
politics of recognition charles taylor

politics of recognition charles taylor is a pivotal concept in contemporary
political philosophy that addresses the importance of acknowledging and
respecting the distinct identities of individuals and groups within society.
Developed by Canadian philosopher Charles Taylor, this theory emphasizes the
role of recognition in human dignity, self-identity, and social justice. The
politics of recognition challenges traditional liberal approaches that focus
solely on distributive justice, arguing instead for the need to affirm
cultural and social identities to foster equality and social cohesion. This
article explores the foundations of Taylor's politics of recognition, its
philosophical influences, practical implications, and critiques. By
understanding these aspects, readers will gain a comprehensive insight into
how recognition shapes political discourse and policy-making in multicultural
societies.
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Foundations of the Politics of Recognition

The politics of recognition as formulated by Charles Taylor arises from a
deep concern with identity, dignity, and the role of society in affirming
individual and group identities. Unlike traditional political theories that
prioritize economic redistribution and legal equality, Taylor’s framework
insists that misrecognition or nonrecognition inflicts harm by undermining a
person's or group's identity. Recognition, in this context, means more than
mere tolerance; it involves actively valuing and respecting cultural
differences and providing space for diverse identities to flourish.

Historical and Philosophical Context

Charles Taylor’s politics of recognition is rooted in a broader philosophical
tradition that includes existentialism, hermeneutics, and communitarianism.
Taylor critiques the atomistic individualism prevalent in liberal thought,
which tends to view individuals as isolated agents rather than socially
embedded beings whose identities are shaped by relationships and recognition
from others. This relational view of identity is essential to understanding
why recognition is politically significant.



Recognition and Identity

For Taylor, identity is dialogical; it develops through interaction with
others and the social environment. Recognition is therefore a vital human
need, necessary for self-realization and self-respect. When identities are
misrecognized or denied, individuals experience a form of oppression that
affects their well-being and participation in society. This perspective
broadens the scope of justice to include cultural and symbolic dimensions
alongside economic considerations.

Charles Taylor’s Philosophical Contributions

Charles Taylor is a prominent figure in political philosophy whose work has
significantly shaped contemporary debates on multiculturalism, identity
politics, and recognition. His essay “The Politics of Recognition” is
foundational in articulating why recognition matters and how it should be
integrated into political theory and practice.

The Concept of the “Politics of Recognition” Essay

In his influential essay, Taylor argues that liberal democracy must move
beyond procedural equality to address the cultural and social needs of
marginalized groups. He emphasizes that recognition involves acknowledging
the distinctiveness of cultural identities without reducing them to
stereotypes or assimilating them into a dominant culture. Taylor calls for a
politics that affirms difference and promotes mutual respect among diverse
communities.

Dialogical Self and Social Imaginaries

Taylor’s notion of the “dialogical self” highlights how individuals form
their identities through dialogue with others and within social contexts.
Complementing this is his concept of “social imaginaries,” which refers to
the shared understandings and practices that make social life possible.
Together, these ideas provide a framework for understanding how recognition
operates at both individual and collective levels.

Applications of the Politics of Recognition

The politics of recognition has been influential in shaping policies and
debates around multiculturalism, minority rights, and social inclusion. Its
emphasis on cultural recognition has informed various domains, from education
and language rights to legal reforms and indigenous claims.



Multiculturalism and Minority Rights

One of the most significant applications of Taylor’s politics of recognition
is in multicultural societies where multiple cultural groups coexist.
Recognition politics supports the accommodation of cultural practices,
languages, and traditions within a framework of mutual respect and equality.
This approach challenges assimilationist policies and promotes institutional
arrangements that allow minority cultures to thrive.

Indigenous Recognition and Reconciliation

In countries like Canada, the politics of recognition has played a crucial
role in advancing indigenous rights and reconciliation efforts. Recognition
of indigenous peoples’ distinct identities, histories, and sovereignty has
been central to addressing historical injustices and fostering more equitable
relationships between indigenous and settler populations.

