
prefer in sign language

prefer in sign language is a phrase that captures an essential aspect of communication for those who use sign
language daily. Understanding how to express "prefer" in sign language can significantly enhance clarity and
convey personal choices effectively. This article delves into the different ways to sign "prefer" across various
sign languages, with a focus on American Sign Language (ASL), and explores common synonyms and related
expressions. Additionally, the article covers the importance of context, cultural nuances, and tips for
learning and using preference-related signs accurately. Whether for educational purposes, professional
interpreting, or casual communication, mastering how to express preferences in sign language is invaluable. The
content is designed to provide comprehensive insights and practical examples to improve sign language
proficiency related to preference expressions.
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Understanding the Concept of "Prefer" in Sign Language

In sign language, conveying abstract concepts such as preference requires specific gestures that represent
choice, liking, or favoring one option over another. The concept of "prefer" is fundamental to expressing
personal opinions and making decisions. It involves not only the sign itself but also facial expressions and body
language to emphasize the degree of preference. Sign languages, like spoken languages, have unique ways to
communicate this idea, often through verbs or phrases that indicate favoring one thing compared to others.
Recognizing how "prefer" fits within the broader lexicon of signs related to likes, dislikes, and choices is crucial
for effective communication.

Importance of Preference in Communication

Expressing preference is vital in daily interactions as it helps clarify decisions, negotiate options, and establish
individual tastes. In sign language, this expression supports social interactions, educational settings, and
professional environments by allowing users to communicate their choices clearly and respectfully.

Variations Across Different Sign Languages

While this article focuses primarily on American Sign Language (ASL), it is important to acknowledge that
other sign languages, such as British Sign Language (BSL), Auslan, and others, have their unique signs for
"prefer." These variations reflect cultural and linguistic differences and highlight the diversity within the
global Deaf community.

How to Sign "Prefer" in American Sign Language (ASL)

In American Sign Language, "prefer" is typically signed by combining specific hand shapes and movements that



indicate choice or favoring one option over another. The sign emphasizes the personal decision-making process
and is often accompanied by a facial expression that conveys liking or favoring.

Step-by-Step Guide to Signing "Prefer" in ASL

To sign "prefer" in ASL, follow these steps:

Start with both hands open and palms facing upward in front of you.1.

Move one hand slightly forward and place it over the other hand, which remains stationary.2.

Simultaneously, slightly tilt your head or raise your eyebrows to indicate preference.3.

The movement suggests placing one option above another, symbolizing preference.4.

Alternative Method Using the Sign for "Like"

Another common method to express preference is by using the sign for "like" combined with clarifying phrases or
context. For example, signing "I like this better" can effectively communicate preference without a specific sign
for "prefer."

Synonyms and Related Signs for "Prefer"

In addition to the direct sign for "prefer," American Sign Language users frequently employ related signs to
express similar ideas, enhancing communication flexibility.

Common Synonyms

Like: A fundamental sign used to indicate general liking or enjoyment.

Choose: Signifies making a selection, often used when expressing preference among alternatives.

Favorite: Expresses a strong preference or top choice among options.

Want: Indicates desire, sometimes used to imply preference.

Using These Signs in Context

Combining these related signs with facial expressions and body language can provide nuanced meaning. For
example, signing "choose" followed by "this" with a confident facial expression can effectively communicate a
clear preference.

Contextual Usage of Preference Signs

Understanding when and how to use "prefer" and related signs is essential for accurate and respectful



communication. Context influences the choice of signs and the accompanying non-manual signals.

Formal vs. Informal Settings

In formal settings such as education or workplace communication, clarity and precision are paramount. Using
the standard sign for "prefer" or combining "choose" with additional explanation ensures the message is
understood. Informally, users may rely more on expressive facial cues and simpler signs like "like" or "want."

Cultural Sensitivity and Non-Manual Signals

Facial expressions, head tilts, and body posture are integral in sign language communication, especially when
expressing preferences. These non-manual markers can strengthen or soften the preference being communicated and
should be used thoughtfully to respect cultural norms within the Deaf community.

