precious in italian language

precious in italian language is a term that captures the essence of value, rarity, and beauty within
the rich linguistic traditions of Italy. Understanding how to express the concept of "precious" in
Italian enhances communication in contexts ranging from jewelry and art to emotions and
relationships. This article delves into the various translations, connotations, and uses of the word
"precious” in the Italian language. It explores synonyms, idiomatic expressions, and cultural nuances
to provide a comprehensive understanding of how Italians convey the idea of something precious.
Additionally, the article covers pronunciation tips, common phrases, and practical applications to
enrich your Italian vocabulary. Whether for language learners, translators, or enthusiasts of Italian
culture, this guide offers valuable insights into the multifaceted term "precious" and its significance
in Italian communication.

e Meaning and Translation of Precious in Italian
e Synonyms and Related Terms

e Usage of Precious in Different Contexts

e Common Phrases and Idiomatic Expressions

e Pronunciation and Language Tips

Meaning and Translation of Precious in Italian

The direct translation of the English word "precious" in the Italian language is "prezioso" for
masculine nouns and "preziosa" for feminine nouns. This adjective conveys the idea of something
that holds great value, either materially or emotionally. In Italian, "prezioso" is often used to
describe items such as jewels, artifacts, or anything considered rare and valuable. The term also
extends metaphorically to express deep affection or importance, such as calling a person or moment
"prezioso" to signify their cherished status.

Literal Translation

The literal translation of "precious" is straightforward in Italian. The masculine form is prezioso, and
the feminine form is preziosa. These forms agree in gender and number with the nouns they modify.
For example, "un anello prezioso" means "a precious ring," while "una pietra preziosa" means "a
precious stone."

Nuances of Meaning

While the primary meaning of "prezioso" is tied to material value, the word also encompasses non-



material qualities like importance, uniqueness, and sentimental value. Italians use "prezioso" to
describe moments, advice, or qualities that are considered invaluable or irreplaceable, reflecting the
depth and versatility of the term in everyday language.

Synonyms and Related Terms

The Italian language offers several synonyms and related expressions that enrich the idea of
something being precious. These terms vary slightly in connotation and usage, providing nuanced
ways to describe value or rarity.

Common Synonyms

e Raro/Rara - Rare, emphasizing scarcity.

¢ Di valore - Of value, highlighting worth.

e Inestimabile - Inestimable, suggesting pricelessness.

e Pregevole - Worthy, fine, often used for art or craftsmanship.

e Caro/Cara - Dear or beloved, used affectionately.

Contextual Variations

Some synonyms are more appropriate in specific contexts. For example, "raro" is suitable when
emphasizing rarity, while "inestimabile" is often reserved for priceless objects or abstract concepts
like trust or experiences. Understanding these subtle differences ensures accurate and expressive
communication in Italian.

Usage of Precious in Different Contexts

The word "precious" in Italian adapts to a variety of contexts, from describing tangible objects to
expressing emotional sentiments. Its versatility makes it a valuable term in both formal and informal
settings.

Material Objects

In reference to physical items, "prezioso" is commonly used to describe jewelry, stones, art, and
collectibles. For example, "gioielli preziosi" means "precious jewelry," and "pietre preziose" refers to
"precious stones."



Emotional and Personal Contexts

Italians often use "prezioso" to describe relationships, moments, or qualities that are deeply valued.
Calling someone "prezioso" implies they are treasured or irreplaceable. Similarly, "tempo prezioso"
refers to "precious time," emphasizing its importance.

Professional and Literary Contexts

In professional or literary Italian, "prezioso” might describe information, advice, or contributions
that are highly valuable. For instance, "un consiglio prezioso" translates to "precious advice,"
highlighting the worth of the guidance given.

Common Phrases and Idiomatic Expressions

Several Italian idioms and phrases incorporate the idea of preciousness, enriching everyday
language and cultural expressions.

