
politics during the 1950s

politics during the 1950s was a defining era marked by significant domestic and international developments that
shaped the trajectory of the United States and the broader world. This decade was characterized by the Cold
War tensions, the rise of anti-communist sentiments, and the early stages of the civil rights movement. In
addition, the 1950s witnessed economic prosperity alongside political conservatism under the leadership of
figures such as President Dwight D. Eisenhower. Understanding the politics during the 1950s requires an
exploration of both the geopolitical conflicts and the social dynamics that influenced policy and governance.
This article provides a comprehensive overview of the key political themes of the decade, including Cold War
diplomacy, McCarthyism, civil rights progress, and domestic policies. The following sections will delve into
these topics in detail to offer a clear picture of the political landscape during this transformative period.
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Domestic Political Climate in the United States

McCarthyism and Anti-Communist Sentiment

The Civil Rights Movement and Social Change

Economic Policies and Political Leadership

Cold War Politics and International Relations

The politics during the 1950s were heavily influenced by the Cold War, a period of intense rivalry between the
United States and the Soviet Union. This ideological conflict shaped foreign policy decisions and military
strategies worldwide. The decade saw an escalation of nuclear arms development, the formation of military
alliances, and proxy wars that reflected the global struggle for influence between capitalism and communism.

Formation of NATO and Warsaw Pact

One of the hallmark events in Cold War politics during the 1950s was the establishment of key military
alliances. The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), formed in 1949, solidified throughout the 1950s
as a collective defense pact among Western nations. In response, the Soviet Union and its satellite states
created the Warsaw Pact in 1955, further delineating the ideological divide in Europe.

Key Conflicts and Crises

The 1950s saw several critical conflicts influenced by Cold War tensions, most notably the Korean War
(1950–1953). This war represented the first major armed confrontation between communist and capitalist
forces, ending in an armistice that left Korea divided. Additionally, the decade included crises such as the Suez
Canal Crisis of 1956 and the beginning of U.S. involvement in Vietnam.

Korean War and its geopolitical implications

Suez Canal Crisis and its effect on Western alliances

Early stages of U.S. engagement in Southeast Asia



Nuclear arms race and deterrence strategies

Domestic Political Climate in the United States

Within the United States, politics during the 1950s reflected a period of stability combined with underlying
social tensions. The era was marked by a general conservative consensus, shaped by widespread anti-communist
sentiment and a focus on economic growth. The government emphasized traditional family values, suburban
expansion, and containment of perceived internal threats.

The Eisenhower Administration

President Dwight D. Eisenhower, in office from 1953 to 1961, played a crucial role in defining the domestic and
foreign policies of the decade. His administration balanced a commitment to containing communism abroad with
moderate domestic reforms. Eisenhower’s leadership style and policies fostered economic prosperity and
infrastructure development, most notably the Interstate Highway System.

Political Parties and Elections

The politics during the 1950s were dominated by the Republican and Democratic parties, each adapting to the
post-war climate. The Republicans, led by Eisenhower, capitalized on themes of stability and anti-communism,
while Democrats began to address emerging civil rights issues. Congressional elections during the decade
reflected these tensions with fluctuating majorities but generally maintained bipartisan support for Cold War
policies.

McCarthyism and Anti-Communist Sentiment

One of the most defining political phenomena of the 1950s was McCarthyism, a campaign led by Senator Joseph
McCarthy that targeted alleged communists within the government, entertainment industry, and other sectors.
This period was characterized by widespread fear of communist infiltration and resulted in significant political
and social repercussions.

The Red Scare and Congressional Hearings

McCarthy's influence peaked through aggressive investigations and public accusations during congressional
hearings. These hearings often lacked substantive evidence but generated a climate of suspicion and paranoia.
The House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC) also played a major role in investigating suspected
communist activities, significantly impacting careers and reputations.

Impact on Civil Liberties and Society

The anti-communist crusade during the 1950s led to infringements on civil liberties, including blacklisting and
censorship. Many individuals were denied employment or faced social ostracism based on accusations alone. The
era’s politics during the 1950s therefore reveal a tension between national security concerns and
constitutional freedoms.

