politics is an art of possible

politics is an art of possible is a phrase famously attributed to British statesman Otto von
Bismarck, encapsulating the pragmatic nature of political decision-making. This concept highlights
that politics often involves compromise, negotiation, and the pursuit of achievable goals rather than
idealistic or absolute outcomes. Understanding politics as an art of possible provides insight into
how leaders and governments navigate competing interests, societal demands, and limited resources
to create workable policies. In this article, the historical origins, practical applications, and
philosophical implications of the idea that politics is an art of possible will be explored. Additionally,
the role of compromise and negotiation, challenges faced in political processes, and the relevance of
this concept in contemporary governance will be discussed in detail. By examining these aspects,
readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of why politics is fundamentally about balancing
ideals with reality.
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Historical Origins of the Phrase "Politics is an Art of
Possible"

The phrase "politics is an art of possible" is most commonly attributed to Otto von Bismarck, the
19th-century German Chancellor who played a pivotal role in the unification of Germany. Bismarck's
political career was marked by pragmatic decision-making focused on achieving practical outcomes
rather than ideological purity. This phrase reflects his belief that effective governance involves
working within constraints and making strategic choices based on what can realistically be
accomplished.

Bismarck’s Political Philosophy

Bismarck’s approach to politics was grounded in Realpolitik, a system of politics based on practical

objectives rather than moral or ideological considerations. He prioritized power balance, diplomacy,
and calculated compromises to advance national interests. His famous dictum captures the essence

of Realpolitik by emphasizing that politics is fundamentally about navigating realities.

Evolution of the Phrase in Political Thought

Over time, the expression has been embraced by political theorists and practitioners worldwide to



articulate the necessity of pragmatism in governance. It has become a foundational concept in
understanding political strategies that prioritize feasible outcomes over unattainable ideals.

The Practical Meaning of Politics as an Art of Possible

At its core, the idea that politics is an art of possible underscores the importance of flexibility and
adaptability in political processes. It acknowledges that political actors must work with existing
constraints such as institutional structures, public opinion, and competing interests to achieve
progress.

Balancing Ideals with Reality

Political leaders often face the challenge of reconciling their vision with practical limitations. The art
of possible requires them to identify solutions that, while perhaps imperfect, are acceptable to a
majority and capable of implementation. This balance is essential for stability and effective
governance.

Decision-Making Under Constraints

Politics involves making decisions in environments characterized by uncertainty, limited resources,
and diverse stakeholders. Recognizing what is possible helps avoid paralysis and enables
incremental progress, which is often more sustainable than radical change.

The Role of Compromise and Negotiation in Politics

Compromise and negotiation are central to the art of possible in politics. They facilitate consensus-
building and allow different political actors to find common ground despite divergent interests.

Importance of Compromise

Compromise entails mutual concessions by parties to reach an agreement acceptable to all involved.
It is essential in pluralistic societies where diverse viewpoints must coexist within the political
framework.

Negotiation as a Political Tool

Negotiation is the process through which political actors communicate, propose, and adjust positions
to achieve shared objectives. Effective negotiation skills are indispensable for leaders seeking to
implement policies and maintain political stability.

e Enables conflict resolution
* Builds political alliances

 Facilitates policy implementation



e Enhances democratic participation

Challenges in Applying the Art of Possible in Modern
Politics

While politics as an art of possible remains a guiding principle, modern political environments
present unique challenges that complicate its application. Factors such as polarization, media
influence, and global interconnectedness intensify these difficulties.

Political Polarization

Increasing ideological divides make compromise more difficult, as parties and interest groups often
adopt rigid stances. This environment undermines the flexibility necessary for the art of possible to
function effectively.

Media and Public Opinion

The rapid dissemination of information and the role of social media can pressure politicians to
prioritize short-term popularity over pragmatic solutions. This dynamic challenges the pursuit of
achievable political outcomes.

Globalization and Complexity

Modern governance is complicated by international relations and transnational issues such as
climate change and economic interdependence. These factors require multilateral negotiation and
adaptability, expanding the scope of what politics must accommodate.

