
preschool for speech delay

preschool for speech delay plays a critical role in supporting young children who
experience challenges with language development. Early intervention in a specialized
preschool setting can significantly improve communication skills, social interaction, and
overall learning readiness. These preschools are designed to address the unique needs of
children with speech and language delays through tailored curricula, speech therapy
integration, and expert staff. Understanding the benefits, features, and how to choose an
appropriate preschool for speech delay is essential for parents and caregivers seeking the
best support for their child. This article explores the key aspects of preschools focused on
speech delay, including their approaches, evaluation processes, and strategies to enhance
speech and language development effectively.
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Understanding Speech Delay in Preschool
Children
Speech delay refers to a significant lag in a child’s ability to acquire speech and language
skills compared to typical developmental milestones. Children with speech delay may
struggle with articulation, vocabulary, sentence formation, or comprehension. Early
childhood, particularly the preschool years, is a crucial period for language acquisition,
making timely identification and intervention vital. Speech delays can stem from various
causes, including hearing impairments, developmental disorders, or environmental
factors. Recognizing the signs of speech delay early allows caregivers and educators to
seek appropriate support, such as enrollment in a preschool for speech delay designed to
address these specific challenges.

Common Signs of Speech Delay
Identifying speech delay involves observing a child’s communication behaviors and
comparing them to age-appropriate milestones. Common signs include:



Limited vocabulary for age

Difficulty pronouncing words clearly

Struggles with forming sentences

Challenges understanding or following instructions

Minimal use of gestures or nonverbal communication

Early detection can lead to more effective interventions and better long-term outcomes.

Causes of Speech Delay
Speech delays may be caused by a range of factors such as:

Hearing loss or ear infections

Neurological conditions

Autism spectrum disorders

Environmental deprivation or limited language exposure

Oral-motor difficulties affecting speech production

Understanding the root cause helps in tailoring preschool programs to meet each child’s
specific needs.

Benefits of Preschool for Speech Delay
Preschools designed for children with speech delay offer specialized environments that
promote language development and communication skills. These benefits extend beyond
speech improvement and contribute to holistic growth.

Enhanced Language Acquisition
Structured language activities and individualized attention in these preschools accelerate
vocabulary growth, sentence construction, and comprehension. The presence of speech
therapists and trained educators ensures targeted support.



Improved Social Skills
Children with speech delay often face social challenges due to communication barriers.
Preschool settings encourage peer interaction, cooperative play, and social
communication, fostering confidence and social competence.

Early Intervention Advantages
Preschool for speech delay integrates early intervention strategies that are proven to be
more effective when implemented during the critical early years. This can reduce the
severity of delays and promote better academic readiness.

Supportive Learning Environment
These preschools provide a nurturing and patient atmosphere where children feel safe to
experiment with speech and language without fear of judgment or frustration.

Features of an Effective Preschool for Speech
Delay
Choosing a preschool that effectively supports speech delay requires understanding the
key features that contribute to successful outcomes.

Qualified and Specialized Staff
An effective preschool employs speech-language pathologists, special educators, and
therapists trained in early childhood speech and language development. Their expertise
ensures that interventions are evidence-based and tailored.

Individualized Education Plans (IEPs)
Preschools for speech delay often develop IEPs that outline specific goals, therapeutic
activities, and progress monitoring tailored to each child’s unique challenges and
strengths.

Integrated Therapy Services
Speech therapy is embedded within daily activities rather than delivered as isolated
sessions. This integration promotes natural learning and generalization of skills.



Multisensory and Play-Based Learning
Preschools utilize interactive, play-based approaches that engage multiple senses to
support language learning, making therapy enjoyable and effective.

Low Student-to-Teacher Ratios
Smaller class sizes allow for more personalized attention and enable educators to respond
quickly to children’s needs.

Family Engagement Programs
Successful preschools encourage regular communication with families and provide
training or resources to support speech development at home.

How to Choose the Right Preschool for Speech
Delay
Selecting the appropriate preschool for a child with speech delay involves careful
consideration of several important factors.

Assessment of Child’s Needs
Begin with a thorough speech and language evaluation by a certified professional.
Understanding the child's specific needs guides preschool selection.

Program Curriculum and Philosophy
Evaluate whether the preschool’s curriculum aligns with best practices for speech delay
intervention, including individualization and therapy integration.

