politics makes strange bedfellows quote

politics makes strange bedfellows quote is a well-known expression that captures the unusual
alliances and partnerships formed in the realm of politics. This phrase highlights how political
interests often bring together individuals or groups with vastly different ideologies or backgrounds,
united by a common goal. Understanding the origins, meaning, and application of this quote provides
valuable insight into political dynamics, coalition-building, and diplomatic relationships. This article
will explore the historical background of the phrase, analyze its relevance in contemporary politics,
and examine notable examples illustrating how politics indeed makes strange bedfellows.
Additionally, it will discuss the implications of such alliances for governance and public perception,
providing a comprehensive overview of this enduring political observation.
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Origin and Historical Context of the Quote

The phrase "politics makes strange bedfellows" is derived from a longer line in William Shakespeare’s
play The Tempest, written in the early 17th century. The original line, spoken by the character
Trinculo, is: "Misery acquaints a man with strange bedfellows." Over time, this expression evolved to
reflect the idea that difficult or unexpected circumstances often force unlikely companions to share
close quarters or cooperate in unusual ways.

In political discourse, the phrase was adapted to highlight how political necessity or expediency can
unite disparate parties or individuals who would otherwise be adversaries. The quote encapsulates
the pragmatism in politics where ideological differences are sometimes set aside to achieve mutual
objectives, particularly in coalition governments or temporary alliances during elections or legislative
negotiations.

Meaning and Interpretation of the Quote

The "politics makes strange bedfellows quote" emphasizes the paradoxical nature of political
cooperation. It suggests that political actors, driven by strategic interests rather than personal affinity
or ideological alignment, often form alliances that might appear incongruous or surprising to
observers.



At its core, the quote reflects the pragmatic and sometimes cynical dimension of politics, where the
end goals—such as winning elections, passing legislation, or maintaining power—can override
differences in principles or values. This phenomenon reveals the complexity of political behavior and
the flexibility required to navigate the political landscape.

Semantic Variations and Synonyms

Similar expressions that convey related ideas include:

¢ "Politics makes for strange alliances."
e "Unlikely partners in politics."
e "Adversaries united by circumstance."

¢ "Coalitions of convenience."

These variations underscore the adaptability of political actors and the sometimes unexpected nature
of political partnerships.

Examples of Strange Bedfellows in Politics

Numerous historical and contemporary examples illustrate how politics makes strange bedfellows,
with alliances that defy ideological consistency yet serve strategic purposes.

Historical Alliances

One classic example is the alliance between the United States and the Soviet Union during World War
Il. Despite profound ideological differences and mutual distrust, these two powers joined forces to
defeat Nazi Germany. This coalition was a pragmatic response to a common enemy rather than an
expression of shared values.

Contemporary Political Coalitions

In modern democracies, coalition governments often bring together parties with opposing platforms
to form a majority. For instance, in parliamentary systems, it is not uncommon for left-wing and right-
wing parties to collaborate temporarily to ensure governmental stability. Such coalitions demonstrate
the concept expressed by the politics makes strange bedfellows quote in practice.

Unlikely Political Partnerships

Examples include:



e Cross-party support for specific legislation on issues like national security or infrastructure.
e Temporary alliances between political rivals during election run-offs or campaigns.

e International coalitions formed for global initiatives despite conflicting national interests.

Implications of Unlikely Political Alliances

The formation of strange political bedfellows can carry significant implications for policymaking,
governance, and public trust. While such alliances may enable progress on critical issues, they can
also create tensions and instability within the coalition.

These alliances often require compromise, leading to diluted policy positions or contentious
negotiations. Additionally, voters and constituents may view these partnerships with skepticism,
perceiving them as opportunistic or indicative of political inconsistency.

Challenges Faced by Strange Bedfellows

e Maintaining cohesion despite ideological differences.
e Balancing competing interests within the alliance.

e Managing public perception and maintaining legitimacy.

The Role of Coalition Politics

Coalition politics is a prominent context where the politics makes strange bedfellows quote becomes
particularly relevant. In multiparty systems, no single party often secures an outright majority,
necessitating alliances that cross traditional ideological boundaries.

Coalitions are formed based on shared short-term objectives rather than long-term ideological
compatibility, reflecting the pragmatic essence of the quote. The success of such coalitions depends
on negotiation skills, mutual concessions, and an ability to prioritize common goals.

