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political science professor salary is a critical consideration for individuals pursuing an
academic career in political science. This profession offers opportunities to engage in
research, teach future leaders, and contribute to the understanding of government, policy,
and international relations. Understanding the factors that influence political science
professor salaries can help prospective educators make informed decisions about their
career paths. This article explores the average salary ranges, factors affecting earnings,
regional salary differences, and the impact of academic rank and experience on
compensation. Additionally, it covers employment outlook and related benefits that
accompany this profession, providing a comprehensive overview of what political science
professors can expect financially.
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Average Political Science Professor Salary
The average political science professor salary varies depending on multiple factors
including institution type, geographic location, and academic rank. Generally, salaries for
political science professors in the United States range from approximately $60,000 to over
$150,000 annually. According to data from academic salary surveys, the median salary for
full-time political science professors is around $90,000 to $110,000 per year. Professors
employed at research universities or prestigious institutions tend to earn higher salaries
compared to those at community colleges or smaller universities.

Salary Range Overview
Entry-level political science professors, often hired as assistant professors, typically start
with salaries near the lower end of the range. As professors gain experience and advance to
associate and full professor ranks, their salaries increase significantly. Additionally, some
professors may supplement their income through research grants, consulting, or
publication royalties, which can augment their base salary.



Comparison with Other Academic Disciplines
Political science professor salaries are competitive when compared to other social science
disciplines. However, salaries may be lower than those in STEM fields or business faculties,
reflecting differences in funding and demand. Despite this, political science professors often
benefit from stable employment and opportunities for tenure, which can provide long-term
financial security.

Factors Influencing Political Science Professor
Salary
Several key factors influence the political science professor salary, including educational
background, institution type, geographic region, and academic rank. Understanding these
variables can provide insight into salary expectations and career advancement
opportunities in academia.

Educational Attainment and Credentials
Political science professors typically hold a Ph.D. in political science or a related field, which
is generally required for tenure-track positions. Professors with additional qualifications,
such as publications in prestigious journals or leadership roles in academic associations,
may command higher salaries. Specialized expertise in high-demand subfields like
international relations or public policy can also positively impact earnings.

Institution Type and Funding
Professors working at large research universities often receive higher salaries due to
greater institutional funding and prestige. In contrast, community colleges and smaller
liberal arts colleges may offer lower salaries but provide other benefits such as smaller
class sizes and a focus on teaching. Public institutions may have different salary scales
compared to private universities, with variations influenced by state budgets and
endowments.

Workload and Responsibilities
Beyond teaching, political science professors may engage in research, publish scholarly
articles, advise students, and participate in administrative duties. Professors who take on
additional responsibilities or leadership roles within their department or university may
receive salary increases or bonuses. Grant funding and consulting activities can also
supplement income.



Salary Differences by Geographic Location
Geographic location plays a significant role in determining political science professor salary.
Regional economic conditions, cost of living, and demand for political science education
vary widely across the United States, creating disparities in compensation.

Regional Salary Variations
Professors in metropolitan areas or states with a high concentration of universities, such as
California, New York, and Massachusetts, often earn higher salaries. Conversely, salaries in
rural areas or states with fewer institutions of higher education may be lower. Additionally,
the cost of living in high-paying areas tends to be elevated, which can offset salary
advantages.

State Funding and University Budgets
Public university funding is heavily influenced by state budgets, which affects faculty
salaries. States with strong investment in higher education typically offer more competitive
compensation packages. Private universities rely on endowments and tuition revenue,
which can lead to higher or more variable salaries depending on institutional priorities.

Impact of Academic Rank and Experience on
Salary
Academic rank is one of the most significant determinants of political science professor
salary. The typical progression includes assistant professor, associate professor, and full
professor, each with increasing salary ranges and responsibilities.

Assistant Professor Salary
Assistant professors are usually early-career faculty members who have recently completed
their doctoral studies. Salaries at this rank are generally the lowest, reflecting the initial
stage of an academic career. The average salary for assistant professors in political science
is often between $60,000 and $80,000 per year.

Associate Professor Salary
After achieving tenure, faculty members are promoted to associate professor, which usually
comes with a notable salary increase. Associate professors typically earn between $80,000
and $100,000 annually, depending on the institution and other factors.



Full Professor Salary
Full professors represent the highest academic rank and command the highest salaries.
Their compensation can range from $100,000 to $150,000 or more, particularly at
research-intensive universities. Full professors often have extensive publication records,
leadership roles, and substantial teaching experience.

Additional Experience and Achievements
Years of experience beyond rank promotion, prestigious awards, funded research projects,
and administrative leadership can further increase political science professor salary.
Professors who serve as department chairs, deans, or hold endowed chairs often receive
additional compensation.

Employment Outlook and Job Prospects
The employment outlook for political science professors is influenced by the demand for
political science education, university budget conditions, and broader trends in higher
education. While competition for tenure-track positions can be intense, opportunities exist
in a variety of academic settings.