Popular Idioms

e Valere oro - Literally "to be worth gold," meaning something is extremely precious or
valuable.

e Un tesoro prezioso - "A precious treasure," often used metaphorically for loved ones or
cherished memories.

e Tenere qualcosa come oro colato - To hold something as "pure gold," meaning to consider
it extremely valuable or trustworthy.

e Essere prezioso come l’aria - "To be as precious as air," indicating something essential and
invaluable.

Expressions in Everyday Use

These phrases are commonly used in daily conversations to express appreciation or emphasize
importance. Understanding and using these idioms can add cultural depth and fluency to one’s
Italian language skills.

Pronunciation and Language Tips

Mastering the pronunciation and correct usage of "prezioso" is essential for clear communication in
Italian. This section provides tips to help non-native speakers accurately pronounce and apply the
term.



Pronunciation Guide

The word "prezioso" is pronounced as [pre-tsi-'0-zo]. The stress falls on the third syllable "o0." For the
feminine form "preziosa," the pronunciation is [pre-tsi-'o-sa]. Emphasis on correct syllable stress
ensures that the word sounds natural to native speakers.

Grammar and Agreement

As an adjective, "prezioso" must agree in gender and number with the noun it modifies:

e Masculine singular: prezioso
e Feminine singular: preziosa
e Masculine plural: preziosi

e Feminine plural: preziose

For example, "I gioielli preziosi" (the precious jewels) and "Le pietre preziose" (the precious stones).

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Italian word for 'precious'?

The Italian word for 'precious' is 'prezioso' for masculine and 'preziosa' for feminine.

How do you say 'precious stone' in Italian?

'‘Precious stone' in Italian is 'pietra preziosa.'

Can 'prezioso' be used to describe people in Italian?

Yes, 'prezioso’ or 'preziosa' can be used to describe people as valuable or dear.

What is the pronunciation of 'prezioso’' in Italian?

'Prezioso' is pronounced as [pre-tsi-'0-zo] in Italian.

Is there a diminutive form of 'prezioso’' in Italian?

There isn't a common diminutive form of 'prezioso,' but affectionate terms may be used contextually.

How do you use 'prezioso' in a sentence in Italian?

Example: 'Questo anello e molto prezioso' means 'This ring is very precious.'



What are some synonyms of 'prezioso’' in Italian?

Synonyms include 'caro,' 'valioso,' and 'raro,' depending on context.

How to say 'my precious’' in Italian?

'‘My precious' in Italian is 'il mio prezioso' (masculine) or 'la mia preziosa' (feminine).

Does 'prezioso’ have a plural form in Italian?

Yes, the plural forms are 'preziosi' for masculine and 'preziose' for feminine.

Is '‘prezioso' used in Italian idioms or expressions?

Yes, for example, 'tempo prezioso' means 'precious time,' emphasizing something valuable or
important.

Additional Resources

1. 1l Tesoro Prezioso

Questo romanzo racconta la storia di un giovane archeologo che scopre un antico tesoro nascosto
nelle colline toscane. Tra avventure e misteri, il protagonista affronta sfide per proteggere questo
patrimonio prezioso. Il libro esplora temi di storia, cultura e il valore inestimabile delle tradizioni
italiane.

2. Prezioso come I'Oro

Una commovente storia d’amore ambientata in una piccola citta italiana, dove due anime si
incontrano e condividono momenti preziosi. Il racconto mette in luce 'importanza dei legami umani
e delle emozioni sincere, paragonandoli al valore dell’oro piu puro. Una lettura che celebra la
bellezza delle relazioni autentiche.

3. I Segreti del Gioiello Prezioso

Un thriller avvincente in cui una detective cerca di risolvere il mistero di un prezioso gioiello
scomparso. Tra intrighi e colpi di scena, la storia si snoda tra le vie di Roma, svelando segreti
nascosti nel passato. Perfetto per chi ama i gialli con un tocco di eleganza e storia.

