
praise in hebrew language
praise in hebrew language is a concept deeply embedded in the culture,
religion, and daily communication of Hebrew-speaking communities.
Understanding how praise is expressed in Hebrew involves exploring its
linguistic roots, cultural significance, and various forms used in both
ancient texts and modern contexts. This article delves into the different
words and phrases for praise, their meanings, and the contexts in which they
are used. Additionally, it highlights the importance of praise in religious
practices, literature, and everyday interactions. By examining these
elements, readers gain a comprehensive view of how praise functions within
the Hebrew language and society. The following sections will guide you
through essential aspects including vocabulary, biblical usage, cultural
implications, and contemporary expressions.
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Praise in Biblical Hebrew

Cultural Significance of Praise in Hebrew Society

Modern Usage and Expressions of Praise

Common Phrases and Their Meanings

Understanding Praise Vocabulary in Hebrew
The Hebrew language offers a rich variety of words to express praise, each
carrying different nuances and applications. Praise in Hebrew often conveys
admiration, worship, or commendation, reflecting both secular and sacred
contexts. Many of these terms originate from the root letters ש-ב-ח (shin-
bet-chet), which generally relate to praising or boasting.

Key Hebrew Words for Praise
Several prominent Hebrew words are commonly used to express praise.
Understanding their meanings and contexts is essential for grasping the
concept fully.

This word means "praise" or "commendation." It is widely :(Shevach) שבח
used in religious texts and everyday speech to express approval or
admiration.

Meaning "to praise" or "to boast," this term is often :(Hallel) הלל



associated with songs of praise, especially in a liturgical context.

Although it primarily means "to bless," it is closely :(Barach) ברך
related to praise since blessing often involves praising a higher power.

",This word translates as "thanks" or "gratitude :(Todah) תודה
reflecting a form of praise expressing appreciation.

Roots and Derivatives
Hebrew is a root-based language, and praise-related words often derive from
specific triliteral roots that convey the core idea of admiration and
exaltation. For example, the root הלל (h-l-l) not only forms the verb "to
praise" but also generates nouns and adjectives related to praise and
brightness, symbolizing honor and glory.

Praise in Biblical Hebrew
The concept of praise in biblical Hebrew is central to the religious and
poetic texts of the Hebrew Bible (Tanakh). Praise is frequently directed
toward God, expressing reverence, worship, and gratitude.

Usage in Psalms and Prayers
The Book of Psalms, or Tehillim, contains some of the most profound examples
of praise in Hebrew literature. The psalms often use words like הלל (Hallel)
and שבח (Shevach) to honor God’s greatness and mercy. These expressions of
praise are integral to Jewish liturgy and continue to be recited in modern
worship.

Forms of Praise in Biblical Texts
Biblical praise can be categorized as follows:

Hallel Prayers: Specific psalms recited on holidays and special1.
occasions, focusing on praising God’s deeds.

Thanksgiving Psalms: Psalms expressing gratitude and praise for divine2.
intervention.

Liturgical Praise: Structured prayers used in temple worship and3.
communal gatherings.



Cultural Significance of Praise in Hebrew
Society
Praise in Hebrew culture transcends language; it reflects societal values,
communal identity, and spiritual beliefs. The act of praising serves to
strengthen social bonds and affirm shared faith.

Role in Religious Practices
Praise in the Hebrew language plays a pivotal role in Jewish religious
ceremonies and rituals. From daily prayers to festivals, praising God is a
fundamental practice that fosters spiritual connection and communal unity.

Expressing Praise in Social Contexts
Beyond religious settings, praise is a vital part of interpersonal
communication in Hebrew-speaking communities. Compliments and expressions of
admiration are common in social interactions, reflecting respect and
appreciation.

Commending achievements or talents

Expressing gratitude for kindness or support

Celebrating milestones and successes

Modern Usage and Expressions of Praise
In contemporary Hebrew, praise continues to be an important linguistic and
cultural element. It is used in everyday language, media, education, and
formal events.

Everyday Praise in Israeli Hebrew
Modern Hebrew speakers use a range of phrases and words to offer praise in
casual conversation or public speech. Words like "מצוין" (metzuyan,
excellent) and "יפה מאוד" (yafe me’od, very beautiful) are frequently used
compliments.