Staff Qualifications
Confirm that the preschool employs licensed speech-language pathologists and educators
experienced in early communication disorders.

Location and Accessibility
Consider proximity to home, transportation options, and the preschool’s schedule
compatibility with family needs.



Parent and Caregiver Involvement
Choose a preschool that values family participation and offers transparent communication
about progress and strategies.

Facility Environment
Visit the preschool to assess safety, cleanliness, classroom setup, and availability of
specialized resources or equipment.

Therapeutic Approaches Used in Preschools for
Speech Delay
Preschools for speech delay employ a variety of therapeutic methods tailored to promote
effective communication skills.

Speech-Language Therapy
Individual and group speech therapy sessions focus on articulation, phonology, language
comprehension, and expressive language skills. Techniques include modeling, repetition,
and corrective feedback.

Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC)
For children with severe speech challenges, AAC tools such as picture boards or speech-
generating devices may be introduced to facilitate communication.

Social Communication Interventions
Programs emphasize pragmatic language skills, teaching children how to use language
appropriately in social contexts through role-playing and peer interaction activities.

Parent-Implemented Strategies
Therapists train parents on techniques to reinforce speech development at home, ensuring
consistency and more rapid progress.

Multisensory Stimulation
Activities engage visual, auditory, and tactile senses to enhance neural pathways involved
in language acquisition.



Parental Involvement and Support Strategies
Active family participation is crucial in maximizing the success of preschool programs for
speech delay.

Consistent Home Practice
Parents are encouraged to incorporate speech exercises and language-enriching activities
into daily routines, reinforcing skills learned at preschool.

Collaboration with Educators and Therapists
Regular meetings and communication between parents and preschool staff ensure
alignment on goals, progress, and strategies.

Creating a Language-Rich Environment
Parents can support speech development by reading aloud, engaging in conversations, and
providing varied vocabulary exposure.

Emotional Support and Encouragement
Offering patience, positive reinforcement, and opportunities for social interaction boosts a
child’s confidence and motivation to communicate.

Utilizing Community Resources
Families may benefit from support groups, additional therapy services, and educational
workshops focused on speech delay.

Recognize early signs of speech delay and seek professional evaluation.1.

Research and visit preschools specializing in speech delay to assess suitability.2.

Engage actively with educators and therapists to support the child’s development.3.

Implement consistent speech and language activities at home.4.

Monitor progress regularly and adapt strategies as needed.5.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is a speech delay in preschool children?
A speech delay in preschool children refers to when a child does not develop speech and
language skills at the expected age or rate. This can include difficulties with articulation,
vocabulary, or forming sentences compared to peers.

How can a preschool help children with speech delay?
Preschools can support children with speech delay by providing specialized speech
therapy services, incorporating language-rich activities, and creating a supportive
environment that encourages communication and social interaction.

What are common signs of speech delay in
preschoolers?
Common signs include limited vocabulary for their age, difficulty pronouncing words,
trouble forming sentences, not following simple instructions, and avoiding speaking or
using gestures instead of words.

When should parents consider enrolling their child with
speech delay in a specialized preschool?
Parents should consider specialized preschool programs if their child shows persistent
speech delays beyond the typical age range, especially if recommended by a speech-
language pathologist or pediatrician.

What types of therapies are typically offered in
preschools for speech delay?
Preschools for speech delay often offer speech-language therapy, occupational therapy,
and social skills training to help children improve communication and related
developmental skills.

Can early intervention in preschool improve speech
delay outcomes?
Yes, early intervention during preschool years can significantly improve speech and
language development, helping children catch up with peers and enhancing their
communication abilities.

How do preschool teachers support children with speech
delay in the classroom?
Preschool teachers support children with speech delay by using clear and simple



language, encouraging turn-taking in conversations, incorporating visual aids, and
collaborating with speech therapists to implement individualized strategies.

Are there inclusive preschools that accommodate
children with speech delays?
Yes, many inclusive preschools accommodate children with speech delays by providing
tailored support, speech therapy services, and fostering an environment where all children
can learn and communicate effectively.