Senator Joseph McCarthy’s rise and fall



Role of HUAC in anti-communist investigations

Effects on the entertainment industry and academia

Long-term consequences for American political culture

The Civil Rights Movement and Social Change

Although the civil rights movement gained greater momentum in the 1960s, the 1950s laid critical groundwork
through legal battles and increasing public awareness. Politics during the 1950s included significant steps
toward racial equality and social justice, challenging the entrenched system of segregation and discrimination.

Landmark Legal Decisions

A pivotal moment was the 1954 Supreme Court decision in Brown v. Board of Education, which declared racial
segregation in public schools unconstitutional. This ruling marked a major victory for civil rights advocates
and compelled political leaders to address the issue more directly during the decade.

Grassroots Activism and Federal Responses

Alongside judicial victories, grassroots activism began to flourish, including boycotts and protests that
highlighted systemic injustices. The federal government’s response was cautious but increasingly supportive of
civil rights, setting the stage for more extensive reforms in subsequent decades.

Brown v. Board of Education and its implications

Montgomery Bus Boycott and early activism

Role of organizations like NAACP

Federal government’s evolving stance on civil rights

Economic Policies and Political Leadership

The politics during the 1950s were also defined by economic policies that promoted growth, stability, and
consumer prosperity. Post-war economic expansion influenced political decisions, with leaders focusing on
balancing budgets, controlling inflation, and investing in infrastructure.

Government Spending and Infrastructure

The Eisenhower administration prioritized large-scale infrastructure projects such as the Federal-Aid Highway
Act of 1956, which funded the creation of the Interstate Highway System. This investment was both a
response to economic development needs and a strategic move to facilitate national defense.



Labor and Economic Growth

During the 1950s, labor unions remained influential, negotiating wages and working conditions in a growing
industrial economy. The politics of the decade sought to accommodate labor interests while promoting
business growth, resulting in a relatively stable middle-class prosperity.

Interstate Highway System and infrastructure development

Post-war economic boom and consumerism

Labor unions and political influence

Fiscal policies under the Eisenhower administration

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the major political ideologies influencing global politics during
the 1950s?

The 1950s were dominated by the ideological conflict between capitalism, led by the United States, and
communism, led by the Soviet Union, marking the height of the Cold War era.

How did McCarthyism impact American politics in the 1950s?

McCarthyism, characterized by Senator Joseph McCarthy's anti-communist crusade, led to widespread fear,
accusations, and the blacklisting of alleged communists, significantly affecting civil liberties and political
discourse in the United States.

What role did the Cold War play in shaping international alliances in the
1950s?

The Cold War prompted the formation of key military alliances such as NATO and the Warsaw Pact, dividing
the world into Western and Eastern blocs and influencing foreign policies and conflicts during the decade.

How did decolonization movements influence politics in the 1950s?

The 1950s saw a surge in decolonization, particularly in Africa and Asia, as many countries gained
independence from European powers, leading to significant political restructuring and the emergence of new
nations on the global stage.

What was the significance of the 1955 Bandung Conference in the context
of 1950s politics?

The Bandung Conference brought together Asian and African nations to promote economic and cultural
cooperation and to oppose colonialism and neocolonialism, laying the foundation for the Non-Aligned
Movement during the Cold War.



Additional Resources
1. The Cold War and the 1950s: A Global Perspective
This book explores the political tensions and ideological battles between the United States and the Soviet
Union during the 1950s. It delves into key events such as the Korean War, the arms race, and the beginning of
the Space Race. The author provides a comprehensive analysis of how these dynamics shaped international
relations and domestic policies worldwide.

2. Eisenhower's America: Politics and Power in the 1950s
Focusing on President Dwight D. Eisenhower’s administration, this book examines the political landscape of the
United States during the 1950s. It covers Eisenhower’s policies on civil rights, the economy, and foreign
affairs, highlighting the balance he maintained between conservatism and progressivism. The narrative also
considers the impact of McCarthyism and the Red Scare on American politics.

