
praxis ii special education

praxis ii special education is a critical certification exam for educators seeking to specialize in teaching
students with disabilities. This exam assesses the knowledge and skills necessary to effectively instruct and
support learners with special needs across various educational settings. Understanding the structure,
content, and preparation strategies for the Praxis II Special Education test can significantly enhance a
candidate’s chances of passing. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the Praxis II Special
Education exam, including its format, content areas, study resources, and practical tips for success. Whether
you are an aspiring special education teacher or an experienced educator aiming to obtain certification, this
guide offers valuable insights into the exam’s requirements and expectations. The following sections will
delve into the exam overview, detailed content breakdown, preparation strategies, and frequently asked
questions related to Praxis II Special Education.
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Overview of Praxis II Special Education
The Praxis II Special Education exam is designed to evaluate an educator’s proficiency in teaching students
with a wide range of disabilities. It is a requirement for teacher certification in many states across the
United States. The exam ensures that candidates possess foundational knowledge in special education
theory, instructional strategies, assessment techniques, and legal and ethical considerations. By successfully
passing the Praxis II Special Education exam, candidates demonstrate their readiness to support diverse
learners and implement individualized education programs (IEPs) effectively.

Purpose and Importance
The primary purpose of the Praxis II Special Education exam is to certify that teachers have the essential
competencies to work with students who have special needs. This includes understanding various
disabilities, adapting instructional methods, and collaborating with families and professionals. The exam



promotes high standards for special education professionals, ensuring quality education and positive
outcomes for students with disabilities.

Who Should Take the Exam?
The exam is intended for prospective special education teachers, including those preparing for initial
certification or adding a special education endorsement to their existing teaching license. It is suitable for
educators working with students from early childhood through secondary levels who require specialized
instruction and support.

Content Areas and Exam Structure
The Praxis II Special Education exam typically covers multiple domains to assess comprehensive
knowledge and skills related to special education. Understanding the exam’s structure helps candidates
focus their study efforts effectively and gain confidence on test day.

Exam Format
The exam usually consists of approximately 100 selected-response questions, with a time limit of around 2
to 2.5 hours. Questions are multiple-choice and scenario-based, requiring test takers to apply theoretical
knowledge to practical teaching scenarios. The exam is computer-based and administered at designated
testing centers or through approved online platforms.

Key Content Areas
The exam content is organized into several main categories, which may vary slightly depending on the
specific Praxis II test version. Common content domains include:

Foundations of Special Education: Definitions, historical context, legislation such as IDEA and ADA,
and ethical considerations.

Assessment and Evaluation: Types of assessments, data collection methods, interpreting results, and
progress monitoring.

Instructional Practices and Strategies: Differentiated instruction, behavior management, collaboration
with general education teachers, and assistive technology.

Individualized Education Program (IEP) Development: Components of IEPs, goal setting,
accommodations, and legal requirements.



Characteristics of Disabilities: Intellectual disabilities, learning disabilities, emotional and behavioral
disorders, autism spectrum disorders, and physical impairments.

Effective Preparation Strategies
Preparing for the Praxis II Special Education exam requires a strategic approach that combines content
review, practice tests, and skill development. Effective preparation increases the likelihood of passing and
reduces test anxiety.

Create a Study Plan
Developing a structured study schedule is essential for covering all exam topics systematically. Allocate
sufficient time for each content area, with additional focus on weaker subjects. Consistency in study sessions
helps reinforce learning and retention.

Utilize Quality Study Materials
Accessing reputable study guides, textbooks, and online resources tailored to the Praxis II Special Education
exam is crucial. Official ETS materials, practice questions, and review books provide comprehensive
coverage of exam content and format.

Practice with Sample Questions
Engaging with sample questions and full-length practice tests familiarizes candidates with question types
and time constraints. This practice enhances test-taking skills, such as critical thinking and time
management, which are vital during the actual exam.

Join Study Groups or Professional Forums
Collaborating with peers preparing for the same exam offers opportunities for discussion, clarification of
complex topics, and moral support. Professional forums and online communities can also provide valuable
tips and resources.



Registration and Test Logistics
Understanding the administrative aspects of the Praxis II Special Education exam ensures a smooth testing
experience. Candidates must be aware of registration procedures, fees, testing locations, and policies.

