
political science master's degree

political science master's degree programs offer advanced academic and practical training for
individuals interested in understanding government systems, political behavior, and policy analysis.
This graduate degree equips students with critical thinking skills, research methods, and theoretical
knowledge essential for careers in public administration, international relations, political consulting,
and academia. The curriculum typically covers a broad range of topics including political theory,
comparative politics, international affairs, and quantitative research techniques. Pursuing a political
science master's degree can open doors to influential roles in government agencies, non-profit
organizations, think tanks, and private sector firms. This article provides a comprehensive overview of
what to expect from a political science master's degree, including admission requirements,
coursework, specializations, career prospects, and potential salary outcomes. Explore the key aspects
of this graduate program to determine if it aligns with your professional goals.
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Overview of Political Science Master's Degree
A political science master's degree is a graduate-level program designed to deepen students’
understanding of political systems, public policies, and the dynamics of governance. This degree
typically requires one to two years of full-time study and can be pursued on-campus or online, offering
flexibility for working professionals. Students engage with both theoretical frameworks and practical
applications, learning to analyze political data, evaluate policy impacts, and understand global
political trends. The program aims to prepare graduates for leadership roles in government,
international organizations, and private sectors where political analysis and strategic decision-making
are critical.

Program Structure
Most political science master's degree programs include a combination of required core courses,
elective classes, and a capstone project or thesis. Core subjects often cover areas such as political
theory, research methods, comparative politics, and international relations. Electives allow students
to specialize in fields like public policy, human rights, or electoral politics. The thesis or capstone
project provides an opportunity to conduct original research under faculty supervision, demonstrating



mastery of political science concepts and methodologies.

Types of Political Science Master's Degrees
There are various types of political science master's degrees available, including Master of Arts (MA)
and Master of Science (MS) degrees. The MA typically emphasizes theoretical and qualitative analysis,
while the MS may focus more on quantitative methods and empirical research. Additionally, some
institutions offer specialized master's programs in public policy, international affairs, or political
management, which are closely related but may have distinct curricular emphases.

Admission Requirements and Application Process
Admission to a political science master's degree program generally requires a bachelor's degree from
an accredited institution. While a degree in political science or a related field is advantageous, many
programs accept applicants from diverse academic backgrounds. Competitive programs assess
candidates based on academic performance, relevant experience, and potential for success in
graduate studies.

Typical Prerequisites
Applicants are commonly expected to have completed undergraduate coursework in areas such as
political science, history, economics, or statistics. Some programs may require proficiency in research
methods or foreign languages, depending on the specialization. Graduate Record Examination (GRE)
scores are sometimes required, though an increasing number of schools waive this requirement.

Application Components
The application process usually involves submitting transcripts, letters of recommendation, a
statement of purpose, and a resume or curriculum vitae. The statement of purpose should clearly
articulate the applicant’s academic interests, career objectives, and reasons for pursuing a political
science master's degree. Some programs may also require writing samples or interviews as part of
the admission process.

Core Curriculum and Specializations
The curriculum of a political science master's degree is designed to provide both breadth and depth in
the field. Students gain foundational knowledge and develop specialized expertise through elective
courses tailored to their interests and career goals.

Core Courses
Fundamental courses commonly include:



Political Theory and Philosophy

Comparative Politics

International Relations

Research Methods and Statistics

Public Policy Analysis

These courses build a solid understanding of political concepts, analytical techniques, and global
political dynamics.

Specializations
Students may choose to specialize in areas such as:

International Relations and Diplomacy

Public Policy and Administration

Political Economy

Human Rights and Social Justice

Political Communication and Media

Specializations allow students to tailor their studies to specific interests and prepare for targeted
career paths.

Career Opportunities with a Political Science Master's
Degree
A political science master's degree opens up diverse career paths in public, private, and nonprofit
sectors. Graduates are equipped to analyze political environments, develop policies, and manage
projects effectively.