3. The Rise of McCarthyism: Fear and Politics in 1950s America
This work investigates Senator Joseph McCarthy’s influence on American politics during the early 1950s. It
details the methods and consequences of McCarthyism, including the widespread fear of communism and the
infringement on civil liberties. The book also discusses the eventual decline of McCarthy’s power and its lasting
effects on political discourse.

4. Decolonization and Cold War Politics in the 1950s
This book analyzes the complex interplay between decolonization movements and Cold War politics during the
1950s. It highlights how former colonies in Asia, Africa, and the Middle East navigated emerging independence
amid superpower rivalries. The author emphasizes the global impact of these struggles on international
diplomacy and security.

5. The Civil Rights Movement and Political Change in the 1950s
Focusing on the early stages of the Civil Rights Movement, this book chronicles the political challenges and
milestones of the decade. It covers landmark events such as the Brown v. Board of Education decision and the
Montgomery Bus Boycott, illustrating their significance in transforming American society. The book also
explores political resistance and legislative responses.

6. 1950s Europe: Reconstruction, Politics, and the Cold War Divide
This book examines post-war European politics during the 1950s, emphasizing reconstruction efforts and the
division between East and West. It discusses the formation of NATO and the Warsaw Pact, the Marshall
Plan, and the challenges of rebuilding war-torn societies. The narrative reveals how these factors influenced
the political stability and alignment of European countries.

7. The Politics of Fear: Nuclear Anxiety and Policy in the 1950s
This book investigates how the threat of nuclear war shaped political decision-making and public opinion in the
1950s. It explores government strategies for civil defense, arms control negotiations, and propaganda
campaigns aimed at managing fear. The author also analyzes the cultural and political repercussions of living
under the shadow of potential nuclear conflict.

8. Latin America in the 1950s: Political Turmoil and U.S. Influence
This study focuses on the political landscape of Latin America during the 1950s, marked by coups,
revolutions, and growing U.S. involvement. It highlights key events such as the Cuban Revolution’s early
stages and U.S. efforts to counter communism in the region. The book provides insight into the complex
relationships between Latin American nations and the Cold War superpowers.

