
politics of the south
politics of the south has long played a defining role in shaping the broader political
landscape of the United States. Rooted in a complex history of economic, social, and
cultural factors, the political dynamics in the southern states have evolved significantly
over time. From the legacy of the Civil War and Reconstruction to the Civil Rights
Movement and modern-day electoral strategies, politics in the South reflect a unique blend
of tradition and change. This article explores the historical foundations, key political
players, dominant ideologies, and current trends influencing southern politics today.
Understanding these elements provides a comprehensive view of how the politics of the
South continue to impact national governance and policy. The following sections will delve
into the history, political parties, social issues, and electoral patterns that define this
region’s political character.
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Historical Background of Politics in the South
The politics of the South are deeply rooted in the region’s historical experiences,
particularly the legacy of slavery, the Civil War, and Reconstruction. These events set the
stage for the social and political structures that persisted well into the 20th century.
Following the Civil War, the South underwent Reconstruction, a period characterized by
federal intervention aimed at rebuilding and integrating the former Confederate states.
However, the end of Reconstruction led to the establishment of Jim Crow laws, which
enforced racial segregation and disenfranchised African American voters.

Throughout the early 20th century, southern politics were dominated by the Democratic
Party, often referred to as the "Solid South," due to its unwavering loyalty to the party. This
one-party dominance was tied closely to maintaining segregationist policies and opposing
civil rights reforms. It wasn’t until the mid-20th century that significant political realignment
began, triggered by the Civil Rights Movement and changing national attitudes toward race
and equality.

Reconstruction and Its Aftermath
Reconstruction (1865-1877) was a pivotal period that attempted to redefine southern
society by granting rights to formerly enslaved African Americans. Federal laws and



constitutional amendments sought to ensure equal protection and voting rights. Despite
initial progress, the withdrawal of federal troops from the South allowed white supremacist
groups to regain control, leading to the establishment of discriminatory laws and
disenfranchisement tactics.

The Solid South Era
Between the late 19th century and the mid-20th century, the South was characterized by
one-party Democratic rule. This political monopoly was maintained through voter
suppression and segregationist policies that marginalized African American citizens and
poor whites. The Democratic Party in the South during this era was conservative,
emphasizing states' rights and opposing federal civil rights interventions.

Political Parties and Ideologies
The politics of the South have seen significant shifts in party dominance and ideological
leanings over the past century. Historically a Democratic stronghold, the South has
transitioned to a region largely dominated by the Republican Party since the latter half of
the 20th century. This shift reflects changing social attitudes, economic developments, and
strategic political campaigns aimed at appealing to southern voters.

The Democratic Party in the South
Traditionally, the Democratic Party controlled southern politics, advocating for segregation
and conservative social policies. However, as the national Democratic Party embraced civil
rights reforms in the 1960s, many white southern voters felt alienated. Despite this, the
Democratic Party still maintains influence in some southern urban centers and among
minority populations.

The Rise of the Republican Party
The Republican Party’s rise in the South is often attributed to the "Southern Strategy," a
political approach that capitalized on racial and cultural tensions to attract white
conservative voters. Since the 1980s, Republicans have gained dominance in state
legislatures, governorships, and congressional seats. The party’s platform in the South
typically emphasizes limited government, conservative social values, and economic
development.

Key Ideological Themes
The politics of the South are marked by several ideological themes that influence voter
behavior and policy decisions:

Conservatism: Emphasis on traditional values, religious influence, and skepticism of



federal government intervention.

States’ Rights: Advocacy for the autonomy of state governments over federal
mandates.

Economic Populism: Support for policies aimed at benefiting working-class and rural
communities.

Race and Identity Politics: The ongoing impact of racial history and demographic
changes on political alignments.

Key Social and Economic Issues
The politics of the South are shaped by a range of social and economic issues that resonate
deeply with its population. These issues often intertwine with cultural values and historical
contexts, influencing both policy debates and electoral outcomes.

Race Relations and Civil Rights
Race remains a central issue in southern politics. The legacy of segregation and ongoing
disparities in education, employment, and criminal justice continue to impact political
discourse. Civil rights activism and advocacy for racial equality have shaped policy reforms
and voter mobilization efforts, particularly among African American communities.

Economic Development and Poverty
Economic challenges such as poverty, unemployment, and access to education are critical
concerns in many southern states. The region has historically depended on agriculture and
manufacturing, but transitions toward service industries and technology sectors are
changing its economic landscape. Policy debates often focus on job creation, infrastructure
investment, and improving educational opportunities.