Additional Resources
1. "The Late Talker: What to Do If Your Child Isn't Talking Yet"
This book by Dr. Marilyn C. Agin, Lisa F. Geng, and Malcolm Nicholl provides practical
strategies for parents of children with speech delays. It offers insights into typical speech
development and how to encourage communication in late talkers. The book combines
expert advice with real-life stories to guide families through early intervention.

2. "It Takes Two to Talk: A Practical Guide for Parents of Children with Language Delays"
Written by Jan Pepper and Elaine Weitzman, this guide focuses on empowering parents to
support their child's language development. It includes useful techniques to promote
communication in everyday activities, emphasizing the importance of parent-child
interaction. The book is widely used by speech therapists and educators.

3. "Talking with Your Toddler: 75 Fun Activities to Promote Language Development"
Authored by Erika Hoffman, this book offers creative and engaging activities designed to
stimulate speech and language skills in toddlers. It provides step-by-step instructions that
parents can easily follow at home. The activities help build vocabulary, comprehension,
and conversational skills in young children.

4. "My Toddler Talks: Strategies and Activities to Promote Your Child's Language
Development"
By Kimberly Scanlon, this book is a comprehensive resource for parents concerned about
speech delays. It outlines developmental milestones and offers practical advice to
encourage language growth through play and daily routines. The book also discusses
when to seek professional help.

5. "Speech Delay in Young Children: What Parents Can Do"
This book by Elizabeth J. Hamlett addresses the causes and treatments for speech delays
in preschool children. It provides guidance on recognizing early signs and implementing
effective home-based interventions. Emphasis is placed on collaboration between parents,
therapists, and educators.

6. "Language Development and Learning to Talk: A Guide for Parents of Children with
Language Delays"
Authored by Anne van Kleeck, this guide explains the stages of language acquisition and
offers strategies tailored for children with delayed speech. It includes practical tips for
enhancing listening, understanding, and expressive language skills. The book is designed
to support parents through the early years.



7. "The Late Talker Workbook: Activities to Help Your Child Catch Up"
This workbook by Tanya K. Wright provides hands-on exercises and activities aimed at
improving speech and language in late talkers. It is filled with interactive tasks that
encourage vocabulary building and sentence formation. Parents can use the workbook
alongside speech therapy sessions for better outcomes.

8. "Early Communication Skills for Children with Speech Delays"
Written by Sarah Whitehouse, this book focuses on developing foundational
communication abilities in preschoolers with speech challenges. It offers strategies to
foster social interaction, nonverbal communication, and language comprehension. The
book also highlights the importance of a supportive environment.

