precious moments collector's guide

precious moments collector's guide offers an in-depth overview of one of the most beloved collectible
figurine lines in the world. This guide explores the history, identifying features, and valuation tips for
Precious Moments collectibles, helping enthusiasts and newcomers alike navigate the market with
confidence. Collectors will find valuable information on spotting authentic pieces, understanding limited
editions, and maintaining their collections. Additionally, this guide highlights the significance of different
series and the impact of rarity on pricing. Whether seeking to start a collection or expand an existing
one, this resource provides comprehensive knowledge to make informed decisions. The following
sections will break down crucial aspects of Precious Moments collecting, ensuring a well-rounded

understanding for all levels of collectors.

History and Background of Precious Moments

Identifying Authentic Precious Moments Figurines

Popular Series and Limited Editions

Valuation and Pricing Factors

e Care and Maintenance of Your Collection

History and Background of Precious Moments

The Precious Moments collection began in the late 1970s, created by artist Samuel J. Butcher. Known
for their distinctive teardrop-shaped eyes and gentle expressions, these figurines quickly gained

popularity for their sentimental themes and inspirational messages. Originally designed as greeting



card illustrations, the characters were eventually transformed into porcelain figurines, which became a
staple in many homes. The brand grew steadily, expanding its range to include dolls, ornaments, and
other collectibles. Understanding the origins and evolution of Precious Moments helps collectors

appreciate the artistic and emotional value behind each piece.

Origins and Artistic Style

Samuel J. Butcher’s unique artistic style features soft pastel colors, rounded forms, and innocent facial
expressions that evoke feelings of love, hope, and faith. These elements have remained consistent
throughout the production history, making Precious Moments figurines instantly recognizable. The
original line focused heavily on religious and inspirational themes, which broadened over time to

include seasonal, holiday, and special occasion designs.

Growth and Popularity

From its inception, the Precious Moments brand expanded rapidly across the United States and
internationally. Collectors were drawn to the heartfelt messages and charming designs, with many
pieces becoming cherished gifts. The 1980s and 1990s marked a golden era for Precious Moments,
with numerous limited edition releases that are highly sought after today. The brand’s ability to adapt

and introduce new series has maintained its relevance in the collectibles market.

Identifying Authentic Precious Moments Figurines

Authentication is a crucial step for collectors in the Precious Moments market. Genuine pieces bear
specific markings, signatures, and production details that distinguish them from reproductions and
counterfeit items. Familiarity with these identifiers ensures collectors can invest wisely and maintain the

integrity of their collections.



Markings and Signatures

Most authentic Precious Moments figurines feature markings on the base or underside, including the
Precious Moments logo, copyright dates, and artist signatures. These markings may vary depending

on the production era but generally include:

¢ “Precious Moments” logo stamp
e Samuel J. Butcher’s signature or initials
¢ Year of manufacture

e Edition numbers for limited releases

Collectors should carefully examine these details under good lighting and with magnification if

necessary.

Material and Craftsmanship

Precious Moments figurines are typically made of bisque porcelain, characterized by a matte finish and
delicate detailing. Authentic pieces exhibit smooth paint application, fine brush strokes, and consistent
quality. In contrast, fakes may have uneven paint, rough textures, or poorly defined features. The

weight and feel of the porcelain can also help distinguish genuine items from inferior replicas.

Popular Series and Limited Editions

Precious Moments collectors often focus on specific series or limited edition releases that hold
particular value and appeal. Understanding the various collections and their unique characteristics

allows collectors to target their acquisitions effectively.



Classic and Seasonal Collections

The Classic Collection includes timeless figurines featuring iconic characters and themes such as
friendship, love, and faith. Seasonal collections, including Christmas, Easter, and Valentine’s Day
series, are also highly popular. These pieces often feature festive elements and are released annually,

encouraging ongoing collecting.

Limited Edition and Retired Pieces

Limited edition Precious Moments figurines are produced in restricted quantities and often
commemorate special occasions, anniversaries, or collaborations. These pieces typically have
numbered certificates of authenticity and carry higher market value. Retired figurines that are no longer

in production can also become highly desirable due to their scarcity.

Special Collaborations and Artist Series

Occasionally, Precious Moments releases special collaborations or artist series that showcase unique
designs or celebrate milestones. These collections often feature distinct packaging and exclusive

details, making them prized among dedicated collectors.