9. The 1950s in Japan: Politics, Economy, and American Occupation
This book explores Japan’s political transformation during the 1950s under the influence of American
occupation and the emerging Cold War context. It covers the drafting of a new constitution, economic
recovery, and the reestablishment of political institutions. The author discusses how Japan’s political
landscape was reshaped to align with Western democratic ideals and strategic interests.
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  politics during the 1950s: Daily Life in 1950s America Nancy Hendricks, 2019-02-22 Placing
the era firmly within the American experience, this reference illuminates what daily life was really
like in the 1950s, including for people from the Other America—those outside the prosperous, white
middle class. 'Daily Life in 1950s America shows that the era was anything but uneventful. Apart
from revolutionary changes during the decade itself, it was in the 1950s that the seeds took root for
the social turmoil of the 1960s and the technological world of today. The book's interdisciplinary
format looks at the domestic, economic, intellectual, material, political, recreational, and religious
life of average Americans. Readers can look at sections separately according to their interests or
classroom assignment, or can read them as an ongoing narrative. By entering the homes of average
Americans, far from the corridors of power, we can make sense of the 1950s and see how the
headlines of the era translated into their daily lives. This readable and informative book is ideal for
anyone interested in this formative decade in American life. Well-researched factual material is
presented in an engaging way, along with lively sidebars to humanize each section. It is unique in
blending the history, popular culture, and sociology of American daily life, including those of
Americans who were not white, middle class, and prosperous.
  politics during the 1950s: The Complete Book of 1950s Broadway Musicals Dan Dietz,
2014-07-02 The Broadway musical came of age in the 1950s, a period in which some of the greatest
productions made their debuts. Shows produced on Broadway during this decade include such
classics as Damn Yankees, Fiorello!, Guys and Dolls, The King and I, Kismet, The Most Happy Fella,
My Fair Lady, The Pajama Game, Peter Pan, The Sound of Music, and West Side Story. Among the
performers who made their marks were Julie Andrews, Bob Fosse, Carol Lawrence, and Gwen
Verdon, while other talents who contributed to shows include Leonard Bernstein, Oscar
Hammerstein II, Alan Jay Lerner, Frederick Loewe, Cole Porter, Jerome Robbins, Richard Rodgers,
and Stephen Sondheim. In The Complete Book of 1950s Broadway Musicals, Dan Dietz examines in
detail every musical and revue which opened on Broadway during the 1950s. In addition to
providing details on every hit and flop that debuted during the decade, this book includes revivals,
and one-man and one-woman shows. Each entry contains the following information: Opening and
closing datesPlot summaryCast membersNumber of performancesNames of all important personnel
including writers, composers, directors, choreographers, producers, and musical directorsMusical
numbers and the names of performers who introduced the songsProduction data, including
information about tryoutsSource materialCritical commentary Tony awards and nominations Details
about London and other foreign productions Besides separate entries for each production, the book
offers numerous appendices, such as a discography, film and television versions, published scripts,
Gilbert and Sullivan operettas, and lists of productions by the New York City Center Light Opera
Company, and the New York City Opera Company. A treasure trove of information, The Complete
Book of 1950s Broadway Musicals provides readers with a complete view of each show. This
significant resource will be of use to scholars, historians, and casual fans of one of the greatest
decades in musical theatre history.
  politics during the 1950s: American Literature in Transition, 1950–1960 Steven Belletto,
2017-12-28 American Literature in Transition, 1950–1960 explores the under-recognized complexity
and variety of 1950s American literature by focalizing discussions through a series of keywords and
formats that encourage readers to draw fresh connections among literary form and concepts,
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institutions, cultures, and social phenomena important to the decade. The first section draws
attention to the relationship between literature and cultural phenomena that were new to the 1950s.
The second section demonstrates the range of subject positions important in the 1950s, but still not
visible in many accounts of the era. The third section explores key literary schools or movements
associated with the decade, and explains how and why they developed at this particular cultural
moment. The final section focuses on specific forms or genres that grew to special prominence
during the 1950s. Taken together, the chapters in the four sections not only encourage us to rethink
familiar texts and figures in new lights, but they also propose new archives for future study of the
decade.
  politics during the 1950s: Regime Change and Ethnic Politics in Indonesia Taufiq Tanasaldy,
2012-01-01 When the Indonesian New Order regime fell in 1998, regional politics with strong ethnic
content emerged across the country. In West Kalimantan the predominant feature was particularly
that of the Dayaks. This surge, however, was not unprecedented. After centuries of occupying a
subordinate place in the political and social hierarchy under the nominal rule of the Malay
sultanates, Dayaks became involved in an enthusiastic political emancipation movement from 1945.
The Dayaks secured the governorship as well as the majority of the regional executive head positions
before they were shunned by the New Order regime. This book examines the development of Dayak
politics in West Kalimantan from the colonial times until the first decade of the 21th century. It asks
how and why Dayak politics has experienced drastic changes since 1945. It will look at the effect of
regime change, the role of the individual leaders and organizations, the experience of
marginalization, and conflicts on the course of Dayaks politics. It will also examine ethnic relations
and recent political development up to 2010 in the province.
  politics during the 1950s: Sex Scandals in American Politics Alison Dagnes, 2011-09-15 From
the misbehavior of President Clinton to Governor Mark Sanford's Argentinean tryst, sex scandals
have become a prominent feature of American public life. This collection of essays explains why
politicians elected for their leadership and promises of ethical behavior risk their career, and the
socio-political consequences of their actions.
  politics during the 1950s: The Politics of Making Mark Swenarton, Igea Troiani, Helena
Webster, 2013-04-15 A unique collection of contemporary writings, this book explores the politics
involved in the making and experiencing of architecture and cities from a cross-cultural and global
perspective Taking a broad view of the word ‘politics’, the essays address a range of questions,
including: What is the relationship between politics and the making of space? What role has theory
played in reinforcing or resisting political power? What are the political difficulties associated with
working relationships? Do the products of our making construct our identity or liberate us? A timely
volume, focusing on an interdisciplinary debate on the politics of making, this is valuable reading for
all students, professionals and academics interested or working in architectural theory.
  politics during the 1950s: The Politics and Polemics of Culture in Ireland, 1800–2010 Pat
Cooke, 2021-09-30 As a contribution to cultural policy studies, this book offers a uniquely detailed
and comprehensive account of the historical evolution of cultural policies and their contestation
within a single democratic polity, while treating these developments comparatively against the
backdrop of contemporaneous influences and developments internationally. It traces the climate of
debate, policies and institutional arrangements arising from the state’s regulation and
administration of culture in Ireland from 1800 to 2010. It traces the influence of precedent and
practice developed under British rule in the nineteenth century on government in the 26-county Free
State established in 1922 (subsequently declared the Republic of Ireland in 1949). It demonstrates
the enduring influence of the liberal principle of minimal intervention in cultural life on the approach
of successive Irish governments to the formulation of cultural policy, right up to the 1970s. From
1973 onwards, however, the state began to take a more interventionist and welfarist approach to
culture. This was marked by increasing professionalization of the arts and heritage, and a decline in
state support for amateur and voluntary cultural bodies. That the state had a more expansive role to
play in regulating and funding culture became a norm of cultural discourse.



