
precious in french language
precious in french language is a term that conveys value, rarity, and importance, much like its
English counterpart. Understanding how to express the concept of "precious" in French is essential
for learners aiming to enhance their vocabulary and grasp subtle nuances in communication. This
article explores the various translations, contexts, and uses of the word "precious" in the French
language, including its adjectival forms, idiomatic expressions, and related vocabulary. Additionally,
it sheds light on pronunciation tips and cultural connotations associated with the term. By examining
these aspects, readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of how to appropriately use and
recognize "precious" within different French linguistic frameworks. The following sections provide a
detailed breakdown of the term’s linguistic and cultural relevance.

Meaning and Translation of Precious in French

Different Contexts of Using Precious

Synonyms and Related Expressions

Pronunciation and Usage Tips

Examples in Sentences

Meaning and Translation of Precious in French
The word "precious" in French is most commonly translated as précieux for masculine singular and
précieuse for feminine singular. These adjectives convey a sense of something that is valuable,
cherished, or of great importance. The plural forms are précieux (masculine) and précieuses
(feminine). The root of "précieux" stems from the Latin pretiosus, meaning valuable or costly.

Besides its literal meaning related to high monetary or sentimental value, précieux can also imply
something rare or delicate. This versatility makes it applicable in various contexts, ranging from
describing physical objects like jewelry to abstract concepts such as time or friendship.

Literal Translation
In its most straightforward sense, "precious" as précieux describes items or qualities that are highly
valued. For example, a "precious stone" translates to une pierre précieuse.

Figurative Usage
When used figuratively, précieux can emphasize emotional or intangible worth, such as in un
moment précieux (a precious moment) or une personne précieuse (a precious person).



Different Contexts of Using Precious
The term "precious" in French finds application across a range of contexts, from everyday speech to
literary and cultural expressions. Understanding these contexts helps in selecting the appropriate
usage and avoiding misunderstandings.

In Describing Objects
When referring to objects, précieux highlights rarity, beauty, or high value. This is common in
jewelry, antiques, and collectibles.

In Emotional and Relational Contexts
People often describe relationships or moments as précieux to express their importance or
sentimental value. This usage is prevalent in conversations about family, friendship, and love.

In Literature and Art
In French literature, précieux sometimes carries an additional layer of meaning associated with the
17th-century literary movement known as "les précieux," which emphasized refined language and
manners. While this historical context is less common today, it remains a notable cultural reference.

Synonyms and Related Expressions
French offers several synonyms and related expressions to convey nuances of "precious," each with
specific connotations. Exploring these alternatives enriches vocabulary and improves expression
precision.

Common Synonyms

Valuable: valable or de valeur – emphasizing worth or utility.

Rare: rare – focusing on scarcity.

Dear: cher (masculine), chère (feminine) – often used to express affection or costliness.

Delicate: délicat or précieux – highlighting fragility or refinement.



Idiomatic Expressions
Several French idioms incorporate the notion of being precious, such as tenir à quelque chose
comme à la prunelle de ses yeux, which means "to cherish something like the apple of one's eye."

Pronunciation and Usage Tips
Mastering the pronunciation of précieux and its variants is crucial for clear communication and
natural speech. This section offers guidance on pronunciation and grammatical usage.

Pronunciation Guide
The pronunciation of précieux in French is approximately /pʁe.sjø/. Key points include:

The "é" is pronounced like the "ay" in "say."

The "c" before "i" or "e" is soft, similar to "s."

The ending "-eux" is pronounced like "yuh" with a soft "eu" sound.

The feminine form précieuse is pronounced /pʁe.sjøz/ with a voiced "z" sound at the end.

Grammatical Agreement
As an adjective, précieux must agree in gender and number with the noun it modifies:

Masculine singular: précieux

Feminine singular: précieuse

Masculine plural: précieux

Feminine plural: précieuses

For example, un bijou précieux (a precious jewel) versus une idée précieuse (a precious idea).

Examples in Sentences
Using "precious" appropriately in sentences demonstrates its versatility and contextual relevance.
Below are examples illustrating various uses of précieux and related expressions.



Describing Objects

Ce collier est fait de pierres précieuses. (This necklace is made of precious stones.)

Il a trouvé un livre précieux dans la bibliothèque ancienne. (He found a precious book in the
old library.)

Expressing Emotional Value

Ce moment passé ensemble est très précieux pour moi. (This moment spent together is very
precious to me.)

Elle est une amie précieuse sur qui je peux toujours compter. (She is a precious friend I can
always count on.)

Idiomatic Usage

Il tient à son héritage comme à la prunelle de ses yeux. (He cherishes his heritage like the
apple of his eye.)