How to Register
Registration is typically completed through the Educational Testing Service (ETS) website. Candidates
must create an account, select the appropriate Praxis II Special Education test, choose a test date and location,
and pay the required fee. Early registration is recommended to secure preferred testing dates.

Testing Locations and Formats
The exam is offered at numerous authorized testing centers nationwide. In some cases, remote testing
options may be available, allowing candidates to take the exam from home under strict supervision. It is
important to verify available testing formats and requirements prior to registration.

Exam Day Guidelines
On the day of the exam, candidates should arrive early with valid identification and any permitted
materials. Familiarity with testing center rules and procedures helps reduce stress and ensures compliance
with regulations.

Frequently Asked Questions
This section addresses common inquiries related to the Praxis II Special Education exam, providing clarity
on important aspects.

What is the passing score for the Praxis II Special Education exam?
Passing scores vary by state and specific certification requirements but generally range between 150 and
160 on a scaled scoring system. Candidates should consult their state’s department of education for exact
passing criteria.

Can I retake the exam if I fail?
Yes, candidates are allowed to retake the Praxis II Special Education exam if they do not pass on their first



attempt. There is typically a waiting period between attempts, and each retake requires a new registration
and fee payment.

How long are Praxis II scores valid?
Praxis II scores are generally valid for up to 10 years; however, this duration may vary depending on state
policies. It is advisable to verify the validity period with the relevant certification authority.

Are accommodations available for test takers with disabilities?
Yes, ETS provides accommodations for individuals with documented disabilities or health-related needs.
Requests for accommodations must be submitted and approved prior to test registration, with appropriate
documentation provided.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Praxis II Special Education exam?
The Praxis II Special Education exam is a standardized test designed to assess the knowledge and skills of
prospective special education teachers to ensure they can effectively teach students with diverse learning
needs.

What subjects are covered in the Praxis II Special Education exam?
The exam covers topics such as instructional planning and delivery, assessment and evaluation, foundations
and professional responsibilities, and characteristics of students with disabilities.

How many questions are on the Praxis II Special Education exam?
The number of questions varies depending on the specific test, but typically the Praxis II Special Education
exam includes around 120 selected-response questions.

What is the passing score for the Praxis II Special Education exam?
Passing scores vary by state and certification requirements, but generally, a score of around 160 to 165 is
considered passing on a 100-200 scale.



How can I prepare for the Praxis II Special Education exam?
Preparation can include reviewing official study guides, taking practice tests, attending prep courses, and
studying key topics such as instructional strategies, assessment methods, and legal/ethical issues.

Are there different Praxis II Special Education tests for various grade
levels?
Yes, there are different Praxis II Special Education exams tailored for specific grade ranges, such as K-8, 5-9,
or 7-12, to reflect the appropriate content knowledge for those teaching levels.

How long is the Praxis II Special Education exam?
The exam typically lasts about 2 hours, but the exact duration can vary based on the specific test version
and accommodations.

Can I take the Praxis II Special Education exam online?
As of now, the Praxis II exams are generally administered at designated testing centers, though some
remote testing options may be available depending on ETS policies and current circumstances.

What are common challenges test-takers face with the Praxis II Special
Education exam?
Common challenges include understanding diverse disability categories, applying legal and ethical
standards, and mastering effective instructional and assessment strategies for students with special needs.

How often can I retake the Praxis II Special Education exam if I don't
pass?
Test-takers can retake the Praxis II Special Education exam multiple times, but there is usually a waiting
period of 21 days between attempts.

Additional Resources
1. Praxis II Special Education: Core Knowledge and Applications
This book offers a comprehensive overview of the core concepts tested on the Praxis II Special Education
exam. It covers instructional strategies, assessment techniques, and legal and ethical considerations in special
education. The text is designed to help candidates build a solid foundation and apply knowledge effectively
in real classroom scenarios.



2. Praxis Special Education (5354) Study Guide 2024-2025
This study guide provides detailed content review and practice questions tailored specifically for the Praxis
5354 exam. It includes test-taking tips, practice tests, and explanations of key special education topics such as
Individualized Education Programs (IEPs), behavior management, and disability categories. Ideal for self-
study, it prepares candidates to approach the exam with confidence.