Contemporary Examples Demonstrating Politics as an
Art of Possible

Real-world instances illustrate how the principle that politics is an art of possible operates in
contemporary governance. These examples highlight the strategic compromises and negotiations
that shape policy and political outcomes.

Legislative Compromises in Government

In democratic legislatures, passing laws often requires bipartisan cooperation and concessions.
Examples include budget negotiations where opposing parties agree on spending levels that reflect
shared priorities despite differing agendas.

Diplomatic Agreements

International treaties and agreements, such as climate accords or trade deals, exemplify politics as
an art of possible by balancing national interests with global cooperation. These agreements often



represent the best attainable compromises among diverse stakeholders.

Coalition Governments

In parliamentary systems, coalition governments are formed through negotiation among multiple
parties. These coalitions must find common ground on policy issues, illustrating the practical
necessity of compromise and flexibility.

1. Identify shared goals among coalition partners
2. Negotiate policy priorities and ministerial roles
3. Develop consensus-driven legislative agendas

4. Maintain ongoing dialogue to manage conflicts

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the phrase 'politics is the art of the possible' mean?

The phrase means that politics involves finding practical solutions and compromises that can
realistically be achieved, rather than pursuing idealistic or unattainable goals.

Who originally coined the phrase 'politics is the art of the
possible'?

The phrase is often attributed to Otto von Bismarck, the 19th-century German statesman, who
emphasized pragmatic decision-making in politics.

How does 'politics is the art of the possible' relate to
policymaking?

It highlights that policymakers must work within constraints such as public opinion, resources, and
political opposition, seeking feasible policies rather than perfect ones.

Can 'politics is the art of the possible' justify compromises in
political negotiations?

Yes, it suggests that compromise is essential in politics to achieve workable agreements and
progress, even if the outcomes are not ideal for all parties involved.

What are the criticisms of viewing politics solely as 'the art of



the possible'?

Critics argue that focusing only on what is possible can lead to short-term thinking, lack of visionary
leadership, and acceptance of suboptimal solutions instead of striving for meaningful change.

How does 'politics is the art of the possible' influence
democratic governance?

It encourages elected officials to balance diverse interests and perspectives, negotiating and
adapting to achieve policies that reflect the best achievable outcomes within a pluralistic society.

Additional Resources

1. The Art of the Possible: Political Innovation and Pragmatism

This book explores how political leaders balance ideals with practical constraints to achieve
meaningful progress. It delves into case studies where compromise and negotiation led to successful
policy outcomes. Readers gain insight into the delicate dance of power, persuasion, and pragmatism
in governance.

2. Politics as the Art of Compromise

Focusing on the essential nature of compromise in politics, this book examines historical and
contemporary examples of how opposing factions find common ground. It highlights the skills
necessary for negotiation, coalition-building, and conflict resolution. The author argues that
compromise is not weakness but a strategic tool for sustainable governance.

3. The Possible and the Practical: Navigating Political Realities

This title addresses the tension between political ideals and real-world limitations. Through analysis
of political systems and leadership styles, it shows how flexibility and adaptability are crucial for
political success. The book offers guidance for politicians and activists striving to turn visionary
ideas into actionable policies.

4. Mastering the Art of Political Negotiation

A comprehensive guide to the techniques and psychology behind effective political negotiation. The
book covers topics such as communication strategies, power dynamics, and emotional intelligence. It
provides readers with practical tools to influence decision-making and build lasting political
alliances.

5. The Politics of Possibility: Creating Change in Complex Systems

This book looks at how change can be fostered within entrenched political systems through
innovation and strategic thinking. It combines political theory with real-world examples to show how
leaders can expand the realm of what is possible. The author emphasizes creativity and resilience as
key ingredients for political transformation.

6. The Art of Political Strategy: From Vision to Victory

Focusing on the strategic dimensions of political campaigns and governance, this book outlines how
visionaries turn their ideas into winning strategies. It includes insights on messaging, coalition-
building, and timing. Readers learn how to navigate the unpredictable terrain of politics to achieve
their goals.



7. Pragmatism in Politics: The Balance Between Ideals and Reality

This title explores the role of pragmatism as a guiding principle in political decision-making. It
discusses the challenges leaders face when ideals conflict with practical concerns and how
successful politicians manage this balance. The book provides examples from diverse political
contexts to illustrate its themes.