Elle considère son temps libre comme un bien précieux. (She considers her free time a
precious asset.)

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the French word for 'precious'?
The French word for 'precious' is 'précieux' for masculine and 'précieuse' for feminine.

How do you pronounce 'précieux' in French?
'Précieux' is pronounced as /pre-syø/ in French.

Can 'précieux' be used to describe people in French?
Yes, 'précieux' or 'précieuse' can be used to describe someone who is very valuable or cherished.



What is the feminine form of 'précieux'?
The feminine form of 'précieux' is 'précieuse'.

Is there a difference between 'précieux' and 'cher' in French?
'Précieux' means precious or valuable, whereas 'cher' means dear or expensive. Both can express
value but have different nuances.

How do you use 'précieux' in a French sentence?
Example: 'Ce bijou est très précieux.' which means 'This jewel is very precious.'

Are there any common expressions with 'précieux' in French?
Yes, for example, 'un précieux conseil' means 'a valuable piece of advice.'

What is the plural form of 'précieux' in French?
The plural form is 'précieux' for masculine plural and 'précieuses' for feminine plural.

Does 'précieux' have any negative connotations in French?
Sometimes 'précieux' can imply being overly refined or affected, especially in literary contexts.

Additional Resources
1. Le Trésor Précieux
Ce roman d'aventure suit un jeune explorateur à la recherche d'un trésor ancien caché dans les
montagnes françaises. Au fil de son périple, il découvre non seulement des richesses matérielles,
mais aussi des valeurs humaines profondes. Une histoire captivante qui mêle mystère et émotions.

2. Les Joyaux Précieux de la Mémoire
Un récit émouvant sur une femme qui revisite son passé à travers des objets précieux hérités de sa
grand-mère. Chaque bijou raconte une histoire, révélant des secrets de famille et des moments
marquants. Un hommage à la mémoire et à l’importance des souvenirs.

3. Précieuses Histoires de la Renaissance
Ce livre explore les récits fascinants des femmes précieuses de la Renaissance française. Il met en
lumière leur influence sur la littérature, la politique et la société de l’époque. Une plongée
enrichissante dans une période historique pleine de charme et d’élégance.

4. La Pierre Précieuse
Un thriller captivant autour d’une pierre précieuse volée dans un musée parisien. Le détective
chargé de l’enquête découvre un réseau complexe de mensonges et de trahisons. Un suspense
haletant qui tient le lecteur en haleine jusqu’à la dernière page.

5. Précieux Instants



Un recueil de poèmes célébrant les moments précieux de la vie quotidienne. L’auteur y décrit avec
finesse la beauté des petites choses et l’importance de les savourer. Un ouvrage inspirant qui invite
à la pleine conscience et à la gratitude.

6. Les Secrets Précieux du Jardin
Ce roman raconte l’histoire d’un jardinier passionné qui cultive des plantes rares et précieuses. À
travers son jardin, il transmet des leçons de patience, de soin et d’amour de la nature. Une belle
métaphore sur la vie et la croissance personnelle.

7. Un Précieux Héritage
Une saga familiale où les membres d’une famille doivent protéger un héritage précieux menacé par
des intérêts extérieurs. L’intrigue mêle drame, suspense et émotions fortes. Une réflexion sur la
valeur des liens familiaux et du patrimoine.

8. La Précieuse Étoile
Un conte poétique pour enfants racontant l’amitié entre une étoile précieuse et une petite fille.
Ensemble, ils apprennent la force de la confiance et du courage. Un livre doux et lumineux, idéal
pour les jeunes lecteurs.

