sustainable development columbia phd

sustainable development columbia phd programs represent a critical pathway for scholars
aiming to contribute to global environmental, social, and economic sustainability. Columbia
University offers a distinguished PhD program focused on sustainable development, designed to
equip researchers with advanced knowledge and interdisciplinary skills to address complex
sustainability challenges. This article explores the structure, research opportunities, faculty
expertise, and career prospects associated with the sustainable development PhD at Columbia. It
also highlights the program’s unique features, including its integration with international
sustainability initiatives and access to Columbia’s extensive academic resources. Prospective
students will gain insight into admission requirements, curriculum details, and the broader impact of
doctoral research in sustainable development. The discussion further covers the role of sustainable
development in shaping policy and innovation globally, emphasizing the importance of Columbia’s
program in advancing these efforts.
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Overview of the Sustainable Development Columbia
PhD Program

The sustainable development Columbia PhD program is designed to foster interdisciplinary research
and scholarship that addresses critical sustainability challenges at local, national, and global levels.
Situated within Columbia University’s Earth Institute and affiliated departments, the program
emphasizes rigorous academic training coupled with practical applications in policy, science, and
community development. Candidates are encouraged to integrate theories and methodologies from
social sciences, natural sciences, and engineering to develop innovative solutions for sustainable
development. The program supports a diverse cohort of students committed to advancing
sustainability through research, policy analysis, and leadership.

Program Objectives

The primary objectives of the sustainable development Columbia PhD program include producing
original research that contributes to sustainable development theory and practice, training scholars



capable of interdisciplinary collaboration, and preparing graduates for leadership roles in academia,
government, and international organizations. The program aims to bridge gaps between
environmental sustainability, economic development, and social equity by fostering a comprehensive
understanding of these interconnected domains.

Research Areas and Faculty Expertise

Research within the sustainable development Columbia PhD program spans a wide array of topics,
reflecting the multifaceted nature of sustainability challenges. Faculty members bring expertise
from various disciplines, ensuring students receive mentorship aligned with their research interests.
The program encourages exploration of emerging issues such as climate change mitigation,
biodiversity conservation, sustainable urbanization, renewable energy, and social justice.

Key Research Themes

e Climate Change Adaptation and Mitigation

e Environmental Policy and Governance

e Sustainable Urban Development and Planning
e Natural Resource Management

e Energy Systems and Renewable Technologies
e Social Equity and Environmental Justice

¢ Global Health and Sustainability

Faculty Mentorship

Columbia’s faculty involved in the sustainable development PhD program are leaders in their
respective fields, offering students access to cutting-edge research networks and interdisciplinary
collaborations. Faculty members often work with international bodies and contribute to global
sustainability agendas, providing students with valuable perspectives on policy and practice.
Mentorship includes guidance on research design, publication, grant writing, and professional
development.

Curriculum and Academic Requirements

The curriculum for the sustainable development Columbia PhD program is structured to provide a
solid foundation in both theoretical and applied aspects of sustainability. Students undertake
coursework in core areas such as sustainability science, quantitative methods, policy analysis, and



ethics, complemented by electives that align with individual research goals. The program also
requires comprehensive exams and a dissertation that contributes original knowledge to the field.

Core Coursework

e Foundations of Sustainable Development

Quantitative Methods for Sustainability Research

e Environmental Economics and Policy

Social Dimensions of Sustainability

Scientific Communication and Ethics

Dissertation and Research Expectations

PhD candidates are expected to conduct independent, original research culminating in a dissertation
that advances understanding of sustainable development challenges. The dissertation process
includes proposal development, research execution, writing, and defense before a faculty committee.
Students are encouraged to publish their findings in peer-reviewed journals and present at academic
conferences to contribute to the global sustainability discourse.

Admission Criteria and Application Process

Admission to the sustainable development Columbia PhD program is competitive, requiring
applicants to demonstrate strong academic credentials, relevant research experience, and a clear
commitment to sustainable development issues. The program seeks candidates with interdisciplinary
interests who can benefit from Columbia’s diverse academic environment. Applicants must submit
transcripts, letters of recommendation, a statement of purpose, and standardized test scores where
applicable.

