
susan b anthony women's suffrage speech

susan b anthony women's suffrage speech remains one of the most iconic and influential addresses in the history
of the American women's rights movement. Delivered in the late 19th century, this speech encapsulates the
fervent demand for women's suffrage and the broader struggle for gender equality. Susan B. Anthony, a
pioneering activist and advocate, used her oratory skills to challenge societal norms and legal barriers that
denied women the right to vote. The speech not only galvanized supporters but also laid a foundation for
future legislative successes. Understanding the context, content, and legacy of the susan b anthony women's
suffrage speech provides valuable insight into the progress of women's rights in the United States. This article
explores the background of the speech, its key themes, rhetorical strategies, and its lasting impact on the
suffrage movement and American society.
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Historical Context of Susan B. Anthony’s Speech

The susan b anthony women's suffrage speech was delivered during a pivotal time in American history when the
fight for women's voting rights was intensifying. Born in 1820, Susan B. Anthony became a central figure in the
women's suffrage movement, dedicating decades to activism. The speech was given in the late 1800s, a period
marked by post-Civil War reconstruction and growing political awareness among marginalized groups. During
this era, women were legally excluded from voting, reflecting broader societal views on gender roles and
citizenship.

Anthony’s speech responded directly to these exclusions, emphasizing the injustice of denying women political
participation. It was delivered in various venues, including public meetings and conventions, to audiences
comprising both supporters and skeptics of women's suffrage. The speech underscored the failure of the legal
system to recognize women's rights as citizens under the Constitution, particularly in light of the 14th and
15th Amendments, which addressed citizenship and voting rights for African American men but excluded women.

Political and Social Climate of the Era

At the time of the speech, the United States was grappling with Reconstruction, industrialization, and social
reform movements. The women's suffrage movement was gaining momentum alongside abolitionism and temperance
campaigns. However, women faced significant opposition from political leaders, social conservatives, and even
some reformers who believed that women's roles should remain confined to the domestic sphere.

The speech emerged as a powerful articulation of the demand for equal voting rights, challenging the prevailing
beliefs and advocating for constitutional amendments to enfranchise women. Anthony’s activism was part of a
broader strategy to pressure legislators and sway public opinion.

Key Themes in the Susan B. Anthony Women’s Suffrage Speech

The susan b anthony women's suffrage speech is rich with themes that highlight the injustice and urgency of



granting women the right to vote. Central to the speech is the assertion of women's inherent rights as citizens
and their entitlement to full political participation. Anthony frames suffrage as not merely a privilege but a
fundamental right necessary for equality and justice.

Equality and Citizenship

Anthony stresses that women, as citizens, should enjoy the same rights as men, especially the right to vote. She
argues that the Constitution guarantees these rights universally, and the exclusion of women is a violation
of this principle. This theme challenges the legal and societal norms that treated women as second-class
citizens.

Justice and Moral Obligation

The speech appeals to the moral conscience of the nation, urging recognition of the injustice against women.
Anthony positions suffrage as a matter of justice rather than charity, emphasizing that denying women the
vote perpetuates inequality and undermines democratic ideals.

Political Participation as Empowerment

Anthony highlights the importance of women's participation in governance to influence laws and policies that
affect their lives. The speech underscores that enfranchisement would empower women to contribute
meaningfully to society and promote reforms beneficial to families and communities.

Rhetorical Techniques and Impact

In the susan b anthony women's suffrage speech, Anthony employs a range of rhetorical strategies to persuade
her audience and create a compelling argument for women's voting rights. Her eloquence, logical reasoning, and
emotional appeals work together to challenge skeptics and motivate supporters.

Use of Logical Argumentation

Anthony systematically deconstructs the legal and constitutional arguments against women's suffrage,
pointing out contradictions and inconsistencies. She references the Constitution and historical precedents to
support her claims, making a reasoned case for enfranchisement based on law and justice.

Emotional Appeals and Moral Persuasion

The speech also invokes empathy by highlighting the hardships women face due to disenfranchisement. Anthony
appeals to the audience's sense of fairness, urging them to recognize the human cost of exclusion and
discrimination.

Repetition and Emphasis

Anthony uses repetition strategically to reinforce key points and create a memorable message. Phrases
emphasizing “rights,” “justice,” and “equality” recur throughout the speech, underscoring their importance and
ensuring they resonate with listeners.



