politics as a vocation summary

politics as a vocation summary provides an insightful exploration into Max Weber’s
seminal lecture that examines the nature, ethics, and responsibilities of political
leadership. This article delves into Weber’s analysis of politics as a professional vocation,
emphasizing the tension between ethical ideals and practical power. It offers a detailed
overview of the key concepts introduced by Weber, including the definition of the state,
the distinction between the ethic of conviction and the ethic of responsibility, as well as
the personal qualities required for effective political engagement. By understanding these
elements, readers gain a comprehensive grasp of Weber’s contribution to political theory
and the ongoing relevance of his ideas in contemporary political discourse. This politics as
a vocation summary will also explore the challenges faced by politicians and the moral
dilemmas inherent in governance. To guide the discussion, the article is organized into
several main sections outlined in the following table of contents.

e Max Weber and the Context of Politics as a Vocation

e Defining Politics and the State

e The Ethic of Conviction vs. The Ethic of Responsibility
e Characteristics of the Politician as a Vocation

e Power, Violence, and Legitimacy in Politics

e Challenges and Moral Dilemmas in Political Leadership

Max Weber and the Context of Politics as a
Vocation

Max Weber, a prominent German sociologist and political economist, delivered "Politics as
a Vocation" in 1918, during a period of profound political upheaval in Germany following
World War 1. The lecture was part of a series aimed at clarifying the nature of political
leadership and the demands it places on individuals who choose politics as a career.
Weber’s work emerged amid the collapse of the German Empire and the rise of the
Weimar Republic, making his insights particularly relevant to the challenges of
governance and democratic order.

His analysis situates politics within the broader social and ethical framework, drawing
attention to the complexities and contradictions that politicians face. The lecture remains
a foundational text in political science, shaping the understanding of political ethics, the
role of power, and the responsibilities inherent in public office.



Defining Politics and the State

Central to Weber's politics as a vocation summary is his definition of politics and the state.
Weber famously defines the state as an entity that holds the monopoly on the legitimate
use of physical force within a given territory. This concept highlights the unique authority
of the state over violence and coercion, distinguishing political power from other forms of
social influence.

Politics, in Weber’s view, is the pursuit of power within this framework of the state. It
involves the struggle to acquire, maintain, and exercise control over the mechanisms of
governance. The legitimacy of political authority, according to Weber, is crucial for the
stability of the state and the smooth functioning of society.

The Monopoly of Violence

Weber emphasizes that the state's claim to legitimate violence is a defining feature
separating it from other organizations. This monopoly allows the state to enforce laws and
maintain order, a necessary condition for political authority.

Politics as a Struggle for Power

Politics is characterized by competition and conflict, where individuals and groups vie for
influence and control. This struggle is inherently tied to the state’s regulatory functions
and the management of societal interests.

The Ethic of Conviction vs. The Ethic of
Responsibility

One of the most influential aspects of Weber’s politics as a vocation summary is his
contrast between two ethical orientations in political action: the ethic of conviction and
the ethic of responsibility. These ethical frameworks guide how politicians approach
decision-making and governance.

Ethic of Conviction (Gesinnungsethik)

The ethic of conviction refers to acting based on unwavering principles or ideological
beliefs, regardless of the consequences. Politicians guided by this ethic prioritize moral
purity and adherence to their values above practical considerations.

Ethic of Responsibility (Verantwortungsethik)

In contrast, the ethic of responsibility emphasizes the consequences of political actions.
Politicians adopting this approach consider the outcomes of their decisions, accepting the
moral complexity and potential compromises required for effective governance.



Balancing Both Ethics

Weber argues that successful political leadership requires a balance between these two
ethics. While conviction provides moral direction, responsibility ensures pragmatic and
effective action. The tension between these ethics defines the moral dilemmas faced by
politicians.

Characteristics of the Politician as a Vocation

Weber's lecture outlines the essential qualities that define politics as a vocation and the
attributes expected of those who pursue it as a career. He distinguishes between
politicians motivated by passion, a sense of responsibility, and a measure of skill or
craftsmanship.

Passion for Politics

Passion is necessary to sustain the politician through the challenges and adversities
inherent in political life. It fuels commitment and perseverance.

A Sense of Responsibility

A politician must possess a deep awareness of the consequences of their actions and
accept accountability for the outcomes, reflecting the ethic of responsibility.

A Measure of Skill

Political skill or craftsmanship involves the ability to navigate complex social and
institutional environments, employing strategy and tact in decision-making.

Types of Political Leaders

e The Passionate Leader: Driven by ideals and convictions.
e The Responsible Leader: Focused on practical outcomes and consequences.

e The Skilled Leader: Combines passion and responsibility with tactical competence.

Power, Violence, and Legitimacy in Politics

In Weber's framework, power, violence, and legitimacy are interrelated concepts



fundamental to understanding politics as a vocation. Power denotes the capacity to impose
one's will, while violence is a means to enforce power. Legitimacy, however, is the
acceptance of power by the governed, which distinguishes authority from mere coercion.

