
pool in sign language

pool in sign language is a concept that combines the visual-spatial language
of sign communication with the specific vocabulary related to swimming pools
and aquatic environments. Understanding how to express the term "pool" in
American Sign Language (ASL) or other sign languages is essential for
effective communication within the Deaf and hard-of-hearing communities,
particularly in contexts involving recreation, safety, or education. This
article provides an in-depth exploration of the term "pool" in sign language,
including its proper signs, variations across different sign languages, and
tips for learning and using these signs accurately. Additionally, it covers
related vocabulary and cultural considerations to enhance comprehension and
usage. Whether for interpreters, educators, or anyone interested in sign
language, this guide offers comprehensive insights into the topic. The
following sections will detail the sign for "pool," its linguistic nuances,
and practical applications in conversation.

Understanding the Sign for Pool in American Sign Language

Variations in Pool Signs Across Different Sign Languages

Related Vocabulary and Phrases in Sign Language

Learning and Practicing Pool-Related Signs Effectively

Cultural and Contextual Considerations When Using Pool Signs

Understanding the Sign for Pool in American
Sign Language

In American Sign Language (ASL), the sign for "pool" is a visual gesture that
conveys the idea of a swimming pool through hand movements and spatial
positioning. This sign is widely recognized within the Deaf community and
used in various contexts related to swimming, recreation, and aquatic
activities. The basic sign involves mimicking the shape of a pool or the
action of swimming, depending on regional and individual variations.

Basic Sign Description

The common ASL sign for "pool" typically involves holding both hands flat and
parallel, palms facing down, and moving them in a gentle wavy motion to



represent water. Alternatively, some signers use a single hand to outline a
rectangular shape in front of the body to symbolize the pool's outline. This
visual representation helps the signer clearly communicate the concept to
others.

Contextual Use

When using the sign for pool in conversation, signers often accompany it with
facial expressions and body language to emphasize the setting or activity.
For example, when discussing going swimming or pool safety, the sign may be
combined with signs for "swim," "water," or "danger" to provide a fuller
understanding. Context is critical in sign language to convey precise meaning
effectively.

Variations in Pool Signs Across Different Sign
Languages

While American Sign Language has a widely accepted sign for "pool," other
sign languages around the world may use different signs to express the same
concept. Sign languages are unique linguistic systems with their own grammar,
vocabulary, and cultural nuances, so the sign for "pool" can vary
significantly.

British Sign Language (BSL)

In British Sign Language, the sign for "pool" often involves a gesture that
mimics swimming strokes or indicates a body of water. The movement and
handshape may differ from ASL, reflecting the distinctive structure of BSL.
Understanding these differences is essential for effective communication with
BSL users.

International Sign

International Sign (IS) is a simplified sign system used by Deaf people from
different countries to communicate internationally. The sign for "pool" in IS
usually incorporates iconic gestures that visually represent water or
swimming, making it easier for users from various backgrounds to understand.



Regional Variations

Within a single sign language, regional dialects can influence the sign for
"pool." For instance, different communities in the United States might use
slightly different handshapes or movements based on local conventions.
Recognizing these variations is important for interpreters and learners to
avoid misunderstandings.

Related Vocabulary and Phrases in Sign Language

Learning the sign for "pool" is often accompanied by related vocabulary that
enhances communication about aquatic activities, safety, and recreation.
Familiarity with these terms allows for more comprehensive discussions and
clearer expression in various settings.

Common Related Signs

Swim: Typically signed by moving both hands in a swimming motion.

Water: Signed by forming a "W" handshape and tapping the chin.

Beach: Often signed by mimicking waves or using a sign that represents
sand and water.

Shallow/Deep: Concepts important for pool safety, signed with hand
movements indicating depth levels.

Safety: Signs indicating caution or danger may be used in pool-related
conversations.

Phrase Examples

Combining the sign for pool with other vocabulary creates useful phrases such
as "go to the pool," "swim in the pool," or "pool is closed." These phrases
enable more detailed and effective communication, particularly in educational
or emergency contexts.



Learning and Practicing Pool-Related Signs
Effectively

Mastering the sign for "pool" and related vocabulary requires consistent
practice and exposure to native signers or qualified instructors. Several
strategies can facilitate effective learning and retention of pool-related
signs.