  politics during the 1950s: Britain and Kenya's Constitutions, 1950-1960 ,
  politics during the 1950s: The 1950s Nick Bentley, Alice Ferrebe, Nick Hubble, 2018-09-06
How did social, cultural and political events in Britain during the 1950s shape modern British
fiction? As Britain emerged from the shadow of war into the new decade of the 1950s, the seeds of
profound social change were being sown. Exploring the full range of fiction in the 1950s, this volume
surveys the ways in which these changes were reflected in British culture. Chapters cover the rise of
the 'Angry Young Men', an emerging youth culture and vivid new voices from immigrant and
feminist writers. A major critical re-evaluation of the decade, the book covers such writers as
Margery Allingham, Kingsley Amis, E. R. Braithwaite, Rodney Garland, Martyn Goff, Attia Hosain,
George Lamming, Marghanita Laski, Doris Lessing, Colin MacInnes, Naomi Mitchison, V. S. Naipaul,
Barbara Pym, Mary Renault, Sam Selvon, Alan Sillitoe, John Sommerfield, Muriel Spark, J. R. R.
Tolkien, Angus Wilson and John Wyndham.
  politics during the 1950s: The Politics of Historical Memory and Commemoration in
Africa Cassandra Mark-Thiesen, Moritz Mihatsch, Michelle Sikes, 2021-12-06 Essays in Memory of
Jan-Georg Deutsch The volume observes some of the principles that drove Prof. Jan-Georg Deutsch's
research: highlighting present-day politics for the way they shape historical remembrance, learning
from people on the ground through fieldwork and oral history, and bringing various parts of the
African continent into discussion with one another. From Cape Town to Charlottesville, many
societies are grappling with historical consciousness and the production of public memory. In
particular, how and why societies remember and forget, what should serve as symbols of collective
memory, and whether there exists space for multiple memory cultures are questions being
vigorously debated once again. These discussions present particular challenges not only to official
memory bound to ideological constructions of nationhood but also to the teaching of history and its
links to social justice movements. The volume re-centres Africa and African history in memory
studies, with each chapter drawing parallels to comparable cases in Africa and the world. An
underlying assumption is that what can be learned from the politics of historical memory in Africa
will have relevance for contemporary politics globally and for understanding how memories can be
mobilised for political ends.
  politics during the 1950s: It Came From the 1950s! Darryl Jones, Elizabeth McCarthy, Bernice
M. Murphy, 2011-10-04 An eclectic and insightful collection of essays predicated on the hypothesis
that popular cultural documents provide unique insights into the concerns, anxieties and desires of
their times. 1950s popular culture is analysed by leading scholars and critics such as Christopher
Frayling, Mark Jancovich, Kim Newman and David J. Skal.
  politics during the 1950s: Monsters in the Machine Steffen Hantke, 2016-06-20 During the
1950s and early 1960s, the American film industry produced a distinct cycle of films situated on the
boundary between horror and science fiction. Using the familiar imagery of science fiction--from
alien invasions to biological mutation and space travel--the vast majority of these films subscribed to
the effects and aesthetics of horror film, anticipating the dystopian turn of many science fiction films
to come. Departing from projections of American technological awe and optimism, these films often
evinced paranoia, unease, fear, shock, and disgust. Not only did these movies address technophobia
and its psychological, social, and cultural corollaries; they also returned persistently to the military
as a source of character, setting, and conflict. Commensurate with a state of perpetual mobilization,
the US military comes across as an inescapable presence in American life. Regardless of their genre,
Steffen Hantke argues that these films have long been understood as allegories of the Cold War.
They register anxieties about two major issues of the time: atomic technologies, especially the
testing and use of nuclear weapons, as well as communist aggression and/or subversion. Setting out
to question, expand, and correct this critical argument, Hantke follows shifts and adjustments
prompted by recent scholarly work into the technological, political, and social history of America in
the 1950s. Based on this revised historical understanding, science fiction films appear in a new light
as they reflect on the troubled memories of World War II, the emergence of the military-industrial
complex, the postwar rewriting of the American landscape, and the relative insignificance of