Policy Implications

Legal recognition of cultural and linguistic rights

Educational curricula that reflect diverse histories and identities

Affirmative action and representation in political institutions

Support for cultural institutions and practices

Critiques and Challenges

Despite its influence, the politics of recognition faces several critiques
and challenges. Some argue that an overemphasis on recognition can lead to
fragmentation, identity essentialism, or undermine social cohesion. Others
question how to balance the politics of recognition with universal principles
of justice and equality.

Risks of Identity Essentialism

Critics warn that focusing on cultural recognition can inadvertently
reinforce fixed or stereotypical identities, limiting individual freedom and
diversity within groups. This essentialism may lead to rigid identity
categories that exclude internal differences and dissenting voices.



Tensions with Universalism

Another significant challenge lies in reconciling particularistic recognition
claims with universal human rights and equality. Some contend that excessive
emphasis on group identities might conflict with the principles of equal
citizenship and shared public values.

Practical Implementation Difficulties

Implementing politics of recognition in diverse societies requires careful
balancing to avoid privileging some groups over others or creating new forms
of exclusion. Policy-makers face the complex task of designing recognition
frameworks that are inclusive, flexible, and sensitive to evolving social
dynamics.

Contemporary Relevance and Future Directions

The politics of recognition remains a vital framework for addressing
contemporary issues related to identity, justice, and democracy. As societies
become increasingly diverse, the need to recognize and respect difference
continues to grow in importance.

Recognition in Global Contexts

Beyond Western liberal democracies, the politics of recognition informs
debates on post-colonialism, migration, and global justice. It encourages a
rethinking of sovereignty, citizenship, and rights in an interconnected world
where cultural diversity is a defining feature.

Emerging Challenges and Opportunities

New challenges such as digital identity, transnational communities, and
intersectional identities require the politics of recognition to evolve.
These developments offer opportunities to deepen understanding of
recognition’s role in fostering inclusive and democratic societies.

Future Research and Policy Directions

Exploring intersectionality within recognition frameworks

Integrating recognition with economic and distributive justice

Developing inclusive public spheres for dialogue and mutual respect



Addressing recognition in international human rights law

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'politics of recognition' according to
Charles Taylor?

The 'politics of recognition' in Charles Taylor's work refers to the struggle
of marginalized groups to have their unique identities, cultures, and values
acknowledged and respected within the broader society, emphasizing the
importance of cultural recognition for individual and group dignity.

How does Charles Taylor link identity to recognition
in his political philosophy?

Charles Taylor argues that identity is shaped by recognition from others;
individuals and groups need to be recognized in their distinctiveness to
develop a positive and authentic sense of self, making recognition a
fundamental human need.

What role does misrecognition play in the politics of
recognition?

Misrecognition, or the denial or distortion of recognition, can inflict harm
by demeaning or marginalizing groups and individuals, leading to social
exclusion, loss of self-esteem, and conflict, according to Taylor.

How does Charles Taylor justify the politics of
recognition in multicultural societies?

Taylor justifies the politics of recognition by arguing that multicultural
societies must acknowledge and respect cultural diversity to ensure justice
and equality, as failing to do so perpetuates oppression and identity-based
injustices.

What is the difference between the politics of
recognition and the politics of redistribution?

The politics of recognition focuses on cultural and identity-based justice,
emphasizing respect and acknowledgment of diverse identities, while the
politics of redistribution addresses economic inequalities and material
justice; Taylor sees both as essential but distinct aspects of social
justice.

How has Charles Taylor’s concept of recognition
influenced contemporary debates on minority rights?

Taylor’s concept has influenced debates by highlighting the importance of
cultural recognition in addition to economic rights, encouraging policies



that promote respect for minority languages, traditions, and identities as
part of their social and political inclusion.

What criticisms have been raised against Charles
Taylor’s politics of recognition?

Critics argue that an excessive focus on recognition may lead to identity
politics that fragment society, foster divisiveness, or prioritize symbolic
recognition over material needs, and that it may inadvertently reinforce
essentialist views of identity.

