princeton political science phd

princeton political science phd programs represent some of the most esteemed and rigorous
academic opportunities in the field of political science. This advanced degree attracts scholars
interested in deepening their understanding of political theory, comparative politics, international
relations, and American politics. Princeton University’s Department of Politics is renowned for its
distinguished faculty, comprehensive curriculum, and commitment to fostering innovative research.
Candidates pursuing a Princeton political science phd benefit from a blend of theoretical training
and empirical research methods, preparing them for influential careers in academia, policy, and
beyond. This article explores the structure, admissions process, faculty expertise, research
opportunities, funding, and career outcomes associated with the Princeton political science phd
program. It provides prospective students and academic professionals with a detailed overview of
what to expect and how to excel in this prestigious doctoral path.
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Program Overview and Structure

The Princeton political science phd program is designed to cultivate a deep and broad understanding
of political phenomena through rigorous coursework and original research. The program typically
spans five to six years, combining foundational seminars, advanced methods training, comprehensive
examinations, and dissertation research. Students engage with multiple subfields such as political
theory, American politics, comparative politics, and international relations, allowing for
interdisciplinary and specialized expertise.

Coursework and Curriculum

Early stages of the Princeton political science phd emphasize core seminars that introduce essential
theoretical frameworks and research methodologies. Courses cover quantitative and qualitative
methods, political philosophy, and empirical analysis. As students progress, they tailor their
coursework to their research interests, often including interdisciplinary options from related
departments.



Comprehensive Examinations

After completing coursework, candidates undertake comprehensive exams that assess their mastery
of key areas within political science. These exams test critical thinking, theoretical knowledge, and
methodological skills, ensuring that students are prepared to contribute original research to the
discipline.

Dissertation Research

The dissertation represents the culmination of the Princeton political science phd journey. Students
propose, develop, and defend original research that advances political science knowledge. The
department supports dissertation work through mentorship, workshops, and access to extensive
research resources.

Admissions Requirements and Process

Admission to the Princeton political science phd program is highly competitive, seeking candidates
with strong academic records, research experience, and a clear commitment to political science
scholarship. The process involves a thorough review of applications, including academic transcripts,
letters of recommendation, statements of purpose, and writing samples.

Academic Qualifications

Applicants are generally expected to hold a bachelor’s or master’s degree in political science or a
related field. Demonstrated excellence in undergraduate or graduate coursework, particularly in
political science and quantitative or qualitative methods, strengthens applications.

Application Components

e Statement of Purpose: A detailed narrative outlining research interests, career goals, and
reasons for choosing Princeton’s program.

e Letters of Recommendation: Typically three letters from academic mentors or professionals
familiar with the applicant’s scholarly potential.

e Writing Sample: An example of academic work that showcases analytic abilities and
familiarity with political science literature.

¢ GRE Scores: While some political science programs have moved away from requiring GRE
scores, applicants should verify current requirements.



Interview and Selection

Some applicants may be invited for interviews with faculty members to discuss their research
interests and fit with the department. Final admissions decisions consider the applicant’s academic
preparation, research potential, and alignment with faculty expertise.

Faculty and Research Areas

The Princeton political science phd program boasts a distinguished faculty engaged in cutting-edge
research across diverse political science subfields. Faculty members are leaders in their areas,
providing mentorship and collaborative opportunities to doctoral students.

Core Research Fields

Faculty expertise spans the following key areas:

e American Politics: Studies on political behavior, institutions, public opinion, and policy-
making within the United States.

e Comparative Politics: Analysis of political systems, development, and conflict across
countries and regions.

¢ International Relations: Research on global politics, security, diplomacy, and international
organizations.

e Political Theory: Exploration of normative questions, political philosophy, and ethical
considerations in politics.

¢ Political Methodology: Development and application of quantitative and qualitative research
techniques.

Collaborative Research Centers

Doctoral candidates have access to various research centers affiliated with Princeton University that
complement political science studies. These include centers focusing on public policy, international
affairs, and data science, enhancing interdisciplinary scholarship.

Funding and Financial Support

Funding is a critical component of the Princeton political science phd program, ensuring that
students can focus on their research without undue financial burden. Princeton provides a
competitive funding package for admitted doctoral students.