Formal and Literary Praise
In literature, speeches, and formal writing, praise often adopts a more
elaborate and poetic tone. Writers and speakers employ biblical and
traditional language to evoke a sense of grandeur and respect.

Common Phrases and Their Meanings
Learning specific phrases that convey praise in Hebrew is useful for both
language learners and those interested in cultural expressions.

Examples of Praise Phrases

Thank you very much," a common expression of" :(Todah Rabah) תודה רבה
gratitude and praise.

Literally "all the honor," used to praise :(Kol HaKavod) כל הכבוד
someone’s effort or achievement.

How beautiful," a phrase used to praise" :(Eizeh Yofi) איזה יופי
appearance or quality.

Something special," used to commend" :(Mashehu Meyuchad) משהו מיוחד
uniqueness or excellence.

Using Praise Appropriately
Context is crucial when offering praise in Hebrew. Formal settings may
require respectful and traditional terms, while casual conversations favor
simple and direct compliments. Understanding these nuances enhances effective
communication and cultural appreciation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Hebrew word for praise?
The Hebrew word for praise is 'תְּהִלָּה' (tehillah).

How do you say 'to praise' in Hebrew?
To say 'to praise' in Hebrew, you use the verb 'לְהַלֵּל' (lehalel).



What is the significance of praise in Hebrew
culture?
Praise, or 'tehillah,' holds significant importance in Hebrew culture,
especially in religious contexts, where it is used to honor God and express
gratitude and reverence through prayer and song.

Can you give an example of a Hebrew phrase that
means 'Praise God'?
A common Hebrew phrase for 'Praise God' is 'ּהַלְלוּיָה' (Hallelujah), which
literally means 'Praise the Lord.'

Are there different forms of praise in Hebrew?
Yes, Hebrew has various forms of praise including verbal expressions like
and ,(Tehillim - Psalms) 'תְּהִלִּים' songs like ,(hallel - praise) 'הלל'
blessings that express admiration and gratitude.

Where is praise commonly found in Hebrew texts?
Praise is commonly found in the Book of Psalms (תְּהִלִּים, Tehillim) in the
Hebrew Bible, which is a collection of songs and prayers dedicated to
praising God.

Additional Resources
תהילים: מזמורי תהילה ותפילה .1
This book is a collection of Psalms from the Hebrew Bible, focusing on themes
of praise and worship. It explores the poetic expressions of gratitude and
reverence towards God. Readers can find comfort and inspiration in these
ancient songs and prayers that have been central to Jewish liturgical
tradition for millennia.

שבח ותהילה בתנ"ך .2
This scholarly work analyzes various instances of praise and glorification
found throughout the Hebrew Scriptures. It examines the linguistic and
theological aspects of praise, highlighting how it shapes the relationship
between humans and the divine. The book is ideal for those interested in
biblical studies and the role of worship in ancient Israel.

הלל: פיוטי שבח מסורתיים .3
A compilation of traditional Hebrew liturgical poems (piyyutim) dedicated to
praise, this book delves into the historical and spiritual significance of
these poetic compositions. It includes texts recited during Jewish festivals
and special prayers, offering insight into the evolution of praise in Jewish
worship.



שיר השירים: שיר שבח ואהבה .4
This book focuses on the Song of Songs, interpreting it as a poetic
celebration of praise and love, both divine and human. It explores the rich
symbolism and metaphors that have inspired readers throughout Jewish history.
The commentary provides a unique perspective on praise as an expression of
deep emotional and spiritual connection.

תורת השבח: מדריך ללימוד תפילות .5
Designed as a guide for studying Jewish prayers, this book emphasizes the
elements of praise within daily and festival liturgies. It offers
explanations of key praise phrases and their meanings, helping readers
enhance their prayer experience. The book is suitable for learners at all
levels seeking to deepen their understanding of Hebrew prayers.

אורות השבח: מסורת ההלל בפסח .6
This book explores the tradition of reciting Hallel Psalms during the
Passover festival. It discusses the historical origins, liturgical function,
and spiritual significance of praise in the context of liberation and
thanksgiving. Readers gain appreciation for how praise is woven into Jewish
communal celebrations.