4. La Pietra Preziosa del Deserto

Ambientato in un affascinante scenario esotico, questo libro narra il viaggio di una giovane
avventuriera alla ricerca di una pietra preziosa leggendaria. Il racconto esplora la forza della
determinazione e il rispetto per le culture diverse. Un mix di avventura, mistero e introspezione
personale.

5. Momenti Preziosi

Una raccolta di racconti brevi che celebra i piccoli istanti di felicita quotidiana, spesso considerati
preziosi solo a posteriori. Ogni storia offre una riflessione sulla bellezza nascosta nelle cose semplici
della vita. Ideale per chi desidera ritrovare la gratitudine e la meraviglia nel quotidiano.

6. Il Prezioso Diario di Sofia
La storia di una ragazza che tiene un diario segreto, in cui annota i suoi pensieri, sogni e paure piu



profondi. Il diario diventa un simbolo prezioso di crescita personale e di scoperta di sé. Un libro
toccante dedicato a chi ama le storie intime e sincere.

7. Il Valore Prezioso del Tempo

Un saggio che riflette sull’'importanza del tempo nella vita moderna, invitando a considerarlo come
una risorsa preziosa da custodire. L’autore propone strategie per vivere con piu consapevolezza e
significato. Un testo utile per chi vuole migliorare la propria gestione del tempo e trovare equilibrio.

8. La Collana Preziosa

Un romanzo familiare che ruota attorno a una collana antica, tramandata di generazione in
generazione. La storia svela come questo oggetto prezioso influenzi le vite dei personaggi e i segreti
che custodisce. Un viaggio emozionante tra passato e presente, ricco di valori e tradizioni.

9. Prezioso Dono della Natura

Un libro illustrato dedicato alla bellezza e all'importanza della natura come dono prezioso per
I'umanita. Attraverso immagini suggestive e testi poetici, il volume invita a riflettere sulla
responsabilita di proteggerla. Perfetto per lettori di tutte le eta che amano ’'ambiente e la natura.
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precious in italian language: Rome in America Peter R. D'Agostino, 2005-12-15 For years,
historians have argued that Catholicism in the United States stood decisively apart from papal
politics in European society. The Church in America, historians insist, forged an American
Catholicism, a national faith responsive to domestic concerns, disengaged from the disruptive
ideological conflicts of the Old World. Drawing on previously unexamined documents from Italian
state collections and newly opened Vatican archives, Peter D'Agostino paints a starkly different
portrait. In his narrative, Catholicism in the United States emerges as a powerful outpost within an
international church that struggled for three generations to vindicate the temporal claims of the
papacy within European society. Even as they assimilated into American society, Catholics of all
ethnicities participated in a vital, international culture of myths, rituals, and symbols that glorified
papal Rome and demonized its liberal, Protestant, and Jewish opponents. From the 1848 attack on
the Papal States that culminated in the creation of the Kingdom of Italy to the Lateran Treaties in
1929 between Fascist Italy and the Vatican that established Vatican City, American Catholics
consistently rose up to support their Holy Father. At every turn American liberals, Protestants, and
Jews resisted Catholics, whose support for the papacy revealed social boundaries that separated
them from their American neighbors.

precious in italian language: A Concise Grammar for English Language Teachers Tony
Penston, 2005 A Concise Grammar for English Language Teachers excels at actually making
grammar easy; easy to understand, easy to master, easy to apply in the classroom. Its underlying
aim is to help teachers become au fait with the terminology used in modern ELT coursebooks and to
build confidence in their ability to explain grammar rules, both structural and functional. Among the
bold innovations with this book is its A4 size, which more readily accommodates the plentiful and
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highly commended tables of grammar items. It is also the first English teacher’s grammar to use
‘tree diagrams’ to show sentence constituents in full clarity. Other strengths include the many
excerpts from coursebooks and resource books, plus the excellent practical tips throughout. --