Tips for Learning and Practicing Preference Signs

Mastering the sign for "prefer" and related expressions requires consistent practice and exposure to authentic
sign language environments.

Strategies for Effective Learning

Use Visual Resources: Watching videos or attending sign language classes helps reinforce correct hand
shapes and movements.

Practice with Native Signers: Interaction with fluent signers provides real-world context and feedback.

Incorporate Non-Manual Signals: Pay attention to facial expressions and body language as part of the
signing process.

Expand Vocabulary: Learn synonyms and related signs to express preferences in various ways.

Consistent Review: Regularly review and practice to build muscle memory and confidence.

Common Challenges and Solutions

Some learners may struggle with coordinating hand movements and non-manual signals simultaneously.
Breaking down the sign into components and practicing each separately before combining them can help overcome
these difficulties.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the sign for 'prefer' in American Sign Language (ASL)?

In ASL, 'prefer' is signed by holding both hands in a flat 'B' handshape near the chest, then moving the dominant
hand slightly forward and tapping the middle finger of the dominant hand on the middle finger of the non-dominant
hand.



How can I express 'I prefer coffee' in sign language?

To sign 'I prefer coffee' in ASL, sign 'I' by pointing to yourself, then sign 'prefer' as described, and finally sign
'coffee' by mimicking grinding coffee beans with both fists.

Are there variations of the sign for 'prefer' in different sign languages?

Yes, the sign for 'prefer' can vary between different sign languages such as British Sign Language (BSL),
Auslan, and ASL. Each has its own unique sign, so it's important to learn the specific sign for the sign language
you are using.

Is the concept of 'prefer' commonly used in sign language conversations?

Yes, expressing preference is common in everyday communication, so the sign for 'prefer' is useful and frequently
used in sign language conversations to convey likes and choices.

Can facial expressions affect the meaning of 'prefer' in sign language?

Yes, facial expressions play a crucial role in sign language. When signing 'prefer,' a slight nod or a thoughtful
expression can emphasize your preference or liking for something.

Where can I learn the sign for 'prefer' and other related vocabulary?

You can learn the sign for 'prefer' and other vocabulary through resources such as online ASL dictionaries,
sign language learning apps, YouTube tutorials, and classes offered by deaf organizations or community
colleges.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering Preferences in American Sign Language
This book offers a comprehensive guide to expressing preferences, likes, and dislikes in American Sign Language
(ASL). It covers essential vocabulary, facial expressions, and grammatical structures to help learners
communicate personal choices clearly. With practical examples and exercises, readers can build confidence in
everyday conversations.

2. Expressing Choices: A Sign Language Approach
Focused on the nuances of preference expression, this book explores how to convey decisions and opinions
effectively in sign language. It includes cultural insights and common idiomatic expressions used by the Deaf
community. The interactive lessons encourage readers to practice and apply their skills in real-life scenarios.

3. Sign Language for Preferences and Opinions
Designed for intermediate learners, this book delves into the linguistic features of stating preferences and
sharing opinions in sign language. It emphasizes the importance of non-manual signals such as facial expressions
and body language. The book also provides dialogues, role-plays, and quizzes to reinforce learning.

4. Preference and Choice in Signed Languages
This academic text examines how different signed languages around the world express preference and choice. It
includes comparative studies and linguistic analyses that highlight similarities and differences. Ideal for
linguists and advanced students, it offers a deeper understanding of preference structures in signed
communication.

5. Everyday Preferences: Practical Sign Language
A user-friendly resource, this book emphasizes practical vocabulary and phrases for expressing everyday
preferences. It is packed with illustrations and step-by-step instructions for signing common preferences related
to food, activities, and social interactions. Perfect for beginners seeking to enhance daily communication skills.



6. Choosing in Sign: A Visual Guide to Preferences
This visually rich guide uses photos and diagrams to teach learners how to sign preferences clearly and
effectively. It covers a wide range of contexts, from shopping and dining to entertainment and travel. The book
also highlights regional variations and tips for maintaining natural flow in conversations.