Legacy and Influence on the Women’s Suffrage Movement

The susan b anthony women's suffrage speech had a profound and lasting impact on the movement for women's
voting rights in the United States. It helped to articulate a clear and persuasive argument that inspired
activists and influenced public opinion. Anthony’s speech became a foundational text for suffrage advocates
and was instrumental in mobilizing support for the 19th Amendment, which was ratified in 1920, granting women
the right to vote.

Mobilizing Support and Advocacy

The speech energized activists and provided a rallying point for suffrage organizations across the country. It
was often quoted and referenced in campaigns, meetings, and publications dedicated to women's rights, helping
to unify the movement's message and objectives.

Influence on Legislation and Public Policy

Anthony’s arguments contributed to the gradual shift in legislative attitudes toward women's suffrage.
Lawmakers who heard her speak or read her writings were challenged to reconsider their positions, facilitating
incremental legal victories that eventually culminated in national enfranchisement.

Notable Excerpts from the Speech

Several passages from the susan b anthony women's suffrage speech have become emblematic of the struggle for
women’s rights. These excerpts exemplify her powerful advocacy and the core messages of the movement.

"Men, their rights, and nothing more; women, their rights, and nothing less." This succinctly captures the
demand for equal rights without compromise.

"The ballot is the emblem of your equality, women of America; the guarantee of your liberty." Here,
Anthony links voting rights directly to freedom and equality.

"Failure is impossible." This confident assertion reflects Anthony’s unwavering belief in the eventual
success of the suffrage movement.

"We ask that women be enfranchised because they are citizens, and therefore entitled to all the rights of
citizenship." This statement reinforces the constitutional basis for suffrage.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Susan B. Anthony?

Susan B. Anthony was a prominent American social reformer and women's rights activist who played a pivotal
role in the women's suffrage movement.

What is Susan B. Anthony's women's suffrage speech about?

Susan B. Anthony's women's suffrage speech advocates for women's right to vote, emphasizing equality,
justice, and the importance of women's participation in democracy.



When and where did Susan B. Anthony deliver her famous suffrage speech?

Susan B. Anthony delivered many speeches, but one notable speech was given in 1873 during her trial for voting
illegally in the 1872 presidential election in Rochester, New York.

What was the impact of Susan B. Anthony's women's suffrage speech?

Her speeches galvanized support for women's voting rights and helped lay the groundwork for the eventual
passage of the 19th Amendment, granting women the right to vote.

What arguments did Susan B. Anthony make in her women's suffrage speech?

She argued that denying women the vote was unconstitutional, unjust, and contrary to the principles of
democracy and equality enshrined in the U.S. Constitution.

How did Susan B. Anthony's speech influence the women's suffrage movement?

Her speeches mobilized activists, raised public awareness, and challenged legal and societal norms, significantly
advancing the cause of women's suffrage.

Are there any famous quotes from Susan B. Anthony's women's suffrage
speech?

Yes, one famous quote is: 'Failure is impossible,' expressing her unwavering belief in the eventual success of
women's suffrage.

Why was Susan B. Anthony arrested related to her suffrage speech?

She was arrested for voting illegally in 1872, an act she justified in speeches by asserting women's
constitutional right to vote, which led to her trial and further public attention.

Where can I find the full text of Susan B. Anthony's women's suffrage
speech?

The full text is available in historical archives, libraries, and online resources such as the Library of Congress
website and various women's history educational sites.

Additional Resources
1. Votes for Women: The Life and Legacy of Susan B. Anthony
This biography explores the extraordinary life of Susan B. Anthony, highlighting her pivotal role in the women's
suffrage movement. It delves into her speeches, activism, and the challenges she faced while fighting for women's
right to vote. Readers gain insight into the historical context and the enduring impact of her work on gender
equality.

2. Words That Changed the World: Susan B. Anthony’s Speeches on Women’s Suffrage
This book compiles some of Susan B. Anthony’s most powerful speeches, providing analysis and historical
background. It showcases how her eloquence and determination inspired a generation of activists. The
collection emphasizes the rhetorical strategies she used to advocate for women's voting rights.

3. The Woman’s Hour: The Great Fight to Win the Vote
Focusing on the final push for the 19th Amendment, this book details the struggles and triumphs of Susan B.
Anthony and her contemporaries. It provides a vivid narrative of the suffrage movement’s climax, including key



speeches and political battles. The book highlights the collective effort required to secure women’s suffrage in
the United States.