Common Career Paths
Typical roles for political science master's degree holders include:

Policy Analyst

Political Consultant



Legislative Assistant

Public Affairs Specialist

International Relations Officer

Researcher at Think Tanks

Government Administrator

Employment Sectors
Graduates find employment in various sectors such as:

Federal, state, and local government agencies

International organizations like the United Nations

Non-governmental organizations (NGOs)

Political campaigns and consulting firms

Academic and research institutions

Private corporations with government relations departments

Salary Expectations and Job Outlook
The job outlook for individuals with a political science master's degree is generally positive, with
demand in areas like public policy, international affairs, and political consulting. Salaries vary widely
depending on the position, location, and level of experience.

Average Salary Ranges
According to recent data, approximate salary ranges include:

Policy Analyst: $55,000 - $85,000 annually

Political Consultant: $60,000 - $100,000 annually

Public Affairs Specialist: $50,000 - $80,000 annually

Government Administrator: $60,000 - $95,000 annually



International Relations Officer: $65,000 - $105,000 annually

Salaries tend to increase with experience, advanced skills, and leadership roles.

Job Market Trends
Growing global interconnectedness and complex policy challenges contribute to steady demand for
political science professionals. Skills in data analysis, communication, and policy evaluation are highly
valued. Furthermore, the rise of digital media and technology has expanded opportunities in political
communication and campaign management.

Benefits of Earning a Political Science Master's Degree
Obtaining a political science master's degree offers numerous advantages beyond enhanced career
prospects. The program fosters critical analytical abilities, effective communication skills, and a
comprehensive understanding of political and social systems.

Skill Development
Students develop competencies in:

Advanced research and data analysis

Strategic thinking and problem-solving

Policy formulation and evaluation

Cross-cultural understanding and diplomacy

Effective written and oral communication

Networking and Professional Growth
Graduate programs often provide opportunities to connect with experienced faculty, political
practitioners, and alumni networks. These connections can lead to internships, mentorship, and job
placements. Additionally, a master's degree can be a stepping stone to doctoral studies for those
interested in academic or high-level research careers.

Frequently Asked Questions



What are the career prospects after completing a political
science master's degree?
Graduates with a political science master's degree can pursue careers in government, public policy,
international organizations, political consulting, academia, and non-profit sectors, among others.

How long does it typically take to complete a master's degree
in political science?
A master's degree in political science usually takes about 1 to 2 years of full-time study to complete,
depending on the program and country.

What are the common specializations within a political
science master's program?
Common specializations include international relations, comparative politics, public policy, political
theory, and security studies.

Is work experience required for admission to a political
science master's program?
While some programs prefer applicants with relevant work or research experience, many political
science master's programs accept students directly from undergraduate studies without prior
professional experience.

Can a master's degree in political science lead to a PhD
program?
Yes, a master's degree in political science often serves as a stepping stone to a PhD program,
allowing students to gain advanced knowledge and research skills necessary for doctoral studies.

Are political science master's programs available online?
Yes, many universities offer online political science master's programs, providing flexibility for
working professionals and international students.

Additional Resources
1. “Theories of International Politics and Zombies” by Daniel W. Drezner
This book offers a unique and engaging introduction to international relations theories by applying
them to a hypothetical zombie apocalypse. Drezner explores realism, liberalism, and constructivism,
making complex political science concepts accessible and entertaining. It's a valuable read for
master's students seeking to grasp theoretical frameworks in a novel context.

2. “The Logic of Political Survival” by Bruce Bueno de Mesquita et al.
This influential work examines the strategies political leaders use to maintain power and survive



politically. The authors present a formal model explaining regime stability and change, focusing on
the role of political coalitions and institutions. It's essential reading for understanding political
incentives and governance.

3. “Democracy and Its Critics” by Robert A. Dahl
Dahl provides a comprehensive analysis of democratic theory, addressing key criticisms and
challenges. The book delves into the principles, practices, and limitations of democracy, making it
foundational for students interested in democratic governance. It balances theoretical insights with
practical implications.