7. Sign Language Preferences and Social Interaction
Examining the role of preference expression in social settings, this book discusses how signers negotiate choices
and express desires politely. It includes scenarios from family, workplace, and community environments. Readers
learn strategies to handle preferences tactfully, enhancing their interpersonal skills in sign language.

8. Learning to Prefer: Sign Language for Personal Expression
This instructional book focuses on helping learners articulate their likes and dislikes with confidence and
clarity. It integrates cultural context and personal storytelling to make learning engaging and meaningful.
Exercises encourage self-expression and help develop a personalized sign vocabulary for preferences.

9. The Art of Preference in Sign Language Communication
Highlighting the expressive potential of sign language, this book explores artistic and creative ways to convey
preferences. It features poetry, storytelling, and performance techniques that incorporate preference signs.
Ideal for performers and advanced learners, it inspires a deeper appreciation of sign language as an expressive
art form.
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Marschark, Rico Peterson, Elizabeth A. Winston, Patricia Sapere, Carol M. Convertino, Rosemarie
Seewagen, Christine Monikowski, 2005-04-14 This is the first volume that synthesizes existing work
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  prefer in sign language: Sign Language Ideologies in Practice Annelies Kusters, Mara Green,
Erin Moriarty, Kristin Snoddon, 2020-08-10 This book focuses on how sign language ideologies
influence, manifest in, and are challenged by communicative practices. Sign languages are minority
languages using the visual-gestural and tactile modalities, whose affordances are very different from
those of spoken languages using the auditory-oral modality.
  prefer in sign language: The Routledge Handbook of Sign Language Pedagogy Russell S.
Rosen, 2019-09-17 The Routledge Handbook of Sign Language Pedagogy is the first reference of its
kind, presenting contributions from leading experts in the field of sign language pedagogy. The
Handbook fills a significant gap in the growing field of sign language pedagogy, compiling all
essential aspects of current trends and empirical research in teaching, curricular design, and
assessment in one volume. Each chapter includes historical perspectives, core issues, research
approaches, key findings, pedagogical implications, future research direction, and additional
references. The Routledge Handbook of Sign Language Pedagogy is an essential reference for sign
language teachers, practitioners, and researchers in applied sign linguistics and first, second, and
additional language learning.
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  prefer in sign language: Sign Languages and Linguistic Citizenship Ellen Foote, 2020-12-30
This critical ethnographic account of the Yangon deaf community in Myanmar offers unique insights
into the dynamics of a vibrant linguistic and cultural minority community in the region and also
sheds further light on broader questions around language policy. The book examines language
policies on different scales, demonstrating how unofficial policies in the local deaf school and wider
Yangon deaf community impact responses to higher level interventions, namely the 2007
government policy aimed at unifying the country’s two sign languages. Foote highlights the need for
a critical and interdisciplinary approach to the study of language policy, unpacking the interplay
between language ideologies, power relations, political and moral interests and community
conceptualisations of citizenship. The study’s findings are situated within wider theoretical debates
within linguistic anthropology, questioning existing paradigms on the notion of linguistic
authenticity and contributing to ongoing debates on the relationship between language policy and
social justice. Offering an important new contribution to critical work on language policy, the book
will be of particular interest to students and scholars in sociolinguistics, linguistic anthropology and
language education.
  prefer in sign language: Sign Language Linguistics Howard Burton, 2020-10-01 This book is
based on an in-depth filmed conversation between Howard Burton and renowned researcher of sign
languages Carol Padden, the Sanford I. Berman Chair in Language and Human Communication at
UC San Diego. This extensive conversation covers topics such as growing up with ASL, Carol’s early
work with Bill Stokoe, the linguistic complexity, structure and properties of ASL and other sign
languages, the development of new sign languages throughout the world, the role of gesture and
embodiment, and much more. This carefully-edited book includes an introduction, Heeding the
Signs, and questions for discussion at the end of each chapter: I. Choosing languages - Faulty
assumptions and different sides II. Distance Education - A formative experience III. Signing as
Language - Bill Stokoe and the development of ASL IV. Diversity and Structure - The many shades of
sign languages V. Distinctiveness - Language, identity, and the question of affordances VI.
Embodiment - Making sense of the world around us through our bodies VII. A Cultural Window -
Change, humour and balance VIII. Predictions and Proclivities - Speculations on the future, fillers
and gender markers IX. Examining Diversity - Brain scans, sign-twisters and gesturing Italians X.
Making Comparison - Efficiency, community and complexity About Ideas Roadshow Conversations:
Presented in an accessible, conversational format, Ideas Roadshow books not only explore frontline
academic research but also reveal the inspirations and personal journeys behind the research.
  prefer in sign language: The Syntax of American Sign Language Carol Jan Neidle, 2000
Recent research on the syntax of signed language has revealed that, apart from some
modality-specific differences, signed languages are organized according to the same underlying
principles as spoken languages. This book addresses the organization and distribution of functional
categories in American Sign Language (ASL), focusing on tense, agreement and wh-constructions.
  prefer in sign language: Independence Without Sight Or Sound Dona Sauerburger, 1993
Independence without Sight or Sound covers the essential aspects of communicating and working
with deaf-blind adults--individuals who have both vision and hearing loss. Written in a personal and
informal style, it is filled with practical information for any professional who works with someone
who is deaf-blind, such as how to talk with someone who is deaf-blind, how deaf-blind people can
communicate with strangers and interact with people in public, and how they can overcome isolation
and assert control over their own life. Written by an expert in orientation and mobility, this guide
emphasizes adapting orientation and mobility techniques for deaf-blind travelers.
  prefer in sign language: Sociolinguistic Variation in American Sign Language Ceil Lucas,
Robert Bayley, Clayton Valli, 2001 Linguists Ceil Lucas, Robert Bayley, Clayton Valli and a host of
other researchers have taken the techniques used to study the regional variations in speech (such as
saying hwhich for which) and have applied them to American Sign Language. Discover how the same
driving social factors affect signs in different regions in Sociolinguistic Variation in American Sign
Language.