How does Charles Taylor propose balancing
universalism and particularism in recognition
politics?

Taylor suggests a dialogical approach where universal human rights coexist
with the recognition of particular cultural identities, advocating for mutual
respect and the accommodation of diversity within a shared political
framework.

Additional Resources
1. Multiculturalism and “The Politics of Recognition” by Charles Taylor
This seminal essay by Charles Taylor explores the concept of recognition and
its importance in multicultural societies. Taylor argues that recognition is
a vital human need and that the politics of recognition addresses the ways in
which marginalized groups seek acknowledgment of their distinct identities.
The essay has become foundational in debates on identity politics and
cultural pluralism.

2. Hegel and the Politics of Recognition by Nancy Fraser
Nancy Fraser revisits Hegel’s philosophy to critique and expand upon Charles
Taylor’s politics of recognition framework. She discusses the tension between
recognition and redistribution, arguing that social justice requires both
cultural recognition and economic equality. Fraser’s work provides a critical
perspective on the limitations and possibilities of recognition politics.

3. Recognition and Power: Axel Honneth and the Tradition of Critical Social
Theory by Axel Honneth
Axel Honneth builds upon the politics of recognition, emphasizing the role of
mutual recognition in social freedom and justice. The book traces the
development of recognition theory and its implications for social and
political struggles. Honneth’s perspective complements and deepens the
understanding of Taylor’s ideas on recognition.

4. Charles Taylor and the Politics of Recognition: The Path to a New
Multiculturalism by Bhikhu Parekh
Bhikhu Parekh analyzes Taylor’s contributions to multiculturalism and the
politics of recognition, offering a critical appraisal of his approach. The
book discusses how recognition can be a tool for fostering social harmony
while acknowledging the challenges it presents. Parekh also explores policy
implications for managing diversity in democratic societies.

5. Recognition or Disagreement? A Critical Introduction to the Politics of
Recognition by Amy Allen



Amy Allen provides an accessible introduction to the politics of recognition,
assessing its strengths and weaknesses as articulated by Charles Taylor. She
considers the potential risks of recognition politics, such as reinforcing
group boundaries and exclusion. The book encourages a nuanced understanding
of recognition’s role in democratic politics.

6. Politics of Recognition and the Struggle for Indigenous Rights by Glen
Sean Coulthard
This book critiques the politics of recognition from an Indigenous
perspective, engaging deeply with Taylor’s framework. Coulthard argues that
recognition can sometimes perpetuate colonial relations rather than resolve
them. The work calls for a more transformative approach to Indigenous
sovereignty and self-determination.

7. The Politics of Recognition in Contemporary Democracies by Will Kymlicka
Will Kymlicka expands on Taylor’s ideas by exploring how liberal democracies
can accommodate cultural diversity through recognition. The book discusses
various models of multicultural citizenship and the challenges of balancing
group rights with individual freedoms. Kymlicka’s analysis is influential in
debates on minority rights and integration.

8. Recognition, Identity, and Politics: Charles Taylor and the Narrative Turn
by Mark Bevir
Mark Bevir examines how Charles Taylor’s politics of recognition intersects
with narrative theory and identity formation. The book highlights the
importance of storytelling and collective memory in shaping political
identities. Bevir’s work offers a philosophical perspective on the role of
recognition in contemporary political life.

