
preschool teacher teaching philosophy
preschool teacher teaching philosophy is a foundational element that guides early childhood
educators in shaping young learners’ experiences and development. This philosophy reflects the
teacher’s beliefs about how children learn best, what environments foster growth, and the role of the
educator in facilitating learning. A well-defined preschool teacher teaching philosophy emphasizes
nurturing curiosity, promoting social-emotional skills, and providing a safe, inclusive, and stimulating
environment. Understanding this philosophy helps educators align their instructional strategies with
the developmental needs of preschoolers. This article explores the core components of a preschool
teacher teaching philosophy, its importance, and practical approaches for implementation. The
discussion also covers the impact of educational theories, classroom management styles, and
collaboration with families. This comprehensive overview aims to provide clarity and insight into how
early childhood educators can articulate and apply their teaching philosophies effectively.
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Understanding Preschool Teacher Teaching Philosophy
A preschool teacher teaching philosophy is a set of guiding beliefs and values that shape how an
educator approaches teaching young children. It encompasses ideas about child development,
learning processes, and the teacher’s role in facilitating growth. This philosophy serves as a
foundation for decision-making regarding curriculum design, classroom environment, and interaction
with students.

In early childhood education, the philosophy often highlights the importance of play-based learning,
fostering creativity, and encouraging exploration. It also addresses the social and emotional
development of children, recognizing that these aspects are integral to overall growth and learning
readiness. A clear teaching philosophy helps teachers maintain consistency and intentionality in their
instructional methods.

Core Principles of Effective Teaching Philosophy in



Preschool
Several core principles underpin an effective preschool teacher teaching philosophy. These principles
reflect best practices in early childhood education and are essential for promoting holistic
development in young learners.

Child-Centered Learning
At the heart of many preschool teaching philosophies is the belief that learning should be child-
centered. This approach prioritizes the interests, needs, and abilities of each child, allowing for
personalized learning experiences that support individual growth.

Developmentally Appropriate Practices
Teachers should implement developmentally appropriate practices (DAP) that align with the cognitive,
social, emotional, and physical stages of preschool children. This ensures that activities and
expectations are suitable and supportive, fostering confidence and competence.

Encouraging Curiosity and Exploration
Promoting curiosity through exploration and hands-on activities helps children develop critical
thinking and problem-solving skills. An effective philosophy embraces learning as an active process
where children engage with their environment and peers.

Fostering Social-Emotional Skills
Social and emotional development is a significant focus, as it prepares children for future academic
and interpersonal success. Teachers emphasize empathy, cooperation, self-regulation, and
communication within the classroom setting.

Creating a Safe and Inclusive Environment
A preschool teacher teaching philosophy stresses the importance of creating a welcoming, safe, and
inclusive space where all children feel valued and respected, regardless of background or ability.

Child-centered curriculum and activities

Age-appropriate instructional methods

Hands-on, experiential learning opportunities

Emphasis on emotional intelligence and peer relationships



Respect for diversity and individual differences

Influential Educational Theories and Their Role
Various educational theories provide the framework for many preschool teacher teaching
philosophies. Understanding and integrating these theories enhance teaching effectiveness and
support child development.

Piaget’s Cognitive Development Theory
Jean Piaget’s theory emphasizes stages of cognitive development, highlighting how preschool children
learn through active exploration and interaction with their environment. This theory supports a
teaching philosophy that values discovery and hands-on learning.

Vygotsky’s Sociocultural Theory
Lev Vygotsky’s theory underscores the importance of social interaction and cultural context in
learning. It introduces the concept of the Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD), encouraging teachers
to scaffold learning experiences just beyond the child’s current ability.

Montessori Method
The Montessori approach influences many preschool philosophies with its emphasis on independence,
self-directed learning, and a prepared environment that encourages exploration and choice.

Reggio Emilia Approach
This approach values the child as a capable and competent learner, promotes collaborative learning,
and incorporates the environment as the “third teacher.” It inspires philosophies that emphasize
creativity and community involvement.

Practical Implementation Strategies
Translating a preschool teacher teaching philosophy into practice involves deliberate planning and
reflective teaching methods. Effective implementation ensures that philosophical beliefs manifest in
everyday classroom experiences.

Lesson Planning and Curriculum Design
Curriculum and lesson plans should reflect the core principles of the teaching philosophy,



incorporating play-based, inquiry-driven, and developmentally appropriate activities. Flexibility is key
to respond to children’s emerging interests and needs.