4. “States and Social Revolutions” by Theda Skocpol
Skocpol’s seminal work explores the causes and outcomes of social revolutions in the modern world.
Combining historical analysis with sociological theory, she emphasizes the role of state structures and
international pressures. This book is crucial for understanding state transformation and revolutionary
change.

5. “The Political Economy of Development” by James E. Rauch
This book investigates how political institutions and economic policies interact to influence
development outcomes. Rauch discusses issues like corruption, governance, and market regulation
within developing countries. It provides a nuanced perspective on economic growth and political
factors.

6. “The Oxford Handbook of Political Science” edited by Robert E. Goodin
This comprehensive handbook covers a wide range of political science subfields, including
comparative politics, international relations, political theory, and public policy. It features essays by
leading scholars, making it an invaluable resource for master's students. The book serves as both an
introduction and a reference guide.

7. “Power and Interdependence” by Robert O. Keohane and Joseph S. Nye
Keohane and Nye challenge traditional realist perspectives by emphasizing the importance of
complex interdependence in global politics. The book explores how states and non-state actors
interact in an interconnected world. It is key for understanding contemporary international relations
beyond military power.

8. “Comparative Politics: Structures and Choices” by Lowell Barrington
This text provides a systematic introduction to comparative politics, focusing on political institutions,
culture, and behavior. Barrington analyzes different political systems and the choices leaders make
within them. It equips graduate students with tools to compare political systems effectively.

