political science research paper ideas

political science research paper ideas are essential for students and researchers aiming to
explore the complex and dynamic field of political science. Selecting a compelling and relevant topic
can significantly enhance the quality and impact of a research paper. This article provides a
comprehensive guide to various political science research paper ideas, covering diverse areas such as
political theories, international relations, comparative politics, public policy, and political behavior. By
exploring these topics, researchers can address critical questions about governance, power, political
systems, and societal impacts. Additionally, the article offers practical suggestions and examples to
inspire original and insightful academic work. Whether focusing on historical political analysis or
contemporary political challenges, these ideas serve as a valuable resource for developing a well-
structured and engaging research paper. Below is an overview of the main sections covered in this
guide.

Political Theory and Ideologies

International Relations and Global Politics

Comparative Politics and Government Systems

Public Policy and Administration

Political Behavior and Public Opinion

Political Theory and Ideologies

Political theory forms the foundation of political science, focusing on concepts, principles, and
ideologies that shape political thought and practice. Research papers in this area often analyze the
works of influential political philosophers, explore the evolution of political ideas, or examine
contemporary ideological debates.

Classical Political Theories

Exploring the ideas of seminal thinkers such as Plato, Aristotle, Machiavelli, Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau,
and Marx can provide deep insights into the origins of political thought. These theories address
fundamental questions about justice, power, authority, and the role of the state.

Modern Political Ideologies

Research can focus on the development and impact of modern ideologies including liberalism,
conservatism, socialism, feminism, environmentalism, and nationalism. Analysis may include how
these ideologies influence political movements, policy-making, and electoral behavior.



Contemporary Political Philosophy Debates

Current debates in political philosophy often revolve around issues such as democracy, human rights,
global justice, and the ethics of political leadership. These topics offer rich grounds for critical analysis
and theoretical exploration.

e The relevance of social contract theory in modern governance

e Comparative analysis of liberalism and conservatism in the 21st century
e The role of feminism in reshaping political discourse

e Environmentalism as a political ideology

e Ethical considerations in political leadership and decision-making

International Relations and Global Politics

International relations (IR) examines the interactions between states, international organizations, and
non-state actors in the global arena. Research in this domain can address issues related to diplomacy,
conflict, cooperation, and global governance.

Theories of International Relations

Key IR theories such as realism, liberalism, constructivism, and Marxism provide frameworks for
understanding state behavior and international systems. Papers may critique these theories or apply
them to current global events.

Global Security and Conflict

Topics include the causes and consequences of war, terrorism, arms control, and peacekeeping
efforts. Research can investigate specific conflicts or broader security challenges like nuclear
proliferation and cyber warfare.

International Organizations and Global Governance

The role of institutions such as the United Nations, World Trade Organization, and International
Monetary Fund is critical in shaping global order. Studies may focus on their effectiveness, challenges,
and reform proposals.

e Realism versus liberalism in explaining international conflict



e The impact of globalization on state sovereignty
¢ Case studies of successful and failed peace negotiations
e The role of the UN in humanitarian interventions

e Cybersecurity threats and international cooperation

Comparative Politics and Government Systems

Comparative politics involves analyzing and comparing political systems, institutions, and processes
across different countries. This area is rich with topics on democratic development, authoritarianism,
electoral systems, and political culture.

Democratic and Authoritarian Regimes

Research may explore the characteristics, advantages, and challenges of various regime types.
Papers could analyze transitions to democracy, regime durability, or the impact of authoritarianism on
society.

Electoral Systems and Political Parties

Examining different electoral mechanisms such as proportional representation, majoritarian systems,
or mixed systems reveals how they influence political competition and representation.

Political Institutions and Governance

Studies focus on the design and functioning of institutions like legislatures, executives, judiciaries,
and bureaucracies. Institutional analysis helps explain policy outcomes and political stability.

e Comparative study of presidential and parliamentary systems
e The role of political parties in emerging democracies

e Impact of electoral reforms on voter turnout

* Judicial independence and its effect on governance

e Case studies of regime change and political transitions



Public Policy and Administration

Public policy research examines the formulation, implementation, and evaluation of government
policies. This field bridges political science with practical governance and public administration
concerns.