Assessment and Observation
Ongoing assessment through observation allows teachers to monitor development and adjust
instruction accordingly. This aligns with a philosophy that values individualized learning and child
progress.

Teacher-Child Interactions
Positive, responsive interactions are essential. Teachers act as facilitators and guides, encouraging
exploration while providing support and encouragement to build confidence and autonomy.

Professional Development
Continuous learning enables teachers to refine their philosophy and incorporate new research-based
practices, ensuring their teaching remains current and effective.

Classroom Environment and Management
The physical and emotional environment of a preschool classroom reflects the teacher’s philosophy
and significantly impacts children’s learning experiences.

Creating a Stimulating Environment
The classroom should be organized to promote independence and exploration, with accessible
materials and diverse learning centers that cater to multiple intelligences and interests.

Behavior Management Techniques
A philosophy grounded in respect and empathy favors positive behavior support strategies over
punitive measures, encouraging self-regulation and social responsibility among children.

Establishing Routines and Consistency
Consistent routines provide a sense of security and predictability, essential for young children’s
comfort and focus. These routines should be flexible enough to accommodate individual needs.



Family Engagement and Communication
A comprehensive preschool teacher teaching philosophy recognizes the critical role of families in
children’s development and learning.

Building Partnerships with Families
Effective communication and collaboration with families ensure alignment between home and school
values and practices. Teachers share observations and strategies to support children’s growth
holistically.

Cultural Competence and Inclusion
Respecting and valuing family culture and diversity enhances the learning environment and fosters
inclusivity. Teachers integrate family backgrounds into classroom activities and curriculum planning.

Encouraging Family Involvement
Inviting families to participate in classroom events, volunteering, or sharing expertise enriches the
educational experience and strengthens community ties.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a preschool teacher teaching philosophy?
A preschool teacher teaching philosophy is a personal statement that outlines a teacher's beliefs,
values, and approaches to early childhood education. It guides how they create learning
environments, interact with children, and support development.

Why is having a teaching philosophy important for preschool
teachers?
Having a teaching philosophy helps preschool teachers clarify their educational goals and methods,
ensures consistency in their teaching approach, and communicates their commitment and values to
parents, administrators, and colleagues.

What are some common elements included in a preschool
teacher's teaching philosophy?
Common elements include a focus on child-centered learning, fostering social and emotional
development, encouraging curiosity and creativity, promoting inclusivity and diversity, and
emphasizing play-based and hands-on learning.



How can a preschool teacher incorporate play into their
teaching philosophy?
A preschool teacher can emphasize the importance of play as a natural way for children to explore,
learn social skills, and develop cognitive abilities. Their philosophy might highlight creating a
stimulating environment that encourages imaginative and cooperative play.

How does a preschool teaching philosophy address diversity
and inclusion?
A preschool teaching philosophy often stresses the importance of respecting and celebrating
differences, creating an inclusive classroom environment, and using culturally responsive teaching
practices to meet the needs of all children.

How can preschool teachers develop and refine their teaching
philosophy?
Preschool teachers can develop their philosophy through reflection on their experiences, studying
educational theories, seeking feedback from peers and mentors, and staying informed about current
best practices in early childhood education.

Additional Resources
1. The Hundred Languages of Children: The Reggio Emilia Approach to Early Childhood Education
This book explores the Reggio Emilia approach, emphasizing the child as a capable and creative
learner. It highlights the importance of environment, relationships, and expression through multiple
"languages" such as art, play, and communication. Preschool teachers gain insights into fostering
curiosity and collaboration in young children.

2. Developmentally Appropriate Practice in Early Childhood Programs
Authored by the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC), this book provides
a comprehensive framework for teaching young children based on research and best practices. It
discusses how to create learning experiences that are age-appropriate, individually appropriate, and
culturally responsive. Teachers learn how to support holistic development while respecting each
child's unique needs.

3. Mind in the Making: The Seven Essential Life Skills Every Child Needs
Ellen Galinsky presents vital skills such as focus, self-control, and perspective-taking that preschool
teachers can nurture in their classrooms. The book combines scientific research with practical
strategies to help children develop social and cognitive abilities. It encourages educators to create
supportive environments that promote lifelong learning.

4. Teaching with Intention: Defining Beliefs, Aligning Practice, Taking Action
This book guides preschool teachers in clarifying their teaching philosophies and aligning daily
practices with their core beliefs. It emphasizes intentionality in lesson planning, interactions, and
classroom management. Teachers are encouraged to reflect deeply on their roles and foster
meaningful learning experiences.