9. “Public Policy: Politics, Analysis, and Alternatives” by Michael E. Kraft and Scott R. Furlong
Kraft and Furlong’s book offers a thorough overview of the public policy process, from agenda-setting
to evaluation. It integrates political context with analytical techniques, helping students understand
how policies are formulated and implemented. The text is practical for those pursuing careers in
policy analysis and public administration.
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  political science master s degree: FMA Grandmasters and Masters Bram Frank,
2017-11-09 This book is about some the many Masters and Grandmasters of the FMA: Filipino
Martial Arts. Some are well known others are relatively obscure, some are famous, others are known
only by their skill but they all have in common their love for the Filipino Martial Arts and their
connection through training, friendship, heritage or lineage with GM Bram Frank. Some are the
heroes of the Philippines and the spirit of Arnis like the late Professor Remy Presas, part of
American martial art history with the FMA and JKD like Guro Dan Inosanto or like GM Bram Frank a
faithful practitioner and instructor of the arts. Their stories are told in pictures and with a bio of who
they are and what they've done! Regardless of gender these people give their lives, souls and energy
to the Filipino Martial Arts. This is the first in a series of volumes of these wonderful people! This is
the first book written by a non Filipino with a forward by a Filipino President: President Benigno
Aquino III. Mabuhay
  political science master s degree: American Legal Realism and Empirical Social Science
John Henry Schlegel, 2000-11-09 John Henry Schlegel recovers a largely ignored aspect of American
Legal Realism, a movement in legal thought in the 1920s and 1930s that sought to bring the modern
notion of empirical science into the study and teaching of law. In this book, he explores individual
Realist scholars' efforts to challenge the received notion that the study of law was primarily a matter
of learning rules and how to manipulate them. He argues that empirical research was integral to
Legal Realism, and he explores why this kind of research did not, finally, become a part of American
law school curricula. Schlegel reviews the work of several prominent Realists but concentrates on
the writings of Walter Wheeler Cook, Underhill Moore, and Charles E. Clark. He reveals how their
interest in empirical research was a product of their personal and professional circumstances and
demonstrates the influence of John Dewey’s ideas on the expression of that interest. According to
Schlegel, competing understandings of the role of empirical inquiry contributed to the slow decline
of this kind of research by professors of law. Originally published in 1995. A UNC Press Enduring
Edition — UNC Press Enduring Editions use the latest in digital technology to make available again
books from our distinguished backlist that were previously out of print. These editions are published
unaltered from the original, and are presented in affordable paperback formats, bringing readers
both historical and cultural value.
  political science master s degree: Graduate Study in Public Administration Ward
Stewart, 1961
  political science master s degree: Circular - Office of Education United States. Office of
Education, 1961
  political science master s degree: Peterson's Graduate Programs in the Social Sciences
2011 Peterson's, 2011-07-01 Peterson's Graduate Programs in the Social Sciences contains a wealth
of information on colleges and universities that offer graduate work in Area & Cultural Studies;
Communication & Media; Conflict Resolution & Mediation/Peace Studies; Criminology & Forensics;
Economics; Family & Consumer Sciences; Geography; Military & Defense Studies; Political Science
& International Affairs; Psychology & Counseling; Public, Regional, & Industrial Affairs; Social
Sciences; and Sociology, Anthropology, & Archaeology. Institutions listed include those in the United
States, Canada, and abroad that are accredited by U.S. accrediting agencies. Up-to-date data,
collected through Peterson's Annual Survey of Graduate and Professional Institutions, provides
valuable information on degree offerings, professional accreditation, jointly offered degrees,
part-time and evening/weekend programs, postbaccalaureate distance degrees, faculty, students,
degree requirements, entrance requirements, expenses, financial support, faculty research, and unit
head and application contact information. Readers will find helpful links to in-depth descriptions that
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offer additional detailed information about a specific program or department, faculty members and
their research, and much more. In addition, there are valuable articles on financial assistance, the
graduate admissions process, advice for international and minority students, and facts about
accreditation, with a current list of accrediting agencies.
  political science master s degree: Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents , 1983
  political science master s degree: Graduate Study in Public Administration United
States. Education Office, 1961
  political science master s degree: Graduate School Admission Guide + GRE Mohammed
Faisal Iftikhar, 2017-12-20 This book, the first in series of publications by TestExpert, has everything
a future graduate student may need: from recommendation letters and personal statement to quality
and of schools and graduate degrees, the book is a complete admission guide for MA/MS, PhD, MBA
and Law students.
  political science master s degree: Educational Programs at Ft. Benjamin Harrison Fort
Benjamin Harrison (Ind.),
  political science master s degree: 1986 International Association of Universities, Franz
Eberhard, Ann C. Taylor, 2020-10-26 No detailed description available for 1986.
  political science master s degree: Graduate Programs in the Humanities, Arts & Social
Sciences 2014 (Grad 2) Peterson's, 2013-11-22 Peterson's Graduate Programs in the Humanities,
Arts & Social Sciences 2014 contains comprehensive profiles of more than 11,000 graduate
programs in disciplines such as, applied arts & design, area & cultural studies, art & art history,
conflict resolution & mediation/peace studies, criminology & forensics, language & literature,
psychology & counseling, religious studies, sociology, anthropology, archaeology and more.
Up-to-date data, collected through Peterson's Annual Survey of Graduate and Professional
Institutions, provides valuable information on degree offerings, professional accreditation, jointly
offered degrees, part-time and evening/weekend programs, postbaccalaureate distance degrees,
faculty, students, requirements, expenses, financial support, faculty research, and unit head and
application contact information. There are helpful links to in-depth descriptions about a specific
graduate program or department, faculty members and their research, and more. There are also
valuable articles on financial assistance, the graduate admissions process, advice for international
and minority students, and facts about accreditation, with a current list of accrediting agencies.
  political science master s degree: University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Catalog: GRADUATE.
University of Nebraska--Lincoln. Graduate College/Graduate Studies, 1917
  political science master s degree: The Crisis , 1936-08 The Crisis, founded by W.E.B. Du
Bois as the official publication of the NAACP, is a journal of civil rights, history, politics, and culture
and seeks to educate and challenge its readers about issues that continue to plague African
Americans and other communities of color. For nearly 100 years, The Crisis has been the magazine
of opinion and thought leaders, decision makers, peacemakers and justice seekers. It has chronicled,
informed, educated, entertained and, in many instances, set the economic, political and social
agenda for our nation and its multi-ethnic citizens.
  political science master s degree: Vanquished Peace Gerrie SwartA, 2010-11-30 The
Democratic Republic of the Congo has endured a long, difficult and brutal chapter in its history of
independence, characterized by chaos, turmoil, instability, violence, conflict and one of the most
brutal wars Africa has witnessed to date. It is regrettably a chapter that has defied a satisfactory and
peaceful conclusion- and one that continues to be written each and every day, adding further
casualties in its wake with each passing year. As the country prepared to celebrate its 50th
anniversary of independence on 30 June 2010 from erstwhile colonial power, Belgium, there is a real
danger that the 'politics of forgetting' could once again set in- forgetting that this vast country is
nowhere near being 'at peace' with itself and the rest of the Great Lakes Region. The country had
accumulated a history of protracted violence, with little or no shared experience of genuine peace to
offset these negative interactions. Throughout its various incarnations, as the Congo Free State
(1885-1908), the Belgian Congo (1908-1960), the Congo Republic (1960-1971), Zaire (1971-1997)