Visual Learning and Repetition

Watching videos or live demonstrations of pool signs helps learners
understand the correct handshapes, movements, and facial expressions.
Repeating these signs regularly reinforces muscle memory and fluency.

Use in Context

Practicing pool signs within conversational contexts or simulated scenarios
enhances comprehension and practical usage. Role-playing situations such as
asking for pool directions or discussing swimming lessons can help solidify
understanding.

Engaging with the Deaf Community

Interacting with Deaf individuals and participating in sign language groups
provides real-world experience and feedback. This engagement is invaluable
for refining skills and gaining cultural insight.

Cultural and Contextual Considerations When
Using Pool Signs

Using the sign for "pool" appropriately involves understanding cultural norms
and contextual factors within Deaf communities. Sign language is not only a
means of communication but also a reflection of cultural identity and social
interaction.

Respect for Regional and Individual Differences



Recognizing that signs may vary by region, age group, or personal preference
helps prevent miscommunication and shows respect for linguistic diversity.
When in doubt, it is advisable to ask for clarification or observe how native
signers use the term.

Awareness of Safety and Accessibility

In contexts involving pools, being aware of safety-related signs and
accessible communication methods is crucial. Clear signing about pool rules,
hazards, and emergency procedures contributes to safer environments for
everyone.

Incorporating Non-Manual Signals

Non-manual signals such as facial expressions, head movements, and body
posture play a significant role in adding meaning or emphasis to the sign for
pool. Effective communication incorporates these elements seamlessly.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do you sign 'pool' in American Sign Language
(ASL)?
To sign 'pool' in ASL, place your dominant hand in a flat 'B' handshape and
move it in a small circular motion as if mimicking the movement of water.

Is there a specific sign for 'swimming pool' in ASL?
Yes, you can sign 'swimming pool' by combining the signs for 'swim'
(mimicking a swimming motion with both hands) and 'pool' (circular motion
with a flat hand).

Can the sign for 'pool' be used for both a swimming
pool and a billiard pool table?
No, the sign for 'pool' referring to water is different from the sign used
for billiards; it's important to use context or clarify with additional
signs.

How do you differentiate between 'pool' the body of



water and 'pool' the game in sign language?
For the body of water, use the circular water motion with a flat hand. For
the game, mimic holding a cue stick and striking a ball.

Are there regional variations in signing 'pool' in
different sign languages?
Yes, different sign languages and regions may have unique signs for 'pool';
for example, British Sign Language (BSL) and ASL use different signs, so it's
important to learn the regional sign.

Additional Resources
1. “Signing the Game: A Guide to Pool Terminology in Sign Language”
This book provides a comprehensive glossary of pool-related terms translated
into American Sign Language (ASL). It is designed for both beginners and
advanced players who want to communicate effectively during games. Each term
is accompanied by clear illustrations and step-by-step instructions on the
corresponding signs. The book also includes tips on how to describe shots and
strategies using sign language.

2. “Pool and Billiards for the Deaf: A Visual Learning Approach”
Focusing on the deaf and hard-of-hearing community, this instructional guide
uses sign language to teach the fundamentals of pool and billiards. The
author uses a combination of diagrams and signed explanations to make
learning accessible and engaging. It covers basic rules, techniques, and
common fouls, promoting inclusive play in pool halls.

3. “Communicating Pool: Sign Language for Players and Coaches”
This book is tailored for pool coaches and players who want to improve
communication on and off the table using sign language. It includes practical
scenarios and dialogues, demonstrating how to discuss game tactics, call
fouls, and encourage teammates. The book also provides resources for learning
ASL specific to sports and recreation.

4. “The Silent Cue: Pool Strategies and Signs”
“The Silent Cue” combines strategic advice for pool enthusiasts with lessons
in sign language communication. The book emphasizes non-verbal cues and how
sign language can enhance teamwork and game understanding. It is ideal for
doubles players and teams with members who use sign language.

5. “ASL for Pool Players: Mastering the Language of the Game”
This instructional manual is a step-by-step guide to mastering the essential
signs used in pool. It features video links for each sign and interactive
exercises to reinforce learning. The book also includes anecdotes from deaf
professional players, making it an inspiring read.