9. Précieuses Saveurs
Un ouvrage de cuisine qui met en avant les ingrédients précieux de la gastronomie française.
Chaque recette est accompagnée d’histoires et d’anecdotes sur la provenance et la signification des
saveurs. Un véritable voyage culinaire à travers les trésors du goût.
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  precious in french language: Aspects of Contemporary France Sheila Perry, 2002-09-11
France is defined by claims of uniqueness made by or about the French. Aspects of Contemporary
France illuminates the contemporary economic, cultural, political and social climate of France.
Using a multidisciplinary approach, this book explains the historical background to controversial
issues. It also traces France's road to nationhood through religion, language and territory. Each
chapter is by a specialist in the field and is based on the most up to date information and research.
Beginning with the present day, the book traces the historical background to events and provides a
context for evaluation. The wide-ranging and varied themes covered include: * political parties *
regions in the market place * television and film * women * secularism and Islam * linguistic policies
* French consumers The book also offers a helpful chronology at the end of each chapter, a detailed
bibliography and a recommended reading list. Aspects of Contemporary France presents an
analytical as well as informative appraoch to French Studies. It provides a readily accessible but
in-depth understanding for students of France or French civilization at undergraduate and
postgraduate levels.
  precious in french language: The French Language and British Literature, 1756-1830 Marcus
Tomalin, 2016-03-31 From the 1750s to the 1830s, numerous British intellectuals, novelists,
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essayists, poets, playwrights, translators, educationalists, politicians, businessmen, travel writers,
and philosophers brooded about the merits and demerits of the French language. The decades under
consideration encompass a particularly tumultuous period in Anglo-French relations that witnessed
the Seven Years' War (1756-1763), the American War of Independence (1775-1783), the
Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars (1792-1802 and 1803-1815, respectively), the Bourbon
Restoration (1814-1830), and the July Revolution (1830) - not to mention the gradual expansion of
the British Empire, and the complex cultural shifts that led from Neoclassicism to Romanticism. In
this book, Marcus Tomalin reassesses the ways in which writers such as Tobias Smollett, Maria
Edgeworth, William Wordsworth, John Keats, William Cobbett, and William Hazlitt acquired and
deployed French. This intricate topic is examined from a range of critical perspectives, which draw
upon recent research into European Romanticism, linguistic historiography, comparative literature,
social and cultural history, education theory, and translation studies. This interdisciplinary approach
helps to illuminate the deep ambivalences that characterised British appraisals of the French
language in the literature of the Romantic period.
  precious in french language: Defending French in Flanders, 1873–1974 David J. Hensley,
2023-12-28 This book examines the efforts of the French-speaking minority in Flanders, Belgium, to
maintain a legal and social presence of the French language in Flemish public life. Chronologically,
the study is bookended by two developments, almost exactly a century apart. In 1873, the first laws
were passed which required the use of Dutch in some aspects of public administration in Flanders,
challenging the de facto use of French among the Flemish ruling class. One hundred and one years
later, the last French daily newspaper in Flanders collapsed, marking the end of a once-vibrant
French-language public sphere in Flanders. The author contends that the methods and arguments by
which French speakers defended the role of French in Flemish public life changed along with the
social and political situation of this minority. As the Flemish movement grew over the course of the
twentieth century, French speakers’ appeals to the “free choice” of language lost traction, and they
put forward claims that they represented an ethnolinguistic minority who deserved protection for
their mother tongue. Providing new insights for scholars of European history, and in conversation
with the literature on liberalism, national identity, and Francophonie, this book demonstrates how
the debate over the role of French in Flanders was at the center of Belgium’s ethnolinguistic conflict
– the repercussions of which continue to be felt to this day.
  precious in french language: The French Language Simplified Louis Nottelle, 1856
  precious in french language: What's So Great About America Dinesh D'Souza, 2012-11-20
With What's So Great About America, Dinesh D'Souza is not asking a question, but making a
statement. The former White House policy analyst and bestselling author argues that in the
aftermath of September 11, 2001, American ideals and patriotism should not be things we shy away
from. Instead he offers the grounds for a solid, well-considered pride in the Western pillars of
science, democracy and capitalism, while deconstructing arguments from both the political Left and
political Right. As an outsider from India who has had amazing success in the United States, D'Souza
defends not an idealized America, but America as it really is, and measures America not against an
utopian ideal, but against the rest of the world in a provocative, challenging, and personal book.
  precious in french language: Letters on the War Between Germany and France Germany,
1871
  precious in french language: Lond. &c., 1856, cm.18. The French language simplified Louis
Nottelle, 1856
  precious in french language: Translations on Sub-Saharan Africa United States. Joint
Publications Research Service, 1970
  precious in french language: English Writers Henry Morley, 1891
  precious in french language: The French language: a complete compendium of its history and
etymology E. Roubaud, 1879
  precious in french language: Letters on the War Between Germany and France Theodor
Mommsen, David Friedrich Strauss, Friedrich Max Müller, Thomas Carlyle, 1871