Fellowships and Assistantships

Most students receive full tuition remission and a stipend through fellowships or teaching and
research assistantships. These appointments offer opportunities to gain teaching experience and
contribute to faculty research projects.

Additional Grants and Awards

The department and university also offer various fellowships, travel grants, and awards to support
dissertation research, conference participation, and professional development activities.

Financial Planning Resources

Graduate students have access to financial advising and resources to assist in budgeting and
managing living expenses during the course of their studies.

Career Prospects and Alumni Success

Graduates of the Princeton political science phd program are well-positioned for influential careers
in academia, government, policy analysis, international organizations, and the private sector. The
program’s rigorous training equips alumni with analytical, research, and communication skills
valued across multiple fields.

Academic Placements

Many alumni secure tenure-track faculty positions at leading universities worldwide. The program’s
reputation facilitates strong placement records in departments of political science and related
disciplines.

Public and Private Sector Opportunities

Graduates also pursue careers in think tanks, federal and state government agencies, non-
governmental organizations, and multinational corporations, where expertise in political analysis
and policy evaluation is essential.

Alumni Network and Mentorship

The department maintains an active network of alumni who contribute to mentoring current
students and fostering professional connections, enhancing career development opportunities.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the admission requirements for the Princeton
Political Science PhD program?

Admission to the Princeton Political Science PhD program typically requires a bachelor's degree,
strong academic records, GRE scores (if applicable), letters of recommendation, a statement of
purpose, and relevant research experience.

How long does it usually take to complete the Political Science
PhD at Princeton?

The Political Science PhD program at Princeton generally takes 5 to 6 years to complete, depending
on the student's research progress and dissertation timeline.

What research areas are emphasized in Princeton's Political
Science PhD program?

Princeton's Political Science PhD program emphasizes research areas such as American politics,
comparative politics, international relations, political theory, and quantitative methods.

Does Princeton offer funding for Political Science PhD
students?

Yes, Princeton provides full funding packages to admitted Political Science PhD students, which
typically include tuition, a stipend, and health insurance for the duration of their studies.

Are there opportunities for interdisciplinary research in the
Princeton Political Science PhD program?

Yes, Princeton encourages interdisciplinary research, allowing Political Science PhD students to
collaborate with other departments such as Economics, Sociology, and Public Policy.

What kind of career support does Princeton provide to
Political Science PhD students?

Princeton offers career services including mentorship, job placement assistance, networking
opportunities, and workshops to help Political Science PhD students prepare for academic and non-
academic careers.

How competitive is admission to the Princeton Political
Science PhD program?

Admission to the Princeton Political Science PhD program is highly competitive due to its prestigious
reputation and limited number of spots available each year.



Can international students apply to the Princeton Political
Science PhD program?

Yes, international students are welcome to apply to the Princeton Political Science PhD program and
receive the same funding opportunities as domestic students.

What is the structure of the Princeton Political Science PhD
curriculum?

The curriculum includes core courses in political science theory and methods, field seminars,
comprehensive exams, and dissertation research, with an emphasis on both theoretical and
empirical training.

Additional Resources

1. Political Science and Policy at Princeton: A Scholarly Journey

This book explores the evolution and impact of political science research at Princeton University,
highlighting key faculty, groundbreaking studies, and the department’s influence on public policy. It
provides an insider’s perspective on how Princeton’s PhD program shapes future scholars and
policymakers. Readers gain insight into the rigorous academic environment and interdisciplinary
collaborations that define the program.

2. The Princeton PhD Experience: Navigating Political Science Doctoral Studies

A comprehensive guide for prospective and current political science PhD students at Princeton, this
book covers academic expectations, research methodologies, and career pathways. It offers practical
advice on coursework, dissertation development, and the job market. The narrative includes
testimonials from students and faculty, illustrating the program’s supportive and challenging
culture.

3. Emerging Theories in Political Science: Insights from Princeton Scholars

This collection features influential papers and essays authored by Princeton political science PhD
candidates and alumni. It showcases contemporary theoretical advancements in areas such as
political behavior, institutions, and international relations. The book serves as both a resource for
scholars and a testament to Princeton’s role in advancing political science theory.