Valuation and Pricing Factors

Determining the value of Precious Moments figurines involves several factors, including rarity,
condition, provenance, and market demand. Collectors aiming to buy, sell, or insure their collections

benefit from understanding these influences on pricing.

Rarity and Production Numbers

Figurines produced in limited quantities or discontinued early tend to command higher prices. Limited



edition runs with low production numbers are especially valuable, as scarcity increases collector

interest and competition. Tracking release dates and edition sizes is essential for assessing rarity.

Condition and Preservation

Condition significantly affects a figurine’s value. Mint condition pieces with original packaging, no chips,
cracks, or paint wear are worth more than damaged or heavily used items. Maintaining proper storage

and handling helps preserve value over time.

Market Trends and Demand

Market demand fluctuates based on collector interest, nostalgia, and broader trends in collectibles.
Popular themes, characters, or anniversaries can lead to temporary spikes in prices. Staying informed

about auction results and collector forums provides insight into current market conditions.

Care and Maintenance of Your Collection

Proper care is vital to ensure the longevity and value retention of Precious Moments figurines.

Collectors should adopt best practices for cleaning, storage, and display to protect their investments.

Cleaning and Handling

Gentle cleaning methods are recommended to avoid damaging delicate paint or porcelain surfaces.
Use a soft, dry cloth or a soft-bristled brush to remove dust. Avoid harsh chemicals or water

immersion, which can cause discoloration or deterioration.



Storage and Display Tips

Storing figurines in a controlled environment away from direct sunlight, excessive humidity, and
temperature extremes helps prevent fading and cracking. Display cases with glass doors protect
against dust and accidental damage while allowing for attractive presentation. Padding or soft liners on

shelves can reduce risk of chips or scratches.

Documentation and Inventory

Keeping detailed records of each figurine, including purchase receipts, certificates of authenticity, and
photographs, aids in insurance claims and resale. An organized inventory also helps track the

collection’s growth and identify missing or damaged pieces.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Precious Moments Collector's Guide?

The Precious Moments Collector's Guide is a comprehensive resource that provides detailed

information about Precious Moments figurines, including identification, valuation, and tips for collectors.

How can | identify authentic Precious Moments figurines?

Authentic Precious Moments figurines typically have a distinctive teardrop-eyed character design, are
marked with the Precious Moments logo or signature on the base, and often include a date or edition

number.

What factors affect the value of Precious Moments collectibles?

The value of Precious Moments collectibles depends on factors such as rarity, condition, age, edition

size, and whether the piece is retired or limited edition.



Are there any rare Precious Moments figurines that are highly sought

after?

Yes, some rare Precious Moments figurines, such as limited editions, retired pieces, or those with

unique designs, are highly sought after and can fetch higher prices among collectors.

Where can | buy or sell Precious Moments collectibles?

Precious Moments collectibles can be bought or sold through online marketplaces like eBay, specialty

collector websites, auctions, and sometimes at antique or collectible stores.

How do | properly care for and display my Precious Moments
figurines?

To care for Precious Moments figurines, keep them dust-free, handle them gently, avoid direct sunlight

to prevent fading, and display them in a stable, secure location to avoid damage.

What editions or series of Precious Moments are most popular among

collectors?

Popular editions include the early 1970s originals, limited editions, holiday-themed series, and retired

pieces that are no longer produced, as these tend to be more valuable.

Can the Precious Moments Collector's Guide help in determining the

authenticity of a figurine?

Yes, the guide often includes images, markings, and descriptions that help collectors verify authenticity

and distinguish genuine figurines from replicas or fakes.

Is the Precious Moments Collector's Guide available in digital format?

Many Precious Moments Collector's Guides are available in both print and digital formats, including



eBooks and online databases, making it easier for collectors to access information on the go.

Additional Resources

1. Precious Moments Collector's Handbook: Identification and Values

This comprehensive guide offers collectors detailed information on identifying Precious Moments
figurines, including markings, production years, and rarity. It provides current market values to help
collectors make informed buying and selling decisions. The book also includes high-quality

photographs for easy reference.

2. The Complete Precious Moments Collector's Guide
A definitive resource for both new and experienced collectors, this book covers the history of Precious
Moments collectibles and catalogs a wide range of figurines. It features detailed descriptions,

variations, and tips on preservation. The guide also explores limited editions and special releases.