Application Components

¢ Academic Transcripts and GPA
e Statement of Purpose Detailing Research Interests
e Letters of Recommendation from Academic or Professional References

¢ GRE Scores (if required)



e Resume or Curriculum Vitae

e Proof of English Proficiency for International Applicants

Selection Criteria

Successful applicants typically have demonstrated research potential in sustainability-related fields,
strong analytical and writing skills, and a clear alignment between their research goals and the
program’s offerings. The admissions committee evaluates each candidate’s capacity to contribute to
and benefit from the interdisciplinary research community at Columbia.

Career Opportunities and Impact

Graduates of the sustainable development Columbia PhD program pursue diverse career paths
across academia, government agencies, non-governmental organizations, international institutions,
and the private sector. The program’s emphasis on interdisciplinary research and practical
applications equips graduates to influence policy, lead sustainability initiatives, and drive innovation
in environmental and social governance.

Potential Career Paths

e University Faculty and Researchers

e Environmental Policy Analysts and Advisors
 Sustainability Consultants for Corporations and NGOs

e Project Managers for International Development Agencies
e Leaders in Renewable Energy and Green Technology Firms

e Advocates for Environmental Justice and Community Development

Contributions to Global Sustainability

PhD graduates contribute to shaping sustainable development policies and practices worldwide by
generating evidence-based research, advising policymakers, and collaborating with diverse
stakeholders. Their work supports the advancement of the United Nations Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) and promotes resilient, equitable, and sustainable societies.



Resources and Collaborative Opportunities

Columbia University provides extensive resources to support sustainable development PhD
candidates, including access to interdisciplinary research centers, funding opportunities, and global
networks. The program encourages collaboration across departments and with external partners to
enhance the scope and impact of doctoral research.

Research Centers and Institutes

e The Earth Institute
¢ Center for Sustainable Development
¢ Columbia Climate School

¢ International Research Initiatives

Funding and Fellowships

Students may access various fellowships, research assistantships, and grants to support their
academic work. Columbia’s commitment to sustainable development includes financial aid packages
and opportunities to participate in funded projects that align with students’ research interests.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key research areas in sustainable development
for PhD programs in Colombia?

Key research areas include renewable energy, biodiversity conservation, sustainable agriculture,
climate change mitigation, and socio-economic development policies tailored to Colombia's unique
ecosystems and communities.

Which universities in Colombia offer PhD programs focused
on sustainable development?

Prominent universities offering PhD programs in sustainable development or related fields include
Universidad Nacional de Colombia, Universidad de los Andes, and Universidad del Valle.

How does a PhD in sustainable development contribute to



Colombia's environmental policies?

PhD research provides scientific insights and innovative solutions that inform policy-making, helping
Colombia address environmental challenges such as deforestation, water management, and
sustainable urban development.

What funding opportunities are available for PhD students
pursuing sustainable development studies in Colombia?

Funding options include scholarships from Colciencias (now Minciencias), university grants,
international organizations, and partnerships with environmental NGOs focused on sustainable
development projects.

How can a PhD in sustainable development from Colombia
impact global sustainability efforts?

Graduates contribute region-specific knowledge and solutions that can be adapted globally, fostering
international collaboration on sustainability challenges such as climate change, conservation, and
equitable resource management.

Additional Resources

1. Sustainable Development in Colombia: Challenges and Opportunities

This book explores the unique sustainability challenges faced by Colombia, including deforestation,
urbanization, and social inequality. It provides a comprehensive analysis of national policies and
grassroots initiatives aimed at promoting sustainable development. The text is particularly valuable
for PhD students interested in environmental policy and regional development within Colombia.

2. PhD Research Methods for Sustainable Development in Latin America

Designed for doctoral candidates, this book offers methodological guidance tailored to sustainability
studies in Latin America, with a focus on Colombia. It covers qualitative and quantitative research
techniques, case study approaches, and ethical considerations. The book is an essential resource for
PhD students planning rigorous and impactful research projects on sustainable development.

3. Colombia’s Path to Green Growth: A Sustainable Development Perspective

Focusing on Colombia’s economic transformation, this title examines how green growth strategies
contribute to sustainable development objectives. It analyzes sectors such as agriculture, energy,
and tourism, highlighting successful policies and areas needing improvement. Scholars and
policymakers alike will find insights into balancing economic growth with environmental
stewardship.