catastrophic nuclear war compared to America's involvement in postcolonial conflicts around the
globe.
  politics during the 1950s: The Chicago NAACP and the Rise of Black Professional Leadership,
1910–1966 Christopher Robert Reed, 1997-11-22 The Chicago NAACP was one of the first branches
created in an effort to attain first-class citizenship for African Americans. Through the first six
decades of white resistance, black indifference, and internal group struggle, the branch endured the
effects of two world wars, national depression, the Cold War, and growing class differentiation
among blacks. Ida B. Wells-Barnett, Jane Addams, Dr. Charles E. Bentley, and Earl B. Dickerson
were some early reformers who influenced the development of the Chicago NAACP during these
earliest days.
  politics during the 1950s: Muslim Political Discourse in Postcolonial India Hilal Ahmed,
2015-06-03 The book examines the postcolonial Muslim political discourse through monuments. It
establishes a link between the process by which historic buildings become monuments and the
gradual transformation of these historic/legal entities into political objects. The author studies the
multiple interpretations of Indo-Islamic historical buildings as ‘political sites’ as well as emerging
Muslim religiosities and the internal configurations of Muslim politics in India. He also looks at the
modes by which a memory of a royal Muslim past is articulated for political mobilisation. Raising
critical questions such as whether Muslim responses to political questions are homogenous, the book
will greatly interest researchers and students of political science, modern Indian history, sociology,
as well as the general reader interested in contemporary India.
  politics during the 1950s: Parties and Elections in America Louis Sandy Maisel, Mark D.
Brewer, 2010 This book covers all elements of parties and the electoral process, including local,
state, and national party organizations; American party history and party systems; state and local
nominations; state and local elections; presidential nominations; and presidential elections. Separate
chapters are devoted to the important subjects of the media in the electoral process and campaign
finance. The role of political parties in representative democracy_and their contributions to it_are
examined critically. This post-election update includes complete data from 2008 and an updated
chapter on campaign finance.
  politics during the 1950s: The Presidency of Dwight D. Eisenhower Chester J. Pach, Elmo
Richardson, 1991 The best single volume available on the Eisenhower presidency. -- Stephen E.
Ambrose, author of Eisenhower.
  politics during the 1950s: Youth Subcultures in Postwar and Contemporary Fiction Nick
Bentley, 2025-04-30 This book offers a unique interdisciplinary examination of how youth
subcultures have been articulated and constructed in selected fiction from the post-war period to the
twenty-first century. It provides a theoretical underpinning for the analysis of subcultures and
scenes in literary fiction, identifying approaches set against key theories from subcultural studies,
sociology, and criminology as well as paying close attention to issues of literary form, genre and
narrative technique. As well as identifying an overlooked body of work in postwar and contemporary
fiction, it shows how literary fiction can offer a distinctive contribution to our understanding of youth
and marginalized cultures. It offers close analysis of a range of novels organized around key themes
and contexts including teenagers, Teds and jazz scenes in the 1950s; Beat writing and the
counterculture; punk fiction; dystopian and cyberpunk fiction as well as the examination of works
that foreground class, race, gender and sexuality.
  politics during the 1950s: Malaysian Politics in the New Media Age Pauline Pooi Yin
Leong, 2019-08-21 This book provides a comprehensive overview of the impact of the Internet on
Malaysian politics and how it has played a pivotal role in influencing the country’s political climate.
It lays out the background of Malaysia’s political history and media environment, and addresses the
ramifications of media-isation for the political process, including political public relations,
advertising and online campaigns. The book examines the Internet’s transformative role and effect
on Malaysian democracy, as well as its consequences for political actors and the citizenry, such as
the development of cyber-warfare, and the rise of propaganda or “fake” news in the online domain.