5. Theory and Practice of Early Childhood Education
Providing an in-depth overview of major educational theories, this book connects theory to practical
teaching strategies in preschool settings. It covers approaches from Piaget, Vygotsky, Montessori, and
more, helping teachers understand child development and learning processes. The text supports
educators in crafting developmentally appropriate curricula.

6. Creative Curriculum for Preschool
This resource offers a research-based, comprehensive curriculum designed to support the
developmental needs of preschoolers. It emphasizes exploration, creativity, and individualized
learning, aligning with a philosophy that values children's interests and strengths. Teachers find tools
for planning, assessment, and creating engaging learning environments.

7. Play: How It Shapes the Brain, Opens the Imagination, and Invigorates the Soul
Stuart Brown and Christopher Vaughan discuss the critical role of play in early childhood
development. The book highlights how play supports cognitive, emotional, and social growth,
encouraging teachers to prioritize playful learning. It inspires educators to view play as a foundational
element of their teaching philosophy.

8. Emergent Curriculum in Early Childhood Settings: From Theory to Practice
This book introduces the concept of emergent curriculum, where teaching is responsive to children’s
interests and ideas. It provides strategies for observing, documenting, and planning based on
children’s spontaneous learning. Preschool teachers learn to create flexible, child-centered
environments that nurture inquiry and discovery.

9. Reflective Teaching in Early Childhood Education
Focusing on the practice of reflection, this book helps teachers examine their beliefs, decisions, and
classroom interactions. It presents methods for ongoing self-assessment and professional growth,
supporting a thoughtful and responsive teaching philosophy. Educators are encouraged to
continuously adapt to meet the evolving needs of their students.
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  preschool teacher teaching philosophy: Between Teaching and Caring in the Preschool John
C. Pruit, 2020-07-06 In Between Teaching and Caring in the Preschool, John C. Pruit argues that
preschool teaching is more than a set of roles and duties tied to institutional expectations. Drawing
on two years of ethnographic fieldwork, twenty-three interviews and countless conversations with
preschool teachers, and analysis of preschool documents, Pruit opens the black box of the preschool
to show the complexity of the preschool teacher identity as it unfolds in everyday practices of
teaching and caring. His analysis of preschool teachers’ talk and interaction addresses pertinent
sociological and early childhood education themes, including classroom management, social control,
emotions, and identity construction. He demonstrates there is more going on in the preschool than
teaching young children and caring for them. Through practices of classroom management and
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teaching language, preschool teachers socialize children into education contexts and exert social
control in and through teaching practices. By managing emotions, preschool teachers also manage
impressions of themselves and the preschool. He also shows how preschool teachers use resources
like Montessori pedagogy and their lived experience to construct authenticity. Pruit concludes that
institutions, such as ECE, shape identities within and away from the institution.
  preschool teacher teaching philosophy: Handbook of Research on Teacher Education and
Professional Development Martin, Christie, Polly, Drew, 2016-09-23 With the ever-changing climate
of education around the globe, it is essential that educators stay abreast of the most updated
teaching methods and applications. To do this, fostering teacher education programs that include
innovative practices and initiatives within the field is imperative. The Handbook of Research on
Teacher Education and Professional Development investigates current initiatives and approaches in
educational programs. Focusing on research studies and theoretical concepts on innovative projects
related to teacher education and professional development programs, this book is a pivotal reference
source for academics, professionals, students, practitioners, and researchers.
  preschool teacher teaching philosophy: Technology for Early Childhood Education and
Socialization: Developmental Applications and Methodologies Blake, Sally, Izumi-Taylor, Satomi,
2009-08-31 This book provides readers with valuable and authentic research on how technology
relates to early childhood growth--Provided by publisher.
  preschool teacher teaching philosophy: Cases on Teacher Identity, Diversity, and
Cognition in Higher Education Breen, Paul, 2014-04-30 As our world becomes increasingly
diverse and technologically-driven, the role and identities of teachers continues to change. Cases on
Teacher Identity, Diversity, and Cognition in Higher Education seeks to address this change and
provide an accurate depiction of the teaching profession today. This thought-provoking collection of
cases covers a range of educational contexts from preschool teaching in Europe to higher education
in Australia and North America, and draws on expert knowledge of these diverse contexts, centered
on a common theme of teacher identity. This book can be used by teacher educators and trainee
teachers, as well as those who have an interest in social research into teaching.
  preschool teacher teaching philosophy: Handbook of International Perspectives on Early
Childhood Education Jaipaul L. Roopnarine, James E. Johnson, Suzanne Flannery Quinn, Michael M.
Patte, 2018-02-21 The Handbook of International Perspectives on Early Childhood Education
provides a groundbreaking compilation of research from an interdisciplinary group of distinguished
experts in early childhood education (ECE), child development, cultural and cross-cultural research
in the psychological sciences, etc. The chapters provide current overviews of ECE in Latin America
and the Caribbean, the Middle East, Asia, Australia, Africa, Europe, the US, and Canada, and convey
how ECE is multi-sectorial, multi-cultural, and multi-disciplinary, undergirded by such disciplines as
neuroscience, psychological anthropology, cross-cultural human development, childhood studies,
and political science.
  preschool teacher teaching philosophy: Recent Perspectives on Preschool Education
and Care , 2024-01-24 The preschool period is a period in which children investigate and try to get
to know their environment, are willing to communicate with their environment and begin to acquire
the value judgments of the society they live in and the behaviors and habits appropriate to the
cultural structure of that society. In this period when the foundations of personality are laid, the
child needs conscious guidance in home, school, and social life. By providing appropriate
educational opportunities in the early years, the development of children’s self-care, mind, language,
social, emotional, and motor skills can be supported. In a preschool education institution that is well
prepared in terms of physical conditions and educational programs, the children learn to establish
friendships, cooperate, and develop their skills. Developing human potential to its highest limits is
only possible with the opportunities provided in the early years. This book provides a comprehensive
overview of preschool education. Chapters address such topics as the importance of literacy,
pedagogical leadership, high-quality preschool education, and preschool improvement practices.
They also discuss the role of theater in childhood education and community approaches to funding