4. Quantitative Methods and Political Analysis: Tools for Princeton PhD Researchers

Focusing on the quantitative techniques emphasized in Princeton’s political science program, this
text introduces statistical models, data analysis strategies, and computational tools. It is designed to
help doctoral students enhance their empirical research skills. Case studies demonstrate how these
methods are applied to address complex political questions.

5. Political Institutions and Governance: Princeton’s Approach to Doctoral Research

This book delves into the study of political institutions and governance structures, highlighting
research led by Princeton PhD students. It examines legislative behavior, executive power, and
judicial processes within various political systems. The work underscores the department’s
commitment to rigorous institutional analysis and comparative perspectives.

6. International Relations and Global Politics: Princeton Political Science PhD Perspectives



Offering a deep dive into international relations theory and practice, this book compiles research
findings from Princeton’s political science doctoral community. It covers topics such as diplomacy,
conflict resolution, and global governance. The text reflects the program’s emphasis on blending
theoretical frameworks with empirical investigation.

7. Political Economy and Development: Research Frontiers from Princeton’s PhD Program
This volume explores the intersection of politics and economics, drawing on doctoral research
conducted at Princeton. It addresses issues like economic development, inequality, and policy
interventions in both domestic and international contexts. The book highlights innovative
approaches to understanding political economy within the political science discipline.

8. Ethics and Political Theory: Critical Debates in Princeton’s Political Science PhD Program
Focusing on normative political theory, this book presents critical discussions on justice, rights, and
moral philosophy from the perspective of Princeton political science scholars. It examines how
ethical considerations shape political institutions and public policies. The collection fosters a deeper
understanding of the theoretical foundations underpinning political analysis.

9. Career Paths in Political Science: A Princeton PhD Alumni Guide

This practical guide profiles the diverse career trajectories of Princeton political science PhD
graduates, including academia, government, think tanks, and the private sector. It offers advice on
networking, publishing, and navigating post-PhD opportunities. The book serves as an inspiration
and roadmap for current students contemplating their professional futures.
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princeton political science phd: Zhao Ziyang and China's Political Future Guoguang Wu,
Helen Lansdowne, 2013-05-13 What legacies have previous reformers like Zhao Ziyang left to
today’s China? Does China have feasible political alternatives to today’s repressive ‘market
Leninism’ and corrupt ‘state capitalism’? Does Zhao’s legacy indicate an alternative to the past and
for the future? For those who are familiar with the development of Chinese politics since the reform
years, Zhao is now widely regarded as a major architect of the nation’s profound transition. His
contributions to China’s post-Mao development are rich and multi faceted, including those on rural
and urban economic reforms extending to accountable governance, liberal policies concerning
domestic affairs and China’s foreign relations. Featuring contributions from leading experts in the
field such as Richard Baum and Xiaonong Cheng this book explores the historical development of
China’s political reform issues, and how his political legacies are relevant to China’s political
development since the 1980s to the future. Using recently translated recollection articles by veteran
reformers who worked with Zhao in the 1980s, like Du Runsheng, An Zhiwen, Li Rui, Bao Tong, Zhao
Ziyang and China's Political Future is a valuable contribution for students and researchers
interested in the Chinese politics, Asian politics and political development in Asia.

princeton political science phd: Princeton Review GRE Premium Prep, 2024 The
Princeton Review, 2023-06-27 Make sure you're studying with the most up-to-date prep materials!
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Look for the newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review GRE Premium Prep, 36th Edition
(ISBN: 9780593517826, on-sale June 2024). Publisher's Note: Products purchased from third-party
sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality or authenticity, and may not include access to
online tests or materials included with the original product.

princeton political science phd: Princeton Review GRE Premium Prep, 2023 The Princeton
Review, 2022-07-05 Make sure you're studying with the most up-to-date prep materials! Look for the
newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review GRE Premium Prep, 2024 (ISBN: 9780593516935,
on-sale May 2023). Publisher's Note: Products purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed
by the publisher for quality or authenticity, and may not include access to online tests or materials
included with the original product.