Healthcare and Social Services
Access to healthcare remains a prominent issue in the South, with many states exhibiting
higher rates of uninsured individuals and poorer health outcomes compared to national
averages. Political discussions frequently address Medicaid expansion, rural healthcare
access, and public health initiatives.

Education Policy
Education represents a significant area of political focus, as southern states work to
improve school funding, curriculum standards, and educational attainment. Issues such as



school choice, standardized testing, and higher education funding are frequently debated
within the political arena.

Electoral Trends and Voting Behavior
Voting patterns in the South have undergone notable transformation, reflecting
demographic changes and evolving political affiliations. Understanding these trends is
essential to grasp the current state of southern politics.

Historical Voting Patterns
For much of the 20th century, southern states consistently supported Democratic
candidates at the local and national levels. This loyalty shifted gradually after the Civil
Rights Movement, with many white voters migrating toward the Republican Party. African
American voters, meanwhile, largely supported Democrats.

Modern Electoral Landscape
Today, southern states often lean Republican in presidential elections, though some states
remain competitive battlegrounds. Urban areas and minority populations tend to favor
Democrats, while rural and suburban areas generally support Republicans. Voter turnout
and election laws also play significant roles in shaping electoral outcomes.

Factors Influencing Voting Behavior

Demographic Changes: Growing minority populations and younger voters bring new
political dynamics.

Economic Concerns: Employment, wages, and social services impact voter
priorities.

Religious and Cultural Values: Many southern voters are influenced by
conservative Christian beliefs.

Media and Political Campaigns: Messaging and outreach strategies affect voter
engagement.

Influence on National Politics
The politics of the South have a profound impact on the national political landscape due to
the region’s substantial population and electoral significance. Southern states wield
considerable power in presidential elections, congressional representation, and policy



debates.

Electoral College and Presidential Elections
Southern states collectively hold a significant number of electoral votes, making them key
targets for presidential candidates. The region’s political preferences can often determine
the outcome of national elections, with campaigns tailoring messages to appeal to southern
voters.

Congressional Representation
The South’s delegation in the U.S. Congress is influential in shaping legislation, particularly
on issues related to agriculture, defense, energy, and social policy. Southern lawmakers
often hold leadership positions and play critical roles in party strategy.

Policy Influence
Southern political priorities frequently shape national policy discussions. Topics such as
immigration, education, healthcare, and social conservatism are often influenced by the
region’s political climate and advocacy efforts.

Frequently Asked Questions

What defines the politics of the American South?
The politics of the American South are characterized by a history of conservative values,
strong party loyalty shifts, racial and economic issues, and the influence of religion and
tradition on policy-making.

How has the political landscape in the South changed
over the past 50 years?
Over the past 50 years, the South has shifted from a Democratic stronghold to a
predominantly Republican region, influenced by civil rights movements, economic changes,
and demographic shifts.

What role does race play in Southern politics today?
Race remains a significant factor in Southern politics, impacting voting patterns, policy
debates, and discussions around social justice, representation, and equality.



How influential are religious groups in Southern
politics?
Religious groups, particularly evangelical Christians, hold considerable influence in
Southern politics, shaping policy positions on social issues like abortion, education, and
LGBTQ+ rights.

What are the key political issues currently affecting the
South?
Key issues include healthcare access, economic development, education reform, voting
rights, racial justice, and immigration policies.

How do Southern states approach voting rights and
election laws?
Many Southern states have implemented strict voting laws and regulations, sparking
debates over voter suppression and election security.

What impact has urbanization had on Southern politics?
Urbanization has introduced more political diversity and competitive elections in Southern
cities, often contrasting with more conservative rural areas.

How do Southern political parties differ from their
national counterparts?
Southern political parties often emphasize conservative social values and economic policies
but may vary in their approaches to issues like healthcare and education compared to
national platforms.

What is the significance of Southern governors in
national politics?
Southern governors often play key roles in national politics due to the region's electoral
influence, serving as prominent voices on issues like economic policy and social
conservatism.

How are younger generations influencing the politics of
the South?
Younger generations in the South are increasingly advocating for progressive policies,
diversity, and social justice, challenging traditional political norms and reshaping regional
politics.