9. Beyond Recognition: Social Justice and the Politics of Difference by Iris
Marion Young
Iris Marion Young critiques the politics of recognition for its limited focus
on cultural identity and argues for a broader conception of social justice.
Drawing on Charles Taylor’s work, Young emphasizes the importance of
addressing structural inequalities and social group differences
simultaneously. Her book is a key contribution to debates on justice and
difference in political theory.
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  politics of recognition charles taylor: New Contexts of Canadian Criticism Ajay Heble, Donna
Palmateer Pennee, J.R. Struthers, 1997-04-18 Times change, lives change, and the terms we need to
describe our literature or society or condition—what Raymond Williams calls “keywords”—change
with them. Perhaps the most significant development in the quarter-century since Eli Mandel edited
his anthology Contexts of Canadian Criticism has been the growing recognition that not only do
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discussing these and other issues can lead to conflict, but also hold the promise of a new sort of
community. Speaking of First Nations people and their literature, Beth Brant observes that “Our
connections … are like the threads of a weaving. … While the colour and beauty of each thread is
unique and important, together they make a communal material of strength and durability.” New
Contexts of Canadian Criticism is designed to be read, to work, in much the same manner.
  politics of recognition charles taylor: Multiculturalism Charles Taylor, 1994-08-22 A new
edition of the highly acclaimed book Multiculturalism and The Politics of Recognition, this paperback
brings together an even wider range of leading philosophers and social scientists to probe the
political controversy surrounding multiculturalism. Charles Taylor's initial inquiry, which considers
whether the institutions of liberal democratic government make room--or should make room--for
recognizing the worth of distinctive cultural traditions, remains the centerpiece of this discussion. It
is now joined by Jürgen Habermas's extensive essay on the issues of recognition and the democratic
constitutional state and by K. Anthony Appiah's commentary on the tensions between personal and
collective identities, such as those shaped by religion, gender, ethnicity, race, and sexuality, and on
the dangerous tendency of multicultural politics to gloss over such tensions. These contributions are
joined by those of other well-known thinkers, who further relate the demand for recognition to
issues of multicultural education, feminism, and cultural separatism. Praise for the previous edition:
  politics of recognition charles taylor: Toni Morrison and the Limits of a Politics of
Recognition William Jefferson, 2014-05-25 Is Toni Morrison's writing as politically progressive as is
widely assumed? In this eye-opening study, critic William Jefferson argues that it is not. Analyzing
Morrison's major texts from the 1970s, '80s, and '90s, Jefferson argues that Morrison's writing has
advanced problematic conceptions of racial essentialism, sexuality, and agency that would not be
identified as in any way progressive if issued from the pen of a white writer. More than merely
showing readers underappreciated aspects of African-American history, Morrison's fiction has
actively intervened in the politics of her era--and in ways politically reactionary and disturbing.
Stepping back from Morrison's fiction, Jefferson asks why scholars have not recognized these
political aspects of Morrison's writing. What he finds is a purportedly left-wing academy focused
predominantly on recognizing the indisputably black aspects of Morrison's work. This politics of
recognition, unfortunately, also naturalizes Morrison's representations in the same manner liberal
humanist criticism naturalized the representations of the pre-1970 literary canon.
  politics of recognition charles taylor: Multiculturalism and the Politics of Recognition
Charles Taylor, 1992 Essay om minoritetsgruppers anerkendelse i samfundet ud fra to forskellige
modeller
  politics of recognition charles taylor: Charles Taylor Ruth Abbey, 2014-12-23 Charles
Taylor is one of the most influential and prolific philosophers in the English-speaking world today.
The breadth of his writings is unique, ranging from reflections on artificial intelligence to analyses of
contemporary multicultural societies. This thought-provoking introduction to Taylor's work outlines
his ideas in a coherent and accessible way without reducing their richness and depth. His
contribution to many of the enduring debates within Western philosophy is examined and the
arguments of his critics assessed. Taylor's reflections on the topics of moral theory, selfhood,
political theory and epistemology form the core chapters within the book. Ruth Abbey engages with
the secondary literature on Taylor's work and suggests that some criticisms by contemporaries have
been based on misinterpretations and suggests ways in which a better understanding of Taylor's
work leads to different criticisms of it. The book serves as an ideal companion to Taylor's ideas for
students of philosophy and political theory, and will be welcomed by the non-specialist looking for an
authoritative guide to Taylor's large and challenging body of work.
  politics of recognition charles taylor: Contemporary Political Theory Colin Farrelly, 2004
Contemporary Political Theory: A Reader provides an accessible introduction to the key works of
major contemporary political theorists. Key theorists and writers include John Rawls, Robert Nozick,
Michael Walzer, Michael Sandel, Susan Okin, Will Kymlicka, Iris Marion Young, Charles Taylor,
Nancy Fraser and John Dryzek.