  prefer in sign language: Sign Languages Joseph C. Hill, Diane C. Lillo-Martin, Sandra K.
Wood, 2025-04-30 Sign Languages: Structures and Contexts provides a succinct summary of major
findings in the linguistic study of natural sign languages. Focusing on American Sign Language
(ASL), this book offers a comprehensive introduction to the basic grammatical components of
phonology, morphology, and syntax with examples and illustrations. Revised throughout, this new
edition: demonstrates how sign languages are acquired by Deaf children with varying degrees of
input during early development, including no input where children create a language of their own
discusses the contexts of sign languages, including how different varieties are formed and used,
attitudes toward sign languages, and how language planning affects language use includes a new
chapter on the similarities between signed and spoken languages offers additional visuals and
explanations as well as more coverage of signed languages other than ASL is accompanied by
updated online support material, which hosts links to video clips This engaging and accessible
introduction to sign languages is essential reading for students studying this topic for the first time
with little or no background in linguistics.
  prefer in sign language: Sign Language And Language Acquisition In Man And Ape Fred
C. C. Peng, Roger S Fouts, Duane M Rumbaugh, 2019-06-10 This volume brings together recent
research findings on sign language and primatology and offers a novel approach to comparative
language acquisition. The contributors are anthropologists, psychologists, linguists, psycholinguists,
and manual language experts. They present a lucid account of what sign language is in relation to
oral language, and o
  prefer in sign language: Language Acquisition By Eye Charlene Chamberlain, Jill P.
Morford, Rachel I. Mayberry, 1999-08-01 This book focuses on the early acquisition of signed
languages and the later development of reading by children who use signed languages. It represents
the first collection of research papers focused solely on the acquisition of various signed languages
by very young children--all of whom are acquiring signed languages natively, from deaf parents. It is
also the first collection to investigate the possible relationships between the acquisition of signed
language and reading development in school-aged children. The underlying questions addressed by
the chapters are how visual-gestural languages develop and whether and how visual languages can
serve the foundation for learning a second visual representation of language, namely, reading.
Language Acquisition by Eye is divided into two parts, anchored in the toddler phase and the
school-pupil phase. The central focus of Part I is on the earliest stages of signed language
acquisition. The chapters in this part address important questions as to what babytalk looks like in
signed language and the effect it has on babies' attention, what early babbling looks like in signed
language, what babies' earliest signs look like, how parents talk to their babies in signed language to
ensure that their babies see what's being said, and what the earliest sentences in signed languages
tell us about the acquisition of grammar. With contrasting research paradigms, these chapters all
show the degree to which parents and babies are highly sensitive to one another's communicative
interactions in subtle and complex ways. Such observations cannot be made for spoken language
acquisition because speech does not require that the parent and child look at each other during
communication whereas signed language does. Part II focuses on the relationship between signed
language acquisition and reading development in children who are deaf. All of these chapters report
original research that investigates and uncovers a positive relationship between the acquisition and
knowledge of signed language and the development of reading skills and as a result, represents a
historical first in reading research. This section discusses how current theory applies to the case of
deaf children's reading and presents new data that illuminates reading theory. Using a variety of
research paradigms, each chapter finds a positive rather than a negative correlation between signed
language knowledge and usage, and the development of reading skill. These chapters are sure to
provide the foundation for new directions in reading research.
  prefer in sign language: Disability Studies for Human Services Debra Harley, Chris
Flaherty, 2020-12-01 Delivers knowledge critical to understanding the multidimensional aspects of
working with varied populations with disabilities This is the only introduction to disability book with