It also investigates the interplay between traditional and new media with regard to the evolution of
politics in Malaysia, especially as a watchdog on accountability and transparency, and contributes to
the current discourse on the climate of Malaysian politics following the rise of new media in the
country. This book is particularly timely in the wake of the 2018 Malaysian general election, and will
be of interest to students and researchers in communications, politics, new media and cultural
studies.
  politics during the 1950s: Jazz Sells: Music, Marketing, and Meaning Mark Laver, 2015-02-11
Jazz Sells: Music, Marketing, and Meaning examines the issues of jazz, consumption, and capitalism
through advertising. On television, on the Internet, in radio, and in print, advertising is a critically
important medium for the mass dissemination of music and musical meaning. This book is a study of
the use of the jazz genre as a musical signifier in promotional efforts, exploring how the relationship
between brand, jazz music, and jazz discourses come together to create meaning for the product and
the consumer. At the same time, it examines how jazz offers an invaluable lens through which to
examine the complex and often contradictory culture of consumption upon which capitalism is
predicated.
  politics during the 1950s: The Philosophy of the Western Jennifer L. McMahon, B. Steve
Csaki, 2010-05-28 The great German novelist Thomas Mann implored readers to resist the persistent
and growing militarism of the mid-twentieth century. To whom should we turn for guidance during
this current era of global violence, political corruption, economic inequality, and environmental
degradation? For more than two millennia, the worldÕs great thinkers have held that the ethically
Ògood lifeÓ is the highest purpose of human existence. Renowned political philosopher Fred
Dallmayr traces the development of this notion, finding surprising connections among Aristotelian
ethics, Abrahamic and Eastern religious traditions, German idealism, and postindustrial social
criticism. In Search of the Good Life does not offer a blueprint but rather invites readers on a
cross-cultural quest. Along the way, the author discusses the teachings of Aristotle, Confucius,
Nicolaus of Cusa, Leibniz, and Schiller, in addition invoking more recent writings of Gadamer and
Ricoeur, as guideposts and sources of hope during our troubled times. Among contemporary themes
Dallmayr discusses are the role of the classics in education, proper and improper ways of spreading
democracy globally, the possibility of transnational citizenship, the problem of politicized evil, and
the role of religion in our predominantly secular culture. Dallmayr restores the notion of the good
life as a hallmark of personal conduct, civic virtue, and political engagement, and as the road map to
enduring peace. In Search of the Good Life seeks to arouse complacent and dispirited citizens,
guiding them out of the distractions of shallow amusements and perilous resentments in the
direction of mutual learning and civic pedagogyÑa direction that will enable them to impose
accountability on political leaders who stray from fundamental ethical standards.
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