4. Environmental Justice and Sustainable Development in Colombia

This book delves into the intersection of social equity and environmental sustainability in Colombia.
It addresses issues such as indigenous rights, resource distribution, and community participation in
development projects. The text is crucial for understanding how sustainable development can be
inclusive and just within the Colombian context.

5. Urban Sustainability and Planning: Case Studies from Colombia



Offering a detailed look at urban environments, this book presents case studies of sustainable urban
planning initiatives across Colombian cities. Topics include transportation, waste management, and
green infrastructure. It serves as a practical guide for PhD students researching urban sustainability
challenges and solutions.

6. Climate Change Adaptation and Mitigation in Colombia

This book provides a comprehensive overview of Colombia’s strategies to address climate change
through adaptation and mitigation efforts. It evaluates national policies, international agreements,
and community-level actions. The work is indispensable for researchers focusing on climate
resilience in developing countries.

7. Natural Resource Management and Sustainable Development in Colombia

Focusing on Colombia’s rich biodiversity and natural resources, this book examines how sustainable
management practices can support long-term development. It includes discussions on mining,
forestry, and water resources management. The content is relevant for PhD students studying
environmental sustainability and resource economics.

8. Social Movements and Sustainable Development in Colombia

This title investigates the role of social movements in advancing sustainable development goals in
Colombia. It highlights grassroots activism, policy advocacy, and community-led environmental
projects. The book is valuable for understanding the social dynamics that influence sustainable
development outcomes.

9. Policy Frameworks for Sustainable Development in Colombia: A Critical Analysis

This book critically assesses Colombia’s policy environment regarding sustainable development,
identifying gaps and opportunities for reform. It reviews national strategies, legal frameworks, and
institutional roles. PhD students and policymakers will benefit from its in-depth evaluation and
forward-looking recommendations.
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sustainable development columbia phd: Strengthening Sustainability Programs and
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at academic institutions. They can also serve as a guide for students to select academic programs
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and potential career options, a reference for employers to understand qualifications of graduates,
and the foundation for a potential specialized accreditation for interdisciplinary sustainability
programs. The growing demand for well-qualified sustainability professionals within the public,
private, and nonprofit sectors also points to the value of developing core competencies.
Strengthening Sustainability Programs and Curricula at the Undergraduate and Graduate Levels
provides expert insights for strengthening the emerging discipline of sustainability in higher
education in the United States. This report describes the local, national, and global landscape
related to sustainability education; examines the history and current status of sustainability
education programs in the United States and globally; discusses employment prospects for
sustainability graduates in terms of the opportunities and the skills that employers seek; and
addresses diversity, equity, and inclusion in sustainability-related education and employment.

sustainable development columbia phd: Rethinking Education for Sustainable Development
Radhika Iyengar, Ozge Karadag Caman, 2022-10-20 This book explores how education can be used
as a tool to promote sustainability practices as the world faces huge challenges related to climate
change and public health. The chapters consider all types of literacy approaches that fall under the
umbrella of Education for Sustainable Development (ESD). These approaches include scientific
literacy, ecological literacy, health literacy, education on climate change and climate resilience,
environmental education and others linking education, global health, and the environment more
broadly. “Education” is used in the widest sense to incorporate non-formal, informal and
formal/school settings. This volume will help to bring these interconnected areas together and
interrogate their research methods, assumptions, field-based application and their policy potential.
Taking a critical approach to ESD, the book suggests new pedagogies, tools, and technologies to
strengthen the way we educate about sustainability issues and go beyond the current thinking about
ESD. The book includes a foreword by Jeffrey Sachs, Director of the Center for Sustainable
Development at Columbia University, USA.

sustainable development columbia phd: Peterson's Graduate Programs in the Social
Sciences 2011 Peterson's, 2011-07-01 Peterson's Graduate Programs in the Social Sciences contains
a wealth of information on colleges and universities that offer graduate work in Area & Cultural
Studies; Communication & Media; Conflict Resolution & Mediation/Peace Studies; Criminology &
Forensics; Economics; Family & Consumer Sciences; Geography; Military & Defense Studies;
Political Science & International Affairs; Psychology & Counseling; Public, Regional, & Industrial
Affairs; Social Sciences; and Sociology, Anthropology, & Archaeology. Institutions listed include
those in the United States, Canada, and abroad that are accredited by U.S. accrediting agencies.
Up-to-date data, collected through Peterson's Annual Survey of Graduate and Professional
Institutions, provides valuable information on degree offerings, professional accreditation, jointly
offered degrees, part-time and evening/weekend programs, postbaccalaureate distance degrees,
faculty, students, degree requirements, entrance requirements, expenses, financial support, faculty
research, and unit head and application contact information. Readers will find helpful links to
in-depth descriptions that offer additional detailed information about a specific program or
department, faculty members and their research, and much more. In addition, there are valuable
articles on financial assistance, the graduate admissions process, advice for international and
minority students, and facts about accreditation, with a current list of accrediting agencies.