precious in italian language: Metalinguistic Awareness: Recomposing Cognitive, Linguistic
and Cultural Conflicts Oreste Floquet , Sergio Melogno, 2024-04-16 This volume is dedicated to
Maria Antonietta Pinto’s research across the past five decades. The title reflects not only the
dominance of metalinguistic awareness in Pinto’s work but also the pathway through which this
construct has been elaborated over the years. Under the influence of two great mentors, Jean Piaget
for the cognitive aspects, and Renzo Titone for the psycholinguistic aspects, Pinto created an
original construct of metalinguistic awareness and instruments to measure it at different
developmental stages. The volume pays tribute, among other aspects, to the heuristic value of this
construct and its use in international research.

precious in italian language: Ennio Morricone Alessandro De Rosa, 2019-02-01 This book
present a years-long discussion between composers Ennio Morricone and Alessandro De Rosa about
life, music, and the unpredictable ways that the two influence each other.

precious in italian language: An etymological dictionary of the French language, tr. by
G.W. Kitchin Auguste Brachet, 1873

precious in italian language: An Etymological Dictionary of the French Language Auguste
Brachet, 1882

precious in italian language: Gog and Magog Georges Tamer, Andrew Mein, Lutz Greisiger,
2023-12-31 The tale of a collective evil force known as Gog and Magog has occupied the imagination
of Jews, Christians, and Muslims for millennia, finding expression in literary and scholarly works and
other cultural artifacts. This book gathers the papers from two conferences at the University of
Erlangen-Nuremberg by scholars ranging from history, to religious studies, to art history, and is the
most thorough work on the subject to date.

precious in italian language: The Betrothed Alessandro Manzoni, 2024-09-03 Italy’s greatest
novel and a masterpiece of world literature, The Betrothed chronicles the unforgettable romance of
Renzo and Lucia, who endure tyranny, war, famine, and plague to be together. Published in 1827 but
set two centuries earlier, against the tumultuous backdrop of seventeenth-century Lombardy during
the Thirty Years’ War, The Betrothed is the story of two peasant lovers who want nothing more than
to marry. Their region of northern Italy is under Spanish occupation, and when the vicious Spaniard
Don Rodrigo blocks their union in an attempt to take Lucia for himself, the couple must struggle to
persevere against his plots—which include false charges against Renzo and the kidnapping of Lucia
by a robber baron called the Unnamed—while beset by the hazards of war, bread riots, and a
terrifying outbreak of bubonic plague. First and foremost a love story, the novel also weaves issues
of faith, justice, power, and truth into a sweeping epic in the tradition of Ivanhoe, Les Misérables,
and War and Peace. Groundbreakingly populist in its day and hugely influential to succeeding
generations, Alessandro Manzoni’s masterwork has long been considered one of Italy’s national
treasures. Translated by Archibald Colquhoun

precious in italian language: Byzantine Sources for the Crusades, 1095-1204 Georgios
Chatzelis, Jonathan Harris, 2024-11-14 The Christian, Greek-speaking Byzantine empire was placed
rather uneasily between western Christendom and the Islamic world during the Crusade era. Like all
historical topics - particularly medieval - sources on the crusades give a variety of perspectives and
accounts, but Byzantine writers provide a unique outlook on these crucial events. Byzantine Sources
for the Crusades, 1095-1204 brings together important sources on the Crusades into one volume.
The texts translated here include established accounts, such as selections from Anna Komnene'’s
description of the passage of the First Crusade in 1096-8, John Kinnamos' writings on the Second
Crusade and Niketas Choniates’ studies on the Second and Third Crusades, particularly covering the
passage of German emperor Frederick I Barbarossa during the latter. However, less well-known
accounts are also translated and provided, such as Zonaras' and the contemporary letters of the
archbishop of Ohrid during the First Crusade, various poems and speeches recorded throughout the




reigns of John II and Manuel I Komnenos and smaller accounts about crusaders passing through the
Byzantine Empire. This book covers up to the Fourth Crusade, in which Niketas Choniates was an
eye-witness to the Siege of Constantinople in 1204 and later a refugee in Nicaea, writing a series of
speeches about the capture of the Byzantine capital and rallying the Byzantines to recovery the city
from the newly created Latin Empire. This book will appeal to scholars and students alike studying
the era of the Crusades in the East and the perspectives and accounts of Byzantine writers both at
the time and after, as well as all those interested in the history of the Byzantine Empire in the 11th,
12th, and 13th centuries.