and finally the Democratic Republic of the Congo (since 1997), an enduring feature and image that
has held sway in all narratives has been that of an entity immersed in an unrelenting sense of
statelessness, further embedded in a perpetual state of chaos. At the turn of the twenty-first century,
Congo had become the veritable epicentre of conflict in Africa and the dearth of peaceful
coexistence in the country has vividly revealed the numerous flaws that peace can possess if it is
devoid of structural stability, integrity and most importantly the ability to address the underlying
causes and factors that continue to foment and facilitate conflict to take place in this war-torn
nation. The aim of this volume is to serve as an 'audit' and appraisal of the DRC's post-conflict peace
dividend - in particular to undertake a post-peace accord appraisal of the various gains achieved and
also the numerous setbacks that continue to challenge the behemoth that is the Democratic Republic
of the Congo, in its long and arduous journey to peace, prosperity and national unity. An observation
that could be made from the very outset of this analysis is that the ideals of a positive, sustainable
(let alone perpetual peace) in the Congo has largely been a vision etched on numerous paper peace
agreements, yet remains largely unfulfilled in Congolese citizens' everyday reality. Even where some
laudable progress has been made, the threat of large-scale reversal and a return to full-scale conflict
and combat remain omnipresent
  political science master s degree: Columbia University Bulletin Columbia University, 1926
  political science master s degree: Earned Degrees Conferred , 1976
  political science master s degree: Degrees and Pedigrees Michael T. Nietzel, 2017-08-10
The book answers the questions of how and where America educates its leading chief executive
officers. Where are America’s top executives educated? What do they study? Do they typically attend
the nation’s most elite colleges? Or do they, like millions of other students, choose colleges because
of reasons like proximity, cost, and state pride? How important are advanced degrees to their
success? Is the MBA a prerequisite for becoming a CEO? I address these questions based on a study
of 344 of the country’s highest profile CEOs selected to represent a wide range of organizations and
businesses. The book will establish a theme that the majority of America's most high-powered CEOs
did not attend elite colleges/universities or earn an MBA or graduate from highly selective
institutions. Certainly, a significant number did so and were advantaged by the opportunity, but
more often they were able to fashion for themselves a high-quality education at a rich array of
institutions - public and private, regional and flagship, small and large, religious and secular. What
proves more important than what colleges these leading executives attended, is the kinds of deep
relationships and mentored experiences they developed. I illuminate these experiences through
several vignettes in each chapter.
  political science master s degree: University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Catalog: ARTS &
SCIENCES, COLLEGE OF. University of Nebraska--Lincoln. College Of Arts & Sciences, 1928
  political science master s degree: Catalogue of the Officers and Students of Columbia
College, for the Year ... Columbia College (New York, N.Y.), 1919
  political science master s degree: Columbia University Bulletin of Information Columbia
University. School of Dental and Oral Surgery, 1927
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