Benefits and Drawbacks of Coalitions

» Benefits: Increased representation, broader consensus, policy innovation through diverse
inputs.

e Drawbacks: Instability, slow decision-making, policy compromises that may dissatisfy core
supporters.



Impact on Public Perception and Political Strategy

The politics makes strange bedfellows quote also reveals much about how political alliances are
viewed by the electorate and how politicians strategize their partnerships. Public skepticism can arise
when politicians ally with former opponents or groups with conflicting ideologies.

Strategically, politicians must balance the advantages of forming such alliances against potential
backlash. Transparency, communication, and framing these partnerships as necessary for the greater
good are common tactics to mitigate negative perceptions.

Strategies to Manage Strange Bedfellows

e Clear articulation of shared goals and benefits.
e Inclusive decision-making to ensure all partners feel valued.
¢ Consistent messaging to maintain public trust.

e Demonstrating results from cooperation to justify alliances.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the quote 'politics makes strange bedfellows'
mean?

The quote means that politics can lead to unlikely alliances or partnerships between people or groups
who normally would not associate with each other due to differing beliefs or interests.

Where does the phrase 'politics makes strange bedfellows'
originate from?

The phrase originates from William Shakespeare's play 'The Tempest,' where a similar line is spoken:
‘Misery acquaints a man with strange bedfellows.' It has since been adapted to describe unusual
political alliances.

How is the quote 'politics makes strange bedfellows' relevant
today?

The quote remains relevant as political situations often force individuals or parties to collaborate
despite significant ideological differences, especially in coalition governments or bipartisan efforts.



Can you give an example of 'politics makes strange
bedfellows' in recent history?

An example is when rival political parties or leaders form coalitions to achieve a common goal, such
as passing legislation or opposing a mutual adversary, despite their usual opposition.

Why do politicians form 'strange bedfellows' alliances?

Politicians form such alliances to gain power, pass legislation, or address urgent issues that require
collaboration beyond traditional party lines or personal beliefs.

Is the phrase 'politics makes strange bedfellows' always
negative?

Not necessarily; while it often highlights unexpected or uneasy partnerships, it can also reflect
pragmatic cooperation that benefits governance and problem-solving.

How can understanding the quote 'politics makes strange
bedfellows' help voters?

Understanding the quote helps voters recognize that political alliances may be strategic rather than
ideological, encouraging them to look beyond party lines and assess politicians’ actions and motives
critically.

Additional Resources

1. Strange Bedfellows: The Rise and Fall of Political Alliances

This book explores the unexpected partnerships formed across the political spectrum throughout
history. It delves into how ideological enemies have joined forces to achieve common goals,
highlighting both the successes and failures of these alliances. Readers gain insight into the
complexities and nuances of political collaboration.

2. Politics Makes Strange Bedfellows: The Art of Unlikely Alliances

An in-depth analysis of the saying "Politics makes strange bedfellows," this book examines famous
and obscure political partnerships that defied conventional wisdom. It investigates the motivations
behind these alliances and the impact they had on political landscapes worldwide. The narrative is
rich with case studies and expert commentary.

3. Enemies into Allies: The Dynamics of Political Coalitions

Focusing on the transformation from rivalry to cooperation, this book studies how political adversaries
come together to form coalitions. It discusses the strategic considerations, compromises, and risks
involved in such partnerships. Historical and contemporary examples provide a comprehensive
understanding of coalition politics.

4. The Paradox of Political Partnerships
This book uncovers the paradoxical nature of political friendships and enmities. It details how
politicians navigate conflicting interests to form alliances that seem improbable but are often



necessary. The author uses psychological and sociological perspectives to explain these phenomena.

5. Unlikely Allies: Stories of Political Collaboration Across Divides

A collection of narratives showcasing instances where political figures from opposing sides
collaborated to achieve significant outcomes. The book highlights the human stories behind these
alliances and the challenges they faced. It emphasizes the importance of dialogue and compromise in
politics.

6. From Foes to Friends: The History of Political Bedfellows

Tracing the history of political alliances from ancient times to the modern era, this book reveals
patterns and lessons from past partnerships. It examines how external threats, shared interests, and
pragmatic decisions have shaped political relationships. The author provides a chronological overview
enriched with historical anecdotes.

7. The Strange Bedfellows Strategy: Navigating Political Compromise

This practical guide offers strategies for politicians and activists to build effective alliances despite
ideological differences. It covers negotiation techniques, conflict resolution, and trust-building
processes. The book aims to equip readers with tools to foster cooperation in a polarized
environment.

