prayer for political leaders

prayer for political leaders is a meaningful practice embraced by many
communities seeking wisdom, guidance, and integrity for those in positions of
power. Political leaders hold great responsibility in shaping policies,
influencing societal values, and steering nations toward progress and
justice. Praying for these individuals is a way to invoke divine support for
their decisions and actions, encouraging ethical governance and compassionate
leadership. This article explores the significance of prayer for political
leaders, offering insights into its spiritual and societal impact. It also
provides examples of prayers and suggestions on how to incorporate such
prayers into personal or communal practices. The following sections will
delve into the importance, approaches, and benefits of praying for those who
govern.

e The Importance of Prayer for Political Leaders
e How to Pray Effectively for Political Leaders
e Sample Prayers for Political Leaders

e The Role of Faith in Political Leadership

e Benefits of Praying for Political Leaders

The Importance of Prayer for Political Leaders

Praying for political leaders plays a crucial role in fostering a spiritual
foundation for governance and public service. Recognizing that leaders face
complex challenges and ethical dilemmas, prayer serves as a medium to seek
divine wisdom and strength on their behalf. Many religious traditions
emphasize the significance of interceding for those in authority, believing
that such prayers can positively influence decisions and promote the common
good. This practice also reflects a collective hope for peace, justice, and
moral integrity within political systems.

Spiritual Responsibility and Civic Engagement

Engaging in prayer for political leaders is not only a spiritual act but also
an expression of civic responsibility. It acknowledges that governance is
intertwined with values and ethics and that spiritual support contributes to
better leadership. Prayers can encourage leaders to act with fairness,
humility, and courage, especially when facing public scrutiny and pressure.
Additionally, prayer fosters a sense of community among citizens who share



the desire for effective and compassionate leadership.

Historical Perspective on Prayers for Leaders

Throughout history, prayer for rulers and political figures has been a common
practice in many cultures. From ancient times to modern days, communities
have sought divine favor for their kings, presidents, and government
officials. This tradition underscores the universal recognition of the need
for guidance beyond human wisdom, especially in matters of governance that
affect entire populations. Such prayers have often been invoked during times
of crisis, transition, or national celebration.

How to Pray Effectively for Political Leaders

Effective prayer for political leaders involves intentionality, sincerity,
and understanding of the unique challenges these leaders face. It is
important to approach such prayers with respect and an open heart, focusing
on the well-being of the nation and its citizens. Incorporating specific
elements into prayers can enhance their meaningfulness and impact.

Guidelines for Meaningful Prayer

When praying for political leaders, consider the following guidelines:

Pray for wisdom: Ask for discernment in making decisions that affect
many lives.

e Pray for integrity: Request strength to remain honest and just in all
actions.

e Pray for peace: Seek peaceful resolutions to conflicts and unity among
people.

e Pray for humility: Encourage leaders to serve with a heart of compassion
rather than ambition.

e Pray for protection: Petition for safety and health in the demanding
role of leadership.

Incorporating Prayer into Daily Life

Incorporating prayer for political leaders into daily routines can be done
through personal devotion, group prayers, or during religious services.
Setting aside a specific time each day or week to pray for governance and



leadership helps maintain consistent support. Additionally, participating in
organized prayer meetings or interfaith gatherings can amplify the collective
spiritual influence on political environments.

Sample Prayers for Political Leaders

Below are examples of prayers that can be adapted or used as inspiration for
those seeking to pray for political leaders in various contexts.

Prayer for Wisdom and Guidance

“Heavenly Father, grant our political leaders the wisdom to govern with
justice and fairness. Illuminate their minds with understanding and their
hearts with compassion. Guide their decisions so they may lead our nation
toward peace and prosperity.”

Prayer for Integrity and Courage

“Lord, strengthen our leaders with integrity and courage. Help them to stand
firm in truth and to act with honesty. May they resist corruption and serve
the people with humility and dedication.”

Prayer for Unity and Peace

“God of peace, inspire our political leaders to foster unity among all
citizens. Bless them with the ability to bridge divides and work toward the
common good. May peace prevail in our land through their efforts.”