Policy Analysis and Development

Studies may focus on how policies are developed in areas such as healthcare, education,
environment, or economic regulation. Analysis often includes stakeholder roles and policy outcomes.

Government Administration and Bureaucracy

Research can investigate how public agencies operate, challenges in bureaucratic management, and
strategies for improving efficiency and accountability.

Policy Evaluation and Impact

Evaluating the effectiveness of policies involves assessing intended and unintended consequences,
cost-benefit analysis, and policy adjustments based on evidence.

e Comparative analysis of healthcare policies in different countries
e The role of public administration in crisis management

e Environmental policy challenges and innovations

e Transparency and accountability in government institutions

e Impact of economic policies on social inequality

Political Behavior and Public Opinion

This area focuses on the actions, attitudes, and motivations of individuals and groups within the
political sphere. It encompasses voting behavior, political participation, media influence, and public
opinion formation.

Voting Patterns and Electoral Behavior

Research often analyzes factors influencing voter decisions, such as socioeconomic status, ethnicity,
ideology, and campaign effects.



Political Participation and Activism

Studies may explore forms of participation beyond voting, including protests, lobbying, and digital
activism, assessing their impact on policy and governance.

Media, Communication, and Opinion Formation

The role of traditional and social media in shaping political attitudes and disseminating information is
a critical topic in contemporary political science research.

e Demographic influences on voting behavior

» The rise of social media and its effect on political mobilization
e Public opinion trends on immigration and multiculturalism

e The impact of political campaigns on voter turnout

¢ Role of misinformation and fake news in elections

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some current trending topics for political science
research papers?

Current trending topics include the impact of social media on political polarization, the role of
misinformation in elections, climate policy and international relations, the rise of populism, and the
effects of COVID-19 on global governance.

How can | choose a unique political science research paper
idea?
To choose a unique idea, consider focusing on emerging political phenomena, under-researched

regions or groups, interdisciplinary approaches combining politics with technology or economics, and
current events that lack extensive academic coverage.

What are some relevant research paper ideas related to
political behavior?

Relevant ideas include voter turnout and motivation, the influence of political campaigns on public
opinion, identity politics and its effects on voting patterns, the psychology behind political extremism,
and the role of social movements in shaping policy.



Can comparative politics offer good research paper topics?

Yes, comparative politics offers rich topics such as democratic transitions in different countries,
effects of authoritarian regimes on economic development, electoral systems comparison, federalism
versus unitary states, and political decentralization impacts.

What are some political science research ideas focused on
international relations?

Ideas include the impact of trade wars on diplomatic relations, the role of international organizations
in conflict resolution, cybersecurity and international security, nuclear non-proliferation challenges,
and the geopolitics of energy resources.

Additional Resources

1. “Theories of International Politics and Zombies” by Daniel W. Drezner

This book uses the imaginative scenario of a zombie apocalypse to explore and explain major
international relations theories. It provides a unique lens to understand how states might react to
global crises, making complex political science concepts more accessible. Researchers can draw
inspiration from its creative approach to theory application in political science papers.

2. “The Logic of Political Survival” by Bruce Bueno de Mesquita et al.

This work examines how political leaders maintain power by managing coalitions of supporters. It
offers a formal model explaining political survival in different regimes, blending game theory and
empirical analysis. The book is essential for researchers interested in authoritarianism, democracy,
and political behavior.

3. “Political Order and Political Decay: From the Industrial Revolution to the Globalization of
Democracy” by Francis Fukuyama

Fukuyama analyzes the development and decline of political institutions over time. The book explores
why some states succeed in building strong institutions while others fail, providing a rich historical
and theoretical framework. It is valuable for research on political development, state-building, and
institutional analysis.

4. “Democracy and Its Critics” by Robert A. Dahl

This classic text offers an in-depth discussion of democratic theory, addressing its strengths and
vulnerabilities. Dahl evaluates different models of democracy and their practical implications, helping
scholars critically assess democratic systems. It’s a foundational resource for papers on democratic
governance and political participation.

5. “The Origins of Political Order: From Prehuman Times to the French Revolution” by Francis
Fukuyama

Fukuyama traces the historical evolution of political institutions from ancient times to the modern era.
The book provides insights into the factors that shape political order, including state formation, rule of
law, and accountability. Researchers focusing on political history and institutional development will
find this work invaluable.