  politics of recognition charles taylor: American Social and Political Thought Andreas
Hess, 2003-04 This concise, comprehensive primer on modern American social and political thought
is the ideal introduction to the rich intellectual tradition of the United Sates. Andreas Hess helps the
reader to understand of American culture and politics through careful exploration of key and
theorists. In the first half of the book he focuses on the core traditions of American social and
political thought American exceptionalism, Calvinist Protestantism, republicanism, liberalism and
20th century pragmatism. The second half of the book applies these traditions to a broad range of
20th century conditions and issues power and democracy, justice and injustice, multiculturalism and
pluralism, civil society, social theory and the role of the intellectual. The works of some of the most
influential figures in the field, such as De Tocqueville, Lipset, Arendt, Hartz, Pocock, Dewey, Moore,
Rawls, Walzer, Rorty and Alexander, are drawn upon to illustrate the theories and issues being
discussed. Accessibly written and jargon free, this treatment will be useful for students and scholars
alike.
  politics of recognition charles taylor: Charles Taylor’s Vision of Modernity Christopher
Garbowski, Jan Hudzik, Jan Kłos, 2009-05-27 Charles Taylor is currently one the most renowned and
influential contemporary philosophers. He is also widely quoted and discussed both in the social
sciences and humanities. Taylor earns this attention through his remarkable capacity for presenting
his conceptions in the broadest possible intellectual and cultural context. His philosophical intuition
is fundamentally antinaturalistic, and tends toward developing broad syntheses without a trace of
systematizing thinking, or any anarchic postmodernist methodology. His thought unites the past
with the present, while culture is treated as a broad mosaic of discourses. Religion, art, science,
philosophy, politics and ethics are all fields through which the Canadian philosopher deftly moves
about in his search for their hidden structures and deepest sense. Taylor’s philosophical output is
prodigious. Recently, as his monumental study A Secular Age (2007) indicates, he has been
concentrating much of his attention on the problem of secularization.. The selection of contributions
in the current volume proffer a penetrating cross section of Taylor’s thought. They are derived from
a conference held in October 2008 in Lublin, Poland Although some of the articles are focused on a
reconstruction of the philosopher’s concepts, most either engage in a polemic with elements of his
thought or find inspiration in it for their own reflections. The contributions are grouped in four
parts: 1) philosophy and the modern self; 2) the problem of secularization; 3) between liberalism and
communitarianism; and 4) language, literature, and culture.
  politics of recognition charles taylor: Charles Taylor and the Imperative of the Politics
of Recognition Uchenna Osigwe, 2012-03 Essay from the year 2005 in the subject Politics -
Political Theory and the History of Ideas Journal, grade: A, Universite Laval, course:
Multiculturalism and Politics, language: English, comment: Highly rated and recommended for
publication., abstract: This essay approaches the topic of multiculturalism and recognition, based on
the ideas of Aristotle, Herder, Hegel, Charles Taylor, Habermas, Kwame Anthony Appiah, and
others. I argue that recognition is a vital human need, that all evolved cultures deserve respect and
criticism in equal measures. I distinguish cultures from cult movements. I take a critical look at the
rational universalism advocated by Habermas. Is it possible that it's a 'particularism' masquerading
as a universalism?
  politics of recognition charles taylor: Identity, Narrative and Politics Maureen
Whitebrook, 2014-04-04 Identity, Narrative and Politics argues that political theory has barely begun
to develop a notion of narrative identity; instead the book explores the sophisticated ideas which
emerge from novels as alternative expressions of political understanding. This title uses a broad
international selection of Twentieth Century English language works, by writers such as Nadine
Gordimer and Thomas Pynchon. The book considers each novel as a source of political ideas in terms
of content, structure, form and technique. The book assumes no prior knowledge of the literature
discussed, and will be fascinating reading for students of literature, politics and cultural studies.
  politics of recognition charles taylor: The Politics of Working Life and Meaningful
Waged Work Knut Laaser, Jan Ch. Karlsson, 2023-11-16 Can waged work under capitalism be