The Role of Faith in Political Leadership

Faith often plays a significant role in shaping the values and decisions of
political leaders. Many leaders draw strength and moral guidance from their
religious beliefs, which can influence their approach to governance and
public service. Understanding the intersection between faith and politics
helps contextualize the importance of prayer for political leaders.

Faith as a Foundation for Ethical Leadership

Religious convictions can provide a framework for leaders to prioritize
justice, compassion, and service. Faith-based principles often encourage
leaders to consider the welfare of their constituents and to uphold human
dignity. This spiritual foundation can promote accountability and inspire
ethical conduct in political arenas.



Challenges and Opportunities

While faith can positively influence political leadership, it also presents
challenges, such as balancing diverse beliefs within a pluralistic society.
Prayer for political leaders can be a unifying practice that transcends
religious differences by focusing on shared values like peace, justice, and
good governance.

Benefits of Praying for Political Leaders

Praying for political leaders offers multiple benefits, both spiritually and
socially. It fosters a culture of support and hope, encourages ethical
leadership, and promotes community engagement in governance issues. The
practice can also bring personal peace to those who pray, knowing they are
contributing positively to their society.

Encouraging Positive Leadership

Regular prayer can inspire leaders to act with greater responsibility and
integrity. Knowing that they are supported spiritually may motivate political
figures to pursue policies that reflect fairness and compassion.

Promoting Social Harmony

Prayer for political leaders helps build a sense of unity among citizens by
focusing on common aspirations for peace and justice. This collective
spiritual effort can reduce polarization and encourage constructive dialogue.

Enhancing Personal and Community Well-Being

Engaging in prayer also benefits individuals and communities by promoting
mindfulness, hope, and resilience. It provides a constructive outlet for
concerns about governance and fosters an environment of care and respect.

Frequently Asked Questions

Why is prayer for political leaders important?

Prayer for political leaders is important because it encourages wisdom,
guidance, and integrity in their decision-making, promoting peace and justice
in society.



How can prayer influence political leadership?

Prayer can influence political leadership by inspiring leaders to act with
compassion, fairness, and accountability, and by fostering a sense of
responsibility towards the well-being of their constituents.

What are some common themes in prayers for political
leaders?

Common themes include seeking wisdom, protection, humility, justice, peace,
and ethical governance for political leaders.

Can prayer for political leaders help unite divided
communities?

Yes, prayer for political leaders can help unite divided communities by
encouraging collective hope, mutual respect, and a shared desire for positive
leadership and social harmony.

How do different religions approach prayer for
political leaders?

Different religions often encourage prayer for political leaders as a way to
seek divine guidance for just and moral governance, though the specific
prayers and rituals may vary according to religious traditions.

Is there a specific time or occasion for praying for
political leaders?

Many people pray for political leaders during times of election, political
turmoil, national crises, or regularly in religious services to continuously
seek guidance and blessings for their leaders.

How can individuals incorporate prayer for political
leaders into their daily lives?

Individuals can incorporate prayer for political leaders into their daily
lives by setting aside time for reflection, including leaders in personal or
communal prayers, and fostering a mindset of hope and encouragement for
positive leadership.

Additional Resources

1. Prayers for Leaders: Spiritual Guidance for Those in Authority
This book offers a collection of prayers specifically crafted for political
leaders seeking divine wisdom and strength. It emphasizes the importance of



humility, justice, and compassion in governance. Readers will find prayers
that inspire courage and integrity in decision-making processes.

2. Interceding for Our Nation: Prayer Strategies for Political Leadership
Focused on practical prayer techniques, this book guides readers on how to
pray effectively for their country’s leaders. It explores the spiritual
battles faced in politics and encourages believers to stand in the gap
through focused intercession. The text combines biblical principles with
contemporary issues facing governments.

3. God’s Guidance for Government: Prayers to Empower Leaders

This devotional-style book offers daily prayers and reflections aimed at
empowering political leaders to govern justly. It highlights biblical
examples of godly rulers and the impact of prayer on leadership. Readers are
encouraged to seek divine wisdom to navigate complex political challenges.