4. Rebel for Equality: Susan B. Anthony and the Women's Suffrage Movement
This work examines Anthony’s radical approach to social reform and her unwavering commitment to equality.
It explores her speeches as tools of resistance against societal norms. The book also discusses how her
activism influenced later feminist movements.

5. A Voice for Justice: The Speeches and Writings of Susan B. Anthony
This collection features a broad selection of Anthony’s speeches and writings, including her most famous
suffrage addresses. It provides commentary on the significance of her words in the broader context of civil
rights. Readers can trace the evolution of her ideas and rhetoric through this comprehensive anthology.

6. Breaking Barriers: The Fight for Women’s Suffrage in America
This historical account covers the entire women’s suffrage movement with a focus on key figures like Susan B.
Anthony. It highlights her speeches as pivotal moments that galvanized public support. The book also explores
the opposition and legal battles that shaped the movement’s trajectory.

7. Trailblazer: Susan B. Anthony’s Role in the Women’s Rights Movement
This biography centers on Anthony’s leadership and strategic use of public speaking to advance women’s rights.
It provides detailed accounts of her most influential speeches and their reception by audiences and opponents
alike. The narrative underscores her legacy as a trailblazer for gender equality.

8. Her Voice, Her Vote: The Story of Susan B. Anthony and Women's Suffrage
This book presents a narrative of Susan B. Anthony’s life through the lens of her advocacy speeches. It
highlights how her voice became a symbol of the struggle for women’s suffrage. The text also addresses the
social and political context that framed her activism.

9. Empowered Words: The Rhetoric of Susan B. Anthony and the Suffrage Movement
Focusing on the language and persuasive techniques used by Susan B. Anthony, this book analyzes her speeches
in depth. It discusses how her rhetoric helped shift public opinion and build momentum for women’s voting rights.
The book is ideal for readers interested in the intersection of speech and social change.
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speeches. Aligned with curriculum standards, these narrative-nonfiction books also highlight key
21st Century content: Global Awareness, Media Literacy, and Civic Literacy. Thought-provoking
content and hands-on activities encourage critical thinking. Book includes a table of contents,
glossary of key words, index, author biography, sidebars, and timeline.
  susan b anthony women s suffrage speech: Susan B. Anthony Rebecca Sjonger, 2019 In an
era when women worldwide had few rights and could not vote, Susan B. Anthony risked her freedom
and reputation by advocating for women's suffrage in the United States. This engaging title analyzes
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persons. Additional material encourages readers to compare this speech to works by Sojourner
Truth, as well as more modern women's rights advocates.
  susan b anthony women s suffrage speech: Lend Me Your Ears William Safire, 2004-10-05
A compendium of more than two hundred classic and modern speeches includes Orson Welles
eulogizing Darryl F. Zanuck, George Patton exhorting his D-Day troops, King Edward VIII abdicating
his throne, and the never-delivered speech John F. Kennedy was scheduled to give in Dallas.
  susan b anthony women s suffrage speech: Standing Before Us Dorothy May Emerson,
June Edwards, Helene Knox, 2000 Letters, essays, stories, speeches and poems by women who were
social reformers from 1776 to 1936.
  susan b anthony women s suffrage speech: The Life and Work of Susan B. Anthony Ida
Husted Harper, 1898 A biography of Susan B. Anthony, plus a great deal of information about the
19th century women's suffrage movement.
  susan b anthony women s suffrage speech: Speech of Susan B. Anthony to the Convention of
the National American Woman Suffrage Association, January 1896 , 1902
  susan b anthony women s suffrage speech: Seneca Falls and the Origins of the Women's
Rights Movement Sally McMillen, 2009-09-08 In a quiet town of Seneca Falls, New York, over the
course of two days in July, 1848, a small group of women and men, led by Elizabeth Cady Stanton
and Lucretia Mott, held a convention that would launch the woman's rights movement and change
the course of history. The implications of that remarkable convention would be felt around the world
and indeed are still being felt today. In Seneca Falls and the Origins of the Woman's Rights
Movement, the latest contribution to Oxford's acclaimed Pivotal Moments in American History
series, Sally McMillen unpacks, for the first time, the full significance of that revolutionary
convention and the enormous changes it produced. The book covers 50 years of women's activism,
from 1840-1890, focusing on four extraordinary figures--Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Lucy
Stone, and Susan B. Anthony. McMillen tells the stories of their lives, how they came to take up the
cause of women's rights, the astonishing advances they made during their lifetimes, and the lasting
and transformative effects of the work they did. At the convention they asserted full equality with
men, argued for greater legal rights, greater professional and education opportunities, and the right
to vote--ideas considered wildly radical at the time. Indeed, looking back at the convention two years
later, Anthony called it the grandest and greatest reform of all time--and destined to be thus
regarded by the future historian. In this lively and warmly written study, Sally McMillen may well be
the future historian Anthony was hoping to find. A vibrant portrait of a major turning point in
American women's history, and in human history, this book is essential reading for anyone wishing
to fully understand the origins of the woman's rights movement.
  susan b anthony women s suffrage speech: The Case for Woman Suffrage Margaret Ladd
Franklin, 1913
  susan b anthony women s suffrage speech: The Susan B. Anthony Amendment Relative to
Woman Suffrage Christie Benet, 1918
  susan b anthony women s suffrage speech: Life and Work of Susan B. Anthony Ida
Husted Harper, 1908
  susan b anthony women s suffrage speech: Text-Dependent Questions, Grades 6-12
Douglas Fisher, Nancy Frey, Heather Anderson, Marisol Thayre, 2014-09-02 Fisher & Frey’s answer
to close and critical reading No doubt since the cave paintings of prehistoric times, humans have
asked questions to make sense of the message. So what could possibly be new about posing
questions about text? Plenty . . . and with TDQ, Doug Fisher and Nancy Frey reveal it all. After one
quick read, you will have learned all the very best ways to use text-dependent questions as scaffolds
during close reading . . . and the big understandings they can yield, especially when executed the
Fisher and Frey way. But that’s just for starters. Fisher and Frey also include illustrative video,
actual texts and questions, examples from across content areas, and an online professional learning
guide, making the two volumes of TDQ a potent professional development tool across all of K-12. The
genius of TDQ is the way Fisher and Frey break down the process into four cognitive pathways that