3. Precious Moments: A Collector’s Treasury
This beautifully illustrated book showcases the most beloved Precious Moments figurines and their
stories. It delves into the artistry behind the designs and the emotional appeal that has made these

collectibles cherished worldwide. Collectors will appreciate the insights into the creator’s inspirations.

4. Vintage Precious Moments: Identification and Price Guide

Focused on vintage and hard-to-find pieces, this guide helps collectors distinguish early Precious
Moments figurines from later productions. It includes pricing trends and advice on spotting
reproductions and fakes. The book is an essential tool for serious collectors looking to expand their

collections.

5. Precious Moments Figurines: History and Collecting Tips
This volume traces the origins of the Precious Moments brand and the evolution of its figurines over
the decades. It offers practical advice on starting and maintaining a collection, including storage and

display strategies. The book also highlights notable limited editions and collaborations.



6. The Art of Precious Moments: Collector’s Edition

Focusing on the artistic techniques and craftsmanship behind Precious Moments figurines, this book
appeals to collectors and art enthusiasts alike. It includes interviews with artists and behind-the-scenes
looks at the manufacturing process. Readers gain a deeper appreciation for the detail and care

involved in each piece.

7. Precious Moments Collectibles: Market Guide and Auction Results
This guide provides up-to-date market analysis and historical auction results for Precious Moments
collectibles. It helps collectors understand value fluctuations and identify investment-worthy pieces. The

book also features tips on buying at auctions and private sales.

8. Limited Edition Precious Moments: A Collector’s Reference

Dedicated to limited edition and rare Precious Moments figurines, this reference book details
production numbers, release dates, and distinguishing features. It serves as a crucial resource for
collectors seeking to verify authenticity and assess rarity. The book includes a checklist for tracking

personal collections.

9. Precious Moments Miniatures: Identification and Collecting Guide
This specialized guide focuses on the miniature Precious Moments figurines and accessories. It offers
identification tips, production history, and value assessments specific to these smaller collectibles. The

book is ideal for collectors interested in this niche within the Precious Moments community.
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everywhere. This new fourth edition is an indispensable resource for anyone who finds themselves
captivated by these delightful little creatures. It features approximately 2,900 bisque figurines,
including 250 new pieces. Many new Disney items have been added along with one of a kind pieces
from several presidential libraries including those of George W. Bush and Bill Clinton. Each figurine
is pictured in color and includes item number, date of issue, availability, and current market value.
Space is still provided to record purchase price and date for each piece. This book remains the most
comprehensive guide on the market to these darling collectibles. 2010 values.

precious moments collector s guide: The Official Precious Moments Collector's Guide to
Company Dolls John Bomm, Malinda Bomm, 2003-09 This book begins with a history of the company,
and information on doll tags and cleaning tips are provided. The dolls are then presented
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date purchased. 2004 values.
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Co, Joe T. Nguyen, David TenEyck, Scott Sierakowski, Lance Doyle, 1997
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Precious Moments Collection Rosalie ] Wells, 1996-02 Rosie's secondary market price guide for
Enesco's Precious moments collection.

precious moments collector s guide: Collectors Guide to Buying, Selling, Trading on the
Internet Nancy L. Hix, 2000 In a brand new introduction author Nancy L. Hix primes you with new
web sites to buy, sell and trade collectibles. Whether it's antiques or collectibles, she shows you how
to bargain with people on the Internet. You'll learn to use auction sites with confidence, while
making your auctions stand out among the rest. It's full of facts, tips, and step by step procedures
for buying, selling, and trading in the high-tech collecting world. No prices. 5.5 x 8.5.

precious moments collector s guide: Precious Moments Last Forever Laura C. Martin,
1994 Documenting the phenomenon that spans continents and generations, a volume featuring
hundreds of illustrations of the collection, its creators, and collectors highlights the history of
Precious Moments and reveals how collectors unite in a spirit of loving, caring, and sharing.

precious moments collector s guide: Antique Trader Antiques & Collectibles 2012 Price
Guide Eric Bradley, 2011-09-06 America's No. 1 Selling Price Guide For nearly 30 years, Antique
Trader Antiques & Collectibles has been the leading source for information on antiques and
collectibles. Filled with expert advice, vetted values and 4,500 color photographs, Antique Trader
provides the clearest and most dependable picture of this amazingly diverse and magnificent
market. Inside you will enjoy a variety of new collecting areas, as well as old favorites. Including:
Asian art, bottles, ceramics, Civil War collectibles, clocks, comic books, cookie jars, figurines,
furniture, glass, Hallmark Keepsake Ornaments, illustration art, kitchenware, perfume bottles,
petroliana, toys, vintage clothing and Zippo lighters. Also new this year is Top Lots, a feature
highlighting the bestselling results from some of the finest auction houses nationwide.