8. Coalitions of Convenience: Political Bedfellows in the Modern Era

Analyzing recent political events, this book discusses how short-term alliances are formed for mutual
benefit, often without shared values. It critically examines the sustainability and consequences of
such coalitions. The author provides insights into the balance between principle and pragmatism in
politics.

9. Crossing the Aisle: The Unseen Bonds of Political Collaboration

This book sheds light on the behind-the-scenes relationships that bridge political divides. It explores
how personal connections, shared goals, and situational factors lead to cooperation between
opponents. Through interviews and case studies, the book reveals the human element in political
partnerships.
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politics makes strange bedfellows quote: The Quote Verifier Ralph Keyes, 2007-04-01 Our
language is full of hundreds of quotations that are often cited but seldom confirmed. Ralph Keyes's
The Quote Verifier considers not only classic misquotes such as Nice guys finish last, and Play it
again, Sam, but more surprising ones such as Ain't I a woman? and Golf is a good walk spoiled, as
well as the origins of popular sayings such as The opera ain't over till the fat lady sings, No one
washes a rented car, and Make my day. Keyes's in-depth research routinely confounds widespread
assumptions about who said what, where, and when. Organized in easy-to-access dictionary form,
The Quote Verifier also contains special sections highlighting commonly misquoted people and
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genres, such as Yogi Berra and Oscar Wilde, famous last words, and misremembered movie lines. An
invaluable resource for not just those with a professional need to quote accurately, but anyone at all
who is interested in the roots of words and phrases, The Quote Verifier is not only a fascinating
piece of literary sleuthing, but also a great read.

politics makes strange bedfellows quote: Kill the Indian Johnny D. Boggs, 2017-05-16
“Boggs is among the best Western writers at work today. He writes with depth, flavor, and color.”
—Booklist Young Comanches Daniel Killstraight and Charles Flint have been called to Texas. Captain
Pratt will be giving a talk on the transformations brought about by the Carlisle Industrial School, of
which Killstraight and Flint are shining examples. They’ll be joining a Comanche delegation led by
Quanah Parker, who will be negotiating grasslands leases—until blown-out gas lamps in Quanah
Parker’s room kill a Comanche chief and put Parker in a coma. But the question of who tried to
murder Quanah Parker is not an easy one. He had many enemies among both native and white men.
Daniel attempts to unravel the mystery while fulfilling his original purpose in Texas—to support
Captain Pratt’s talk. But he doesn’t know who to trust, especially as the list of suspects begins to
dwindle. Will Killstraight figure out who is after Quanah Parker? Can the land disputes of the People
be resolved? And will justice be served by the anti-Indian townspeople? Find out in Johnny D.
Boggs’s novel Kill the Indian.

politics makes strange bedfellows quote: Her Impossible Beginnings Raymond Van Zleer,
2008-04-28 HER IMPOSSIBLE BEGINNINGS THE WOLFPIRE SAGA VOLUME I Books 1 & 2 Yin :
Impossible Beginnings It began as a secret attempt to transform the world. To hasten the coming of
the antichrist, a fearsome new creature of darkness must be created: A wolfpire, who can roam the
world unleashing terror and havoc so great that Hell will finally reign supreme on Earth. Trapped in
this sinister web of intrigue, treachery, and deceit, is Heather Rogers. The ten year old girl secretly
selected to fulfill evils most vile schemes. However the forces of good also have deeply laid plans for
Heather Rogers. Plans that include a Tai Chi grand master, an aged village priest, and the CIA. All of
them are unwitting players in the opening moves of the secret battle for ultimate supremacy
between good and evil. Yang : Her Long Journeys Home Ten year old Heather Rogers is keenly
aware of the dangers confronting her. Some dire. Some potentially deadly. From: The man who is
now hunting her. To: The reaction if her wolfpire secret is ever discovered. To: One of the most
unique espionage endeavors ever attempted. A secret plot involving a dying Russian girl, a medical
doctor, and a select few within the CIA and beyond not all of whom are in the know. A secret plan
that will set the stage for the clash between free will and destiny. The future battle that will one day
determine the fate of all mankind.