meaningful? How does this meaningfulness express itself in the politics of working life? More
fundamentally, how should work be socially and economically valued, rewarded, organised and
regulated to become more meaningful? Knut Laaser and Jan Ch. Karlsson address these questions
and provide a novel theory of meaningful work that is deeply ingrained in Critical Social Science
approaches. The authors conceptualise meaningful work as a continuum between
meaningful–meaningless work that rests on objective and subjective dimensions of autonomy, dignity
and recognition, all pushed and pulled by the multi-layered control and power dynamics of waged
work. They challenge the tendency to promote unpolitical concepts in the scholarship of meaningful
work. The explanatory power of the meaningful work framework is illustrated by the analysis of
empirical case studies on Norwegian industry operators, British bank employees, Indian security
guards, German university academics and Swedish cabin crew members.
  politics of recognition charles taylor: Charles Taylor’s Ecological Conversations Glen
Lehman, 2015-07-30 The author uses the work of the eminent Canadian philosopher, Charles Taylor,
to develop a critique of those political perspectives that are based on instrumental ways to reason
about the world, claiming that such perspectives invariably sever the connections between the social
and natural worlds.
  politics of recognition charles taylor: Buddhism in Canada Bruce Matthews, 2006-04-18
This insightful study analyzes the phenomenon of Buddhism in Canada from a regional perspective,
providing an important examination of the place of Buddhism in a developed western country
associated with a traditional Judeo-Christian culture, but undergoing profound sociological
transformation due to large-scale immigration and religio-cultural pluralism.
  politics of recognition charles taylor: Public Theology and the Challenge of Feminism
Stephen Burns, Anita Monro, 2015-05-01 Public Theology is a rapidly growing international field of
study which focuses on how Christian belief and practice engage with wider social issues. Yet, whilst
the ultimate concern of public theology is the well-being of society, this body of theology has largely
developed without integrating the thinking of feminist theology and its insights into womens' lives
and experience. Public Theology and the Challenge of Feminism argues that public theology risks
re-inscribing traditional constructs of public and private, civic and domestic, and uncritical notions
of gender and the work and worth of people. The book brings together both theory and case material
to expose how public theology has actively downplayed or ignored feminist perspectives and to
reveal how constructive feminism can be for the future of public theology.
  politics of recognition charles taylor: Reasoning With Who We Are Mark Redhead,
2014-04-04 Public reasoning, a manner of democratic deliberation that can generate meaningful
conceptions of justice, the collective good, and other unifying political values among individuals
subscribing to varied and contrasting doctrines, has been a perennial concern among political
philosophers from historical thinkers such as Immanuel Kant to contemporary theorists like John
Rawls and Jurgen Habermas. In this ambitious study, Mark Redhead explores versions of public
reasoning in the works of six of the most important voices in contemporary political theory; Alasdair
MacIntyre, Charles Taylor, Hannah Arendt, Seyla Benhabib, Michel Foucault, and William E.
Connolly. He identifies an important but as of yet unappreciated version of public reasoning--, one
that provides creative and effective responses to questions at the forefront of liberal democratic
political thought: human rights, secularity, and global governance.
  politics of recognition charles taylor: Charles Taylor Mark Redhead, 2002-03-04 An
examination and critique of the theoretical and political efforts of Taylor to promote deep diversity
as an antidote to the process of political fragmentation in general and, specifically, in his home of
Quebec. Redhead (political theory, Oregon State U.) argues that Taylor's opposition to Quebecois
separatists is equally rooted in a political theory of communitarian liberalism, his political activities
within the New Democratic Party of Canada and Quebec, his understanding of his Catholic faith, and
his experiences growing up in an Anglo-French household. Redhead argues that Taylor's philosophy
ultimately fails to address questions of nationalist projects that simplify identity or questions of
openness to different moral ontologies.