שבח ויקר: תפילות של הודיה והערכה .7
Focusing on prayers of thanksgiving and appreciation, this volume highlights
the role of praise in expressing gratitude to God. It includes a selection of
prayers used in various Jewish rituals, accompanied by commentary on their
language and intent. The book serves as a resource for those wishing to
incorporate more praise into their devotional life.

פיוטי שבח מהתקופה התורנית .8
This collection features praise poems from the Toraonic period, showcasing
the development of Hebrew liturgical poetry. It provides historical context
and literary analysis, illustrating how praise was artistically crafted to
inspire worshippers. Scholars and enthusiasts of Hebrew poetry will find this
book particularly enriching.

שבח בניגון: המוזיקה של התפילה היהודית .9
Examining the musical dimension of praise, this book discusses the melodies
and chants used in Jewish prayer services. It explores how music enhances the
expression of praise and creates a spiritual atmosphere. The book includes
examples of traditional tunes and insights into their significance within the
Hebrew worship experience.
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  praise in hebrew language: The Ancient Hebrew Lexicon of the Bible Jeff A. Benner,
2021-06-28 All previous Biblical Hebrew lexicons have provided a modern western definition and
perspective to Hebrew roots and words. This prevents the reader of the Bible from seeing the
ancient authors' original intent of the passages. This is the first Biblical Hebrew lexicon that defines
each Hebrew word within its original Ancient Hebrew cultural meaning. One of the major
differences between the Modern Western mind and the Ancient Hebrew's is that their mind related
all words and their meanings to a concrete concept. For instance, the Hebrew word chai is normally
translated as life, a western abstract meaning, but the original Hebrew concrete meaning of this
word is the stomach. In the Ancient Hebrew mind, a full stomach is a sign of a full life. The Hebrew
language is a root system oriented language and the lexicon is divided into sections reflecting this
root system. Each word of the Hebrew Bible is grouped within its roots and is defined according to
its original ancient cultural meaning. Also included in each word entry are its alternative spellings,
King James translations of the word and Strong's number. Indexes are included to assist with finding
a word within the lexicon according to its spelling, definition, King James translation or Strong's
number.
  praise in hebrew language: Haskalah and Hasidism in the Kingdom of Poland Marcin
Wodziński, 2005-07-21 The conflict between Haskalah and hasidism shaped the world of Polish
Jewry for almost two centuries. This award-winning study, a synthesis that offers both breadth and
depth, is based on source materials in Polish and five other languages. Its subject matter is
successfully contextualized within the broader domains of the European Enlightenment and Polish
culture, tsarist policy and Polish history, hasidism and rabbinic culture, as well as the ins and outs of
the Haskalah itself.
  praise in hebrew language: Hebrew Language and Jewish Thought David Patterson,
2004-09-01 Drawing on more than three hundred Hebrew roots, the author shows that Jewish
thought employs Hebrew concepts and categories that are altogether distinct from those that
characterize the Western speculative tradition. Among the key categories that shape Jewish thought
are holiness, divinity, humanity, prayer, responsibility, exile, dwelling, gratitude, and language itself.
While the Hebrew language is central to the investigation, the reader need not have a knowledge of
Hebrew in order to follow it. Essential reading for students and scholars of Judaism, this book will
also be of value to anyone interested in the categories of thinking that form humanity's ultimate
concerns.
  praise in hebrew language: Loving Jewish People Paul O. Bischoff, 2025-08-21 Jewish people
are experiencing another Holocaust. The only difference between today’s catastrophic extermination
of Jews and that of Nazi Germany’s is technology. German efficiency murdered Jewish people and
disposed of their bodies in short order. Iranian murderous terror toward Jewish people is taking
longer. Missiles are hit and miss. Why does the world hate the Jews? It all starts with God. An
anti-God spirit prevails in cultures around the world. The Jews are God’s first people on earth. They
are God’s method of blessing all families and nations. Maybe it’s jealousy. No matter what, you can’t
love God and hate the Jews. Ironically the very religion which owes its existence to Judaism,
Christianity, has historically been the perpetrator of Jewish hatred. The church was a bystander
while others executed their mission of annihilation. The opposite of hate is love. To reverse current
global anti-Jewish feeling requires loving Jewish people as human beings. It must start with a
repentant church willing to admit, confess, and plead forgiveness from any Jewish person. The
church needs to practice what it believes—to love God with all its heart, body, soul, and spirit—by
demonstrating concrete ways to love its neighbor, the Jewish people.
  praise in hebrew language: Igbo Mediators of Yahweh Culture of Life Philip Chidi Njemanze,
2015-11-19 Igbo Mediators of Yahweh Culture of Life is a travel in time to where it all began. The
book shows that the Creator Yahweh was in full communication with his earliest created people, the
Igbos, who lived his culture of life. God shares one language with the Igbos, through which he gave
them the enlightenment of civilization for humanity. This civilization was documented in the Igbo