6. “Networks of Power: Political Relations in the Twentieth Century” by George W. Breslauer
This book explores how informal networks and relationships influence political decision-making and



power dynamics. It emphasizes the role of personal ties and institutional connections in shaping
political outcomes. The text is useful for studies on political elites, lobbying, and power structures.

7. “The Political Economy of the Rent-Seeking Society” by Anne O. Krueger

Krueger’s work investigates how rent-seeking behavior affects economic and political systems. The
book discusses the impact of corruption, lobbying, and regulatory capture on governance and
development. It provides a solid foundation for research on political economy and institutional
inefficiencies.

8. “States and Social Revolutions: A Comparative Analysis of France, Russia, and China” by Theda
Skocpol

Skocpol offers a comparative study of social revolutions, focusing on structural factors and state
breakdown. The book argues that revolutions are the outcome of state crisis and class relations,
rather than individual actions. This is a key text for research on revolutions, social movements, and
state capacity.

9. “The Civic Culture: Political Attitudes and Democracy in Five Nations” by Gabriel A. Almond and
Sidney Verba

This seminal research analyzes political culture and its influence on democratic stability across
different countries. The book introduces the concept of civic culture and examines citizen
participation and attitudes. It is essential for papers exploring political culture, public opinion, and
democratic theory.
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political science research paper ideas: Writing a Research Paper in Political Science
Lisa A. Baglione, 2018-12-31 Even students capable of writing excellent essays still find their first
major political science research paper an intimidating experience. Crafting the right research
question, finding good sources, properly summarizing them, operationalizing concepts and designing
good tests for their hypotheses, presenting and analyzing quantitative as well as qualitative data are
all tough-going without a great deal of guidance and encouragement. Writing a Research Paper in
Political Science breaks down the research paper into its constituent parts and shows students what
they need to do at each stage to successfully complete each component until the paper is finished.
Practical summaries, recipes for success, worksheets, exercises, and a series of handy checklists
make this a must-have supplement for any writing-intensive political science course. New to the
Fourth Edition: A non-causal research paper woven throughout the text offers explicit advice to
guide students through the research and writing process. Updated and more detailed discussions of
plagiarism, paraphrases, drop-ins, and transcripts help to prevent students from misusing sources in
a constantly changing digital age. A more detailed discussion of fake news and disinformation shows
students how to evaluate and choose high quality sources, as well as how to protect oneself from
being fooled by bad sources. Additional guidance for writing abstracts and creating presentations
helps students to understand the logic behind abstracts and prepares students for presentations in
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the classroom, at a conference, and beyond. A greater emphasis on the value of qualitative research
provides students with additional instruction on how to do it.

political science research paper ideas: The Fundamentals of Political Science Research
Paul M. Kellstedt, Guy D. Whitten, 2013-05-20 New edition providing an introduction to the scientific
study of politics, refined discussions of concepts and a chapter on writing about an original research
project.

political science research paper ideas: The Essentials of Political Analysis Philip H
Pollock, Philip H. Pollock III, Barry C. Edwards, 2025-01-28 The Essentials of Political Analysis
empowers students to conduct political research and interpret statistical results, fostering important
skills such as data analysis, critical thinking, and effective communication. In this Seventh Edition,
bestselling authors Philip H. Pollock III and Barry C. Edwards not only make political analysis more
accessible but also demonstrate its relevance and applicability.

political science research paper ideas: Research Methods for Political Science David E.
McNabb, 2015-07-17 Thoroughly updated, more concise than the previous edition, and available for
the first time in paperback, Research Methods for Political Science is designed to help students
learn what to research, why to research, and how to research. The text integrates both quantitative
and qualitative approaches to research in one volume, and includes the most comprehensive
coverage of qualitative methods currently available. It covers such important topics as research
design, specifying research problems, designing questionnaries and writing questions, designing and
carrying out qualitative research, and analyzing both quantitative and qualitative research data.
Heavily illustrated, classroom tested, and exceptionally readable and engaging, the text also
provides specific instructions on the use of available statistical software programs such as Excel and
SPSS.