an interdisciplinary perspective that offers cross-disability and intersectionality coverage, as well as
a special emphasis on many unique populations. Comprehensive and reader-friendly, it provides
current, evidence-based knowledge on the key principles and practice of disability, while addressing
advocacy, the disability rights movement, disability legislation, public policy, and law. Focusing on
significant trends, the book provides coverage on persistent and emerging avenues in disability
studies that are anticipated to impact a growing proportion of individuals in need of disability
services. Woven throughout is an emphasis on psychosocial adaptation to disability supported by
case studies and field-based experiential exercises. The text addresses the roles and functions of
disability service providers. It also examines ethics in service delivery, credentialing, career paths,
cultural competency, poverty, infectious diseases, and family and lifespan perspectives. Reinforcing
the need for an interdisciplinary stance, each chapter discusses how varied disciplines work
together to provide services addressing the whole person. Active learning is promoted through
discussion boxes, self-check questions, and learning exercises. Faculty support includes
PowerPoints, model syllabi, test bank, and instructor manual. Purchase includes digital access for
use on most mobile devices or computers. Key Features: Provides readers with key knowledge and
skills needed to effectively practice in multidisciplinary settings Offers interdisciplinary perspectives
on conceptualization, assessment, and intervention across a broad range of disabilities and client
populations Underscores the intersectionality of disability to correspond with trends in education
focusing on social justice and underrepresented populations Includes research and discussion boxes
citing current research activities and excerpts from noted experts in various human service
disciplines Promotes active learning with discussion boxes, multiple-choice questions, case studies
with discussion questions, and field-based experiential exercises Includes instructor manual, sample
syllabi, PowerPoint slides, and test bank Identifies key references at the end of chapters and
provides resources for additional information Purchase includes digital access for use on most
mobile devices or computers.
  prefer in sign language: Linguistics of American Sign Language Clayton Valli, Ceil Lucas,
2000 New 4th Edition completely revised and updated with new DVD now available; ISBN
1-56368-283-4.
  prefer in sign language: Barron's American Sign Language Barron's Educational Series,
David A. Stewart, Jennifer Stewart, 2021-01-05 Barron’s American Sign Language is a brand-new
title on ASL that can be used in the classroom, as a supplemental text to high school and college
courses, or for anyone who wants to learn proper ASL. The only book with comprehensive
instruction and online graded video practice quizzes, plus a comprehensive final video exam.
Content includes topics on the Deaf culture and community, ASL Grammar, fingerspelling,
combining signs to construct detailed sentences, Everyday ASL, and much more. More than 1,000
illustrations of signs with instructions on movement--step-by-step with dialogue, tip boxes, and
practice exercises and quizzes throughout to reinforce retention and to track your progress.
  prefer in sign language: Sign & Say Daphna Flegal, 2012-08 Help children sign popular Bible
verses
  prefer in sign language: The Bloomsbury Companion to Phonology Nancy C. Kula, Bert
Botma, Kuniya Nasukawa, 2013-02-14 Originally published as the Continuum Companion to
Phonology, this book offers the definitive guide to a key area of linguistic study. It covers all the
most important issues, concepts, movements and approaches in the field. Each companion offers a
comprehensive reference resource giving an overview of key topics, research areas, new directions
and a manageable guide to beginning or developing research in the field. It offers a survey of
current research and also gives more practical guidance on advanced study and research in the
area. The book includes coverage of key research areas in phonology, including the interaction of
phonology with other areas of linguistics while also providing some guidance on how phonological
research can be conducted in the field and in the laboratory. It moves from coverage of the smallest
units such as features and syllables to larger units incorporating phrasal and prosodic structure. It is
a complete resource for postgraduate students and researchers working in phonology.