pictographic writings called hieroglyphics, which have remained unknown until this first ever
exposition by this book. It traces this history from the earliest (pictographic) writings dating back
400,000 years ago in the caves in present-day Gabon, the rock paintings in the Sahara desert dating
back 45,000 B.C., and in the Chauvet caves in France dating back 35,000 B.C. The hieroglyphics in
ancient Egypt are, for the first time, explained in their original Igbo language with English
translations. The original Igbo text of the Holy Scriptures is unveiled in a manner that brings true
contextual understanding of the teachings of the prophets and the gospels. Using ethno-linguistics,
anthropology, and archaeology, the exact origins of ancient biblical Israel was uncovered with
specific names and locations of all the Jewish towns and villages as they existed then and to the
present day in Igbo land, Nigeria. The location of the palace of King David and King Solomons
temple are revealed to exist in Owerri, Imo State. The exact place of the birth of Jesus Christthe
place where he lived, worked, was crucified, and buriedare all uncovered in this book. The discovery
of highly developed Igbo technologies in ancient Egypt that were looted by Napoleon in 1799 and
now used for reverse engineering to obtain many of the present day technologies including electric
battery, aircraft systems, Space Shuttle, submarines, helicopters and others are demonstrated. The
origin of the Igbos of Europe, China, and the Americas are unveiled. The UFOs writings obtained at
Roswell in hieroglyphics were explained and the author postulates a fascinating hypothesis that,
there are Igbos in another nearby galaxy! The book illustrates the intensifying struggle from the
beginning of time between Gods Culture of Life and the Culture of Death. The book traces the prolife
struggle against the Culture of Death, which though very much apparent in our time, has never
eclipsed the enlightenment of the civilization of the Culture of Life. This book has fundamentally
rewritten the World History as we know it. The book claims that, the Igbos are the chosen people of
God. The Igbos civilized the world as Pharaohs of ancient Egypt, the Kings of ancient Israel, the
Greeks, the Phoenicians, Etruscans, Iberians, Carthaginians, Mayans, Olmecs, ancient Chinese,
ancient Russians, Babylonians and Jewish authors of the Holy Bible. The spread of the Culture of Life
provoked persecution and genocide against Igbos to this day. This is a Great Book of the Secrets of
World Civilization. Read it!
  praise in hebrew language: The Emergence of Modern Hebrew Literature in Babylon
from 1735-1950 Lev Ḥaḳaḳ, 2009 This book begins with a brief history about the Jews in Babylon,
now Iraq, their Hebrew creativity, and the fact that this creativity was excluded from the history of
Modern Hebrew literature because it was unknown to the scholars. The book focuses on the years
1735-1950 and presents the secular Hebrew poetry written in Babylon at that time. It also includes
the folktales, journalistic articles, epistles, research of Hebrew literature, a story and a play. The last
part presents the Hebrew periodicals that were published in Babylon.
  praise in hebrew language: Entering Jewish Prayer Reuven Hammer, 2010-12-08 This
engaging and informative book provides an introduction to the liturgy of the Siddur--the Jewish
prayerbook. More than a how-to guide, this resource deals with basic issues for the modern
worshiper, the historial compilation of the Siddur, and much more.
  praise in hebrew language: Respect for the Jews Franz Posset, 2019-09-30 Eight different
historical-theological studies are assembled here under the title Respect for the Jews. They focus
primarily on positive Catholic attitudes toward Jews during the turbulent years of the first half of the
sixteenth century. The number of authors and texts are relatively small, but need to be brought out
into the open. For the first time, a speech in praise of the language of the Jews by the early
ecumenist, Georg Witzel (1501-1573), is made available in English. Other Catholic Hebraists who
are featured include Johann Reuchlin (1455-1522), Matthaeus Adrianus (ca. 1470-1521), Robert
Wakefield (died 1537), and Nicolaus Winmann (ca. 1500-1550). Their brilliant works are presented
in front of the sinister backdrop of the vicious attacks against the Jews by the well-educated Catholic
convert of Jewish descent, Johann Pfefferkorn (ca. 1469-1521), a self-appointed Catholic missionary
to the Jews, and also against the background of the scandalous outbursts of the Grobian Reformer,
Martin Luther (1483-1546). Volume 4 of the author's Collected Works fosters the idea that Jews and
Christians are study partners, rather than antagonists--as visualized in the new statue Synagogue