6. “Billiards in Motion: Sign Language and Pool Techniques”



A dynamic approach to learning pool, this book integrates sign language with
physical techniques and drills. It offers detailed descriptions of strokes,
positioning, and shot selection, all explained through ASL. The book is
perfect for visual learners who benefit from a hands-on approach.

7. “Deaf Pool Culture: History, Language, and Community”
Exploring the intersection of deaf culture and pool, this book delves into
the history of sign language use among pool players. It highlights notable
deaf players, tournaments, and community events centered around billiards.
The book also discusses how sign language has shaped the social aspects of
the game.

8. “Pool Etiquette and Communication in ASL”
This guide covers the essential etiquette of playing pool while incorporating
sign language for effective communication. It addresses common scenarios such
as calling turns, signaling fouls, and congratulating opponents. The book
encourages respectful and inclusive play in diverse pool environments.

9. “Visual Shots: Learning Pool Through Sign Language”
“Visual Shots” is an innovative workbook designed to teach pool techniques
through signed instructions and visual aids. It includes practice drills,
shot analysis, and feedback exercises, all communicated via ASL. The book
aims to build confidence and skill in players who use sign language as their
primary mode of communication.
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Verbal Behavior (VB) approach is a form of Applied Behavior Analysis that is based on B.F. Skinner's
analysis of verbal behaviour. In this book Barbera draws on her experiences as a Board Certified
Behavior Analyst and also as a parent of a child with autism to explain VB and how to use it.
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such topics as the latest approaches in diagnostics and deafness research and the current status and
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newborn hearing screening. The challenges of hearing loss, an extremely heterogeneous
impairment, are addressed. Additional topics include current research interests, ranging from novel
gene identification to their functional validation in the mouse and zebrafish. The book ends with a
chapter on the state of the art of gene therapy—an area that is certain to gain increasing attention
as molecular mechanisms of deafness are better understood. Genetics of Deafness, written by
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leading authors in the field, is a must read for clinicians, researchers, and students. It provides much
needed insight into the diagnosis and research of hereditary hearing loss.
  pool in sign language: Let Your Signs Shine: The Art of Communication Through Hand
Gestures Pasquale De Marco, 2025-07-11 Let Your Signs Shine: The Art of Communication Through
Hand Gestures is an illuminating journey into the world of sign language, revealing its beauty,
power, and transformative potential. This comprehensive guidebook provides a solid foundation for
understanding and using sign language effectively, while also celebrating the rich culture and
heritage of the deaf community. Within these pages, you will embark on an exploration of the deaf
experience, gaining insights into their unique perspectives, challenges, and triumphs. You will delve
into the fascinating history of sign language, tracing its evolution and the significant role it plays in
deaf communities worldwide. Personal narratives and inspiring stories will bring to life the
resilience and determination of deaf individuals, showcasing their contributions to society and
culture. Moving beyond theory, Let Your Signs Shine offers practical guidance for mastering the
fundamentals of sign language. With clear instructions and step-by-step demonstrations, you will
learn the alphabet, basic grammar, and essential vocabulary. Engaging exercises and activities will
help you develop fluency and confidence in your signing abilities, making communication with deaf
individuals a seamless and rewarding experience. This book goes beyond mere language instruction,
delving into the profound impact sign language has on education, employment, healthcare, and
social interaction. Discover how sign language empowers deaf individuals in the workplace, creating
equal opportunities for success. Explore the innovative use of sign language in educational settings,
fostering inclusive learning environments where all students can thrive. Witness the transformative
power of sign language in healthcare, breaking down communication barriers and ensuring equal
access to medical care. Let Your Signs Shine is not just a book; it's an invitation to embrace the
beauty and richness of sign language, to see the world from a different perspective. It's a celebration
of the deaf community and their indomitable spirit, a testament to the power of human connection
and understanding. Whether you're a student, a professional, or simply someone who wants to
expand their horizons, this book will empower you to communicate with confidence, build bridges,
and make a positive impact on the world. If you like this book, write a review!
  pool in sign language: A Window Into Signs Pasquale De Marco, 2025-07-26 Embark on a
journey into the world of sign language, a vibrant and expressive form of communication that
transcends spoken words. Discover the rich history, intricacies, and practical applications of sign
language, gaining a deeper understanding and appreciation for its significance as a language, a
culture, and a means of empowerment. Within these pages, you will find a comprehensive guide that
unravels the fundamental elements of sign language, including the manual alphabet, body language,
and facial expressions. With clear explanations and illustrative examples, you will master the basics
of sign language, enabling you to communicate effectively with deaf friends, family members,
colleagues, and members of the deaf community. Delve into the historical milestones and cultural
influences that have shaped the evolution of sign language, gaining insights into the resilience and
ingenuity of deaf communities worldwide. Explore the diverse applications of sign language in
education, employment, social inclusion, the arts, entertainment, technology, and healthcare,
showcasing its versatility and creativity as a language of expression and connection. This book is not
just a guide to learning sign language; it is an invitation to immerse yourself in a unique and
captivating world of communication. Through engaging narratives and real-life examples, you will
gain a deeper understanding of the challenges and opportunities faced by deaf individuals, fostering
empathy and advocating for their rights. As you journey through the chapters, you will uncover the
beauty and power of sign language as a means of breaking down barriers and fostering inclusivity.
Embrace the opportunity to expand your knowledge, skills, and perspectives, and become an active
participant in creating a more equitable and communicative society for all. With its comprehensive
approach, accessible explanations, and inspiring stories, this book is an essential resource for
anyone seeking to learn sign language, understand deaf culture, or simply broaden their horizons. If
you like this book, write a review!