politics makes strange bedfellows quote: Emergence from Illusion Ricardo Johansson,
2010-03-04 Ricardo Johansson's Travels of a lifetime that led to the final discovery: the definition of
what Republican in Form really means in the American framework instruments of government. This
most obvious term has been hidden in plain sight for generations - never to be taught in any schools,
colleges or universities. This revelation has proven that the American people have been living under
an illusion of freedom and liberty since at least 1847. This book has the potential to change the
world as we currently know it - allowing Americans, and everyone else in the world, to finally
recognize the gift the early American Founders presented to the world as the Great American
Republican Experiment. It's time for freedom and liberty to fill the entire surface of the globe once
and for all - with the help of the most up-to-date technology on the internet.

politics makes strange bedfellows quote: Capitalism and Commerce in Imaginative
Literature Edward W. Younkins, 2016-03-07 Fiction can be a powerful force to educate students
and employees in ways that lectures, textbooks, articles, case studies, and other traditional teaching
approaches cannot. This anthology includes articles from a number of individuals from a range of
different disciplines and perspectives. All of the contributors to Capitalism and Commerce in
Imaginative Literature are committed to treating literary texts with integrity and believe that
business should have a larger claim upon people’s literary consciousness. In addition, they all value
the important role of literature in dealing with the complexities of a capitalist culture. This collection



of essays provides a means to appreciate the richness and variety of fictional portrayals of
businesses and businesspersons. The works selected for examination reflect the variety of
philosophical, political, economic, cultural, social, and ethical perspectives that have been found
over time in American society. The novels and plays analyzed include high literature, mid-range
literature, popular literature, ancient epics, grand narratives, hero tales, masterpieces, ideological
texts, science fiction, and more. There are a great many works of literature waiting to be read and
studied by business and economically-minded individuals from many different viewpoints and fields
of study. This volume provides a space to explore a wide range of fictional works and opinions about
them.

politics makes strange bedfellows quote: Star Trek Classics: The Mirror Universe Saga Mike
W. Barr, 2022-03-16 Picking up where STAR TREK III: THE SEARCH FOR SPOCK left off, Admiral
Kirk and the crew of the U.S.S. Enterprise face off with evil versions of themselves in the fan-favorite
Mirror Universe! Admiral Kirk and his crew must battle against a very familiar foe, as forces from
the Empire have crossed an interdimensional breach to wreak havoc in Federation space. Deception
and desperation unfold as the Empire tries to conquer another universe, and it will take all the
experience of Kirk, Spock, and the crew of the Enterprise to fend off the coming invasion and save
the Federation! Originally published by DC Comics in STAR TREK issues #9-15 from December
1984 to June 1985, this collection presents the fan-favorite Mirror Universe story for the first time in
almost 30 years!

politics makes strange bedfellows quote: Legislative Oversight of Public Works
Programs in Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands United States. Congress. Senate. Committee
on Interior and Insular Affairs, 1975

politics makes strange bedfellows quote: Parliamentary Debates Australia. Parliament,
1902

politics makes strange bedfellows quote: Public Policy and Program Evaluation Evert
Vedung, 2017-07-12 Evaluation is a controversial and little-understood strategy of public
governance, control, and decision making. As early as classical antiquity, scholars were summoned
to court to counsel kings. Public policy and program evaluation is a recent addition to the great
chain of attempts to use the brainpower of scholars and scientists to further the interests of the
state. Evaluation scholars are asked to provide retrospective assessments of the implementation,
output, and outcome of government measures in order to effect deeper understanding and
well-grounded decisions on the part of those in charge of government operations. Evaluation is the
process of distinguishing the worthwhile from the worthless, the precious from the useless;
evaluation implies looking backward in order to be able to steer forward better. Written from a
political science perspective, Public Policy and Program Evaluation provides an overview of the
possibilities and limits of public sector evaluation. Evert Vedung examines evaluation as a
mechanism for monitoring, systematizing, and grading government activities and their results so
that public officials, in their future-oriented work, will be able to act as responsibly, creatively, and
efficiently as possible. Topics discussed include: Evaluation, Rationality, and Theories of Public
Management; Models of Evaluation; Internal or External Evaluation; Impact Assessment as Tryout
and Social Experimentation; Process Evaluation and Implementation Theory; The Eight-Problems
Approach to Evaluation; and Uses and Users of Evaluation. All evaluation rests upon the idea that
perceptions, opinions, intentions, judgments—in short, everything concerned with the world of
human consciousness—play such interesting roles in political and administrative action that their
functions are worth investigating. Through experience, humans may learn from past actions. The
interventions of the modern state are so extensive, their execu