and Church in Our Time (as shown on the cover).
  praise in hebrew language: On the Road Again With God Judy Baus, 2013-12-13 For over
twenty years, I have been traveling full time with my husband. Our only home during this time has
been a bus converted into a motor home. From our home on wheels, we have traveled the highways
and byways reaching out to people in the USA and Canada with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. I have
met people from all walks of life, many with overwhelming problems. The place doesn’t seem to
matter. Everywhere people are struggling with this thing called life. From birth to death people are
asking the questions “Who am I? Why am I here? What’s the purpose of life? What happens to me
when I die?” For years I too struggled over these questions. I’ve helped many people learn how to
face their problems with God’s help, and in turn, they have all helped me. This book is a result of
some of the insights I have gained and lessons I’ve learned.
  praise in hebrew language: The Color of Glory Lilia A. Bayne, 2011-01-19 He brought me to
the banqueting house, and his banner over me is love. (Songs of Solomon 2:4) God created all things
in His image and likeness. During creation, in chapter one in the Book of Genesis, God announced,
Let there be and everything that became, came forth in color - green leaves, brown tree trunks,
white sand, blue or green ocean, yellow sun, red and orange fire and volcanic emission. Every good
thing comes from God and emanates from His nature. Apostle Lilia A. Bayne is the Senior Pastor of
Triumphant Full Gospel Assembly, Inc., an inner city church in Brooklyn, New York. She teaches and
preaches locally and travels extensively for ministry, both nationally and internationally. She was
born in the Republic of Panama and is fluent in both English and Spanish. She believes that the
colorful Glory of God covers the earth as the waters cover the seas. She shares this belief wherever
she goes by SHOUTING GLORY. Apostle Lilia A. Bayne is known by many as The Woman for the Job
  praise in hebrew language: What Every Human Must Know Joshua T. Franklin, 2022-08-25
Many people have sought for the ultimate meaning of finding God in all sort of ways, but are never
able to find the peace of mind and satisfaction for which they are searching. They've come to realize
that there is something vitally missing in their lives and despite all their efforts are unable to remove
the guilt of sin that separates them from their creator. This book thoroughly explains how to be
reunited with our creator. Many have come to this crossroad facing the following questions looking
for answers: (1) What is God's Name? (2) How am I made righteous in God's sight? (3) How do I
worship God that I might come into covenant with Him? In this book Minister Franklin unfolds
answers and shares his testimony to encourage every believer so they can understand how there
faith in Jesus Christ is made complete through there obedience to God's word. This book has
revelation knowledge of God's plan and purpose for you in how to receive the blood of Jesus and the
infilling of the Holy Ghost.
  praise in hebrew language: Notes, critical, explanatory, and practical, on the Book of
psalms. Author's ed Albert Barnes, 1868
  praise in hebrew language: The Nicodemus Principle Barry KornReich, 2005-02 This book
explores the modern Gospel message that you, with your human will, are ultimately responsible for
your eternal destiny and future existence. It lays out a detailed examination and analysis of the
sovereignty of God as described in the Bible. It contrasts this Bible teaching with today's message
that humans have a free will, which is sovereign in choosing their final destiny.
  praise in hebrew language: Bible Teacher's Commentary Larry Richards, Lawrence O.
Richards, 2002 In this outstanding Christian Education resource, the entire Bible Genesis 1 to
Revelation 22 is divided into teachable units. There are many link-to-life ideas to help teach each
unity to any age group.
  praise in hebrew language: The Essential Guide to Jewish Prayer and Practices Andrea Lieber
Ph.D., 2012-03-06 An insightful and illuminating guide to Judaism's basic tenets and practices. The
Essential Guide to Jewish Prayer and Practices offers a more profound understanding of Judaism-for
practicing Jews and non-Jews alike-by explaining the key concepts of Jewish thought, including the
sanctity of human life, Judaism's concept of God, and the role of the Torah in guiding Jewish spiritual
life. Judaic studies scholar Andrea Lieber introduces readers to the form of Jewish prayer-the