princeton political science phd: Rocknocker: A Geologist&#39;s Memoir George Devries
Klein, 2009 Rocknocker: A Geologist's Memoir reviews the life of George Devries Klein, an
immigrant who made it through the American System as a geologist. It chronicles his life from early
childhood, graduate school, working as an oil company researcher, university professor, science
administrator, and as a geological consultant. The book includes the highs and lows of George's life.
Each chapter also summarizes key lessons learned making the book even more useful to young
scientists as a career guide. Isolated incidents relevant to the book, but shortened, are included as
postscripts at the end of each chapter. A highly informative read that shows what is needed to
develop a productive career in the sciences. About the Author George Devries Klein is a widely
respected geologist, both in academe and the petroleum industry. Born in 1933 in the Netherlands,
he immigrated to the USA in 1947. He graduated from Mamaroneck Senior High School and earned
his BA, MA, and PhD in geology from Wesleyan University, The University of Kansas, and Yale
University, respectively. His career spanned work as a research geologist at Sinclair Research, Inc.,
followed by service as a faculty member at the Universities of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and
llinois@Urbana-Champaign, where he was a full professor from 1972 to 1993. He served as
President of the New Jersey Marine Science Consortium and as New Jersey State Sea Grant Director
and then formed his own consulting company, SED-STRAT Geoscience Consultants, Inc., in 1996. He
is best known for his research on tidal sedimentology, proposing the Tidalite concept. He authored
over 350 refereed papers, abstracts and reports, including 11 reference books, and one novel,
Dissensions. His publications include the book Sandstone Depositional Models for Exploration for
Fossil Fuels and a widely-used Wall Chart on Vertical Sequences and Log Shapes of Major
Sandstone Reservoir Systems. His consulting client work is in the US Gulf of Mexico and Gulf Coast,
Illinois basin, Appalachian basin, Angola, Senegal, South Africa, East Africa, Brazil, Peru, Venezuela,
Mexico, Romania, Russia, and the eastern Mediterranean. He has discovered, either solo or as part
of consulting teams, approximately 160 Million Barrels of oil and 3 Trillion Cubic Feet of natural gas.
He currently resides with his wife, Suyon (originally from Seoul, Korea), in Sugar Land, Texas.

princeton political science phd: Directory of Political Science Faculty , 2007 Includes
institutions in the U.S., Canada, and the United Kingdom.

princeton political science phd: The SAGE Handbook of Research Methods in Political
Science and International Relations Luigi Curini, Robert Franzese, 2020-04-09 The SAGE Handbook
of Research Methods in Political Science and International Relations offers a comprehensive
overview of research processes in social science — from the ideation and design of research
projects, through the construction of theoretical arguments, to conceptualization, measurement, &
data collection, and quantitative & qualitative empirical analysis — exposited through 65 major new
contributions from leading international methodologists. Each chapter surveys, builds upon, and
extends the modern state of the art in its area. Following through its six-part organization,
undergraduate and graduate students, researchers and practicing academics will be guided through
the design, methods, and analysis of issues in Political Science and International Relations: Part
One: Formulating Good Research Questions & Designing Good Research Projects Part Two: Methods
of Theoretical Argumentation Part Three: Conceptualization & Measurement Part Four: Large-Scale
Data Collection & Representation Methods Part Five: Quantitative-Empirical Methods Part Six:



Qualitative & Mixed Methods

princeton political science phd: Princeton Review GRE Premium Prep, 2022 The Princeton
Review, 2021-05-18 Make sure you're studying with the most up-to-date prep materials! Look for the
newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review GRE Premium Prep, 2023 (ISBN: 9780593450611,
on-sale July 2022). Publisher's Note: Products purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed
by the publisher for quality or authenticity, and may not include access to online tests or materials
included with the original product.

princeton political science phd: Princeton Review GRE Premium Prep 2021 The
Princeton Review, 2020-05-19 Make sure you're studying with the most up-to-date prep materials!
Look for the newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review GRE Premium Prep, 2022 (ISBN:
9780525570479, on-sale May 2022). Publisher's Note: Products purchased from third-party sellers
are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality or authenticity, and may not include access to online
tests or materials included with the original product.