Additional Resources
1. The Origins of Southern Politics
This book explores the historical roots of political culture in the American South, tracing
back to colonial times and the antebellum period. It examines how factors such as slavery,
agriculture, and regional identity shaped the political landscape. The author provides
insight into the enduring legacy of these influences on modern southern politics.

2. Red State Rising: The GOP’s Southern Strategy
Focusing on the political realignment that transformed the South from a Democratic
stronghold to Republican dominance, this book analyzes the strategic moves by the GOP in
the latter half of the 20th century. It delves into issues like race, religion, and economic
change that fueled this shift. The narrative also considers the social and cultural
implications of this political transformation.

3. Voices of the New South: Race and Politics in the 21st Century
This book offers a contemporary look at the evolving political dynamics in southern states,
emphasizing the role of race and demographic changes. It highlights grassroots
movements, emerging political leaders, and the impact of immigration. Readers gain a
nuanced understanding of the challenges and opportunities shaping southern politics today.

4. Jim Crow and the Politics of Segregation
An in-depth examination of the Jim Crow era, this book details how segregation laws were
implemented and maintained through political means. It explores the roles of local and
state governments in enforcing racial discrimination. Additionally, it discusses the
resistance efforts that eventually led to civil rights reforms.

5. The Southern Populist Tradition
This work traces the history of populist movements in the South, focusing on their origins in
the late 19th century and their influence on regional politics. It covers key figures, policy
demands, and the social conditions that fueled populism. The book also considers how
populist ideas continue to resonate in contemporary political discourse.

6. Politics and Power in the Post-Reconstruction South
The book analyzes the period following Reconstruction, when white southern elites regained
political control through various means including disenfranchisement and violence. It offers
a detailed look at political machines, voter suppression, and the struggle for power in
southern states. The author highlights how these dynamics shaped the region’s political
trajectory well into the 20th century.

7. Women and Politics in the Southern States
This book chronicles the contributions and challenges faced by women in southern politics
from the suffrage era to the present. It explores the intersection of gender, race, and class
in shaping political opportunities and activism. The narrative also showcases influential
female politicians and activists who have impacted southern political life.

8. Religion and Southern Politics: Faith, Identity, and Power
This title investigates the powerful role of religion in shaping political attitudes and behavior
in the South. It looks at how evangelicalism, the Black church, and other religious traditions
influence policy debates and electoral outcomes. The book provides a comprehensive
analysis of faith as a central component of southern political identity.