structure of Jewish worship and the different kinds of prayers that make up Jewish liturgy. • The
perfect guide for Jewish spirituality for affiliated and non- practicing Jews as well as people of other
faiths • Provides essential knowledge of the meaning of the Torah and the rituals of worship and
prayer
  praise in hebrew language: The Oxford Handbook of the Book of Revelation Craig R.
Koester, 2020 The Book of Revelation holds a special fascination for both scholars and the general
public. The book has generated widely differing interpretations, yet Revelation has surprisingly not
been the focus of many single-volume reference works. The Oxford Handbook of the Book of
Revelation fills a need in the study of this controversial book. Thirty essays by leading scholars from
around the world orient readers to the major currents in the study of Revelation. Divided into five
sections-Literary Features, Social Setting, Theology and Ethics, History of Reception and Influence,
and Currents in Interpretation-the essays identify the major lines of interpretation that have shaped
discussion of these topics, and then work through the aspects of those topics that are most
significant and hold greatest promise for future research.
  praise in hebrew language: Notitia Eucharistica William Edward Scudamore, 1876
  praise in hebrew language: Notitia Eucharistica ... By W. E. Scudamore ... , 1876
  praise in hebrew language: South Asia Bible Commentary Zondervan,, 2015-10-06 A
one-volume commentary, written and edited by South Asian Biblical scholars on all the books of the
Bible. For the purposes of this commentary South Asia was defined as the SAARC countries, namely
India, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bangladesh, Pakistan, Bhutan and the Maldives. The contributing scholars
from these countries—addressing these countries' specific concerns—have adopted the following key
principles: Integrity: Articles are written within the confines of the Lausanne Covenant and all
contributions are in line with and support the confessional direction of the Lausanne Covenant.
Interpretation: The commentary offers readers a contextual and readable guide, interpreting the
biblical text section by section rather than delving too deeply into critical and exegetical details.
South Asian: All authors are scholars writing from within their own contexts for the people of South
Asia. The focus of this commentary is three-fold: exegetical, contextual, and applied. Articles explain
the meaning of the text, relate that meaning to the context, and apply it to wider life and ministry.
Understanding what the Bible teaches book by book. The following features are specifically designed
to help you as you study each book of the Bible: Introduction to each book sketches the context and
main themes of the book and its relevance to South Asia. Outline shows the structure of the book
and can help to identify preaching topics. Subheadings break the book up into manageable portions.
Bold references highlight verses being discussed and help you find your place quickly. Italics identify
quoted verses being discussed at that point in the commentary. Applications are built into the text in
many places. Further reading: each of the authors suggest other commentaries you could consult.
  praise in hebrew language: NIrV, May the Faith Be with You Holy Bible Zondervan,,
2017-09-26 Life in the Spirit isn’t about cushioned pews and easy living—it’s about adventure, risk,
daring, and the pursuit of wisdom. It’s about letting the awesome power of God work through you to
do things you never thought possible. In this brand-new full-text Bible, you’ll learn the highest,
truest, and most rewarding way to a life of wisdom, apprenticing with the Ultimate Master
himself—Jesus Christ. Features include: 24 full-color pages of content on the marvel of God’s
creation and the meaning of faith Vibrant outer space imagery Compelling, metallic-embellished
cover The complete text of the New International Reader's Version (NIrV) of the Bible
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PRAISE | definition in the Cambridge English Dictionary PRAISE meaning: 1. to express
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Praise - definition of praise by The Free Dictionary To praise is to voice approbation,
commendation, or esteem: "She was enthusiastically praising the beauties of Gothic architecture"
(Francis Marion Crawford). Acclaim usually implies hearty
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