  pool in sign language: Department of Education United States. Congress. House. Committee
on Appropriations. Subcommittee on the Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services,
Education, and Related Agencies, 1991
  pool in sign language: Ten Lectures on Cognitive Linguistics and the Unification of Spoken
and Signed Languages Sherman Wilcox, 2017-11-06 In Ten Lectures on Cognitive Linguistics and
the Unification of Spoken and Signed Languages Sherman Wilcox suggests that rather than
abstracting away from the material substance of language, linguists can discover the deep
connections between signed and spoken languages by taking an embodied view. This embodied
solution reveals the patterns and principles that unite languages across modalities. Using a
multidisciplinary approach, Wilcox explores such issues as the how to apply cognitive grammar to
the study of signed languages, the pervasive conceptual iconicity present throughout the lexicon and
grammar of signed languages, the relation of language and gesture, the grammaticization of signs,
the significance of motion for understanding language as a dynamic system, and the integration of
cognitive neuroscience and cognitive linguistics.
  pool in sign language: Department of State News Letter United States. Department of
State, 1980
  pool in sign language: From Oppression to Grace Theodorea Regina Berry, Nathalie
Mizelle, 2023-07-03 This book gives voice to the experiences of women of color--women of African,
Native American, Latina, East Indian, Korean and Japanese descent--as students pursuing terminal
degrees and as faculty members navigating the Academy, grappling with the dilemmas encountered
by others and themselves as they exist at the intersections of their work and identities.Women of
color are frequently relegated--on account both of race and womanhood--into monolithic categories
that perpetuate oppression, subdue and suppress conflict, and silence voices. This book uses critical
race feminism (CRF) to place women of color in the center, rather than the margins, of the
discussion, theorizing, research and praxis of their lives as they co-exist in the dominant culture. The
first part of the book addresses the issues faced on the way to achieving a terminal degree: the
struggles encountered and the lessons learned along the way. Part Two, Pride and Prejudice:
Finding Your Place After the Degree describes the complexity of lives of women with multiple
identities as scholars with family, friends, and lives at home and at work. The book concludes with
the voices of senior faculty sharing their journeys and their paths to growth as scholars and
individuals.This book is for all women of color growing up in the academy, learning to stand on their
own, taking first steps, mastering the language, walking, running, falling and getting up to run
again--and illuminates the process of self-definition that is essential to their growth as scholars and
individuals.
  pool in sign language: The Notion of the Native Speaker Put to the Test: Recent Research
Advances Pedro Guijarro-Fuentes, Cristina Suarez-Gomez, Mila Vulchanova, Antonella Sorace,
Valentin Vulchanov, 2022-04-21
  pool in sign language: Universal Access in Human–Computer Interaction. Designing
Novel Interactions Margherita Antona, Constantine Stephanidis, 2017-06-28 The three-volume set
LNCS 10277-10279 constitutes the refereed proceedings of the11th International Conference on
Universal Access in Human-Computer Interaction, UAHCI 2017, held as part of the 19th
International Conference on Human-Computer Interaction, HCII 2017, in Vancouver, BC, Canada in
July 2017, jointly with 14 other thematically similar conferences. The total of 1228 papers presented
at the HCII 2017 conferences were carefully reviewed and selected from 4340 submissions. The
papers included in the three UAHCI 2017 volumes address the following major topics: Design for All
Methods and Practice; Accessibility and Usability Guidelines and Evaluation; User and Context
Modelling and Monitoring and Interaction Adaptation; Design for Children; Sign Language
Processing; Universal Access to Virtual and Augmented Reality; Non Visual and Tactile Interaction;
Gesture and Gaze-Based Interaction; Universal Access to Health and Rehabilitation; Universal
Access to Education and Learning; Universal Access to Mobility; Universal Access to Information
and Media; and Design for Quality of Life Technologies.