9. Urbanization and Political Change in the Modern South
Focusing on the effects of urban growth and economic diversification, this book examines
how southern cities have become focal points for political innovation and change. It
discusses issues such as race relations, economic development, and governance challenges
in metropolitan areas. The author argues that urbanization is reshaping the political
landscape of the South in significant ways.
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  politics of the south: Southern Politics in State and Nation V.O. Key, 2024-08-09 V. O. Key's
classic work on Southern politics. The author, one of the nation's most astute observers, drew on
more than five hundred interviews with Southerners to illuminate the political process in the South
and in the nation. Southern Politics in State and Nation explains party alignments within states,
internal factional competition, and the influence of the South upon Washington. It also probes the
nature of the electorate, voting restrictions, and political operating procedures. This reprint of the
original edition includes a new introduction by Alexander Heard and a profile of the author by
William C. Havard. It remains one of the most influential books on the subject.
  politics of the south: Politics and Society in the South Earl Black, Merle Black, 1987 This book
is a systematic interpretation of the most important national and state tendencies in southern
politics since 1920. The authors contend that, notable improvements in race relations aside, the
central tendencies in southern politics are primarily established by the values, beliefs, and objectives
of the expanding white urban middle class.
  politics of the south: The Life and Death of the Solid South Dewey W. Grantham,
2021-10-21 Southern-style politics was one of those peculiar institutions that differentiated the
South from other American regions. This system—long referred to as the Solid South—embodied a
distinctive regional culture and was perpetuated through an undemocratic distribution of power and
a structure based on disfranchisement, malapportioned legislatures, and one-party politics. It was
the mechanism that determined who would govern in the states and localities, and in national
politics it was the means through which the South's politicians defended their region's special
interests and political autonomy. The history of this remarkable institution can be traced in the
gradual rise, long persistence, and ultimate decline of the Democratic Party dominance in the land
below the Potomac and the Ohio. This is the story that Dewey W. Grantham tells in his fresh and
authoritative account of the South's modern political experience. The distillation of many years of
research and reflection, is both a synthesis of the extensive literature on politics in the recent South
and a challenging reinterpretation of the region's political history.
  politics of the south: The South and the Transformation of U.S. Politics Charles S. Bullock III,
Susan A. MacManus, Jeremy D. Mayer, Mark J. Rozell, 2019-08-08 A strong case can be made that
the South has had the greatest impact of any region on the transformation of U.S. politics and
government. Since 1968, we have seen the demise of the solid (Democratic) South and the rise of
the Republican-dominated South; the rise of the largely southern white evangelical religious right
movement; and demographic changes that have vastly altered the political landscape of the region
and national politics. Overriding all of these changes is the major constant of southern politics: race.
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Since the 1990s, the Republican Party has dominated politics in the Southern United States. Race
relations were a large factor in this shift that began about a half century ago, but nonetheless, race
and demographic change are once again realigning party politics in the region, this time back
toward an emergent Democratic Party. Membership in the Southern Democratic Party is majority
African American, Latino, and Asian, and rapidly expanding with an influx of immigrants, primarily
Latino. While race continues to shape politics in the region, population growth is, as this book
argues, the major factor affecting politics in the South. In fact, the populations of Georgia, North
Carolina, South Carolina, and Virginia have grown more rapidly than the population of the nation as
a whole over the past half century--and each of these states has gained at least one seat in Congress.
These growth states are the ones in which populations are diversifying, economies are surging, and
Democrats are making headway. They, along with Florida and Texas, are also among the most
competitive states with the largest numbers of Electoral College votes in the region. It is likely,
therefore, that among the key battlegrounds for determining the presidency will be the southern
states with the fastest growing populations. This will especially be the case once the Latino
population in Texas mobilizes. This book describes and analyzes the ways in which demographic
change has shaped politics in the South since the late 1960s and may enable the Democratic Party in
the future to re-take politics in the region, and even shut out Republicans from the nation's highest
office.
  politics of the south: The Oxford Handbook of Southern Politics Charles S. Bullock III,
Mark J. Rozell, 2012-02-17 The unique political history of the Southern United States is rooted in the
fact that it is the only region to have ever taken up arms against the national government. While the
resources of the North prevailed after the four bloody years of the Civil War, the consequences of
the practice of slavery and the bitter loss experienced by the South continue to shape southern
politics a century and a half later. The twenty-three essays included in The Oxford Handbook of
Southern Politics present a definitive view of the factors that contribute to this region's distinctive
politics, examining these factors in the context of the South's political development since World War
II. Following an introductory essay by editors Charles Bullock III and Mark Rozell, five chapters
survey the past seventy-five years of the region's political history, looking in particular at the Civil
Rights Movement, urbanization of the South, and the area's economy and changing demographics.
Four chapters will then take a closer look at the influence of particular demographics, including
religious conservatives, women, and Latinos. This will be followed by chapters on the rise of the
Republican Party, southern political attitudes, and political and economic development in the
Southern Black Belt. Subsequent chapters will examine political parties, voting and elections,
including party organizations and activists, the mainstreaming of the Republican Party, realignment,
party building, and Deep South politics. The five chapters of the final section will look at the South's
impact on national politics, at the executive and congressional levels, legislatively and on the nation
more generally.
  politics of the south: The New Politics of the Old South Charles S. Bullock, III, Mark J.
Rozell, 2013-11-27 The New Politics of the Old South, Sixth Edition is available August 2017.
Paperback ISBN 9781538100158 Now in its fifth edition, The New Politics of the Old South is the
best and most comprehensive analysis and history of political behaviors and shifting demographics
in America’s southern states.
  politics of the south: The Two-party South Alexander P. Lamis, 1984 This knowledgeable
commentary on contemporary politics in the American South provides a broad survey of Southern
politics since the Civil Rights revolution, analyzing the historical changes first in terms of general
trends and then in individual chapters on the Southern states, from Virginia to Texas.
  politics of the south: The Long Southern Strategy Angie Maxwell, Todd Shields, 2019-06-24
The Southern Strategy was but one in a series of decisions the GOP made not just on race, but on
feminism and religion as well, in what Angie Maxwell and Todd Shields call the Long Southern
Strategy. The Southern Strategy is traditionally understood as a Goldwater and Nixon-era effort by
the Republican Party to win over disaffected white voters in the Democratic stronghold of the