sustainable development columbia phd: Learning from the World ]J. Colombano, A. Shah,
2016-01-08 In this far-ranging and provocative volume, Joe Colombano and Aniket Shah provide
global perspectives on the most significant challenges facing modern America, seeking to inspire
new ideas to redevelop America.

sustainable development columbia phd: Improving Doctoral Education and Research
Development for Sustainability Tariq, Muhammad Usman, 2025-06-30 Improving doctoral education
and research development advances sustainability in an interconnected world. As global challenges
like climate change, resource depletion, and social inequality rise, there is a demand for skilled
researchers capable of generating innovative, interdisciplinary solutions. Doctoral programs must



evolve to increase academic expertise while fostering critical thinking, collaboration, and practical
problem-solving skills. By aligning doctoral training with sustainability goals, academic institutions
can empower future researchers to contribute to the creation of resilient, equitable, and
environmentally responsible societies. Improving Doctoral Education and Research Development for
Sustainability examines enhanced doctoral education practices to support robust and sustainable
research and development. It explores innovative strategies, frameworks, and practices that can
transform doctoral studies to build resilient research capacities. This book covers topics such as
ethics and law, curricula, and learning models, and is a useful resource for educators, academicians,
researchers, and scientists.

sustainable development columbia phd: Insurgencies and Revolutions Haripriya Rangan,
Mee Kam NG, Libby Porter, Jacquelyn Chase, 2016-10-26 Over the past six or more decades, John
Friedmann has been an insurgent force in the field of urban and regional planning, transforming it
from its traditional state-centered concern for establishing social and spatial order into a radical
domain of collaborative action between state and civil society for creating ‘the good society’ in the
present and future. By opening it up to theoretical engagement with a wide range of disciplines,
Friedmann’s contributions have revolutionised planning as a transdisciplinary space of critical
thinking, social learning, and reflective practice. Insurgencies and Revolutions brings together
former students, close research associates, and colleagues of John Friedmann to reflect on his
contributions to planning theory and practice. The volume is organized around five broad themes
where Friedmann’s contributions have risen to challenge established paradigms and generated the
space for revolutionary thinking and action in urban and regional planning - Theorising hope;
Economic development and regionalism; World cities and the Good city; Social learning, empowered
communities, and citizenship; and Chinese cities. The essays by the authors reflect their
engagement with his ideas and the new directions in which they have taken these in their work in
planning theory and practice.

sustainable development columbia phd: Ph.D. SCHOLARSHIPS FOR AFRICANS IN THE
UNITED STATES ERNEST MAKULILO,

sustainable development columbia phd: Graduate Programs in the Humanities, Arts & Social
Sciences 2014 (Grad 2) Peterson's, 2013-11-22 Peterson's Graduate Programs in the Humanities,
Arts & Social Sciences 2014 contains comprehensive profiles of more than 11,000 graduate
programs in disciplines such as, applied arts & design, area & cultural studies, art & art history,
conflict resolution & mediation/peace studies, criminology & forensics, language & literature,
psychology & counseling, religious studies, sociology, anthropology, archaeology and more.
Up-to-date data, collected through Peterson's Annual Survey of Graduate and Professional
Institutions, provides valuable information on degree offerings, professional accreditation, jointly
offered degrees, part-time and evening/weekend programs, postbaccalaureate distance degrees,
faculty, students, requirements, expenses, financial support, faculty research, and unit head and
application contact information. There are helpful links to in-depth descriptions about a specific
graduate program or department, faculty members and their research, and more. There are also
valuable articles on financial assistance, the graduate admissions process, advice for international
and minority students, and facts about accreditation, with a current list of accrediting agencies.