and support. Furthermore, the book examines childhood obesity; connecting home, school, and
communities; childcare social enterprises; teacher quality and professional development; motor,
cognitive, nutritional, metabolic, and epigenetic influences on early childhood; and instructional and
interactional aspects of childhood education.
  preschool teacher teaching philosophy: Proceedings of the 2022 6th International Seminar
on Education, Management and Social Sciences (ISEMSS 2022) Ghaffar Ali, Mehmet Cüneyt Birkök,
Intakhab Alam Khan, 2023-09-16 This is an open access book. The aim of 2022 6th International
Seminar on Education, Management and Social Sciences (ISEMSS 2022) is to bring together
innovative academics and industrial experts in the field of Education, Management and Social
Sciences to a common forum. The primary goal of the conference is to promote research and
developmental activities in Education, Management and Social Sciences and another goal is to
promote scientific information interchange between researchers, developers, students, and
practitioners working all around the world. The conference will be held every year to make it an
ideal platform for people to share views and experiences in Education, Management and Social
Sciences and related areas.
  preschool teacher teaching philosophy: Resources in Education , 2001-10
  preschool teacher teaching philosophy: Curriculum-Based Professional Learning in Early
Childhood Education: Conceptualization, Implementation and Evaluation Weipeng Yang, Alfredo
Bautista, Hui Li, 2023-08-22
  preschool teacher teaching philosophy: International Perspectives on Early Childhood
Teacher Education in the 21st Century Wendy Boyd, Susanne Garvis, 2021-10-22 This book
provides significant information regarding the policies and provisions for early childhood teacher
education programs in universities in fourteen different countries. Early childhood education and
care (ECEC) is expanding rapidly across the globe with unprecedented numbers of children
attending EC centres, requiring the investment in educators to provide good quality ECEC. Yet,
there is an inconsistent approach to early childhood teacher preparation and the quality of existing
programs is not known. Each country’s contributing author/s is/are well known in their field for their
in-depth knowledge of early childhood teacher education programs including content, structure, and
professional experience that works within the scope of policy and registration agencies. The
chapters address the current situation of staffing—shortage or oversupply—of early childhood
teachers in their country. The book informs policy regarding content of early childhood teacher
preparation programs and provides evidence of current courses across many under-represented
countries throughout the world. It makes a significant contribution to understanding the
environment for early childhood teacher programs.
  preschool teacher teaching philosophy: Migrant Education ERIC Clearinghouse on Rural
Education and Small Schools, United States. Office of Education, 1973
  preschool teacher teaching philosophy: Teachers and Teacher Education in the
Post-Soviet Context of Kazakhstan , 2025-03-27 Teachers and Teacher Education in the
Post-Soviet Context of Kazakhstan uncovers how the national teacher education system has evolved
from its Soviet roots aiming to meet the demands of the 21st century. Featuring contributions from
leading experts, this book explores key topics like the internationalization of teacher education,
professional teacher development, teacher identities, recruitment, retention, gender equity in
teacher education and teacher well-being. With insights from empirical research, lived experiences,
and real-world case studies, this book offers fresh perspectives for policymakers, educators, and
researchers looking to engage with Kazakhstan’s educational reforms. Contributors are: Ainur
Almukhambetova, Nazgul Anarbek, Arman Asssanbayev, Daniel Hernández-Torrano, Laura Ibrayeva,
Aiida Kulsary, Kairat Kurakbayev, Zhadyra Makhmetova, Tsediso Michael Makoelle, Aigerim
Mynbayeva, Gulnara Namyssova, Dana Nygmetzhanova, Assel Sharimova, Elaine Sharplin, Mir Afzal
Tajik, Lyazat Turmukhambetova, and Elaine Wilson.
  preschool teacher teaching philosophy: Reflective Practice in Teaching Gretchen Geng,
Pamela Smith, Paul Black, Yoshi Budd, Leigh Disney, 2019-07-17 This book investigates the ways in