politics makes strange bedfellows quote: Politics Makes Strange Bedfellows. -Charles Dudley
Warner politics Quotes Lovers, 2020-01-19 JUST FOR YOU ! A Simple Lined NoteBook, But the
quote is Legendary Your GORGEOUS notebook by Note Lovers is here! Great with neon, metallic,
glitter, pastel, fluorescent, or other gel pens! It's time to up-level make your note taking stand out
from the crowd. Featuring lightly lined college ruled pages on rich black cover, this notebook is



versatile and unique. A perfect gift to the person who wants to stand out from the crowd. Makes a
great notebook for gratitude journaling, list making, taking notes, or jotting things down. Black is
the new black. FEATURES: premium matte cover printed on high quality interior stock convenient 6
x 9 size 120 lightly lined pages perfect with gel pens designed by a mother of 4 in the U.S.A. Visit
our brand name at the top for a wide variety of black covers products.

politics makes strange bedfellows quote: The Classical World , 1928

politics makes strange bedfellows quote: Battle John A Lynn, 2009-04-24 Battle: A History
of Combat and Culture spans the globe and the centuries to explore the way ideas shape the conduct
of warfare. Drawing its examples from Europe, the Middle East, South Asia, East Asia, and America,
John A. Lynn challenges the belief that technology has been the dominant influence on combat from
ancient times to the present day. In battle, ideas can be more far more important than bullets or
bombs. Clausewitz proclaimed that war is politics, but even more basically, war is culture. The hard
reality of armed conflict is formed by -- and, in turn, forms -- a culture's values, assumptions, and
expectations about fighting. The author examines the relationship between the real and the ideal,
arguing that feedback between the two follows certain discernable paths. Battle rejects the currently
fashionable notion of a Western way of warfare and replaces it with more nuanced concepts of
varied and evolving cultural patterns of combat. After considering history, Lynn finally asks how the
knowledge gained might illuminate our understanding of the war on terrorism.

politics makes strange bedfellows quote: Science News-letter , 1964

politics makes strange bedfellows quote: To The Stars George Takei, 2015-03-10 Best
known as Mr. Sulu, helmsman of the Starship Enterprise™ and captain of the Starship Excelsior,
George Takei is beloved by millions as part of the command team that has taken audiences to new
vistas of adventure in Star Trek® —the unprecedented television and feature film phenomenon.
From the program’s birth in the changing world of the 1960s and death at the hands of the network
to its rebirth in the hearts and minds of loyal fans, the Star Trek story has blazed its own path into
our recent cultural history, leading to a series of blockbuster feature films and three new versions of
Star Trek for television. The Star Trek story is one of boundless hope and crushing disappointment,
wrenching rivalries and incredible achievements. It is also the story of how, after nearly thirty years,
the cast of characters from a unique but poorly rated television show have come to be known to
millions of Americans and people around the world as family. For George Takei, the Star Trek
adventure is intertwined with his personal odyssey through adversity in which four-year-old George
and his family were forced by the United States government into internment camps during World
War II. Star Trek means much more to George Takei than an extraordinary career that has spanned
thirty years. For an American whose ideals faced such a severe test, Star Trek represents a shining
embodiment of the American Dream—the promise of an optimistic future in which people from all
over the world contribute to a common destiny.

politics makes strange bedfellows quote: 20,000 Quips & Quotes Evan Esar, 1995

politics makes strange bedfellows quote: The Radical Right and the Murder of John F.
Kennedy Harrison E. Livingstone, 2004 The Radical Right and the Murder of John F. Kennedy:
Stunning Evidence in the Assassination of the President Harrison E. Livingstone's major new book,
the fifth of his works on the death of JFK, brings together for the first time all of the central evidence
demonstrating a domestic Right Wing conspiracy rooted in Texas which assassinated the President
on November 22, 1963. The book represents forty years of work. The book discusses in great detail
the actual medical evidence and the forgery of the autopsy photographs and X-rays, which Mr.
Livingstone first exposed, the alteration of the autopsy report, the framing of the designated patsy,
Lee Harvey Oswald, and the substitution and fabrication of every single piece of evidence. It
discusses the role played in the murder by some of the most powerful men in the country: Lyndon
Johnson, J. Edgar Hoover, and Richard Nixon, as well as the rich oil men and companies who backed
them. It then describes the cover-ups by the media, the major investigations over the years, the FBI,
and the mind-control cooperation at work in the case to misdirect researchers and the public. The
book describes in great detail the people and companies in Texas who planned and carried out the