4. Praying with Purpose: A Christian’s Guide to Supporting Political Leaders
Designed for laypeople and prayer groups, this book outlines purposeful
prayers for various aspects of political leadership. It addresses themes such
as peace, justice, and moral courage, helping readers engage in meaningful
spiritual support for elected officials. The guide also includes scriptural
references to deepen prayer life.

5. Leadership Under Prayer: Spiritual Tools for Political Authority

This resource delves into the spiritual disciplines that political leaders
can adopt to maintain ethical and effective leadership. It discusses the role
of prayer in crisis management and policy development. The book is a valuable
tool for anyone interested in the intersection of faith and governance.

6. Prayers for Peace and Justice: Invoking God’s Blessing on Political
Leaders

Aimed at fostering peace and justice, this book provides prayers that address
social and political issues from a faith-based perspective. It encourages
readers to pray for reconciliation and fairness in leadership decisions. The
prayers are designed to inspire hope and positive change within governments.

7. Divine Wisdom for Political Leaders: Prayers and Reflections

This collection of prayers and meditations focuses on seeking God’s wisdom
for those in political power. It highlights the challenges of leadership and
the need for spiritual discernment. Readers are invited to reflect on their
own role in supporting political authorities through prayer.

8. Standing in the Gap: Prayers for Political Leaders in Difficult Times
This book addresses the need for steadfast prayer during turbulent political
periods. It offers prayers for protection, guidance, and perseverance for
leaders facing adversity. The text encourages believers to be steadfast
intercessors for the stability and righteousness of their nations.

9. Prayer and Politics: A Faith-Based Approach to Supporting Leaders
Exploring the relationship between faith and public service, this book
presents prayers and insights for engaging with political leaders



spiritually. It discusses the challenges of maintaining integrity and faith
in the political arena. Readers learn how to pray effectively for leaders to
uphold justice and serve with compassion.
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prayer for political leaders: Politics and Prayer Francis H. Wade, 1999

prayer for political leaders: Leadership and Authority Titre Ande, 2011-06-01 This book
proposes that Christian theology in Africa can have a significant impact if a critical understanding of
the socio-political situation in contemporary Africa is taken seriously. The Christian leadership in
post-colonial Africa has cloned its understanding and use of authority on the Bula Matari model,
which issued from the brutality of colonialism and political absolutism in post-colonial Africa. This
model has caused many problems in churches, including dysfunction, conflicts, division and lack of
prophetic ministry. The book proposes that Life-Community ecclesiology can liberate authority,
where leadership is a function, not a status and 'apostolic succession' belongs to all the people of
God. This is a superb book on leadership, which has implications for all in church leadership beyond
the Congo. Ande analyzes how church leadership has often mimicked secular models in an unhelpful
way. He critiques the use of power and privilege and offers an alternative model of life-community
ecclesiology. This is an informative, instructive and compelling read. Cathy Ross J V Taylor Fellow in
Missiology, Oxford University, Manager, Crowther Centre for Mission Education, CMS Dr. Ande's
book is a very important addition to the history of Christianity in the eastern Congo Democratic
Republic. His careful study of the growth of the Anglican church in Boga and Aru clearly and vividly
explores the different dynamics of church growth in these two areas. He is sensitive to the differing
ways in which Ugandan Anglicanism has provided models for the development of the church in
Congo, by a study both of the original evangelism from Buganda associated with Apolo Kivebulaya in
Boga, and the more recent impact of Revivalist Christianity mediated through the West Nile during
times of political confusion in both countries. The historical material is used with great insight to
develop a constructive theology of power and authority in the church, and to critique existing
structures of clerical and episcopal power. Kevin Ward, Senior Lecturer, Department of Theology
and Religious Studies, University of Leeds Rt. Rev. Dr. Titre Ande Georges, Congolese, is currently
the Anglican Bishop of the Diocese of Aru, Democratic Republic of Congo. He is a former principal of
the Anglican Theological College, ISThA, at Bunia, and still lectures at the college. He has a PhD
from the University of Birmingham.