  politics of recognition charles taylor: Toni Morrison's Black Liberal Humanism (and other
excerpts) William A. Jefferson, Jefferson questions whether Morrison is as politically progressive as
has been widely assumed and probes why politically-minded literary critics have not noted the
reactionary elements in her work. He sees scholars as following Morrison's own theory of her
work--that is, that it must be analyzed according to African American structures and linguistic forms
to uncover Afro-American values. This approach, he argues, simply rehabilitates the tenets of
pre-1970s liberal humanism: that Morrison's text is a transparent window into these apparently
timeless and universal black values. Contains the introduction and first essay of the book Toni
Morrison and the Limits of a Politics of Recognition. Also includes excerpts from the remainder of
the book. FREE!
  politics of recognition charles taylor: Look, a Negro! Robert Gooding-Williams, 2013-11-26
In Look, a Negro!, political theorist Robert Gooding-Williams imaginatively and impressively unpacks
fundamental questions around race and racism. Inspired by Frantz Fanon's famous description of
the profound effect of being singled out by a white child with the words Look, a Negro!, his book is
an insightful, rich and unusually wide-ranging work of social criticism. These essays engage themes
that have dominated debates on race and racial identity in recent years: the workings of racial
ideology (including the interplay of gender and sexuality in the articulation of racial ideology), the
viability of social constructionist theories of race, the significance of Afrocentrism and
multiculturalism for democracy, the place of black identity in the imagination and articulation of
America's inheritance of philosophy, and the conceptualization of African-American politics in
post-segregation America. Look, a Negro! will be of interest to philosophers, political theorists,
critical race theorists, students of cultural studies and film, and readers concerned with the
continuing importance of race-consciousness to democratic culture in the United States.
  politics of recognition charles taylor: The Soul of Justice Cynthia Willett, 2018-05-31
Cynthia Willett brings together diverse insights from social psychology, classical and contemporary
literature, and legal and justice theory to redefine the basis of the moral and legal person.Feminists,
communitarians, and postmodern thinkers have made clear that classical liberalism, with its
emphasis on individual autonomy and excessive rationalism, is severely limited. Although she is
sympathetic with the liberal view, Willett finds it necessary to go further. For her, attention to the
social dimensions of the family and civil society is critical if issues of race, gender, class, and
sexuality are to be taken seriously. Interdependency, not autonomy, is of increasing significance in
an era of globalization.Willett proposes an alternate normative theory that recognizes the impact of
social forces on individual well-being. Citizenship in a democracy should not be defined solely on the
basis of rights to autonomy, such as bare rights to property or free speech, she explains. Rather,
citizenship should be defined first of all in terms of the rights, responsibilities, and capacities of the
social person.It is within the African American tradition of political thought that Willett finds a more
useful definition of human identity and political freedom. The African American experience offers a
compelling vision of social change and a deeper understanding of what it means to be a social
person. By focusing on everyday battles against racism, Willett contends, we can gain valuable
insight into the meaning of justice.
  politics of recognition charles taylor: The Politics of Misrecognition MAJID. YAR,
2019-05-31 The past several decades have seen the emergence of a vigorous ongoing debate about
the 'politics of recognition'. The initial impetus was provided by the reflections of Charles Taylor and
others about the rights to cultural recognition of historically marginalized groups in Western
societies. Since then, the parameters of the debate have considerably broadened. However, while
debates about the politics of recognition have yielded significant theoretical insights into
recognition, its logical and necessary counterpart, misrecognition, has been relatively neglected.
'The Politics of Misrecognition' is the most meticulous reflection to date on the importance of
misrecognition for the understandings of our political and personal experience. A team of leading
experts from a range of disciplines, including philosophy, political theory, sociology, psychoanalysis,
history, moral economy and criminology present different theoretical frameworks in which the



politics of misrecognition may be understood. They apply these frameworks to a wide variety of
contexts, including those of class identity, disability, slavery, criminal victimization and domestic
abuse. In this way, the book provides an essential resource for anyone interested in the dynamics of
misrecognition and their implications for the development of political and social theory.
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