8. The Dynamics of Political Possibility

An analytical look at the forces that open or close windows of opportunity in politics. The author
examines how social movements, economic factors, and institutional structures influence what
political actors can achieve. The book offers a framework for understanding how to capitalize on
moments of political possibility.

9. Politics as an Art: Lessons in Leadership and Influence

This work treats politics as a creative and strategic art form. It draws lessons from historical leaders
known for their skillful navigation of political challenges. Through these examples, readers gain an
appreciation for the nuanced tactics and emotional intelligence required to lead effectively.
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politics is an art of possible: The Quote Verifier Ralph Keyes, 2007-04-01 Our language is full
of hundreds of quotations that are often cited but seldom confirmed. Ralph Keyes's The Quote
Verifier considers not only classic misquotes such as Nice guys finish last, and Play it again, Sam,
but more surprising ones such as Ain't I a woman? and Golf is a good walk spoiled, as well as the
origins of popular sayings such as The opera ain't over till the fat lady sings, No one washes a rented
car, and Make my day. Keyes's in-depth research routinely confounds widespread assumptions about
who said what, where, and when. Organized in easy-to-access dictionary form, The Quote Verifier
also contains special sections highlighting commonly misquoted people and genres, such as Yogi
Berra and Oscar Wilde, famous last words, and misremembered movie lines. An invaluable resource
for not just those with a professional need to quote accurately, but anyone at all who is interested in
the roots of words and phrases, The Quote Verifier is not only a fascinating piece of literary
sleuthing, but also a great read.

politics is an art of possible: A Philosophy of the Possible Mikhail Epstein, 2019-06-07 In this
book, Mikhail Epstein offers a systematic theory of modalities (the actual, possible, and necessary),
as applied to the discourse of philosophy in its post-Kantian and especially post-Derridean
perspectives. He relies on his own experience of living in the USSR and the US, dominated
respectively by imperative and possibilist modalities. Possibilism assumes that a thing or event
acquires meaning only in the context of its multiple possibilities, inviting counterfactual and
conditional modes of description. The author focuses on the creative potentials of possibilistic
thinking and its heuristic value. The book demonstrates the range of modal approaches to society,
culture, ethics, and language, and outlines potentiology as a new philosophical discipline interacting
with ontology and epistemology.
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politics is an art of possible: Bismarck and the Development of Germany Otto Pflanze,
1963 A biography of Bismarck which describes the political, intellectual and institutional milieu
which determined his political aims and strategy.

politics is an art of possible: What They Didn't Say Elizabeth Knowles, 2006-10-26 Follow the
money Fresh fields and pastures new A good day to bury bad news If the glove doesn't fit you must
acquit Brings together a fascinating range of wrongly remembered sayings, popular summaries of
original thoughts, and apocryphal or unverifiable comments attributed to a particular person. By
revealing what was (and was not) really said, this book celebrates the colour and inventiveness of
language change.

politics is an art of possible: Arts of the Possible: Essays and Conversations Adrienne
Rich, 2002-05-17 Adrienne Rich's new prose collection could have been titled The Essential
Rich.—Women's Review of Books These essays trace a distinguished writer's engagement with her
time, her arguments with herself and others. [ am a poet who knows the social power of poetry, a
United States citizen who knows herself irrevocably tangled in her society's hopes, arrogance, and
despair, Adrienne Rich writes. The essays in Arts of the Possible search for possibilities beyond a
compromised, degraded system, seeking to imagine something else. They call on the fluidity of the
imagination, from poetic vision to social justice, from the badlands of political demoralization to an
art that might wound, that may open scars when engaged in its work, but will finally suture and not
tear apart. This volume collects Rich's essays from the last decade of the twentieth century,
including four earlier essays, as well as several conversations that go further than the usual
interview. Also included is her essay explaining her reasons for declining the National Medal for the
Arts. The work is inspired and inspiring.—Alicia Ostriker [S]o clear and clean and thorough. I learn
from her again and again.—Grace Paley

