book is that
learning about the lives of people different from ourselves can provide large benefits. The
application of ideas from new and divergent sources to our teaching practices can result in
transformative growth in our ability to help others learn. Teachers can use the hero stories
intertwined with classroom examples to gain confidence, motivate students, and renew their
commitment to making a positive contribution to the world.
  surrender speech chief joseph: Close Reading with Paired Texts Level 5 Lori Oczkus, Timothy
Rasinski, 2015-06-01 Teach fifth grade students close reading strategies that strengthen their
fluency and comprehension skills! Students will read and analyze various types of texts to get the
most out of the rich content. Their reading skills will improve as they answer text-dependent
questions, compare and contrast texts, and learn to use close reading strategies on their own! The
lessons are designed to make close reading strategies accessible, interactive, grade appropriate, and
fun. The lesson plans are easy to follow, and offer a practical model built on research-based
comprehension and fluency strategies.
  surrender speech chief joseph: Close Reading with Paired Texts Level 5: Engaging Lessons to
Improve Comprehension Oczkus, Lori, 2017-03-01 Prepare fifth grade students for college and
career readiness with this content-packed resource. Authored by Lori Oczkus and Timothy Rasinski,
this resource includes 12 units across the four content areas of language arts, science, social
studies, and mathematics. Each unit incorporates close reading, paired fiction and nonfiction text
passages, text-dependent questions, comparing and contrasting text, and hands-on activities to unify
each week's worth of lessons. Differentiation and reciprocal teaching strategies and assessment
options are also included within each unit to tailor to multiple intelligences and monitor students'
progress.
  surrender speech chief joseph: Jacob's Ladder Reading Comprehension Program Joyce
VanTassel-Baska, Tamra Stambaugh, 2021-09-03 The Jacob's Ladder Reading Comprehension
Program: Nonfiction targets reading comprehension skills in high-ability learners by moving
students through an inquiry process from basic understanding to critical analyses of texts using a
field-tested method developed by the Center for Gifted Education at William & Mary. Students in
grade 3 will be able to comprehend and analyze any nonfiction reading passage after completing the
activities in this book. Using skill ladders connected to individual readings related to essays, articles,
comparison documents, infographics, and other nonfiction texts, students move from lower order,
concrete thinking skills to higher order, critical thinking skills. All of the books, geared to increasing
grade levels, include high-interest readings, ladders to increase reading skill development, and
easy-to-implement instructions. The ladders include multiple skills necessary for academic success,
covering language arts standards such as sequencing, cause and effect, classification, making
generalizations, inference, understanding emotion, using and thinking about words, and recognizing
themes and concepts. Optional Student Workbook Packs In addition to this teacher's guide,
companion student workbooks are available for Science and Math, Social Studies, and
Fiction/Nonfiction Comparisons. The student workbooks feature ample room for student responses
and notes, make reviewing and providing feedback on student work easier than ever, provide
students with an easy-to-use reference to use during discussions, and save time, as there is no need
to reproduce student handouts. Grade 3
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control or possession of something or oneself, typically in response to a superior force, authority, or
circumstance. "The defeated army was forced to surrender and
What does Surrender mean? - Surrender is the act of giving up, abandoning, or relinquishing
control, authority, or possession of something, especially in response to a superior force, power, or
circumstance
SURRENDER Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster relinquish, yield, resign, surrender,
abandon, waive mean to give up completely. relinquish usually does not imply strong feeling but may
suggest some regret, reluctance, or weakness
SURRENDER | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary SURRENDER definition: 1. to stop
fighting and admit defeat: 2. If you surrender to an experience or emotion, you stop. Learn more
SURRENDER Definition & Meaning | Surrender definition: to yield (something) to the possession
or power of another; deliver up possession of on demand or under duress.. See examples of
SURRENDER used in a sentence
Surrender - definition of surrender by The Free Dictionary 1. to deliver up or yield (something)
to the possession or power of another on demand or under duress: to surrender the fort to the
enemy. 2. to give (oneself) up, as to the police. 3. to give
surrender - Wiktionary, the free dictionary   surrender (countable and uncountable, plural
surrenders) An act of surrendering, submission into the possession of another; abandonment,



resignation. The yielding or delivery
SURRENDER - Definition & Translations | Collins English Dictionary Discover everything
about the word "SURRENDER" in English: meanings, translations, synonyms, pronunciations,
examples, and grammar insights - all in one comprehensive guide
surrender - Dictionary of English surrender /səˈrɛndə/ vb (transitive) to relinquish to the control
or possession of another under duress or on demand: to surrender a city (transitive) to relinquish or
forego (an office, position,
Surrender Definition & Meaning | Britannica Dictionary SURRENDER meaning: 1 : to agree to
stop fighting, hiding, resisting, etc., because you know that you will not win or succeed often + to; 2
: to give the control or use of (something) to someone
Surrender - Definition, Meaning, Synonyms & Etymology To yield, give up, or relinquish
control or possession of something or oneself, typically in response to a superior force, authority, or
circumstance. "The defeated army was forced to surrender
What does Surrender mean? - Surrender is the act of giving up, abandoning, or relinquishing
control, authority, or possession of something, especially in response to a superior force, power, or
circumstance
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