  pool in sign language: Federal Register , 2013-11
  pool in sign language: ¿Por qué? 101 Questions About Spanish Judy Hochberg, 2016-10-20
¿Por qué? 101 Questions about Spanish is for anyone who wants to understand how Spanish really
works. Standard textbooks and grammars describe the what of Spanish - its vocabulary, grammar,
spelling, and pronunciation - but ¿Por qué? explains the why. Judy Hochberg draws on linguistic
principles, Hispanic culture, and language history to answer questions such as: Why are so many
Spanish verbs irregular? - Why does Spanish have different ways to say you? - Why is h silent? - Why
doesn't Spanish use apostrophes? - Why does Castilian Spanish have the th sound? Packed with
information, guidance, and links to further research, ¿Por qué? is an accessible study guide that is
suitable for Spanish students, instructors, native speakers, and the general reader. It is a valuable
supplementary text for serious students of Spanish at all levels, from beginning to advanced. ¿Por
qué? also covers topics usually left to specialized books, including the evolution of Spanish, how
children and adults learn Spanish, and the status of languages that co-exist with Spanish, from
Catalan to Spanish sign language to the indigenous languages of Latin America.
  pool in sign language: Storytimes for Two-Year-Olds Judy Nichols, 2007 Provides fifty
storytime programs for two-year-olds, including ideas and suggestions for storytime content and
encouragement to serve this age group.
  pool in sign language: Designing and Delivering Distance Education , 2004
  pool in sign language: Computational Intelligence for Human Action Recognition Sourav De,
Paramartha Dutta, 2020-09-28 Human Action Recognition is a challenging area presently. The vigor
of research effort directed towards this domain is self indicative of this. With the ever-increasing
involvement of Computational Intelligence in our day to day applications, the necessity of human
activity recognition has been able to make its presence felt to the concerned research community.
The primary drive of such an effort is to equip the computing system capable of recognizing and
interpreting human activities from posture, pose, gesture, facial expression etc. The intent of human
activity recognition is a formidable component of cognitive science in which researchers are actively
engaged of late. Features: A systematic overview of the state-of-the-art in computational intelligence
techniques for human action recognition. Emphasized on different intelligent techniques to
recognize different human actions. Discussed about the automation techniques to handle human
action recognition. Recent research results and some pointers to future advancements in this arena.
In the present endeavour the editors intend to come out with a compilation that reflects the
concerns of relevant research community. The readers would be able to come across some of the
latest findings of active researchers of the concerned field. It is anticipated that this treatise shall be
useful to the readership encompassing students at undergraduate and postgraduate level,
researchers active as well as aspiring, not to speak of the senior researchers.
  pool in sign language: Education, Equality and Human Rights Mike Cole, 2017-10-19 The
fourth edition of Education, Equality and Human Rights has been fully updated to reflect the
economic, political, social and cultural changes in educational and political policy and practice, as
austerity continues and in the light of the EU referendum. Written by a carefully selected group of
experts, each of the five equality issues of gender, ‘race’, sexuality, disability and social class are
covered as areas in their own right as well as in relation to education. Key issues explored include:
human rights, equality and education women and equality, historically and now gender and
education perspectives throughout time racism in the UK from the Empire to the present racism and
education from imperial times to the May government the making and remaking of sexualities the
challenges surrounding teaching and learning about sexuality in schools the struggle for disability
equality inclusive education social class, Marxism and socialism social class inequality and
education. With an uncompromising and rigorous analysis of education and human rights and a
foreword from Professor Peter McClaren, Education, Equality and Human Rights is an essential
resource across a wide range of disciplines and for all those interested in education, social policy
and human rights.
  pool in sign language: Cognition, Computation, and Consciousness Masao Ito, Yasushi