Job Market Trends
Increasing student interest in political science, government, and related fields supports
ongoing demand for qualified professors. However, budget constraints and shifts toward
adjunct faculty have affected the availability of full-time positions. Doctoral graduates with
specialized skills and strong research portfolios have better employment prospects.

Alternative Career Paths
Political science professors may also pursue careers outside academia, including policy
analysis, government service, consulting, and think tanks. These alternative paths can offer
competitive compensation and utilize academic expertise in practical settings.

Additional Benefits and Compensation
In addition to base salary, political science professors often receive a range of benefits and
compensation enhancements that contribute to overall financial well-being and job
satisfaction.



Common Benefits

Health, dental, and vision insurance

Retirement plans and pension contributions

Paid sabbaticals and professional development funds

Tuition remission for family members

Research grants and travel allowances

Supplemental Income Opportunities
Professors who secure external research funding, publish books, or consult for government
agencies and private organizations can supplement their income significantly. Some
institutions also offer bonuses for teaching excellence or leadership roles.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the average salary of a political science
professor in the United States?
The average salary of a political science professor in the United States typically ranges from
$70,000 to $120,000 per year, depending on factors such as experience, institution type,
and location.

How does the salary of a political science professor
vary by academic rank?
Salaries for political science professors vary by rank, with assistant professors earning
around $60,000 to $80,000, associate professors earning $80,000 to $100,000, and full
professors earning $100,000 to $150,000 or more annually.

Do political science professors at private universities
earn more than those at public universities?
Generally, political science professors at private universities tend to earn higher salaries
than their counterparts at public universities, although this can vary widely depending on
the institution's prestige and funding.



How does location affect the salary of political science
professors?
Location significantly affects salaries; professors in urban areas or states with higher costs
of living, such as California or New York, often earn higher salaries compared to those in
rural areas or states with lower living costs.

What factors influence the salary of a political science
professor?
Factors influencing salary include academic rank, years of experience, geographic location,
type of institution (public vs. private), research output, and additional administrative roles
or responsibilities.

Are political science professors' salaries increasing or
decreasing in recent years?
Political science professors' salaries have generally seen modest increases over recent
years, although growth rates vary by institution and funding availability.

How does a political science professor's salary compare
to other social science professors?
Political science professors' salaries are generally comparable to those of other social
science professors, such as sociology or economics, though specific differences can occur
based on demand and institutional focus.

Do political science professors receive additional
compensation beyond their base salary?
Yes, political science professors may receive additional compensation through research
grants, consulting work, summer teaching, administrative roles, or speaking engagements.

What is the starting salary for a new political science
professor?
The starting salary for a new political science professor, typically at the assistant professor
level, ranges from approximately $55,000 to $75,000 annually, depending on the institution
and location.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding Academic Salaries: The Case of Political Science Professors
This book explores the factors influencing salary structures for political science professors
across various universities. It delves into how academic rank, tenure status, geographic
location, and institutional prestige affect compensation. Readers gain insights into salary



negotiations and trends in higher education funding.

2. Compensation and Career Paths in Political Science Academia
Focusing on the career trajectories of political science professors, this book examines how
salary correlates with professional development, research output, and teaching
responsibilities. It provides data-driven analysis and personal accounts from academics
navigating the salary landscape.

3. Gender and Salary Disparities Among Political Science Faculty
This text investigates the persistent gender wage gaps within political science departments.
Utilizing statistical analysis and case studies, it highlights systemic issues and offers policy
recommendations to promote equity in academic compensation.

4. The Economics of Higher Education: Political Science Professor Salaries in Context
Placing political science professor salaries within the broader economics of higher
education, this book discusses budget allocation, funding sources, and market demand for
political science expertise. It offers a macroeconomic perspective on salary trends and
institutional priorities.

5. Negotiating Academic Pay: Strategies for Political Science Professors
A practical guide for political science faculty seeking to improve their compensation, this
book covers negotiation tactics, understanding salary scales, and leveraging research
achievements. It includes sample negotiation dialogues and advice from experienced
academics.

6. Salary Surveys and Data Analysis in Political Science Academia
This comprehensive resource compiles and interprets salary survey data specifically for
political science professors. It aids department chairs, faculty, and administrators in
benchmarking salaries and understanding compensation patterns.

7. The Impact of Research Productivity on Political Science Professor Salaries
Examining the relationship between scholarly output and salary, this book analyzes how
publications, grants, and citation metrics influence pay scales. It discusses the pressure to
publish and its implications for academic rewards.

8. Institutional Factors Affecting Political Science Faculty Compensation
This book explores how university type (public vs. private), size, and location shape salary
offerings for political science professors. It also considers the role of unionization and
collective bargaining in salary determination.

9. Work-Life Balance and Compensation Among Political Science Professors
Addressing the interplay between salary and quality of life, this book discusses how
compensation levels impact job satisfaction, stress, and retention in political science
academia. It offers suggestions for institutions aiming to create supportive environments
for faculty.
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