sustainable development columbia phd: Mining in Africa Punam Chuhan-Pole, Andrew L.
Dabalen, Bryan Christopher Land, 2017-02-16 This study focuses on the local and regional impact of
large-scale gold mining in Africa in the context of a mineral boom in the region since 2000. It
contributes to filling a gap in the literature on the welfare effects of mineral resources, which, until
now, has concentrated more on the national or macroeconomic impacts. Economists have long been
intrigued by the paradox that a rich endowment of natural resources may retard economic
performance, particularly in the case of mineral-exporting developing countries. Studies of this
phenomenon, known as the “resource curse,” examine the economy-wide consequences of mineral
exports.Africa’s resource boom has lifted growth, but has been less successful in improving people’s
welfare. Yet much of the focus in academic and policy circles has been on appropriate management




of the macro-fiscal and governance risks that have historically undermined development outcomes.
This study focuses instead on the fortune of local communities where resources are located. It aims
to better inform public policy and corporate behavior on the welfare of communities in Africa in
which the extraction of resources takes place.

sustainable development columbia phd: Yearbook on International Investment Law &
Policy 2012-2013 Andrea Bjorklund, 2014-07-07 Today, international investment law consists of a
network of multifaceted, multilayered international treaties that, in one way or another, involve
virtually every country of the world. The evolution of this network raises a host of issues regarding
international investment law and policy, especially in the area of international investment disputes.
The Yearbook on International Investment Law & Policy 2012-2013 monitors current developments
in international investment law and policy, focusing on recent trends and issues in foreign direct
investment (FDI). With contributions by leading experts in the field, this title provides timely,
authoritative information on FDI that can be used by a wide audience, including practitioners,
academics, researchers, and policy makers. Contributions to the Yearbook on International
Investment Law & Policy 2012-2013 cover the 2012-2013 trends in international investment
agreements, the Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) trends, and the challenge of investment policies for
outward FDI, as well as a review of 2012 international investment law and arbitration. This edition
contains essays from the Symposium on Sustainable Development and International Investment Law:
Bridging the Divide. Also included are general articles providing an analysis of arbitral tribunal
practice regarding the applicable law to state contracts under the ICSID Convention in the Twenty
First Century; the role of municipal laws in investment arbitration; the status of state-controlled
entities under international investment law, the US and the Trans-Pacific partnership (TPP); new
2012 US Model BITs; and the Regulation of FDI in Bolivia. This volume concludes with the winning
memorials from the 2012 FDI International Moot Competition.

sustainable development columbia phd: Yearbook on International Investment Law and
Policy 2012-2013 Andrea K. Bjorklund, 2014 The Yearbook on International Investment Law & Policy
2012-2013 monitors current developments in international investment law and policy, focusing on
recent trends and issues in foreign direct investment (FDI). It includes essays from the Symposium
on Sustainable Development and International Investment Law: Bridging the Divide, as well as
pertinent general articles. With contributions by leading experts in the field, this title provides
timely, authoritative information on FDI that can be used by a wide audience, including
practitioners, academics, researchers, and policy makers.

sustainable development columbia phd: Interrogating and Innovating Comparative and
International Education Research , 2019-12-16 Conversations related to epistemology and
methodology have been present in comparative and international education (CIE) since the field’s
inception. How CIE phenomena are studied, the questions asked, the tools used, and ideas about
knowledge and reality that they reflect, shape the nature of the knowledge produced, the valuing of
that knowledge, and the implications for practice in diverse societies. This book is part of a growing
conversation in which the ways that standardized practices in CIE research have functioned to
reproduce problematic hierarchies, silences and exclusions of diverse peoples, societies,
knowledges, and realities. Argued is that there must be recognition and understanding of the
negative consequences of hegemonic onto-epistemologies and methodologies in CIE, dominantly
sourced in European social science traditions, that continue to shape and influence the design,
implementation and dissemination/application of CIE research knowledge. Yet, while critical
reflection is necessary, it alone is insufficient to realize the transformative change called for: as
students, researchers, practitioners and policymakers, we must hear and heed calls for concrete
action to challenge, resist and transform the status quo in the field and work to further realize a
more ethical and inclusive CIE. Interrogating and Innovating Comparative and International
Research presents a series of conceptual and empirically-based essays that critically explore and
problematize the dominance of Eurocentric epistemological and methodological traditions in CIE
research. As an action-oriented volume, the contributions do not end with critique, rather