politics is an art of possible: Politics UK Bill Jones, Philip Norton, 2014-06-20 The revised
and updated eighth edition of the bestselling textbook Politics UK is an indispensible introduction to
British politics. It provides a thorough and accessible overview of the institutions and processes of
British government, a good grounding in British political history and an incisive introduction to the
issues facing Britain today. With contributed chapters from respected scholars in the field and
contemporary articles on real-world politics from well-known political commentators, this textbook is
an essential guide for students of British politics. The eighth edition welcomes brand new material
from eight new contributors to complement the rigorously updated and highly valued chapters
retained from the previous edition. The eighth edition includes: - Britain in context boxes offering
contrasting international perspectives of themes in British politics. -+ A comprehensive 'who's who' of
politics in the form of Profile boxes featuring key political figures. - And another thing ... pieces:
short articles written by distinguished commentators including Jonathan Powell, Michael Moran and
Mark Garnett. - Fully updated chapters plus new material providing excellent coverage of
contemporary political events including: The Leveson Inquiry, the aftermath of the 2011 riots and
the House of Lords reform. - A vibrant and accessible new design to excite and engage students as
the work through a variety of political topics. - A new epilogue to the book offering a critical
perspective of the trials and tribulations of the Coalition Government, including an overview of the
major differences that divide the coalition partners.

politics is an art of possible: The Philosophy of Disruption Alexander Manu, 2022-07-28 The
Philosophy of Disruption provides a structural understanding of how disruption differs from regular
change, presenting methods for conceptualizing beneficial responses into products, services, or
experiences.

politics is an art of possible: Rebuilding the Left Marta Harnecker, 2013-07-18 What future
is there for the left, faced with the challenges of the twenty-first century? Based on a lifetime's
experience in politics, Marta Harnecker addresses the crisis facing the left today. At its heart, this
book is a critique of social democratic realpolitik. Harnecker reminds us that, contrary to today's
orthodoxy, politics is not the art of the possible but the art of making the impossible possible by
building a social and political force capable of changing reality. She believes that the social



experiments being carried out in Latin America today hold out hope that an alternative to capitalism
is possible; they are essentially socialist, democratic projects in which the people are the driving
force. To create a real alternative to capitalism, though, the left must change. Rebuilding the Left
offers real hope to those who still believe that we can create a different world.

politics is an art of possible: Lyotard and the Political James Williams, 2002-01-31 Lyotard
and the Political is the first book to consider the full range of the political thought of the French
philosopher Francois Lyotard and its broader implications for an understanding of the political.
James Williams clearly and carefully traces the development of Lyotard's thought from his early
Marxist essays on the Algerian struggle for independence to his break with the thought of Marx and
Freud. This is compared with Lyotard's later, highly influental writings on the politics of desire and
his attempts to base a postmodern political discourse on the sublime. An indispensable work for all
who are interested in modern continental philosophy, Lyotard and the Political offers the first
systematic analysis of the political dimension of the work of one of the most controversial and
influential philosophers of the twentieth century. Also available in this series: Lacan and the Political
Pb: 0-415-17187-3: £12.99 Heidegger and the Political Pb:0-415-13064-6: £12.99 Derrida and the
Political Pb: 0-415-10967-1: £13.99 Nietzche and the Political Pb: 0-41510069-0: £12.99 Foucault
and the Political Pb: 0-415-10066-6: £12.99

politics is an art of possible: Emerging Affinities - Possible Futures of Performative Arts
Mateusz Borowski, Mateusz Chaberski, Malgorzata Sugiera, 2019-10-21 This volume is a response to
the growing need for new methodological approaches to the rapidly changing landscape of new
forms of performative practices. The authors address a host of contemporary phenomena situated at
the crossroads between science and fiction which employ various media and merge live participation
with mediated hybrid experiences at both affective and cognitive level. All essays collected here
move across disciplinary divisions in order to provide an account of these new tendencies, thus
providing food for thought for a wide readership ranging from performative studies to the social
sciences, philosophy and cultural studies.