9. "Helping Your Child with Speech and Language Difficulties"
By Frances Gladwin and Angela Maybin, this book serves as a practical handbook for
parents and caregivers. It covers a range of speech and language issues, including delayed
speech, and suggests activities and interventions to support progress. The authors
emphasize patience, consistency, and positive reinforcement.
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researchers, and a wide variety of clinicians and trainees including child psychologists and
psychiatrists, early interventionists, and early special educators.
  preschool for speech delay: Early Childhood Mental Health: Empirical Assessment and
Intervention from Conception through Preschool, An Issue of Child and Adolescent Psychiatric
Clinics of North America, E-Book Mini Tandon, 2017-06-09 This issue of Child and Adolescent
Psychiatric Clinics, edited by Dr. Mini Tandon, will cover a broad range of topics in Early Childhood
Mental Health. Subjects discussed include, but are not limited to: Newborns, preschoolers,
Internalizing Disorders, ADHD and the Externalizing Disorders, Trauma, Sleep Disorders,
Attachment issues, Autism, and Feeding Disorders, among others.
  preschool for speech delay: The Handbook of Language and Speech Disorders Nicole Müller,
2012-07-10 The Handbook of Speech and Language Disorders presents a comprehensive survey of
the latest research in communication disorders. Contributions from leading experts explore current
issues, landmark studies, and the main topics in the field, and include relevant information on
analytical methods and assessment. A series of foundational chapters covers a variety of important
general principles irrespective of specific disorders. These chapters focus on such topics as
classification, diversity considerations, intelligibility, the impact of genetic syndromes, and
principles of assessment and intervention. Other chapters cover a wide range of language, speech,
and cognitive/intellectual disorders.
  preschool for speech delay: Preschool Assessment Marla R. Brassard, Ann E. Boehm,
2011-06-08 Comprehensive and user friendly, this ideal professional reference and graduate text
provides a developmentally informed framework for assessing 3- to 6-year-olds in accordance with
current best practices and IDEA 2004 guidelines. The authors are leading clinician-researchers who
take the reader step by step through selecting appropriate measures, integrating data from a variety
of sources, and using the results to plan and evaluate effective interventions and learning
experiences. Coverage encompasses screening and assessment of cognitive, linguistic, emotional,
and behavioral difficulties, including mental retardation and autism. Case studies illustrate key
facets of assessing diverse children and families; appendices offer concise reviews of over 100
instruments.
  preschool for speech delay: Biological and Behavioral Determinants of Language Development
Norman A. Krasnegor, Duane M. Rumbaugh, Richard L. Schiefelbusch, Michael Studdert-Kennedy,
Esther Thelen, 2014-02-25 This book presents a current, interdisciplinary perspective on language
requisites from both a biological/comparative perspective and from a developmental/learning
perspective. Perspectives regarding language and language acquisition are advanced by scientists of
various backgrounds -- speech, hearing, developmental psychology, comparative psychology, and
language intervention. This unique volume searches for a rational interface between findings and
perspectives generated by language studies with humans and with chimpanzees. Intended to render
a reconsideration as to the essence of language and the requisites to its acquisition, it also provides
readers with perspectives defined by various revisionists who hold that language might be other
than the consequence of a mutation unique to humans and might, fundamentally, not be limited to
speech.
  preschool for speech delay: Developmental Disorders of Language Learning and
Cognition Charles Hulme, Margaret J. Snowling, 2013-04-02 This important new text is a
comprehensive survey of current thinking and research on a wide range of developmental disorders.
Highlights key research on normal and typical development Includes clinical case studies and
diagrams to illustrate key concepts A reader-friendly writing style
  preschool for speech delay: Cumulated Index Medicus , 1976
  preschool for speech delay: Developmental Language Disorders in Childhood and Adolescence
Katsarou, Dimitra V., 2023-10-16 The field of language disorders often lacks comprehensive
resources that address the diverse range of developmental language disorders and provide insights
into effective treatment and special education approaches. Many existing books focus on specific
disorders or groups of disorders, leaving a gap in knowledge and understanding for academic



scholars and professionals seeking a broader perspective. This limitation hampers efforts to support
individuals with developmental language disorders and integrate them into schools and society.
Developmental Language Disorders in Childhood and Adolescence, edited by Dimitra Katsarou, is a
groundbreaking book that fills the void in literature by offering a holistic and inclusive approach to
developmental language disorders. Unlike other publications, this edited volume covers a wide
range of disorders and provides insights into linguistic approaches, treatment methods, and special
education practices. It serves as a comprehensive resource that equips academic scholars,
educators, clinicians, therapists, and parents with the knowledge and strategies needed to address
developmental language disorders effectively. With chapters authored by experts in the field, the
book explores topics such as psycholinguistics, neurolinguistics, etiology, differential diagnosis,
genetic syndromes, dyslexia, autism, aphasias, stuttering, psychological problems and language,
developmental psychopathology, cognitive and linguistic profiles, special education, therapy,
inclusion, and the roles of schools, families, and caregivers. By encompassing this broad range of
subjects, the book provides readers with a deep understanding of the complexities of developmental
language disorders and offers practical guidance for supporting individuals with language
challenges. Developmental Language Disorders in Childhood and Adolescence is an essential
resource for academic scholars, professionals, and individuals interested in developmental language
disorders. By offering a comprehensive exploration of the subject and highlighting inclusive
pedagogical approaches, the book empowers readers to better understand, diagnose, and support
individuals with developmental language disorders. With its emphasis on treatment methods and
special education practices, this book paves the way for more effective integration of individuals
with language challenges into schools and society.
  preschool for speech delay: The Chromosome 22q11.2 Deletion Syndrome Donna M.
McDonald-McGinn, 2022-08-19 The Chromosome 22q11.2 Deletion Syndrome: A Multidisciplinary
Approach to Diagnosis and Treatment serves as the first comprehensive, user-friendly resource on
the etiology, prognosis, and recurrence risk associated with the chromosome 22q11.2 deletion
syndrome. Leading international contributors cover the background, genetics, testing methods, and
pathophysiology of 22q11.2DS, placing emphasis on a strong foundation for multidisciplinary
treatment strategies. Written by specialists in every applicable subspecialty, such as, cardiology,
immunology, endocrinology, gastroenterology, hematology, ophthalmology, neurology, and
psychiatry, among other fields. This book presents an authoritative resource with full color images
that enhance concept illustration and aid in real-time decision-making. As 22q11.2 deletion
syndrome has become a model for understanding rare and frequent anomalies, numerous medical
issues, cognitive and behavioral phenotypes, and later onset conditions, this text will become the go
to resource for clinicians, researchers, trainees, and motivated family members, in gaining a full
understanding of this complex chromosomal disorder. - Provides a complete description of 22q11.2
deletion syndrome for healthcare professionals, researchers, trainees, and families affected by this
common condition - Presents diagnostic and treatment strategies to help tackle this complex and
often undiagnosed and therefore undertreated condition - Covered in a user-friendly, practical
format that emphasizes evidence-based evaluation and treatment derived from the latest clinical
experience and research in the field - Features leading international contributors in numerous
sub-specialties, representing the multisystem nature of this condition - Includes full color figures,
flow charts, tables, and patient images to guide real-time decision-making
  preschool for speech delay: Directory of Selected Early Childhood Programs , 1996
  preschool for speech delay: Development Screening and the Child with Special Needs Cecil
Drillien, Margaret Drummond, 1983 This book is the outcome of many years' study on the large
population of preschool children in Dundee, Scotland, where, since 1973, there has been an
extensive and comprehensive program of development screening. The research population
numbered more than 5,000 children, and the aims of the study were to estimate the frequency and
types of neurodevelopmental disabilities identified, to describe their management, to attempt to
ascertain causative factors, and to look at the predictive value of screening and its therapeutic value.