Miyashita, Edmund T. Rolls, 1997-05-29 The topic of consciousness is truly multidisciplinary,
attracting researchers and theorists from diverse backgrounds. It is now widely accepted that
previously disparate areas all have contributions to make to the understanding of the nature of
consciousness. Thus, we now have computational scientists, neuroscientists, and philosophers all
engaged in the same effort. This book illustrates these three approaches, with chapters provided by
some of the most important and provocative figures in the field. The first section is concerned with
philosophical approaches to consciousness. One of the fundamental issues here is that of subjective
feeling or qualia. The second section focuses on approaches from cognitive neuroscience. Patients
with different types of neurological problems, and new imaging techniques, provide rich sources of
data for studying how consciousness relates to brain function. The third section includes
computational approaches looking at the quantitative relationship between brain processes and
conscious experience. Cognition, Computation, and Consciousness represents a uniquely integrated
and current account of this most fascinating and intractable subject.
  pool in sign language: Assessing Literacy in Deaf Individuals Donna Morere, Thomas
Allen, 2012-12-09 Humans’ development of literacy has been a recent focus of intense research from
the reading, cognitive, and neuroscience fields. But for individuals who are deaf—who rely greatly
on their visual skills for language and learning—the findings don’t necessarily apply, leaving
theoretical and practical gaps in approaches to their education. Assessing Literacy in Deaf
Individuals: Neurocognitive Measurement and Predictors narrows these gaps by introducing the VL2
Toolkit, a comprehensive test battery for assessing the academic skills and cognitive functioning of
deaf persons who use sign language. Skills measured include executive functioning, memory,
reading, visuospatial ability, writing fluency, math, and expressive and receptive language.
Comprehensive data are provided for each, with discussion of validity and reliability issues as well as
ethical and legal questions involved in the study. And background chapters explain how the Toolkit
was compiled, describing the procedures of the study, its rationale, and salient characteristics of its
participants. This notable book: Describes each Toolkit instrument and the psychometric properties
it measures. Presents detailed findings on test measures and relationships between skills. Discusses
issues and challenges relating to visual representations of English, including fingerspelling and
lipreading. Features a factor analysis of the Toolkit measures to identify underlying cognitive
structures in deaf learners. Reviews trends in American Sign Language assessment. Assessing
Literacy in Deaf Individuals is an essential reference for researchers, graduate students, clinicians,
and other professionals working in the field of deafness and deaf education across in such areas as
clinical child and school psychology, audiology, and linguistics.
  pool in sign language: Beginning with Disability Lennard J. Davis, 2017-09-20 While there are
many introductions to disability and disability studies, most presume an advanced academic
knowledge of a range of subjects. Beginning with Disability is the first introductory primer for
disaibility studies aimed at first year students in two- and four-year colleges. This volume of essays
across disciplines—including education, sociology, communications, psychology, social sciences, and
humanities—features accessible, readable, and relatively short chapters that do not require
specialized knowledge. Lennard Davis, along with a team of consulting editors, has compiled a
number of blogs, vlogs, and other videos to make the materials more relatable and vivid to students.
Subject to Debate boxes spotlight short pro and con pieces on controversial subjects that can be
debated in class or act as prompts for assignments.
  pool in sign language: Disability Research and Policy Richard J. Morris, 2006-04-21 This
book is based on research and scholarship produced by the Meyerson Disability Research Project
(MDRP) at the University of Arizona. Its chapters are divided into two major sections: 1) Disability
Research Areas and 2) Disability Policy Areas. The first section addresses some relatively new areas
of research and scholarship with adults and children, such as the use of technology (e.g.,
videoconferencing and computer technology) in service delivery, whereas the second section
critically examines various public policy and legal areas that impact the daily lives of many persons
having a disability.
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