princeton political science phd: Political Science For Dummies Marcus A. Stadelmann,
2020-08-18 Expand your political science knowledge with a book that explains concepts in a way
anyone can understand! The global political climate is dynamic, at times even volatile. To
understand this evolving landscape, it’s important to learn more about how countries are governed.
Political Science For Dummies explores the questions that political scientists examine, such as how
our leaders make decisions, who shapes political policy, and why countries go to war. The book is
the perfect course supplement for students taking college-level, introductory political science
courses. Political Science For Dummies is a guide that makes political science concepts easier to
grasp. Get a better understanding of political ideologies, institutions, policies, processes, and
behavior Explore topics such as class, government, diplomacy, law, strategy, and war Learn the
specialized vocabulary within the field of political science Help prepare for a range of careers, from
policy analyst to legislative assistant Political science crosses into many other areas of study, such as
sociology, economics, history, anthropology, international relations, law, statistics, and public policy.
Those who want to understand the implications of changing political economies or how governing
bodies work can look to Political Science For Dummies. It’s the book thatcuts through the jargon as
it focuses on issues that interest readers.

princeton political science phd: Princeton Review GRE Premium Prep, 36th Edition The
Princeton Review, 2024-06-11 THE ALL-IN-ONE SOLUTION FOR YOUR HIGHEST POSSIBLE
SCORE ON THE NEW, SHORTER GRE. Get the prep you need for your best GRE score with The
Princeton Review, including 6 full-length practice tests (2 in the book and 4 online), topic reviews
updated for the new exam, and exclusive access to premium online content. The new GRE is here!
Learn what to expect and how to ace it from the test-prep experts at The Princeton Review. Inside
this book, you'll find: Techniques That Actually Work ¢ Powerful tactics to avoid traps and beat the
GRE - Tips for pacing yourself and guessing logically Everything You Need for a High Score °
Overhauled content review created just for the shorter GRE ¢ Valuable practice with complex
reading comprehension passages and math problems ¢ Extensive GRE math coverage featuring
chapters about Math Fundamentals on the GRE, Algebra Basics, Plugging In, Real-World Math, and
more Practice Your Way to Excellence ¢ 6 full-length practice tests (2 in the book & 4 online) with
detailed explanations ¢ Drills for each test section—Verbal, Math, and Analytical Writing ¢ In-depth
score reports available for online practice exams Premium Online Features for an Extra Competitive
Edge * Key info about grad school admissions, testing calendars, and financial aid ¢ Video tutorials
that break down strategies for each section of the GRE » Multi-week study guides * Special “Grad
School Insider” section packed with helpful info about grad school admissions, application
requirements, popular programs, and more Plus! With purchase of this edition of Princeton Review
GRE Premium Prep, you'll receive access to a $100 discount on The Princeton Review's popular full
Self-Paced GRE online course. (See book for details.)

princeton political science phd: Social Capital and European Democracy Marco Maraffi,
Kenneth Newton, Jan Van Deth, Paul Whiteley, 2008-08-28 Very good editors and contributors- all



well known. Hot topic. Truely comparative study (within Europe and US). Broad geographical
coverage of European countries.

princeton political science phd: Japanese Politics Today Takashi Inoguchi, 2016-04-30
Japanese politics now, with seven prime ministers appointed within this decade and the second
major political party turnover taken place within the last two decades, is undergoing a great
transition. This book explores the gradual shift from what the editors call karaoke democracy to
kabuki democracy.

princeton political science phd: African American Perspectives on Political Science
Wilbur C. Rich, 2007 African American political scientists speak out about their discipline, academic
issues and racism in the profession.

princeton political science phd: Natural Law and Evangelical Political Thought Jesse
Covington, Bryan T. McGraw, Micah Watson, 2012-11-16 Natural law has long been a cornerstone of
Christian political thought, providing moral norms that ground law in a shareable account of human
goods and obligations. Despite this history, twentieth and twenty-first-century evangelicals have
proved quite reticent to embrace natural law, casting it as a relic of scholastic Roman Catholicism
that underestimates the import of scripture and the division between Christians and non-Christians.
As recent critics have noted, this reluctance has posed significant problems for the coherence and
completeness of evangelical political reflections. Responding to evangelically-minded thinkers’
increasing calls for a re-engagement with natural law, this volume explores the problems and
prospects attending evangelical rapprochement with natural law. Many of the chapters are
optimistic about an evangelical re-appropriation of natural law, but note ways in which evangelical
commitments might lend distinctive shape to this engagement.