help teachers organize the journey through a text and frame an extended discussion around it. Step
by step, this approach ensures that in every close reading lesson, students are guided to consider
explicit and implied meanings, and deeply analyze and appreciate various aspects of a text,
especially those that may be challenging or confusing. Here’s how the four inter-related processes
play out, with every why and every how answered: What does the text say? (general understandings
and key details) How does the text work? (vocabulary, structure, and author’s craft) What does the
text mean? (logical inferences and intertextual connections) What does the text inspire you to do?
(write, investigate, present, debate) The cool thing? These questions ignite students’ engagement
and discussion because they strategically lead students to a place of understanding where explicit
and implied meanings and interpretations can be debated. Far from being overly literal or
teacher-led, the questioning framework Fisher and Frey advance enhances the quality of student
talk and idea-generation. All in all, there’s no better resource to cultivate students’ capacity for
independent reading and incisive thinking. Longtime collaborators and recipients of numerous
teaching and leadership awards, DOUGLAS FISHER and NANCY FREY are Professors of Educational
Leadership at San Diego State University as well as teacher leaders at Health Sciences High &
Middle College.
  susan b anthony women s suffrage speech: Speech of Susan B. Anthony to the Senate
Committee on Woman Suffrage, March 7, 1884 , 1902
  susan b anthony women s suffrage speech: Phi Delta Phi Quarterly , 1911
  susan b anthony women s suffrage speech: The Brief , 1911
  susan b anthony women s suffrage speech: Twenty Thousand Roads Virginia Scharff, 2003
Virginia Scharff's wonderfully readable account of women in motion complicates and enriches our
understanding of the nineteenth and twentieth century Wests. Her gendered remapping of the
regional landscape explodes traditional notions of western movement. All students of women and
gender, travel and place, the West and America, would do well to read this excellent book.--David M.
Wrobel, author of Promised Lands: Promotion, Memory, and the Creation of the American West
Virginia Scharff claims for women what has long been central to the masculine mythology of the
West--free movement and its many gifts, real and imagined. Her book is as exhilarating and as
intellectually and emotionally expansive as our enduring dream of flight across the American
land.--Elliott West, author of The Contested Plains: Indians, Goldseekers, & the Rush to Colorado
Brilliant is not a word that is often a part of my critical vocabulary, but brilliantly is how Twenty
Thousand Roads begins. When writing of Sacagawea and Susan Magoffin, Virginia Scharff shows
vividly how a single life can be a source of sophisticated cultural analysis without becoming an
academic artifact or an object of condescension.--Richard White, author of It's Your Misfortune and
None of My Own: A New History of the American West
  susan b anthony women s suffrage speech: Sex and Citizenship in Antebellum America
Nancy Isenberg, 2000-11-09 With this book, Nancy Isenberg illuminates the origins of the women’s
rights movement. Rather than herald the singular achievements of the 1848 Seneca Falls
convention, she examines the confluence of events and ideas — before and after 1848 — that, in her
view, marked the real birth of feminism. Drawing on a wide range of sources, she demonstrates that
women’s rights activists of the antebellum era crafted a coherent feminist critique of church, state,
and family. In addition, Isenberg shows, they developed a rich theoretical tradition that influenced
not only subsequent strains of feminist thought but also ideas about the nature of citizenship and
rights more generally. By focusing on rights discourse and political theory, Isenberg moves beyond a
narrow focus on suffrage. Democracy was in the process of being redefined in antebellum America
by controversies over such volatile topics as fugitive slave laws, temperance, Sabbath laws, capital
punishment, prostitution, the Mexican War, married women’s property rights, and labor reform — all
of which raised significant legal and constitutional questions. These pressing concerns, debated in
women’s rights conventions and the popular press, were inseparable from the gendered meaning of
nineteenth-century citizenship.
  susan b anthony women s suffrage speech: Woman Lillian Faderman, 2022-03-15 A