3. Special Education Teacher Certification Exam Preparation
Focusing on the Praxis II Special Education exam, this book emphasizes critical thinking and practical
application of knowledge. It includes case studies, sample lesson plans, and strategies for addressing diverse
learner needs. The guide aims to equip future educators with the skills needed to manage inclusive
classrooms effectively.

4. Praxis II Special Education: Content Knowledge 5354 Study Guide
This resource offers a thorough review of the content areas covered in the Praxis II 5354 exam, including
assessment, instruction, and professional practice. It features practice questions and detailed answer
explanations to reinforce understanding. The book is ideal for candidates seeking targeted review materials.

5. The Complete Guide to Special Education Praxis II Exam
Providing a detailed breakdown of the exam structure, this guide helps candidates navigate the different
question formats of the Praxis II Special Education test. It also includes strategies for time management and
stress reduction during the exam. The comprehensive content review covers legal, instructional, and
behavioral topics.

6. Praxis II Special Education 5354 Secrets Study Guide
This study guide reveals effective test-taking strategies and high-yield content areas to focus on for the
Praxis II Special Education exam. It includes practice questions modeled after the actual exam and answers
with detailed rationales. The book is designed to boost confidence and improve test performance.

7. Inclusive Education and Special Needs: Praxis II Exam Prep
This book emphasizes the principles of inclusive education and how they relate to the Praxis II Special
Education exam content. It covers differentiated instruction, collaboration with families and professionals,
and adapting curriculum to meet diverse needs. The guide supports educators in fostering inclusive
classroom environments.

8. Praxis Special Education Assessment Review
A focused review guide that targets the assessment and evaluation components of the Praxis II Special
Education exam. It explains standardized testing, progress monitoring, and data-driven decision-making in
special education. This book is useful for candidates who want to strengthen their assessment knowledge.