which pre-service teachers develop and articulate their professional knowledge by presenting their
reflections on contemporary issues and topics they have explored during their own teaching
practicums. It uses reflective practice to connect pre-service teachers’ personal backgrounds with
their placement experience concerning a self-selected topic, including teacher educators’ reflections
on the pre-service teachers’ reports on these placement topics. By illustrating the broad range of
issues encountered by pre-service teachers, sharing multiple perspectives on the complexity of
classroom practice, and demonstrating the importance of reflective practice, it also provides a
valuable mentoring framework. Moreover, the book studies how examining pre-service teachers’ life
experience can facilitate in-depth understanding, specifically in the context of pre-service teachers’
reflections on their own practices in different educational settings. In short, the book helps current
and prospective pre-service teachers and teacher educators get to know their students and
themselves better using reflective practice.
  preschool teacher teaching philosophy: Quality and Change in Teacher Education John
Chi-kin Lee, Christopher Day, 2016-02-25 How teachers may be better educated for a changing
global world is a challenge that faces many systems of education worldwide. This book addresses
key issues of quality and change in teacher education in the context of the new public management
achievement agendas which are permeating teacher education structures, cultures and programmes
and the work of teacher educators internationally. Graduate schools of education in the United
States and the UK, for example, are making fundamental changes in the structures, courses,
programs and faculties that prepare beginning teachers each year. Drawing upon examples from the
United States, United Kingdom, China, Hong Kong, Australia and elsewhere, its authors provide a
unique critical overview of emerging themes and challenges of raising the quality of teaching and
the quality of student learning outcomes. They suggest possible ways forward for teachers, teacher
educators, researchers and policy-makers as they seek to raise the quality of teaching and student
outcomes whilst sustaining their moral purposes and values of equity, inclusion and social justice.
Taken together, the chapters contain informed, critical discussions of “normal education” and
“teacher education” of “professional standards”, “4+2/+1” post-degree training, “PGDE versus
BEd”, integration of subject specializations and professional education. Each one provides new
visions of the teacher as a professional and to cultivate high quality teachers in the West and the
Greater China region. For all those interested in issues of quality, change and forward movement in
teacher education in contexts of policy led reform, this is a must read.
  preschool teacher teaching philosophy: A Subject Index to Current Literature Australian
Public Affairs Information Service,
  preschool teacher teaching philosophy: Supporting Literacies for Children of Color Daniel R.
Meier, 2019-11-26 A comprehensive theory-to-practice guidebook, Supporting Literacies for
Children of Color argues for a new strength-based view of teaching to support the literacy talents
and abilities of preschool-aged children of Color. The early childhood field is at a critical juncture in
preschool literacy education as educators confront an ever-changing array of curricular approaches
and assessment measures while still trying to meet the social, cultural, language, and literacy needs
of individual children. By integrating parent and teacher literacy perspectives, as well as calling on
the author’s own decades of teaching, this book offers practical tools and strategies for culturally
responsive pedagogy and demonstrates effective methods for using oral language and
multilingualism to celebrate and deepen the literacy capabilities of children of Color. Featuring
examples of children’s literacy processes and products both at home and in preschools to illustrate
effective instructional strategies, as well as boxes noting important ideas and strategies in each
major section, this text will guide students and educators toward creating a supportive learning
environment for children of Color.
  preschool teacher teaching philosophy: Thesaurus of ERIC Descriptors , 1990 4th-7th eds.
contain a special chapter on The role and function of the thesaurus in education, by Frederick
Goodman.
  preschool teacher teaching philosophy: The Reflective Educator′s Guide to Classroom