assassination. It names names. One recent investigation in the 90s followed Mr. Livingstone's
preceeding work and reinvestigated with the witnesses both he and the official investigations had
talked to, but this time took into consideration their documentation and what they had actually said,
and in a chapter this is his stunning new evidence from the U.S. government under President Clinton
that is blowing the lid off the case. Mr. Livingstone first revealed to the Washington press corps in
1998 that there has been such a secret investigation, and spoke for fifty minutes when the
Assassination Records Review Board gave their final press conference. As a result, Mr. Livingstone
was on all major TV networks and on the Today show (NBC) with Katie Couric the next morning. The
book also contains the story of Dallas doctor Charles Crenshaw's law suit and the depositions of the
editor and writer of the Journal of American Medical Association who libeled him in articles in 1992.
Dr. Crenshaw's book about trying to save Kennedy at Parkland Hospital shortly after the shooting
came out on the same day as Mr. Livingstone's major work on the medical evidence, High Treason 2,
were JAMA's targets, and the depositions contain much discussion of Mr. Livingstone's major impact
on the JFK case. This new book is to be followed closely by a sixth book entirely about the Zapruder
film, called The Hoax of the Century: Decoding the Forgery of the Zapruder Film.

politics makes strange bedfellows quote: YORI PABED Dr. Debapi Roy, 2021-07-19 A life
cannot be encapsulated in a few thousand words. The extent of transformation both physically and
mentally is massive and totally unforeseeable. It is a journey which is on track for six decades now ,
accepting and rejecting individuals, beliefs and dimensions. The story of a firebrand leftist turning
into a critical nationalist ... a juvenile poet into a part time writer...a surgeon and an entrepreneur
with a tryst of life time romanticism ...and the chronicle of all who came into his life...some left,
some were lost, few remain ,some others are still to join the saga of Yori Pabed, my partner in the
subconscious!

politics makes strange bedfellows quote: Shakespeare's The Tempest William
Shakespeare, 2013 'The Tempest', a short and juicy play, encapsulates many of the dramatic
elements that delight admirers of the Shakespearean oeuvre: betrayal, good spirits, evil relations,
loyal friends, dramatic plot twists, terrible weather and, of course, love. The play is entertaining and
introduces timeless themes such as redemption, the nature of the soul, magic and the supernatural,
and art's imitation of life (and vice versa). The story itself shows us the essence of the traditional
Italian commedia dell'arte.Yet Shakespeare perplexes many modern readers. Students in English
classes across the country are asked to read literature which is, in essence, written in a foreign
language. This modern English translation is not only accurate but is also fluid and natural, allowing
it to easily be read on its own or performed on stage.The original five-act structure has been
preserved, with a one-to-one correspondence between each original line and each translated line. As
opposed to word-by-word translations or annotated versions of the original script, the present book
provides a natural language translation.

politics makes strange bedfellows quote: Love All the People (New Edition) Bill Hicks,
2009-06-01 Bill Hicks was arguably the most influential stand-up comedian of the last 30 years. He
was funny, out of hand, impossible to ignore and genuinely disturbing. His work has inspired
Michael Moore, Mark Thomas and Robert Newman among others. The trade paperback published in
February 2003 was the first collected work and included major stand-up routines, diary, notebook
and letters extracts, plus his final writings, most previously unpublished. This smaller format
paperback has extra material discovered subsequently.

politics makes strange bedfellows quote: The Big Nowhere James Ellroy, 2025-08-12 The
second novel in The L.A. Quartet. Murder, mayhem and dirty cops on the make against the backdrop
of anti-communist hysteria in L.A. in 1950. It’s Los Angeles in the new year of 1950. The Communist
Scare is heating up. Gangsters vie for control of the town. The Hollywood studios are feuding with
the unions. Then a dead body with its eyes gouged out turns up. The investigating officer, Sheriff’s
deputy Danny Upshaw, is obsessed with the murder case that no one else cares about. LAPD
Lieutenant Mal Considine jumps onto the Red Scare bandwagon to advance his career and gain
custody of his adopted son. And Buzz Meeks is in it all for the money. The three cops get caught in



the city’s web of ambition, perversion, and deceit. All three have purchased tickets to a nightmare.
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