9. Essential Strategies for Praxis II Special Education Success
This book combines content review with practical strategies for passing the Praxis II Special Education
exam. It includes mnemonic devices, study schedules, and advice on tackling difficult questions. The
resource is designed to help candidates maximize their study efforts and achieve certification.
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  praxis ii special education: Praxis Special Education Core Knowledge and Applications (5354)
Study Guide Cirrus Teacher Certification Exam Prep, 2019-02-10 Imagine a study guide actually
made for teachers! Because we know your life is busy, we created a study guide that isn't like other
books out there. With Cirrus Test Prep's unofficial Praxis Special Education Core Knowledge and
Applications (5354) Study Guide: Praxis II Special Education Exam Prep for Mild to Moderate
(5543), & Severe to Profound Applications (5545) you get a quick but full review of everything tested
on your certification exam. FREE online resources are also included with your study guide! Imagine
having FREE practice questions, online flash cards, study cheat sheets, and 35 test tips available
anytime, anywhere on your cell phone or tablet. Cirrus Test Prep's resources will give you the push
you need to pass your test the first time. ETS was not involved in the creation or production of this
product, is not in any way affiliated with Cirrus Test Prep, and does not sponsor or endorse this
product. Cirrus Test Prep's Praxis Special Education Core Knowledge and Applications (5354) Study
Guide includes a full REVIEW of: Online Resources Introduction ONE: Student Growth and
Development TWO: Disability Categories THREE: Planning and the Learning Environment FOUR:
Instruction FIVE: Assessment SIX: Transition SEVEN: Professional Responsibilities EIGHT: 5354
Practice Test NINE: 5543 Practice Test TEN: 5545 Practice Test ...as well as 3 FULL practice tests.
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Special Education Team, 2014-06-11 Think all Special Education (0543/5543) study guides are the
same? Think again! With easy to understand lessons and practice test questions designed to
maximize your score, you'll be ready. You don't want to waste time - and money! - retaking an exam.
You want to accelerate your education, not miss opportunities for starting your future career! Every
year, thousands of people think that they are ready for the Special Education (0543/5543) test but
realize too late when they get their score back that they were not ready at all. They weren't
incapable, and they certainly did their best, but they simply weren't studying the right way. There
are a variety of methods to prepare for the Special Education (0543/5543) test...and they get a
variety of results. Trivium Test Prep's Special Education (0543/5543) study guide provides the
information, secrets, and confidence needed to get you the score you need - the first time around.
Losing points on the Special Education (0543/5543) exam can cost you precious time, money, and
effort that you shouldn't have to spend. What is in the book? In our Special Education (0543/5543)
study guide, you get the most comprehensive review of all tested concepts. The subjects are easy to
understand, and have fully-explained example questions to ensure that you master the material. Best
of all, we show you how this information will be applied on the real exam; Special Education
(0543/5543) questions are included so that you can know, without a doubt, that you are prepared.
Our study guide is streamlined and concept-driven so you get better results through more effective
study time. Why spend days or even weeks reading through meaningless junk, trying to sort out the
helpful information from the fluff? We give you everything you need to know in a concise,
comprehensive, and effective package.
  praxis ii special education: Praxis II Special Education (0354/5354) Study Guide Praxis
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maximize your score, you'll be ready. You don't want to waste time - and money! - retaking an exam.
You want to accelerate your education, not miss opportunities for starting your future career! Every
year, thousands of people think that they are ready for the Praxis II Special Education (0354/5354)
test but realize too late when they get their score back that they were not ready at all. They weren't
incapable, and they certainly did their best, but they simply weren't studying the right way. There
are a variety of methods to prepare for the Praxis II Special Education (0354/5354) test...and they
get a variety of results. Trivium Test Prep's Special Education (0354/5354) study guide provides the
information, secrets, and confidence needed to get you the score you need - the first time around.
Losing points on the (0354/5354)Core Knowledge and Applications exam can cost you precious time,
money, and effort that you shouldn't have to spend. What is in the book? In our Special Education
(0354/5354) study guide, you get the most comprehensive review of all tested concepts. The subjects
are easy to understand, and have fully-explained example questions to ensure that you master the
material. Best of all, we show you how this information will be applied on the real exam; Special
Education (0354/5354) questions are included so that you can know, without a doubt, that you are
prepared. Our study guide is streamlined and concept-driven so you get better results through more
effective study time. Why spend days or even weeks reading through meaningless junk, trying to sort
out the helpful information from the fluff? We give you everything you need to know in a concise,
comprehensive, and effective package.
  praxis ii special education: Special Education in Contemporary Society Richard M. Gargiulo,
2012 Special Education in Contemporary Society: An Introduction to Exceptionality is designed for
use by preservice and inservice teachers who will teach students with special needs in the general
classroom. The text provides a rare glimpse into the lives of persons with exceptionalities, including
their families and teachers. Focusing on human exceptionalities across the life span, the text
employs a traditional organization beginning with four foundations chapters that introduce teachers
to special education, followed by 10 categorical chapters each on a different disability. Each
categorical chapter features sections on transition, cultural diversity, technology, instructional
strategies, and family considerations.
  praxis ii special education: ,
  praxis ii special education: Praxis II Special Education Preschool/Early Childhood
(5691) Exam Educational Testing Group, 2018-02-12 This practice test includes 300 multiple choice
test questions about Praxis II Special Education Preschool/Early Childhood (5691) Exam The test has
been carefully developed to assist you to pass your actual test. It will help you prepare for and pass
your exam on the first attempt but it does not include any study guide. The book focuses only on
carefully selected practice questions. Two main topics, DISABILITIES and LEARNING
ENVIRONMENT are covered in this test. DISABILITIES questions focus on; #9642 Understanding
Disabilities #9642 Individualized Education Plan LEARNING ENVIRONMENT questions focus on;
#9642 Instructional Environment #9642 Collaboration & Communication.
  praxis ii special education: The Praeger International Handbook of Special Education Michael
L. Wehmeyer, James R. Patton, 2017-06-15 This handbook provides a concise overview of special
education services in countries across the world, using the Article on Education in the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities as the analytical frame. The Praeger
International Handbook of Special Education presents a concise and clear overview of special
education services in more than 70 countries across the world using the Article on Education in the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with disabilities as the analytical frame. Each
chapter offers information about the country in general, followed by sections on the public education
system, the private education system, the special education system, teacher training requirements,
and barriers to and promising trends in inclusive and special education. The volumes and chapters
are organized by the United Nations Geoscheme, with Volume 1 including an overview of the
volumes and chapters on countries in the Americas, Volume 2 addressing countries from Europe and
Africa, and Volume 3 focusing on countries in Asia and Oceania. This is the most complete
exploration of the delivery of supports and services to children and youth with disabilities across the