suggestions are made and orientations modelled from different perspectives about the possibilities
for change in CIE. Contributors are: Emily Anderson, Supriya Baily, Gerardo L. Blanco, Alisha Braun,
Erik Jon Byker, Meagan Call-Cummings, Brendan J. DeCoster, D. Brent Edwards ]Jr., Sothy Eng,
Ameena Ghaffar-Kucher, Jeremy Gombin-Sperling, Kelly Grace, Radhika Iyengar, Huma Kidwai, Lé
Minh Hang, Caroline Manion, Patricia S. Parker, Leigh Patel, Timothy D. Reedy, Karen Ross, Betsy
Scotto-Lavino, Payal P. Shah, Derrick Tu, and Matthew A. Witenstein.

sustainable development columbia phd: The Future of Entrepreneurship in Latin America E.
Brenes, J. Haar, 2012-04-02 This book examines the outlook for Latin American entrepreneurs in the
new global environment. Using case studies from across the region, the book highlights
liberalization measures nations are adopting to facilitate small and medium size enterprise (SME)
creation and growth, and existing barriers that are threatening SME sector gains.

sustainable development columbia phd: The Grants Register 2026 Palgrave Macmillan,
2025-09-18 The Grants Register 2026 is the most authoritative and comprehensive guide available of
postgraduate and professional funding worldwide. It contains international coverage of grants in
almost 60 countries, both English and non-English speaking; information on subject areas, level of
study, eligibility and value of awards; and information on over 5,100 awards provided by over 1,300
awarding bodies. Awarding bodies are arranged alphabetically with a full list of awards to allow for
comprehensive reading. The Register contains full contact details including telephone, fax, email
and websites as well as details of application procedures and closing dates. It is updated annually to
ensure accurate information.

sustainable development columbia phd: Perspectives on ICT4D and Socio-Economic Growth
Opportunities in Developing Countries Ndayizigamiye, Patrick, Barlow-]Jones, Glenda, Brink, Roelien,
Bvuma, Stella, Minty, Rehana, Mhlongo, Siyabonga, 2020-10-09 Technology has been hailed as one
of the catalysts toward economic and human development. In the current economic era of the Fourth
Industrial Revolution, information acquisition, transformation, and dissemination processes are
posed to be the key enablers of development. However, in the context of developing countries, there
is a need for more evidence on the impact that ICT has on addressing developmental issues. Such
evidence is needed to make a case for investments in ICT-led interventions to improve people’s lives
in developing countries. Perspectives on ICT4D and Socio-Economic Growth Opportunities in
Developing Countries is a collection of innovative research on current trends that portray the ICT
and development nexus (ICT4D) from economic and human development perspectives within
developing countries. While highlighting topics including mobile money, poverty alleviation, and
consumer behavior, this book is ideally designed for economists, government officials, policymakers,
ICT specialists, business professionals, researchers, academicians, students, and entrepreneurs.

sustainable development columbia phd: The Routledge Handbook on Extraterritorial Human
Rights Obligations Mark Gibney, Gamze Erdem Tirkelli, Markus Krajewski, Wouter Vandenhole,
2021-12-24 The Routledge Handbook on Extraterritorial Human Rights Obligations brings
international scholarship on transnational human rights obligations into a comprehensive and
wide-ranging volume. Each chapter combines a thorough analysis of a particular issue area and
provides a forward-looking perspective of how extraterritorial human rights obligations (ETOs)
might come to be more fully recognized, outlining shortcomings but also best state practices. It
builds insights gained from state practice to identify gaps in the literature and points to future
avenues of inquiry. The Handbook is organized into seven thematic parts: conceptualization and
theoretical foundations; enforcement; migration and refugee protection; financial assistance and
sanctions; finance, investment and trade; peace and security; and environment. Chapters summarize
the cutting edge of current knowledge on key topics as leading experts critically reflect on ETOs,
and, where appropriate, engage with the Maastricht Principles to critically evaluate their value 10
years after their adoption. The Routledge Handbook on Extraterritorial Human Rights Obligations is
an authoritative and essential reference text for scholars and students of human rights and human
rights law, and more broadly, of international law and international relations as well as to those
working in international economic law, development studies, peace and conflict studies,