  precious in french language: Interconnecting Translation Studies and Imagology Luc van
Doorslaer, Peter Flynn, Joep Leerssen, 2016-02-25 Isn’t translation all about saying exactly the same
thing in another language? Aren’t national images totally outdated in this era of globalization? Most
people might agree but this book amply illustrates how persistent and multifaceted clichés on
translation and nation can be. Time and again, translating involves making transfer choices and
these choices are never neutral. Though globalization has seemingly all but erased national
ideologies and cultural borders, such ideologies and borders continue to play a determining role in
conflicts, identity politics and cultural profiles. The place where transfer choices and forms of
national and cultural representation come together is also the place where Translation Studies and
Imagology meet. This book offers a wealth of chapters showing how decisive selection and transfer
processes can be in representing national images, both self-images and images of the other(s). It
shows also how intensely the two disciplines can work together and mutually benefit from shared
data and methodologies.
  precious in french language: The Standard Pronouncing Dictionary of the French and
English Languages, According to the French Academy, Etc Gabriel SURENNE, 1840
  precious in french language: Versailles Meets the Taj Mahal Faith E. Beasley, 2018-03-01
Versailles Meets the Taj Mahal identifies and explores the traces that exposure to India left on the
cultural artifacts and mindset of France’s Great Century and the early Enlightenment. Focusing on
the salon of Marguerite de La Sablière and its encounter with the traveler and philosopher François
Bernier, this book resurrects the conversations about India inspired by Bernier’s travels and
inscribed in his influential texts produced in collaboration with La Sablière’s salon. The literary
works, correspondences, and philosophical texts produced by the members of this eclectic salon
bear the traces of this engagement with India. Faith E. Beasley’s analysis of these conversations
reveals France’s unique engagement with India during this period and challenges prevailing images
derived from a nineteenth-century orientalism imbued with colonialism. The India encountered in La
Sablière’s salon through Francois Bernier and others is not the colonized India that has come to
dominate any image of the Orient. Versailles Meets the Taj Mahal adds a new chapter to literary and
cultural history by adopting a new approach to the study of salon culture, exploring how texts,
cultural artifacts, and patterns of thought were shaped by the collective reading and by the
conversations emanating from these practices. Beasley’s analysis highlights the unique role of
French salon culture in the evolution of western thought during the early modern period.
  precious in french language: History of Industrial Uses of Soybeans (Nonfood, Nonfeed) (660
CE-2017) William Shurtleff; Akiko Aoyagi, 2017-12-03 The world's most comprehensive, well
documented and well illustrated book on this subject. With extensive subject and geographical
index. 145 photographs and illustrations - mostly color. Free of charge in digital PDF format on
Google Books.
  precious in french language: History of Soybeans and Soyfoods in China and Taiwan, and in
Chinese Cookbooks, Restaurants, and Chinese Work with Soyfoods Outside China (1024 BCE to
2014) William Shurtleff, H.T. Huang, Akiko Aoyagi, 2014-06-22 The world's most comprehensive,
well documented, and well illustrated book on this subject. With extensive index. 372 photographs
and illustrations. Free of charge in digital format on Google Books.
  precious in french language: The French in the United States Jacqueline Lindenfeld,
2000-09-30 Complex patterns of acculturation are revealed in the most comprehensive ethnographic
study of contemporary French immigrants in the United States. Written by a French-born American
anthropologist who has insider status among French Americans, The French in the United States
offers a fresh look at the histories and experiences of French immigrants. In the foreign-born
generation, a high degree of social integration into American society co-exists with the maintenance
of a French identity which manifests itself in the areas of language, culture, and perceptions. The
French heritage does not usually endure past the second generation, however, because its
maintenance within the family is not adequately supported by collective efforts, due to a lack of
cohesiveness among French-born individuals who have become permanent immigrants. A number of



factors account for the foregoing: the small number of French natives in the United States, their
scattered geographical distribution, the absence of spatially defined communities populated by
direct immigrants from France, and a very high rate of intermarriage. Another important factor is
the primarily individual nature of migration from France to this country since the last half of the
20th century, and a highly developed sense of self-direction in those who stay permanently. Their
French identity must be regarded as cultural rather than ethnic: it is tied to a distant homeland,
rather than to a group with territorial, institutional, and organizational identity in the United States.
Lindenfeld delves into the makings of this French identity and distinguishes French immigrants from
other Americans.
  precious in french language: Official Gazette of the United States Patent and
Trademark Office , 2001
  precious in french language: The Grove Companion to Samuel Beckett C. J. Ackerly, S. E.
Gontarski, 2007-12-01 The Nobel Prize winning author Samuel Beckett is a literary treasure, and
this work represents the only comprehensive reference to the concepts, characters, and biographical
details mentioned by, or related to, Beckett. Painstakingly and lovingly compiled by acclaimed
Beckett scholars C.J. Ackerley and S.E. Gontarski, it is alphabetical, cross-referenced, and laid out in
a very user-friendly format. The Grove Companion to Samuel Beckett provides an organized trove of
information for students and scholars alike, and is a must for any serious reader of Beckett. As most
Beckettians know, “reading [him] for the first time is an experience like no other in modern
literature.” (Paul Auster)
  precious in french language: The British North American Wesleyan Methodist Magazine ,
1842
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