prayer for political leaders: Serving in Your Church Prayer Ministry Charles E. Lawless, 2003
This compact prayer manual shows how to build and participate in a praying church and includes
stories and examples from a cross section of churches, evaluation charts, and discussion questions
so both church staff and lay leaders can use it individually or in group settings.

prayer for political leaders: Prayer in Islamic Thought and Practice Marion Holmes Katz,
2013-04-29 The five daily prayers (Salat) that constitute the second pillar of Islam deeply pervade
the everyday life of observant Muslims. Until now, however, no general study has analyzed the rules
governing Salat, the historical dimensions of its practice and the rich variety of ways that it has been
interpreted within the Islamic tradition. Marion Holmes Katz's richly textured book offers a broad
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historical survey of the rules, values and interpretations relating to Salat. This innovative study on
the subject examines the different ways in which prayer has been understood in Islamic law, Sufi
mysticism and Islamic philosophy. Katz's book also goes beyond the spiritual realm to analyze the
political dimensions of prayer, including scholars' concerns about the righteousness and piety of
rulers. The last chapter raises significant issues around gender roles, including the question of
women's participating in and leading public worship. This book will resonate with students of Islamic
history and comparative religion.

prayer for political leaders: Breakthrough Prayers Daniel [gomodu, 2003-08

prayer for political leaders: Prayer: Dare to Ask Ralph Moore, 2003-01-03 All Christians seek
a better prayer life--ideally one where they connect with and have a closer relationship with God.
Too many of us, however, have nagging feelings of guilt when it comes to asking God for what we
want. Ralph Moore reminds us that it is absolutely okay to pray for God to meet our needs. In fact,
we should do so with every expectancy that God will answer our prayers, because he loves us and
always wants to help us. When we pray with a clear conscience and place our trust in him, all things
are indeed possible. This simple, straightforward book provides answers to basic questions on
prayer for all Christians--and for anyone who wants to understand prayer and how it can transform
your life.

prayer for political leaders: In Pursuit of Moral Political Leadership Glen M. E. Duerr, Mark
Caleb Smith, Justin D. Lyons, 2025-09-18 This book examines political leadership utilizing a
worldview centered on the Bible. There are eleven substantive case study chapters that cover a wide
swath of famous political leaders across multiple centuries and in several different national contexts
within systems that diverge widely. In Pursuit of Moral Political Leadership sets the objective of
investigating moral leadership knowing that every human being has their flaws and shortcomings
yet pursues strong leadership for the betterment of their respective polities. Notably, each author
assesses the strengths and weaknesses of each leader but also analyzes the institutional constraints
on their decision making that help to provide a fuller picture of their leadership legacies. Utilizing
diverse scholars from Cedarville University's Department of History and Government, the book
features chapters on Oliver Cromwell, Edmund Burke, George Washington, Winston Churchill,
Syngman Rhee, J. Edgar Hoover, Martin Luther King Jr, Margaret Thatcher, Benjamin Netanyahu, as
well as two comparative chapters on i) Jimmy Carter and Ronald Reagan, and ii) George W. Bush,
Tony Blair, and Stephen Harper.

prayer for political leaders: Prophecy and Politics in South African Pentecostalism Mookgo
Solomon Kgatle, 2023-12-28 This book is an interdisciplinary study of the relationship between
prophecy and politics in South African Pentecostalism. The role and the power of prophecy in
enhancing the presence of politicians in the church square are unpacked through historical
examples, as well as case studies of contemporary prophets. Solomon Kgatle argues that the
influence of prophecy in politics has the potential to weaken the prophetic voice of the church in
general and the Pentecostal movement in particular. He proposes a Pentecostal political theology of
prophecy. This theology is developed by taking into cognizance the theoretical and theological
frameworks of prophetic imagination and pneumatological imagination. In addition, this theology
seeks a balance between prophecy and power and prophecy and sovereignty.