precious moments collector s guide: Collectors' Information Bureau Collectibles
Market Guide and Price Index Diane Carnevale, Susan K. Jones, 1991-11

precious moments collector s guide: Collectibles Market Guide and Price Index
Collectors' Information Bureau (U.S.), 1994-11

precious moments collector s guide: Explorer's Guide Ozarks Ron W. Marr, 2012-07-18 This
in-depth, native’s-eye view of this varied region, which sprawls from Missouri to Arkansas, gives




travelers the best of the Ozarks. The Ozarks has become the destination of choice for music lovers
seeking bluegrass jams or classical , foodies of all stripes looking for down-home rib shacks or 5-star
cuisine, culture mavens searching out the gems of Branson, and outdoor enthusiasts gliding along
lazy rivers snaking among the rolling hills which make this area so beautiful. This in-depth,
native's-eye-guide to this varied region sprawling from Missouri to Arkansas will give travelers the
best of the Ozarks, flavoring discriminating information with anecdotes and historical facts.

precious moments collector s guide: Collectibles Market Guide and Price Index
Collectors' Information Bureau, 1995-11

precious moments collector s guide: Kristi's Guide to the World of Precious Moments Kristi
L. Schult, 2003-04-01 A Secondary Market Price Guide for Precious Moments Collectibles. This
guide provides in depth information on Precious Moments porcelain by Enesco, Tender Tails by
Enesco, Precious Moments Company Dolls & Plush, Applause Dolls & Plush, Ashton-Drake Dolls,
McCoon's County, Corinthians, Precious Moments Cross Stitch, and Precious Moments by Avon.

precious moments collector s guide: The Complete Idiot's Guide to the Perfect Wedding, 3E
Teddy Lenderman, 2000-04-09 2.3 million brides and grooms will say I Do this year, making the
wedding industry a $32 billion business. This book will offer sound advice from bridal consultants
and brides alike on how to select a perfect dress, find a caterer, use the Internet as a planning tool,
handle in-laws and much more!

precious moments collector s guide: The New Comprehensive Valuation Guide for
Autographs Pasquale De Marco, 2025-05-05 This comprehensive guide to autograph collecting
empowers enthusiasts of all levels to navigate the fascinating world of autographs with confidence
and passion. From understanding value and identifying authenticity to building a collection and
investing wisely, this book provides expert insights and practical advice. Delve into the captivating
history of autographs, exploring the evolution of signatures from ancient wax seals to modern digital
signatures. Discover the most sought-after autographs in history, from presidential signatures to
celebrity scribbles, and learn how to determine their authenticity and protect your investments.
Whether you're a history buff, a sports enthusiast, or simply appreciate the art of handwriting, this
book has something for everyone. Explore the wide range of collectible autographs, including rare
and limited editions, signed memorabilia, and unique and unusual signatures. Gain expert guidance
on investing in autographs, helping you build a collection that not only brings you joy but also has
the potential to appreciate in value over time. Learn the secrets of successful collecting, including
how to find the best deals, negotiate with sellers, and store and preserve your autographs to ensure
their longevity. With contributions from experienced collectors, authenticators, and historians, this
book is packed with expert tips and insights to help you navigate the autograph market with
confidence. Whether you're just starting your collecting journey or looking to expand your
knowledge, this comprehensive guide will empower you to make informed decisions and build a
collection that reflects your passions. Uncover the fascinating stories behind the autographs of
presidents, explorers, celebrities, athletes, scientists, and other notable figures. Learn about the
factors that influence the value of autographs, including rarity, condition, and historical significance.
Discover the latest trends and technologies shaping the autograph market, ensuring that you stay
informed and ahead of the curve. If you like this book, write a review on google books!