  prefer in sign language: Deaf Around the World Gaurav Mathur, Donna Jo Napoli,
2011-01-27 The articles in Deaf around the World offer an introduction to deaf studies and the study
of signed languages.
  prefer in sign language: The Oxford Handbook of Word Classes Eva van Lier, 2023 This
handbook explores multiple facets of the study of word classes, also known as parts of speech or
lexical categories. The contributions showcase the importance of word classes for the whole
discipline of linguistics, while also highlighting the many ongoing debates in the areas and outlining
fruitful avenues for future research.
  prefer in sign language: Claims Manual United States. Social Security Administration, 1981
  prefer in sign language: The Sociolinguistics of Sign Languages Ceil Lucas, 2001-10-04 This is
an accessible introduction to the major areas of sociolinguistics as they relate to sign languages and
deaf communities. Clearly organised, it brings together a team of leading experts in sign linguistics
to survey the field, and covers a wide range of topics including variation, multilingualism,
bilingualism, language attitudes, discourse analysis, language policy and planning. The book
examines how sign languages are distributed around the world; what occurs when they come in
contact with spoken and written languages; and how signers use them in a variety of situations.
Each chapter introduces the key issues in each area of inquiry and provides a comprehensive review
of the literature. The book also includes suggestions for further reading and helpful exercises. The
Sociolinguistics of Sign Languages will be welcomed by students in deaf studies, linguistics and
interpreter training, as well as spoken language researchers, and researchers and teachers of sign
language.
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clause as object or an infinitive) to like better or value more highly: I prefer to stand
PREFER definition and meaning | Collins English Dictionary If you prefer someone or
something, you like that person or thing better than another, and so you are more likely to choose
them if there is a choice. Does he prefer a particular sort of music?
Prefer Definition & Meaning | Britannica Dictionary PREFER meaning: 1 : to like (someone or
something) better than someone or something else often + to or over often followed by to + verb; 2 :
to make (a charge) against someone in a
How to use "prefer" in English ("Preferto" vs. "Preferthan": a   When we prefer something, we
like it more than something else. Someone can ask you if you like something, and you can answer
"yes" or "no," then state your preference, as in
prefer verb - Definition, pictures, pronunciation and usage notes Definition of prefer verb in
Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary. Meaning, pronunciation, picture, example sentences,
grammar, usage notes, synonyms and more
Prefer - Grammar - Cambridge Dictionary Expressing preference We use prefer to say we like
one thing or activity more than another. We can use a prepositional phrase with to when we
compare two things or actions: I prefer tea to
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