Research Nancy Fichtman Dana, Diane Yendol-Hoppey, 2019-08-20 Harness the power of data to
transform classrooms through inquiry and analysis with this updated, best-selling resource When
teachers examine the simple but complex act of teaching, the power yielded can be transformative.
For three editions, teacher preparation and professional development providers have turned to this
bestselling how-to guide for an authentic clear description of teacher inquiry and how to harness it
for greatest effect. In this 4th edition, readers will journey toward understanding the link between
teacher inquiry and the creation of data-driven classrooms by walking through some of today’s most
relevant scenarios as well as timeless and enduring examples. Featuring helpful exercises and
step-by-step instructions, this edition includes: • A head on discussion of equity and social justice
and the role inquiry plays in tackling it • A look at professional practice doctoral programs as ripe
context for inquiry • A complete chapter on the role literature plays in teacher research • A more
seamless integration between the text and accompanying website Grab this text, raise your voice at
the table of educational reform, and transform assumptions for more impactful teaching.
  preschool teacher teaching philosophy: School Development Through Teacher Research
Inger Eriksson, Mlanga Osaki, 2018-08-17 School Development through Teacher Research Lesson
and Learning Studies in Sweden and Tanzania presents the results from a three-year-long joint
research project conducted by educational researchers from Tanzania and Sweden. Even though the
country contexts differ in social, economic as well as educational conditions, including teacher
education and classroom standards, many recurrent education challenges are shared. These include
the tendency to make educational reforms with little or no input from professionals. The new
educational reforms in both countries put a much higher responsibility on teachers; teachers must
be able to organise teaching that enables all students to develop required abilities/competencies.
Thus, teachers need tools to develop knowledge that can contribute to their professional knowledge
base. With an overall interest in issues of teaching and action research, this joint project aimed to
use Lesson and Learning Study as models for developing and improving the quality of teaching and
learning in schools. The research project was realised through four case studies in each country with
a focus on students development of specific capabilities and values Science, Vocational Skills/Home
and Consumer Studies, English as second language and Mathematics in grades 6-7. Complementing
the cases School Development through Teacher Research Lesson and Learning Studies in Sweden
and Tanzania offers an introductory background to Lesson and Learning Studies as models for
teacher-driven research and school development. The book is written to support teachers and
teacher educators wishing to reflect about learning and the struggle of learners to discern various
concepts, principles and practices. As well as those who genuinely wish to see serious learning take
place, rather than simply seeing content covered including curriculum designers and developers,
educational researchers, educational supervisors and leaders and student-teachers as well as
students of pedagogy and didactics. We dedicate the book to teacher educators, teachers and school
leaders who are seriously striving to enhance students learning and understanding in different
subject areas.
  preschool teacher teaching philosophy: Language, Culture, and Community in Teacher
Education Maria Estela Brisk, 2013-09-13 Published by Routledge for the American Association of
Colleges for Teacher Education This volume addresses the pressing reality in teacher education that
all teachers need to be prepared to work effectively with linguistically and culturally diverse student
populations. Every classroom in the country is already, or will soon be, deeply affected by the
changing demographics of America’s students. Marilyn Cochran-Smith’s Foreword and Donaldo
Macedo’s Introductory Essay set the context with respect to teacher education and student
demographics, followed by a series of chapters presented in three sections: knowledge, practice, and
policy. The literature on language education has typically been discussed in relation to preparing
ESL or bilingual teachers. Typically, needs of culturally and linguistically diverse students, including
immigrants, refugees, language minority populations, African Americans, and deaf students, have
been addressed separately. This volume emphasizes that these children have both common
educational needs and needs that are culturally and linguistically specific. It is directed to the



preparation of ALL teachers who work with culturally and linguistically diverse students. It not only
focuses on how teachers need to change but how faculty and curriculum need to be transformed,
and how to better train teacher education candidates to understand and work efficaciously with the
communities in which culturally and linguistically diverse students tend to be predominant. The
American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education (AACTE) is a national, voluntary association
of higher education institutions and related organizations. Our mission is to promote the learning of
all PK-12 students through high-quality, evidence-based preparation and continuing education for all
school personnel. For more information on our publications, visit our website at: www.aacte.org.
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