environmental law and migration. The Open Access version of this book, available at
www.taylorfrancis.com, has been made available under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non
Commercial-No Derivatives 4.0 license

sustainable development columbia phd: Urbanization and Social Welfare in China
Gordon G. Liu, 2018-01-18 China's urban population growth rate has doubled in the past 20 years
and the Chinese government has made further urbanization a developmental priority. How Chinese
cities cope with such rapid population increases has become a question of critical concern. This book
provides an analysis of the welfare implications of China's urbanization, the development of the
labour market including migration between rural and urban sectors, and natural and social
environmental issues arising from urbanization. The book covers both academic and policy
perspectives and, together with its sister volume Urban Transformation in China, brings together a
comprehensive and multi-disciplinary overview of China's urbanization.

sustainable development columbia phd: Handbook of Research on Current Advances
and Challenges of Borderlands, Migration, and Geopolitics Castanho, Rui Alexandre,
2023-04-04 The world is changing rapidly in several critical areas that could reshape our lifestyles,
development, the environment, democracy, and geopolitics. Among the numerous obstacles,
barriers, and opportunities, some significant challenges should be considered for the future planning
of our territories and regions all over the globe. The Handbook of Research on Current Advances
and Challenges of Borderlands, Migration, and Geopolitics collects a robust set of contributions
concerning border territories dynamics and geopolitics in the current and future context. Covering
key topics such as green economy, biodiversity, territorial management, and spatial planning, this
major reference work is ideal for government officials, industry professionals, environmentalists,
technicians, policymakers, researchers, academicians, scholars, practitioners, instructors, and
students.

sustainable development columbia phd: Paratransit in African Cities Roger Behrens,
Dorothy McCormick, David Mfinanga, 2015-09-07 Public transport systems in contemporary
Sub-Saharan African cities are heavily reliant upon paratransit services. These services are defined
as informal transportation which operates between the public and individual private spheres. In
Africa paratransit is characterized by low quality of vehicles and chaotic management but it also
provides cheap, accessible and flexible transport solutions for the urban poor. It is typically poorly
regulated and operates as a set of informal businesses. A common result of weak public sector
regulation and a fare strategy in which owners claim a fixed daily revenue target and drivers who
keep the variable balance as income, is destructive competition and poor quality of service. There is
an incontrovertible case for improving the quality, reliability and coverage of public transport
systems, and some city governments have attempted to do so by initiating reform projects that
envisage the phased replacement of paratransit operations with formalised bus rapid transit
systems. In this book the authors argue that there are, however, path dependencies and constraints
that limit the possible extent of public transport system reform. Paratransit operations also have
some inherent advantages with respect to demand responsiveness and service innovation. Attempts
to eradicate paratransit may be neither pragmatic nor strategic. Two future scenarios are likely:
hybrid systems comprised of both paratransit and formally planned modes; and systems improved by
upgrades and strengthened regulation of existing paratransit services. The business strategies and
aspirations of incumbent paratransit operators in three case cities - Cape Town, Dar es Salaam and
Nairobi - are discussed, as well as their attitudes towards emerging public transport reform
projects. International experiences of hybrid system regulation and paratransit business
development are reviewed in order to explore policy options. The authors contend that policies
recognising paratransit operators, and seeking contextually appropriate complementarity with
formalised planned services, will produce greater benefits than policies ignoring their continued
existence.

sustainable development columbia phd: Curriculum and Learning for Climate Action ,
2021-11-01 Listen to the podcast! The world is on a track to true climate catastrophe, with




unprecedented heat, floods, wildfires, and storms setting new records almost weekly. To avoid a
climate disaster, we need rapid, transformative, and sustained action as well as a major shift in our
thinking—a shift strong enough to make the climate crisis a center of our social, political, economic,
personal, and educational life. Curriculum and Learning for Climate Action is one of the best
scorecards in comparative education for keeping track of this drama as it unfolds, shedding light on
the global climate crisis like no other education writing today. This book turns to our curricula, our
education systems, and our communities for a response on how to effectively achieve Target 4.7 of
the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), Universal Education for Sustainable Development
(ESD), and Global Citizenship Education (GCED). The message from key stakeholders, including
students, educators, and leaders of civil society, is driven home with passion and uncommon clarity:
We can and must stave off the worst of climate change by building climate action into the world’s
pandemic recovery.
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