politics is an art of possible: The Saturday Review of Politics, Literature, Science and Art ,
1871

politics is an art of possible: The New Left, National Identity, and the Break-up of Britain
Wade Matthews, 2013-08-08 In The New Left, National Identity, and the Break-Up of Britain Wade
Matthews charts the nexus between socialism and national identity in the work of key New Left
intellectuals, E.P. Thompson, Raymond Williams, Stuart Hall, Perry Anderson, and Tom Nairn.
Matthews considers these New Left thinkers’ response to Britain’s various national questions,
including decolonization and the End of Empire, the rise of European integration and separatist
nationalisms in Scotland and Wales, and to the national and nationalist implications of Thatcherism,
Cold War and the fall of communism. Matthews establishes a contestatory dialogue around these
issues throughout the book based around different New Left perspectives on what has been called
“the break-up of Britain.” He demonstrates that national questions where crucial to New Left
debates.

politics is an art of possible: Another Aesthetics Is Possible Jennifer Ponce de Leon,
2021-02-08 In Another Aesthetics Is Possible Jennifer Ponce de Ledn examines the roles that art can
play in the collective labor of creating and defending another social reality. Focusing on artists and
art collectives in Argentina, Mexico, and the United States, Ponce de Ledn shows how experimental
practices in the visual, literary, and performing arts have been influenced by and articulated with
leftist movements and popular uprisings that have repudiated neoliberal capitalism and its violence.
Whether enacting solidarity with Zapatista communities through an alternate reality game or using
surrealist street theater to amplify the more radical strands of Argentina's human rights movement,
these artists fuse their praxis with forms of political mobilization from direct-action tactics to
economic resistance. Advancing an innovative transnational and transdisciplinary framework of
analysis, Ponce de Ledn proposes a materialist understanding of art and politics that brings to the
fore the power of aesthetics to both compose and make visible a world beyond capitalism.




politics is an art of possible: The Saturday Review of Politics, Literature, Science, Art,
and Finance , 1872

politics is an art of possible: Saturday Review of Politics, Literature, Science and Art , 1884

politics is an art of possible: Imagining the Possible Stephen Eric Bronner, 2002-04-03
Jean-Paul Sartre originally made the term engagement a part of the existentialist vocabulary
following WWII. It imples the responsibility of intervening in social or political conflicts in the hope
of fostering freedom. Imagining the Possible opens different windows upon this particular
engagement.

politics is an art of possible: Martin Heidegger: In Europe and America E.G. Ballard, C.E.
Scott, 2012-12-06 When Heidegger's influence was at its zenith in Gennany from the early fifties to
the early sixties, most serious students of philosophy in that country were deeply steeped in his
thought. His students or students of his students filled many if not most of the major chairs in
philosophy. A cloud of reputedly Black Forest mysticism veiled the perspective of many of his critics
and admirers at home and abroad. Droves of people flocked to hear lectures by him that most could
not understand, even on careful reading, much less on one hearing. He loomed so large that Being
and Time frequently could not be seen as a highly imaginative, initial approach to a strictly limited
set of questions, but was viewed either as an all-embracing fmt order catastrophy incorporating at
once the most feared consequences of Boehme, Kierkegaard, Rilke, and Nietzsche, or as THE
ANSWER. But most of that has past. Heidegger's dominance of Gennan philosophy has ceased. One
can now brush aside the larger-than-life images of Heidegger, the fears that his language was
creating a cult phenomenon, the convictions that only those can understand him who give their lives
to his thought. His language is at times unusually difficult, at times simple and beautiful. Some of his
insights are obscure and not helpful, others are exciting and clarifying. One no longer expects
Heidegger to interpret literature like a literary critic or an academic philologist.

politics is an art of possible: Modernity, History, and Politics in Czech Art Marta Filipova,
2019-07-08 This book traces the influence of the changing political environment on Czech art,
criticism, history, and theory between 1895 and 1939, looking beyond the avant-garde to the
peripheries of modern art. The period is marked by radical political changes, the formation of
national and regional identities, and the rise of modernism in Central Europe - specifically, the
collapse of Austria-Hungary and the creation of the new democratic state of Czechoslovakia. Marta
Filipova studies the way in which narratives of modern art were formed in a constant negotiation
and dialogue between an effort to be international and a desire to remain authentically local.
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