American South. To realign these voters with the GOP, the party abandoned its past support for civil
rights and used racially coded language to capitalize on southern white racial angst. However, that
decision was but one in a series of decisions the GOP made not just on race, but on feminism and
religion as well, in what Angie Maxwell and Todd Shields call the Long Southern Strategy. In the
wake of Second-Wave Feminism, the GOP dropped the Equal Rights Amendment from its platform
and promoted traditional gender roles in an effort to appeal to anti-feminist white southerners,
particularly women. And when the leadership of the Southern Baptist Convention became
increasingly fundamentalist and politically active, the GOP tied its fate to the Christian Right. With
original, extensive data on national and regional opinions and voting behavior, Maxwell and Shields
show why all three of those decisions were necessary for the South to turn from blue to red. To make
inroads in the South, however, GOP politicians not only had to take these positions, but they also had
to sell them with a southern accent. Republicans embodied southern white culture by emphasizing
an us vs. them outlook, preaching absolutes, accusing the media of bias, prioritizing identity over the
economy, encouraging defensiveness, and championing a politics of retribution. In doing so, the GOP
nationalized southern white identity, rebranded itself to the country at large, and fundamentally
altered the vision and tone of American politics.
  politics of the south: Politics in the New South Richard K. Scher, 1996-12-31 This edition
brings the story of 20th-century Southern politics up to the present day and the virtual triumph of
Southern Republicanism. It considers the changes in party politics, leadership, civil rights and black
participation in Southern politics.
  politics of the south: Writing Southern Politics Robert P. Steed, Laurence W. Moreland,
2014-10-17 Scholars, journalists, writers, and pundits have long regarded the South as the nation's
most politically distinctive region. Its culture, history, and social and economic institutions have
fostered unique political ideas that intrigue observers and have had profound political consequences
for the nation's citizens, politicians, and policymakers. Writing Southern Politics is the most
comprehensive review of the large body of post–World War II literature on southern politics. Since
the publication of V.O. Key Jr.'s landmark work, Southern Politics in State and Nation (1949),
scholars have produced an astounding number of books, monographs, professional journal articles,
and research papers addressing elements of continuity and change in southern politics. The
contributors to this book sort through the literature, identifying major themes, examining areas of
scholarly disagreement, and making the key dimensions and contours of the region's politics
understandable. Individually, the essays in this volume identify and clarify the key writing and
research in selected subfields of southern politics, including religion, race, women, and political
parties. Collectively, the essays identify and discuss the major components of and trends in southern
politics over the past half century. The contributors, some of the foremost scholars in the field, have
been heavily involved in researching and writing about southern politics during the past three
decades and have observed the development of many of the research projects that form the
foundation of southern political literature. In many instances, their own writings are included in the
body of literature they discuss, bringing unique skills, research, and perspectives to their original
essays. In addition to reviewing existing literature, Writing Southern Politics also includes
suggestions for a future research agenda. Not all aspects of the region's dramatic fifty-year
transformation have been fully explored, and the continuation of this development ensures new
avenues to examine. The discussion of past research and writing is an invaluable tool for
understanding the trends in southern politics over the past half century. By examining these trends
and developing an agenda for future research, the authors provide a roadmap for identifying the
changes that will likely shape the region over the next half century.
  politics of the south: The New Politics of the Old South Charles S. Bullock, Mark J. Rozell,
2007 The last presidential election showed without a doubt the prominence of the Southern states in
the national political landscape. When it first appeared in 1998, The New Politics of the Old South
broke new ground by examining Southern political trends at the end of the twentieth century. Now
in its third edition, with all chapters extensively revised and updated to cover events up through the