Separate chapters deal with the various types of problems identified: global delay and mental
retardation, motor problems, speech and language problems, behavior disorders, visual and auditory
problems. A wealth of information is contained in each chapter on prevalence, causation, and
consequences, with illustrative case examples, as well as a review of other relevant studies. Finally
there is a valuable discussion on the relative merits of screening and health surveillance, again with
reference to other important studies. This book is essential reading for all concerned with the
planning or implementation of screening and surveillance programs for preschool children, and
should finally answer the question of whether or not screening is worth while.
  preschool for speech delay: Language Disorders from Infancy Through Adolescence - E-Book
Rhea Paul, Courtenay Norbury, Carolyn Gosse, 2017-11-15 **Selected for Doody's Core Titles® 2024
with Essential Purchase designation in Communication Sciences & Disorders** Spanning the entire
childhood developmental period, Language Disorders from Infancy Through Adolescence, 5th
Edition is the go-to text for learning how to properly assess childhood language disorders and
provide appropriate treatment. The most comprehensive title available on childhood language
disorders, it uses a descriptive-developmental approach to present basic concepts and vocabulary,
an overview of key issues and controversies, the scope of communicative difficulties that make up
child language disorders, and information on how language pathologists approach the assessment
and intervention processes. This new edition also features significant updates in research, trends,
social skills assessment, and instruction best practices. - Clinical application focus featuring case
studies, clinical vignettes, and suggested projects helps you apply concepts to professional practice.
- UNIQUE! Practice exercises with sample transcripts allow you to apply different methods of
analysis. - UNIQUE! Helpful study guides at the end of each chapter help you review and apply what
you have learned. - Highly regarded lead author who is an expert in language disorders in children
provides authoritative guidance on the diagnosis and management of pediatric language disorders. -
More than 230 tables and boxes summarize important information such as dialogue examples,
sample assessment plans, assessment and intervention principles, activities, and sample transcripts.
- Student/Professional Resources on Evolve include an image bank, video clips, and references
linked to PubMed. - NEW! Common core standards for language arts incorporated into the preschool
and school-age chapters. - NEW! Updated content features the latest research, theories, trends and
techniques in the field. - Information on preparing high-functioning students with autism for college
- Social skills training for students with autism - The role of the speech-language pathologist on
school literacy teams and in response to intervention - Emerging theories of etiology and
psychopathology added to Models of Child Language Disorders chapter - Use of emerging
technologies for assessment and intervention
  preschool for speech delay: Language Disorders from Infancy Through Adolescence Rhea
Paul, 2007-01-01 This text provides students with the information needed to properly assess
childhood language disorders and decide appropriate treatments. The book covers language
development from birth to adolescence.
  preschool for speech delay: Language, Learning, and Behavior Disorders Joseph H.
Beitchman, 1996-06-13 Language as a connecting bridge between learning disability and psychiatric
disorder is the unifying theme of this wide-ranging book. Particular prominence is given to attention
deficit hyperactivity disorder, dyslexia and autistic disorder. Explanations for the comorbidity of
psychiatric and language disorder are sought in developmental, cognitive and biological fields, the
contribution of imaging modalities is considered and implications for aetiology, treatment and
rehabilitation are explored. Topical issues such as syndrome definition in dyslexia, acquired memory
disorder in childhood and biology-behaviour correspondence are well covered, as are a range of
treatment options. A final section is devoted to outcome studies. Enlivened with case vignettes, and
offering insights into the range of current thinking on language and behaviour, this book is a rich
resource for professionals and advanced students concerned with child health and development,
offering ideas for a unified view of language, learning and behaviour problems.
  preschool for speech delay: Sharing Books and Stories to Promote Language and