globe available. The volumes do not compare among or between countries, but rather provide a
baseline for understanding current special education practices and their relationship with general
education and inclusive practices across the globe. Readers will come away with an in-depth
understanding of what is happening with regard to the implementation of special education services
and Article 24 of the Convention for the Rights of People with Disabilities. This valuable reference
set serves researchers, graduate students, and policymakers in special and general education as well
as professionals focused on issues of education worldwide and scholars focused on international
special education. As such, this handbook will be an important reference source for university
libraries, professional associations, and policy entities.
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Harris, Esther Langer, Kymberly Harris Drawdy, Praxis, 2012 REA's PRAXIS II test prep was
designed to help teacher candidates master the information on the Special Education (0353, 0354,
0543, 0545) exams. This test prep is for college students or career-changing professionals who plan
to teach in a special education program at any grade level and/or those who plan to teach students
with moderate to severe disabilities. /Written by an education expert, our review covers all the
topics tested on the exams, including application of special education principles and core knowledge
content. The book includes a full-length practice test for each exam, for a total of 4 tests! Each
practice test features every type of question tested on the exam, allowing teacher candidates to
assess their skills and gauge their test-readiness.
  praxis ii special education: CliffsNotes Praxis II Education of Exceptional Students
(0353, 0382, 0542, 0544), Second Edition Judy L Paris, 2012-07-17 An updated edition of the
market-leading guide Subject reviews for each of the four Praxis II Education of Exceptional
Students tests covered in the book 6 model practice tests: two 0353 practice tests; two 0542
practice tests; one 0382 practice test; and one 0544 practice test
  praxis ii special education: CliffsTestPrep Praxis II Judy L. Paris, 2008-06-16 A guide to help
aspiring special education teachers pass their test Twenty states require would-be special education
teachers to pass various Praxis II tests for licensure. All six special education tests in the Praxis II
series are covered in this book, which includes focused subject reviews and a full-length practice
test for each subject assessment exam.
  praxis ii special education: Cultivating and Keeping Committed Special Education Teachers
Bonnie S. Billingsley, 2005-03-10 Billingsley highlights the problems that drive many special
educators out of teaching and outlines practical recommendations that leaders can use to increase
retention.
  praxis ii special education: Praxis 5383 Special Education Preparing Teachers in America,
2016-10-13 PRAXIS 5383 Special Education: Teaching Students with Learning Disabilities Practice
Exam plus a free online tutoring subscription. Rate the best test prep book, this guide contains
updated exam questions based on the recent changes to the PRAXIS 5383 Special Education:
Teaching Students with Learning Disabilities. The PRAXIS 5383 Special Education: Teaching
Students with Learning Disabilities questions are aligned with the updated standards. This guide
includes similar to the real PRAXIS 5383 Special Education: Teaching Students with Learning
Disabilities. Included in the guide are detail explanations to each of the practice exam questions.
  praxis ii special education: Praxis II Special Education: Teaching Students with Learning
Disabilities (5383) Exam Secrets Study Guide: Praxis II Test Review for the Praxis II: Su Praxis II
Exam Secrets Test Prep, 2018-04-12 ***Includes Practice Test Questions*** Praxis II Special
Education: Teaching Students with Learning Disabilities (5383) Exam Secrets helps you ace the
Praxis II: Subject Assessments, without weeks and months of endless studying. Our comprehensive
Praxis II Special Education: Teaching Students with Learning Disabilities (5383) Exam Secrets study
guide is written by our exam experts, who painstakingly researched every topic and concept that you
need to know to ace your test. Our original research reveals specific weaknesses that you can exploit
to increase your exam score more than you've ever imagined. Praxis II Special Education: Teaching
Students with Learning Disabilities (5383) Exam Secrets includes: The 5 Secret Keys to Praxis II