prayer for political leaders: Prayers That Avail Much for Leaders Germaine Copeland,
2008-10-15 From the classic bestselling series on prayer, with over 4 million books sold, comes this
much needed and requested edition written especially for leaders - in business, ministry, and
government. Discover dozens of powerful, Scripture-based prayers written in light of a leader's great
responsibilities including: Seeking Wisdom, Trusting God...

prayer for political leaders: The Transforming Power of Affirmative Prayer Grace Reynolds
Victor, 2012-12-13 This book has arrived on this planet on a Divine time and fashion. Its arrival
aligns with the birthing of our New World of light. This is a brilliant and complete guide that
supports us in our spiritual work to manifesting this shift to our greater selves. This book is
profoundly relevant at such a time as this! Rev.A Peazer There is a global call for the Spiritual



transformation of people everywhere. We cannot deny that there is a major shift in the
consciousness of the human race. This book is written with love as a tool for transformation one
mind, one heart one soul at a time; it is suitable as a counseling tool, Clergy use, and for individual,
family and group edification. It offers support through practical wisdom to transform the reader into
an empowered being. It offers light for the overcoming of lack, fears, doubt, mediocrity, addictions,
relationship and parenting issues, illness, work, self-sabotage and stagnation. It also offers support
to those desiring to live their purpose in wholeness and elegance. The Author uses her experience of
feeling pain when she mistakenly thought that she was injured. When she realized that she was not
injured the pain stopped instantly! This serves to inspire readers to observe how their own thoughts
affect their lives and to become aware of the relationship between mind and matter. The reader is
lovingly supported through each step while their thought pattern becomes affirmatively
reprogramed. I trust that you realize that as your mind is renewed you become transformed. You will
also realize that you can heal, prosper, and find peace and joy beyond your fondest imagination. I
pray that as you practice these principles you can say with authority, The yoke of Affirmative prayer
is easy and its burden is light beloveds, There is Transforming power in Affirmative prayer.It works
when You work It!

prayer for political leaders: Praying For Pastor and Our Church Glenn Mitchell,
2023-07-11 And I will give you Pastors according to mine own heart who will feed you with
knowledge and understanding. --Jeremiah 3:15 The most valuable asset to any church is its pastor.
God has set each pastor in the church as it has pleased Him according to Ephesians 4:11. God uses
these men and women of God to teach the saints of God about Himself, His ways, and how to live the
life He has purposed for them. It is the pastor whom God has gifted and graced that touches,
impacts, and influences the life of the believer on a continual and consistent basis over a spiritual
lifetime. It is the pastor whom God uses to lead the church into fulfilling the plan and mission of God
for that local body church that division the army of God. Yet many believers rarely, if ever, pray for
their pastor. If you love and thank God for your pastor, if you believe in the vision, mission, and work
of your church, if you desire that God use your pastor and his ministry more greatly, then Praying for
the Pastor and Our Church is a book just for you. Filled with scripture-saturated prayers, this book is
purposed to stir believers to pray effectively for their pastor, church, and the mission God has given
them corporately to do. We believe that you, your pastor, and your church will be tremendously
blessed through this book.

prayer for political leaders: 52 Creative Ways to Pray Paul Covert, 2019-01-21 Do you
desire to have a more dynamic prayer life? Or do you lead a small group, or larger church prayer
gatherings and want to make them more engaging? Then 52 Creative Ways to Pray is for you! Filled
with simple, yet stimulating ways to engage in prayer, 52 Creative Ways to Pray can freshen up your
personal prayer life, or the prayer lives of those to whom you minister.

prayer for political leaders: 31 Days of Prayer for My Nation The Great Commandment
Network, 2018-05-01 Jesus is praying for this nation and He invites you to join Him! Recall an image
of Jesus you've likely seen—]Jesus, on His knees, praying. Imagine leaning in to listen to what He is
praying and you hear Jesus speaking our nation’s name. Experience Jesus’ heart for our nation as
you declare your freedom and passion to love the Lord, claim Bible promises for our nation’s future,
and intercede for spiritual awakening and growth. With devotional contributions from National Day
of Prayer leaders, staff, and friends—including Ronnie Floyd, Dave Butts, Kim Butts, Jon Graf, Tony
Evans, Kay Horner, Sammy Rodriquez, Alton Garrison, Tom Phillips, Frances Chan, Tony Perkins,
and Oscar Thompson—31 Days of Prayer for My Nation provides:Guided prayer points for our
nation’s unity and leaders, along with prayers for spiritual awakening in the church and global
gospel witness.A powerful, Scripture-based prayer strategy for better loving the Lord, living God’s
Word, loving people, and living His mission.Scriptures, prayers, and promises to declare over your
nation.A practical resource for personal devotions, small group studies, and other ministries. God
has put you in this nation for a purpose. Support it through prayer and see the benefits in your own
life.