comprehensive history of the struggle to define womanhood in America, from the seventeenth to the
twenty-first century “An intelligently provocative, vital reading experience. . . . This highly readable,
inclusive, and deeply researched book will appeal to scholars of women and gender studies as well
as anyone seeking to understand the historical patterns that misogyny has etched across every era
of American culture.”—Kirkus Reviews “A comprehensive and lucid overview of the ongoing
campaign to free women from ‘the tyranny of old notions.’”—Publishers Weekly What does it mean
to be a “woman” in America? Award-winning gender and sexuality scholar Lillian Faderman traces
the evolution of the meaning from Puritan ideas of God’s plan for women to the sexual revolution of
the 1960s and its reversals to the impact of such recent events as #metoo, the appointment of Amy
Coney Barrett to the Supreme Court, the election of Kamala Harris as vice president, and the
transgender movement. This wide-ranging 400-year history chronicles conflicts, retreats, defeats,
and hard-won victories in both the private and the public sectors and shines a light on the
often-overlooked battles of enslaved women and women leaders in tribal nations. Noting that every
attempt to cement a particular definition of “woman” has been met with resistance, Faderman also
shows that successful challenges to the status quo are often short-lived. As she underlines, the idea
of womanhood in America continues to be contested.
  susan b anthony women s suffrage speech: Women Who Changed the World Candice
Goucher, 2022-01-24 This indispensable reference work provides readers with the tools to reimagine
world history through the lens of women's lived experiences. Learning how women changed the
world will change the ways the world looks at the past. Women Who Changed the World: Their
Lives, Challenges, and Accomplishments through History features 200 biographies of notable women
and offers readers an opportunity to explore the global past from a gendered perspective. The
women featured in this four-volume set cover the full sweep of history, from our ancestral forbearer
Lucy to today's tennis phenoms Venus and Serena Williams. Every walk of life is represented in
these pages, from powerful monarchs and politicians to talented artists and writers, from inquisitive
scientists to outspoken activists. Each biography follows a standardized format, recounting the
woman's life and accomplishments, discussing the challenges she faced within her particular time
and place in history, and exploring the lasting legacy she left. A chronological listing of biographies
makes it easy for readers to zero in on particular time periods, while a further reading list at the end
of each essay serves as a gateway to further exploration and study. High-interest sidebars
accompany many of the biographies, offering more nuanced glimpses into the lives of these
fascinating women.
  susan b anthony women s suffrage speech: Monthly Bulletin of Books Added to the
Public Library of the City of Boston Boston Public Library, 1898
  susan b anthony women s suffrage speech: Monthly bulletin of books added to the
Public Library of the City of Boston , 1898
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