precious in italian language: A Sociolinguistic History of British English Lexicography
Heming Yong, Jing Peng, 2021-09-15 A Sociolinguistic History of British English Lexicography traces
the evolution of British English dictionaries from their earliest roots to the end of the 20th century
by adopting both sociolinguistic and lexicographical perspectives. It attempts to break out of the
limits of the dictionary-ontology paradigm and set British English dictionary-making and research
against a broader background of socio-cultural observations, thus relating the development of
English lexicography to changes in English, accomplishments in English linguistics, social and
cultural progress, and advances in science and technology. It unfolds a vivid, coherent and complete
picture of how English dictionary-making develops from its archetype to the prescriptive, the
historical, the descriptive and finally to the cognitive model, how it interrelates to the course of the
development of a nation's culture and the historical growth of its lexicographical culture, as well as
how English lexicography spreads from British English to other major regional varieties through
inheritance, innovation and self-perfection. This volume will be of interest to students and academics
of English lexicography, English linguistics and world English lexicography.

precious in italian language: The Gentleman's Magazine, and Historical Chronicle, for
the Year ..., 1835

precious in italian language: Lexicon Grammaticorum Harro Stammerjohann, 2009-06-02
Lexicon Grammaticorum is a biographical and bibliographical reference work on the history of all
the world's traditions of linguistics. Each article consists of a short definition, details of the life, work
and influence of the subject and a primary and secondary bibliography. The authors include some of
the most renowned linguistic scholars alive today. For the second edition, twenty co-editors were
commissioned to propose articles and authors for their areas of expertise. Thus this edition contains
some 500 new articles by more than 400 authors from 25 countries in addition to the completely
revised 1.500 articles from the first edition. Attention has been paid to making the articles more
reader-friendly, in particular by resolving abbreviations in the textual sections. Key features:
essential reference book for linguists worldwide 500 new articles over 400 contributors of 25
countries

precious in italian language: The London Quarterly Review, 1882

precious in italian language: The Oracle Encyclopaedia , 1896

precious in italian language: The Oracle Encyclopaedia R. W. Egerton Eastwick, 1896

precious in italian language: Embodiment in Cross-Linguistic Studies , 2022-12-19 The
‘face’ is the most identifiable feature of the human body, yet the way it is entrenched in language
and cognition has not previously been explored cross-linguistically. This comparative volume
continues the series on embodied cognition and conceptualization with a focus on the human ‘face’.
Each contribution to this volume presents descriptions and analyses of how languages name the
‘face’ and utilize metonymy, metaphor, and polysemy to extend the ‘face’ to overlapping target
domains. The contributions include primary and secondary data representing languages originating
from around the world. The chapters represent multiple theoretical approaches to describing
linguistic embodiment, including cultural, historical, descriptive, and cognitive frameworks. The
findings from this diverse set of theoretical approaches and languages contribute to general
research in cognitive linguistics, cultural linguistics, and onomastics.

precious in italian language: An Etymological Dictionary of the French Language A.
Brachet, 2025-08-29 Reprint of the original, first published in 1873. The Antigonos publishing house



specialises in the publication of reprints of historical books. We make sure that these works are
made available to the public in good condition in order to preserve their cultural heritage.

precious in italian language: Quarterly Review , 1882

precious in italian language: Catalogue of the Library ... Hartford Young Men's Institute,
1873

precious in italian language: Yoseph Shlomo Delmedigo (Yashar of Candia) I. Barzilay,
2022-07-11
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