political science research paper ideas: Teaching Research Methods in Political Science
Jeffrey L. Bernstein, 2021-06-25 Teaching Research Methods in Political Science brings together
experienced instructors to offer a range of perspectives on how to teach courses in political science.
It focuses on numerous topics, including identifying good research questions, measuring key
concepts, writing literature reviews and developing information literacy skills.

political science research paper ideas: Political Science - Research Methodology Dr. Lodhi
Kaniz Fatma Niyaz Ahmed, 2023-08-01 Political Science Research Methodology involves systematic
techniques for data collection, analysis, and interpretation, studying political phenomena and
behavior to understand and explain political processes and systems.

political science research paper ideas: Political Science Research Methods Janet Buttolph
Johnson, H. T. Reynolds, Jason D. Mycoff, 2019-07-04 Understand the “how” and the “why” behind
research in political science. Political Science Research Methods by Janet Buttolph Johnson, H. T.
Reynolds, and Jason D. Mycoff helps you to understand the logic behind research design by guiding
you through a step-by-step process that explains when and why a researcher would pursue different
kinds of methods. The highly anticipated Ninth Edition of this trusted resource provides more
international examples, an increased focus on the role ethics play in the research process, increased
attention to qualitative research methods, and expanded coverage on the role of the internet in
research and analysis.

political science research paper ideas: Political Science Research Laurence F. Jones,
Edward C. Olson, 1996 This text introduces students to the discipline of political science and the
research process by teaching them how to conduct basic political research without overwhelming
them with statistical theorizing and calculation. Political Science Research has three objectives.
First, it gives students the scope of the discipline by acquainting them with what political scientists
do and study. Second, it familiarizes readers with the methods that political scientists use to
examine pertinent questions. Third, the text guides readers through each stage of the research
process: topic selection, literature review, hypothesis formulation, data collection, input and
analysis, and the writing of the final report.

political science research paper ideas: Summaries of Projects Completed National Science



Foundation (U.S.),

political science research paper ideas: American Political Science Research Guide George W.
Johnson, 2012-12-06 The American PoZiticaZ Science Research Guide to their efforts. Individuals in
administra is a new series dealing generally with Ameri tive positions will also find that the APSRG
offers a means for keeping current on public can government and specifically with public
administration, state and local government, policy questions, despite the normal restric the
legislative and executive branches, and tions of time and circumstance. the judiciary. The key to the
entire program is the use of the data base of the Political Science Series of As an innovative idea, the
APSRG is an approach to political research which focuses upon a the Universal Reference System.
Combining ele single area within the discpline of political ments of the definitive URS Supplement
and a science. The first in a proposed series of refined indexing procedure, the APSRG is pro
softcover research guides, the APSRG is repre duced under the superv~s~on of the same schol
sentative of the guiding principle of provid ars who develop that annual supplement.

political science research paper ideas: Working with Political Science Research Methods
Jason D. Mycoff, 2015-09-16 Practice makes perfect. This new, fourth edition of Working with
Political Science Research Methods continues to support student learning by offering the perfect
opportunity to practice each of the methods presented in the core text. Designed to be paired with
the text chapter for chapter, the workbook breaks out each aspect of the research process into
manageable parts and features new exercises and updated data sets. More than half of the book's
exercises are new or updated, and feature more international examples than ever before. A solutions
manual with answers to the workbook is available to adopters.

political science research paper ideas: An IBM® SPSS® Companion to Political Analysis
Philip H. Pollock III, Barry C. Edwards, 2025-03-17 In Phillip H. Pollock III and Barry C. Edwards’
trusted An IBM® SPSS® Companion to Political Analysis workbook, students dive headfirst into
actual political data and work with a software tool that prepares them not only for future political
science research but the job world as well. Students learn by doing with new guided examples,
annotated screenshots, step-by-step instructions, and exercises that reflect current scholarly debates
in American political behavior and comparative politics. The Seventh Edition has been thoroughly
revised to break up larger chapters for a more detailed and focused exploration of key topics. This
edition has also been updated to reflect current datasets from the General Social Survey (GSS) and
American National Election Studies (ANES), including new variables related to the 2020 presidential
election, ensuring students are working with relevant and up-to-date political science data. Datasets
are all compatible with all post-12 releases of SPSS.