Literacy Anne van Kleeck, 2006-11 The role of parent-child and teacher-child shared story telling
and storybook reading is a key vehicle for supporting children's development of emergent literacy
and early language skills. This highly usable and practical book brings the advantages of sharing
books and stories to educational and clinical settings, effectively demonstrating how it may be used
to support: print knowledge phonological awareness vocabulary inferential language abilities
grammatical and narrative skills With contributions from notable scholars who actively conduct
research in the areas of education, developmental psychology, speech language pathology, reading,
and early literacy, this unique resource synthesizes and applies current theory and research on uses
of sharing books and stories in educational and intervention contexts.
  preschool for speech delay: Challenges To Developmental Paradigms Philip R. Zelazo, Ronald
G. Barr, Philip David Zelazo, 2014-02-25 This book unites an interdisciplinary body of experts in
child development whose research and ideas challenge existing theories and conventional clinical
practice in a variety of domains of early child development. This unique volume fills a gap in existing
developmental research and offers applications for clinical practice to professionals, students, and
researchers in developmental, social, and educational psychology.
  preschool for speech delay: Teaching Children with Speech and Language Difficulties Deirdre
Martin, 2013-10-28 First Published in 2000. Each publication in this series of books is concerned
with approaches to intervention with children with specific needs in mainstream schools. This book
is written particularly for newly qualified teachers who have not worked in mainstream classrooms
with learners who have speech and language difficulties. Experienced teachers may also find it
helpful if they are new to working with learners who have these difficulties. The ideas in the book
are set in the inclusive context of a mainstream classroom, where children with different language
learning needs are supported to access a broad and balanced curriculum.
  preschool for speech delay: International Handbook of Early Childhood Education Marilyn
Fleer, Bert van Oers, 2017-10-10 This international handbook gives a comprehensive overview of
findings from longstanding and contemporary research, theory, and practices in early childhood
education in the Northern and Southern hemispheres. The first volume of the handbook addresses
theory, methodology, and the research activities and research needs of particular regions. The
second volume examines in detail innovations and longstanding programs, curriculum and
assessment, and conceptions and research into child, family and communities. The two volumes of
this handbook address the current theory, methodologies and research needs of specific countries
and provide insight into existing global similarities in early childhood practices. By paying special
attention to what is happening in the larger world contexts, the volumes provide a representative
overview of early childhood education practices and research, and redress the current North-South
imbalance of published work on the subject.
  preschool for speech delay: Linguistic and Cultural Studies: Traditions and Innovations
Andrey Filchenko, Zhanna Anikina, 2017-09-18 This book features contributions to the XVIIth
International Conference “Linguistic and Cultural Studies: Traditions and Innovations” (LKTI 2017),
providing insights into theory, research, scientific achievements, and best practices in the fields of
pedagogics, linguistics, and language teaching and learning with a particular focus on Siberian
perspectives and collaborations between academics from other Russian regions. Covering topics
including curriculum development, designing and delivering courses and vocational training, the
book is intended for academics working at all levels of education striving to improve educational
environments in their context – school, tertiary education and continuous professional development.
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