princeton political science phd: 2012-2013 UNCG Graduate School Bulletin ,

princeton political science phd: Democracy in Hard Places , 2022-07-22 This is an open
access title available under the terms of a CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 International license. It is free to read
at Oxford Scholarship Online and offered as a free PDF download from OUP and selected open
access locations. The last fifteen years have witnessed a democratic recession. Democracies
previously thought to be well-established--Hungary, Poland, Brazil, and even the United States--have
been threatened by the rise of ultra-nationalist and populist leaders who pay lip-service to the will of
the people while daily undermining the freedom and pluralism that are the foundations of
democratic governance. The possibility of democratic collapse where we least expected it has added
new urgency to the age-old inquiry into how democracy, once attained, can be made to last. In
Democracy in Hard Places, Scott Mainwaring and Tarek Masoud bring together a distinguished cast
of contributors to illustrate how democracies around the world continue to survive even in an age of
democratic decline. Collectively, they argue that we can learn much from democratic survivals that
were just as unexpected as the democratic erosions that have occurred in some corners of the
developed world. Just as social scientists long believed that well-established, Western, educated,
industrialized, and rich democracies were immortal, so too did they assign little chance of
democracy to countries that lacked these characteristics. And yet, in defiance of decades of social
science wisdom, many countries that were bereft of these hypothesized enabling conditions for
democracy not only achieved it, but maintained it year after year. How does democracy persist in
countries that are ethnically heterogenous, wracked by economic crisis, and plagued by state
weakness? What is the secret of democratic longevity in hard places? This book--the first to date to
systematically examine the survival persistence of unlikely democracies--presents nine case studies
in which democracy emerged and survived against the odds. Adopting a comparative, cross-regional
perspective, the authors derive lessons about what makes democracy stick despite tumult and crisis,
economic underdevelopment, ethnolinguistic fragmentation, and chronic institutional weakness. By
bringing these cases into dialogue with each other, Mainwaring and Masoud derive powerful
theoretical lessons for how democracy can be built and maintained in places where dominant social
science theories would cause us to least expect it.

princeton political science phd: Peterson's Graduate & Professional Programs: An



Overview--Profiles of Institutions Offering Graduate & Professional Work Peterson's,
2011-06-01 Graduate & Professional Programs: An Overview--Profiles of Institutions Offering
Graduate & Professional Work contains more than 2,300 university/college profiles that offer
valuable information on graduate and professional degree programs and certificates, enrollment
figures, tuition, financial support, housing, faculty, research affiliations, library facilities, and contact
information.

princeton political science phd: The Oxford Handbook of Philosophy of Political Science
Harold Kincaid, Jeroen Van Bouwel, 2023 The Oxford Handbook of Philosophy of Political Science
brings together philosophers of science and political scientists to discuss philosophical issues in
political science. The book offers twenty-seven essays on how to do research in political science, the
purposes and use of political science in society as well as how to evaluate claims made by political
scientists.

princeton political science phd: Peterson's Graduate Schools in the U.S. 2010 Peterson's,
2009 Shares overviews of nearly one thousand schools for a variety of disciplines, in a directory that
lists educational institutions by state and field of study while sharing complementary information
about tuition, enrollment, and faculties.

princeton political science phd: New Directions in Public Opinion Adam ]. Berinsky,
2015-12-21 The field of public opinion is one of the most diverse in political science. Over the last 60
years, scholars have drawn upon the disciplines of psychology, economics, sociology, and even
biology to learn how ordinary people come to understand the complicated business of politics. But
much of the path-breaking research in the field of public opinion is published in journals, taking up
fairly narrow questions one at a time and often requiring advanced statistical knowledge to
understand these findings. As a result, the study of public opinion can seem confusing and
incoherent to undergraduates. To engage undergraduate students in this area, a new type of
textbook is required. The second edition of New Directions in Public Opinion brings together leading
scholars to provide an accessible and coherent overview of the current state of the field of public
opinion. Each chapter provides a general overview of topics that are at the cutting edge of study as
well as well-established cornerstones of the field. Each contributor has made substantive revisions to
their chapters, and three chapters have been added on genetics and biology, immigration, and
political extremism and the Tea Party. Suitable for use as a main textbook or in tandem with a
lengthier survey, this book comprehensively covers the topics of public opinion research and pushes
students further to explore critical topics in contemporary politics.
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