political science research paper ideas: Summaries of Projects Completed in Fiscal Year ...,
1979

political science research paper ideas: Summaries of Projects Completed in Fiscal Year ...
National Science Foundation (U.S.), 1979

political science research paper ideas: An R Companion to Political Analysis Philip H. Pollock
I11, Philip H. Pollock (III.), Barry C. Edwards, 2022-07-18 The Third Edition of An R Companion to
Political Analysis by Philip H. Pollock III and Barry C. Edwards teaches your students to conduct
research with R, the open-source programming language for statistical computing and graphics. This
workbook offers the same easy-to-use style as other Companions, tailored for R.

political science research paper ideas: A Stata® Companion to Political Analysis Philip
H. H. Pollock (II.), Philip H. Pollock III, Barry C. Edwards, 2023-09-07 The Fifth Edition of A Stata®
Companion to Political Analysis by Philip H. Pollock III and Barry C. Edwards teaches your students
statistics by analyzing research-quality data in Stata. It follows the structure of Essentials of Political
Analysis with software instructions, explanations of tests, and many exercises for practice.

political science research paper ideas: The Development of Political Science David Easton,
Luigi Graziano, John Gunnell, 2002-03-11 In recent years the history of political science has become
recognised as an important but neglected area of study. The Development of Political Science is the
first comprehensive discussion of the subject in a comparative international perspective. Offering a




wide-ranging account of the development of the subject and its dissemination across national
borders and cultural divides, the book begins with a study of the historiography of the discipline in
the United States, a country which has been at the forefront of the field. Widening its discussion to
emphasise Western Europe as a focus for comparison, the contributors provide studies of further
areas of interest such as China and Africa. This particular approach emphasises the book's vision of
political science as a growing transnational body of knowledge. In presenting critical analysis of the
state of the field, this vigorous study aims to further the development of the discipline in the
countries discussed, and to provide a work that is interesting not only to political scientists, but to
all those concerned with the development of the social sciences.

political science research paper ideas: The Mazruiana Collection Revisited Ali AI’Amin
Mazrui, 2005 Consists of 650 annotated entries covering Mazrui's books, dissertations, edited works
about him, major essays in books, academic journals and conference papers. This work contains
essays, including pamphlets, magazine and newspaper articles, and audio-visual recordings.

political science research paper ideas: Corruption and Democratic Transition in
Eastern Europe Marija Zurni¢, 2018-06-16 This book examines the relationship between corruption
scandals and transitional processes in post-Milosevi¢ Serbia after 2000. The study challenges the
view that corruption has always been understood as a conflict between private interests and the
public good, as these concepts are defined in Western democracies, and explores how
anti-corruption discourse has been used for political mobilisation. Through an examination of
high-profile political scandals in Serbia, the author shows how the meaning of corruption changed
over time. In the early 2000s, corruption focused on the legacy of MiloSevic¢’s rule and was identified
through the public’s limited access to the privatisation process. By the end of the decade,
conceptualisations of corruption in public debate were so diversified that each anti-corruption
measure undertaken by the state was interpreted as an act of corruption by other voices in the
discourse. The book will appeal to students and scholars interested in corruption studies, discourse
analysis and Balkan politics.

political science research paper ideas: The Politics of Think Tanks in Europe Jesper Dahl
Kelstrup, 2016-05-20 In the 21st century, think tanks have become more than a buzzword in
European public discourse. They now play important roles in the policy-making process by providing
applied research, building networks and advocating policies. The book studies the development of
think tanks and contemporary consequences in the United Kingdom, Germany, Denmark and at the
EU-level. A Continental think tank tradition in which the state plays a pivotal role and an
Anglo-American tradition which facilitates interaction in public policy on market-like terms have
shaped the development of think tanks. On the basis of a typology of think tanks, quantitative data
and interviews with think tank practitioners, the interplay between state and market dynamics and
the development of different types of think tanks is analysed. Although think tanks develop along
different institutional trajectories, it is concluded that the Anglo-American tradition has had a
significant, cross-cutting impact in Europe in recent years. The contention over the politics of think
tanks runs deeper at the EU-level than in the member states and reflects disagreement over how the
EU should develop in the future. This text will be of key interest to scholars, students and
practitioners of political communication, public policy, European politics and comparative politics.
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