Test Success: Time Is Your Greatest Enemy, Guessing is Not Guesswork, Practice Smarter, Not
Harder, Prepare, Don't Procrastinate, Test Yourself; Introduction to the Praxis II Exam Series
including: Praxis Assessment Explanation, Two Kinds of Praxis Assessments, Understanding the
ETS; A comprehensive General Strategy review including: Make Predictions, Answer the Question,
Benchmark, Valid Information, Avoid Fact Traps, Milk the Question, The Trap of Familiarity,
Eliminate Answers, Tough Questions, Brainstorm, Read Carefully, Face Value, Prefixes, Hedge
Phrases, Switchback Words, New Information, Time Management, Contextual Clues, Don't Panic,
Pace Yourself, Answer Selection, Check Your Work, Beware of Directly Quoted Answers, Slang,
Extreme Statements, Answer Choice Families; Along with a complete, in-depth study guide for your
specific Praxis II Test, and much more...
  praxis ii special education: Praxis 5322 Special Education Preparing Teachers in America,
2016-10-13 PRAXIS 5322 Special Education: Teaching Students with Intellectual Disabilities
Practice Exam plus a free online tutoring subscription. Rate the best test prep book, this guide
contains updated exam questions based on the recent changes to the PRAXIS 5322 Special
Education: Teaching Students with Intellectual Disabilities. The PRAXIS 5322 Special Education:
Teaching Students with Intellectual Disabilities questions are aligned with the updated standards.
This guide includes similar to the real PRAXIS 5322 Special Education: Teaching Students with
Intellectual Disabilities. Included in the guide are detail explanations to each of the practice exam
questions.
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  praxis ii special education: Praxis II Special Education Core Knowledge and Severe to
Profound Applications (0545) Exam Secrets Study Guide Mometrix Media LLC, 2015-02-25
***Includes Practice Test Questions*** Praxis II Special Education: Core Knowledge and Severe to
Profound Applications (0545 and 5545) Exam Secrets helps you ace the Praxis II: Subject
Assessments, without weeks and months of endless studying. Our comprehensive Praxis II Special
Education: Core Knowledge and Severe to Profound Applications (0545 and 5545) Exam Secrets
study guide is written by our exam experts, who painstakingly researched every topic and concept
that you need to know to ace your test. Our original research reveals specific weaknesses that you
can exploit to increase your exam score more than you've ever imagined. Praxis II Special Education:
Core Knowledge and Severe to Profound Applications (0545 and 5545) Exam Secrets includes: The 5
Secret Keys to Praxis II Test Success: Time Is Your Greatest Enemy, Guessing is Not Guesswork,
Practice Smarter, Not Harder, Prepare, Don't Procrastinate, Test Yourself; Introduction to the Praxis
II Exam Series including: Praxis Assessment Explanation, Two Kinds of Praxis Assessments,
Understanding the ETS; A comprehensive General Strategy review including: Make Predictions,
Answer the Question, Benchmark, Valid Information, Avoid Fact Traps, Milk the Question, The Trap
of Familiarity, Eliminate Answers, Tough Questions, Brainstorm, Read Carefully, Face Value,
Prefixes, Hedge Phrases, Switchback Words, New Information, Time Management, Contextual Clues,
Don't Panic, Pace Yourself, Answer Selection, Check Your Work, Beware of Directly Quoted Answers,
Slang, Extreme Statements, Answer Choice Families; Along with a complete, in-depth study guide
for your specific Praxis II Test, and much more...
  praxis ii special education: Praxis 5354 Special Education For Dummies Consumer
Dummies, 2025-02-26 Prepping for the Praxis 5354 Special Education Exam is no small feat! With
two tests in the book and two more practice tests online, plus content review on all of the pertinent
subjects, This hands-on study guide will give prospective Special Education teachers everything they
need to succeed on this important exam. Inside: Find out how to register Practice your way to
test-day success Discover all of the question types Review essential content Take two full-length
practice tests Access two more practice tests online
  praxis ii special education: Praxis 5354 Special Education Preparing Teachers in America,
2016-10-13 PRAXIS 5354 Special Education: Core Knowledge and Applications Practice Exam plus a
free online tutoring subscription. Rate the best test prep book, this guide contains updated exam
questions based on the recent changes to the PRAXIS 5354 Special Education: Core Knowledge and



Applications. The PRAXIS 5354 Special Education: Core Knowledge and Applications questions are
aligned with the updated standards. This guide includes similar to the real PRAXIS 5354 Special
Education: Core Knowledge and Applications. Included in the guide are detail explanations to each
of the practice exam questions.
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(5354) Flash Cards Book Cirrus Teacher Certification Exam Prep Team, 2019-05-05
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