precious moments collector s guide: Moon Oregon Trail Road Trip Katrina Emery, Moon
Travel Guides, 2020-07-28 Vast rugged prairies, adventurous Wild West towns, and the palpable
spirit of the pioneers: Experience legend come to life with Moon Oregon Trail Road Trip. Choose
Your Route: Drive the entire 20-day road trip from Independence, Missouri, to Oregon City (at a
mild, moderate, or strenuous pace!) or take shorter getaways along sections of the trail in Kansas,
Nebraska, Wyoming, and Idaho, including worthwhile detours Drive Through History: See the
Guernsey Ruts left from wagons almost 200 years ago, read pioneer names carved into Register
Rock, and learn about 10,000 years of oral Umatilla history. Practice loading a real wagon, down a
mug of sarsaparilla in a recreated Old West town, and take a relaxing soak in the same hot springs
as the pioneers Discover Diverse Historic Perspectives: Delve into the rich cultures and histories of



the Native American tribes who have called these lands home for over 10,000 years. Venture
through an underground city created and inhabited by Chinese pioneers. Learn the stories,
struggles, and triumphs of free and enslaved black emigrants on the trail. Discover what life was
really like for women making the journey west Adventure Along the Trail: Tube through the
whitewater of Platte River, explore limestone caves, and kayak across clear blue lakes Maps and
Driving Tools: Easy-to-use maps and full-color photos throughout keep you oriented on and off the
highway as you follow the approximate route of the original Oregon Trail, along with site-to-site
mileage, driving times, and detailed directions Expert Insight: Oregon local and history buff Katrina
Emery shares thorough background on the realities of the trail and recommendations for seniors,
families with kids, and more With Moon Oregon Trail Road Trip's flexible itineraries and practical
tips, you're ready to take an adventure through history. Looking to explore more of American
history? Try Moon Route 66 Road Trip.

precious moments collector s guide: American Cameras: A Collector's Guide to the Best
Pasquale De Marco, 2025-04-08 From the earliest days of photography, American cameras have
been at the forefront of innovation, capturing iconic moments, preserving memories, and
revolutionizing the way we see the world. This comprehensive guide takes readers on a journey
through the rich history of American cameras, exploring the key developments, notable
manufacturers, and legendary models that have shaped the world of photography. With engaging
storytelling and stunning visuals, this book delves into the evolution of American cameras, from the
simple box cameras of the early 20th century to the sophisticated digital SLRs of today. It introduces
readers to the pioneers and visionaries who pushed the boundaries of camera technology, such as
George Eastman of Kodak, Edwin Land of Polaroid, and David Packard of Hewlett-Packard. The book
also explores the diverse range of American camera manufacturers, from giants like Kodak and
Polaroid to smaller, lesser-known companies that produced unique and specialized cameras.
Whether readers are interested in the precision of a rangefinder, the versatility of an SLR, or the
nostalgia of an instant camera, this book provides a comprehensive overview of the different types of
American cameras and their impact on photography. Beyond the technical details, this book also
delves into the cultural significance of American cameras. It examines how cameras have been used
to document major historical events, capture everyday life, and express artistic visions. It also
explores the role of American cameras in popular culture, from their use in movies and television to
their appearance in advertising and fashion photography. Whether you are a seasoned
photographer, a collector, or simply someone with an interest in the history of technology, this book
offers a fascinating and informative exploration of American cameras. With its detailed descriptions,
captivating stories, and stunning visuals, it is a must-have for anyone who wants to understand the
evolution of photography and the role that American cameras have played in it. If you like this book,
write a review!

precious moments collector s guide: Garage Sale and Flea Market Annual Collector Books,
1996 Packed with descriptions and current values for nearly 24,000 collectibles, this new edition of
the popular annual covers virually evert collectible category in today's market. In addition to the
over 600 photographs, this resourceful guide offers suggestions on how to conduct sales, establish
oneself as a flea market dealer, and how to buy and sell by mail.
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Precious - definition of precious by The Free Dictionary Define precious. precious synonyms,
precious pronunciation, precious translation, English dictionary definition of precious. adj. 1. Of high
cost or worth; valuable: precious jewels



precious, adj., adv., & n. meanings, etymology and more | Oxford There are ten meanings
listed in OED's entry for the word precious, three of which are labelled obsolete. See ‘Meaning &
use’ for definitions, usage, and quotation evidence

precious - Dictionary of English dear; beloved: a precious friend. Jewelry designating a stone,
esp. a diamond, etc., valued as rare and beautiful and used in jewelry: precious stones. acting too
refined; affected: The child

527 Synonyms & Antonyms for PRECIOUS | Find 527 different ways to say PRECIOUS, along
with antonyms, related words, and example sentences at Thesaurus.com

PRECIOUS definition and meaning | Collins English Dictionary If something is precious to
you, you regard it as important and do not want to lose it
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