2004 elections, the authors continue their unique state-by-state analysis of political behavior.
Written by the country's leading scholars of Southern politics, and designed to be adopted for
courses on Southern politics (but accessible to any interested reader), this book traces the shifting
trends of the Southern electorate and explains its growing influence on the course of national
politics.
  politics of the south: The New Southern Politics J. David Woodard, 2006 In this comprehensive
new text, J. David Woodard integrates the best features of a state-by-state focus on politics in the
southern states with a thematic overview of the region's social, economic, and political life. Notably,
the text: profiles significant figures and events from the real world of politics; highlights vital
dimensions of political culture (e.g., race, religion, and partisanship); navigates essential historical
context; underscores the region's growing role in national politics; incorporates up-to-date coverage
of ongoing controversies and trends; suggests a well-defined organizational structure for courses.
Treating subjects as diverse as the confederate flag dispute, the role of women in society, and the
region's military traditions, The New Southern Politics is an innovative and readable introduction
designed to engage students and scholars alike.
  politics of the south: Deep Roots Avidit Acharya, Matthew Blackwell, Maya Sen, 2020-03-10
Despite dramatic social transformations in the United States during the last 150 years, the South
has remained staunchly conservative. Southerners are more likely to support Republican candidates,
gun rights, and the death penalty, and southern whites harbor higher levels of racial resentment
than whites in other parts of the country. Why haven't these sentiments evolved or changed? Deep
Roots shows that the entrenched political and racial views of contemporary white southerners are a
direct consequence of the region's slaveholding history, which continues to shape economic,
political, and social spheres. Today, southern whites who live in areas once reliant on
slavery--compared to areas that were not--are more racially hostile and less amenable to policies
that could promote black progress. Highlighting the connection between historical institutions and
contemporary political attitudes, the authors explore the period following the Civil War when elite
whites in former bastions of slavery had political and economic incentives to encourage the
development of anti-black laws and practices. Deep Roots shows that these forces created a local
political culture steeped in racial prejudice, and that these viewpoints have been passed down over
generations, from parents to children and via communities, through a process called behavioral path
dependence. While legislation such as the Civil Rights Act and the Voting Rights Act made huge
strides in increasing economic opportunity and reducing educational disparities, southern slavery
has had a profound, lasting, and self-reinforcing influence on regional and national politics that can
still be felt today. A groundbreaking look at the ways institutions of the past continue to sway
attitudes of the present, Deep Roots demonstrates how social beliefs persist long after the formal
policies that created those beliefs have been eradicated.--Jacket.
  politics of the south: Strom Thurmond and the Politics of Southern Change Nadine Cohodas,
1994 Reprint of the Simon & Schuster edition originally published in 1993. Annotation copyright
Book News, Inc. Portland, Or.
  politics of the south: Transformatn Southern Polit Jack Bass, Walter De Vries, 1976-09-30
Chapters cover each Southern state, plus material on Republican Party, black politics, and organized
labor.
  politics of the south: Jumpin' Jim Crow Jane Dailey, Glenda Elizabeth Gilmore, Bryant Simon,
2000-10-29 A collection of essays discussing politics in the south from the Civil War to the 1960s'
civil rights movement. Focuses on specific people, places, and laws of the era.
  politics of the south: Interest Group Politics in the Southern States Ronald J. Hrebenar,
Clive Thomas, 1992-07-30 Underscores the pivotal, and at times controlling, role played by interest
groups in southern politics.
  politics of the south: The South and the Politics of Slavery, 1828–1856 William J. Cooper, Jr.,
1980-06 Reporting on attitudes and reactions in each of the eleven states that were to form the
Confederacy, William Cooper traces and analyzes the history of southern politics from the formation



of the Democratic party in the late 1820s to the cessation of the Democratic-Whig struggle in the
1850s. He bases his study on extensive research of regional political manuscripts and newspapers.
  politics of the south: Politics in the New South Richard K. Scher, 2016-12-05 This edition of
Politics in the New South takes the remarkable story of the transformation of southern politics in the
twentieth century up through the virtual triumph of southern Republicanism in the mid-1990s. The
book explores not only the fundamental changes that have occurred - in party politics, political
leadership, voting rights and black participation - but also the strong continuities in the political
culture of the South despite a reversal of party allegiances. There is no richer or more readable
introduction to the politics of the South - a region that shows us important aspects of both our past
and our future.
  politics of the south: Republican Party Politics and the American South, 1865–1968 Boris
Heersink, Jeffery A. Jenkins, 2020-03-19 In Republican Party Politics and the American South,
1865–1968, Heersink and Jenkins examine how National Convention politics allowed the South to
remain important to the Republican Party after Reconstruction, and trace how Republican
organizations in the South changed from biracial coalitions to mostly all-white ones over time. Little
research exists on the GOP in the South after Reconstruction and before the 1960s. Republican
Party Politics and the American South, 1865–1968 helps fill this knowledge gap. Using data on the
race of Republican convention delegates from 1868 to 1952, the authors explore how the 'whitening'
of the Republican Party affected its vote totals in the South. Once states passed laws to
disenfranchise blacks during the Jim Crow era, the Republican Party in the South performed better
electorally the whiter it became. These results are important for understanding how the GOP
emerged as a competitive, and ultimately dominant, electoral party in the late-twentieth century
South.
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