prayer for political leaders: Calvin's Interpretation of 'The Lord's Prayer'. A Rhetorical
Approach Professor J.H. Mazaheri, 2017-05-22 This book presents a detailed textual analysis of
Calvin's Interpretation of the Lord's Prayer, from the last version of the Institution de la religion
chrétienne (1560), Chapter XX. The author also compares the French Reformer with some of the
most important theologians from Augustine to Luther.

prayer for political leaders: A String and a Prayer Eleanor Wiley, Maggie Oman Shannon,
2002-01-01 A String and a Prayer recounts the history and symbolism of prayer beads, teaches basic
techniques for stringing beads and a host of other objects into prayer beads, and offers a variety of
prayers and rituals to use those beads on a daily basis. Beads have appeared throughout history.
Prayer beads are used in the spiritual practices of cultures as diverse as the African Masai, Native
Americans, Greek and Russian Orthodoxy, as well as the religious rituals of Islam, Hinduism,
Christianity, and Buddhism. But prayer is highly personal. By infusing prayer beads with personal
associations, we can keep our spirituality fresh. The beads are a device to help build and rebuild
meaningful ritual in our lives. With myriad ideas about what makes objects sacred and where to find
sacred objects -- from the personal, perhaps beads from a grandmother's broken rosary, to the
unusual, maybe seashells from far away found in a thrift store -- A String and a Prayer offers many
suggestions for different ways that beads can be made and used, exploring the creative roles they
can play in our relationships, ceremonies, and rituals. You are the expert, trust yourself. Let the
instructions be a guide to your own creativity, write the authors. Eleanor Wiley is a former speech
pathologist and gerontologist who began her prayer bead practice at age fifty-eight. She teaches
workshops on making prayer beads as a spiritual practice all over the world; her pieces have been
worn by Ram Dass and His Holiness the Dalai Lama.

prayer for political leaders: Prayer Stanley James Grenz, 2005 Petition has always stood at the
heart of the manner in which evangelicals pray. But why is petitionary prayer important? Grenz
presents petitionary prayer as a crucial aspect of the coming of God's kingdom on Earth and
challenges the contemporary church to recapture what it means to be a church that prays.

prayer for political leaders: Praying the News Wendy Griffith, Craig Von Buseck, 2011-09-10
Watching or reading the news is an opportunity— an opportunity to give in to fear and despair, or an
opportunity to make a difference! In Praying the News, concerned readers will find a practical guide
to discovering the power, joy and peace of partnering with God. Veteran news reporters Wendy
Griffith and Craig von Buseck offer an unvarnished assessment of the media as well as a
comprehensive biblical plan for effective, world-changing prayer. They tell behind-thescenes stories
not only of effective prayer for the news but also stories of their prophetic intercession while
reporting the news. Bad news is no match for the Good News of God’s kingdom! Praying the News
will meet a huge need in the coming months and years, since many events are coming that will shake
our nation, and believers will need a book like this to help them pray into, and pray through, what is
coming. Great shakings are coming on earth, but great breakthroughs, glory, blessings are coming
from heaven to all who call on the name of the Lord (Isa 60:1-2; Joel 2:32).

prayer for political leaders: Psalm Prayers Stephen Cherry, 2020-04-30 Psalm Prayers is a
devotional companion to the Psalms and a practical resource for creating prayers for public worship.
It is particularly helpful for those who lead services of Evensong from the 1662 Book of Common
Prayer, where the reading of the psalms and extemporary prayer are integral parts of the service.
Stephen Cherry introduces each of the 150 Psalms and lays out its central theme before offering a
prayer in response. Crafted with care in a traditional style that complements the 1662 Book of
Common Prayer, these prayers are nevertheless fresh and immediate, vividly reflecting the concerns
and pressures of today’s world. These prayers have been developed and used over many years’
experience in parish and cathedral ministry, and latterly in King’s College, Cambridge, and are
suitable for both choral evensong in cathedrals and college chapels or simple, spoken services in
local churches.

prayer for political leaders: The Face of Africa Stan Chu Ilo, 2012-12-01 This book is a call
on Africans and non-Africans to once more believe in the possibility of a better future for Africa. In



these pages, Stan Chu Ilo writes of his experience and the experiences of many young Africans like
himself who are disturbed by the present condition of Africa. He writes about the challenges facing
most Africans who are growing up in the African continent without any hope of quality education,
without any guarantee of adequate food, water, housing, and clothing; without any hope of getting a
job, and without any prospect of living in peace with their neighbors. He writes of the sad situation
of millions of young Africans who are dying of malaria and HIV/AIDS, and the African women whose
fate and fortune have been shackled by a male-dominated society. He questions the bases of the
existence of the failed states of Africa, who are caught up in a cycle of violence and disorder and
who are not asking the right questions about the future of their nations. He argues that corruption,
excessive authoritarianism, a stubborn hold on power, and lack of openness to consensus-building
among some African leaders insult the cultural value of Africans with regard to a sense of
community, love and solidarity. He also writes of the pain of globalization, the debt burden,
immigration and trade restrictions on Africans and African countries, exploitation of ordinary
Africans by fellow Africans and Western governments and business conglomerates. He wonders why
many Western nations should turn their backs on Africa, when they all share some responsibility in
bringing Africa to her knees. However, even though many Africans have become exhausted in the
battle for national survival and fora living space to pursue their ordered ends, this book proposes
that Africans should not claim perpetual victimhood, rather they should stand up once more and
work for a better tomorrow, which is possible, and within their reach. Ilo insists that the imposing
mountains of economic and social ruin; the rising moans and groans of numberless Africans, should
not weaken the inner energy and ardent hopes of millions of Africans struggling against the untested
assumption, that the cracking social, political, and economic foundations of present day Africa, are
incapable of supporting the structures of a new Africa. The face of Africa today is ugly, but behind
the ugly face is the beauty that has been distorted by historical and cultural factors. The present
condition of Africa is only the sign of the urgent need for the peoples of Africa to brace up for the
long and hard journey to reclaim their future. Ilo outlines how non-Africans who are interested in the
African condition can be involved with the peoples of Africa. A proper understanding of the African
continent and her peoples, her history and cultural evolution is a necessary first step for those who
wish to be engaged with the Africans. His total picture approach model as the key to interpreting the
African condition and in comprehensively addressing the challenges facing Africa, offers a helpful
and original tool in understanding Africa. It helps to overcome the stereotypes, prejudices and
paternalism which non-Africans apply in their reading of African history and their relation with the
African reality. With masterly skills, a keen sense of history, a balanced perspective and objectivity,
Ilo identifies the constraints to growth andinnovation in Africa in terms of the low stocks in the
human-capital and cultural development. He introduces a new concept in the interpretation of the
African condition: homelessness in terms of cultural and existential crises that confront Africans
today. His conclusion is that cultural and human development is the irreducible decimal in any
proposal for the transformation of the continent; that grassroots village-based action should be
preferred over bogus and unworkable national approaches to African development.

prayer for political leaders: The Anthropology of Global Pentecostalism and
Evangelicalism Simon Coleman, Rosalind I. J. Hackett, Joel Robbins, 2015-10-09 This book
examines the character of Pentecostalism and evangelicalism not only as they have spread across
the globe, but also as they have become global movements. Adopting a broadly anthropological
approach, the chapters synthesize the existing literature on Pentecostalism and evangelicalism and
offer new analyses and critiques.--Publisher's description.
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