The Role of Violence

Violence is regarded as a tool that the state alone may legitimately wield, ensuring order
and compliance. Yet, its use must be carefully managed to maintain legitimacy.

Legitimacy and Authority

Weber classifies authority into three types—traditional, charismatic, and legal-
rational—each grounded in different sources of legitimacy. The effectiveness of political
leadership depends on securing and maintaining this legitimacy.

Power Dynamics in Politics

Understanding the dynamics of power is crucial for politicians who must negotiate
competing interests and maintain authority within democratic institutions and beyond.

Challenges and Moral Dilemmas in Political
Leadership

Weber’s politics as a vocation summary underscores the intrinsic challenges and ethical
dilemmas faced by political leaders. The tension between ideals and realpolitik often
forces politicians to make difficult choices that can compromise their moral beliefs.

The Burden of Decision-Making

Political leaders bear the heavy responsibility of decisions that impact society at large,
often with incomplete information and under pressure.

Conflict Between Ethics and Pragmatism

Balancing the ethic of conviction with the ethic of responsibility can lead to internal
conflict and public scrutiny, as politicians negotiate between moral principles and
practical necessities.

Maintaining Integrity in Politics

Despite the challenges, Weber emphasizes the importance of personal integrity and



dedication to the public good as essential for sustaining trust and legitimacy in political
life.

Common Political Dilemmas

Choosing between transparency and secrecy

Balancing individual rights with collective security

e Managing competing interests and coalition politics

Handling crises that require urgent but controversial actions

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Max Weber's 'Politics as a
Vocation' summary?

The main theme of Max Weber's 'Politics as a Vocation' is the nature of politics and
political leadership, focusing on the ethics, responsibilities, and the concept of the state as
the entity with a monopoly on legitimate use of physical force.

How does Weber define the state in 'Politics as a
Vocation'?

Weber defines the state as an organization that holds the monopoly on the legitimate use
of physical force within a given territory.

What are the two types of ethics Weber discusses in
'Politics as a Vocation'?

Weber discusses the ethic of conviction (Gesinnungsethik), which is based on personal
beliefs, and the ethic of responsibility (Verantwortungsethik), which is based on the
consequences of one's actions in politics.

Why does Weber believe politicians need a 'vocation' or
calling?
Weber argues that politics requires a vocation because it demands passion, a sense of

responsibility, and an understanding of the ethical complexities involved in wielding power
and making decisions that affect society.



How does 'Politics as a Vocation' address the concept of
political leadership?

The essay emphasizes that political leadership requires a balance between idealism and
pragmatism, where leaders must combine passion for their cause with a realistic
assessment of power and consequences to effectively govern.

Additional Resources

1. Politics as a Vocation by Max Weber

This seminal essay by Max Weber explores the nature of politics and the characteristics of
politicians. Weber defines politics as the pursuit of power and leadership within a state,
emphasizing the importance of passion, responsibility, and a sense of proportion. The
work examines the ethical dilemmas faced by politicians and the tension between moral
conviction and political pragmatism.

2. The Prince by Niccolo Machiavelli

Machiavelli’s classic treatise on political power and leadership offers pragmatic advice on
ruling and maintaining authority. It dissects the use of cunning, strategy, and sometimes
ruthless tactics in politics. The book is often seen as a foundational text in political
realism, highlighting the complexities of political vocation.

3. On Politics: A History of Political Thought by Alan Ryan

This comprehensive overview traces the development of political ideas from ancient times
to the modern era. Ryan examines how political theories have shaped the vocation of
politics and the role of the politician. The book provides context for understanding the
intellectual foundations of political action.

4. The Road to Serfdom by Friedrich Hayek

Hayek’s influential work argues against central planning and warns of the dangers of
authoritarianism arising from economic control. It underscores the importance of
individual freedom within political systems and the responsibilities of political leaders to
uphold democratic principles. The book is a crucial read for understanding the ethical
dimensions of political vocation.

5. Political Leadership: A Pragmatic Institutionalist Approach by R. A. W. Rhodes

This book explores the practical realities of political leadership within institutional
frameworks. Rhodes discusses how leaders navigate political structures and public
expectations while balancing personal ambition and public service. It offers insight into
the daily challenges and skills required for a career in politics.

6. The Ethics of Politics by Joseph Nye

Nye delves into the moral questions and dilemmas that politicians face in their profession.
The book discusses the balance between ethical ideals and political necessities, suggesting
ways to maintain integrity in public life. It highlights the vocation of politics as not only a
pursuit of power but also a commitment to ethical governance.

7. Why Leaders Lie: The Truth About Lying in International Politics by John ]J.
Mearsheimer



Mearsheimer analyzes the strategic use of deception in political leadership and
international relations. The book provides a realistic perspective on the often ambiguous
ethical standards in politics. It challenges readers to consider the complexities and
compromises inherent in political decision-making.

8. The Art of Political Leadership by George E. Marcus

This text examines the skills and qualities that define effective political leaders. Marcus
discusses communication, decision-making, and the cultivation of public trust. The book
serves as a guide for understanding the vocational demands placed on those who seek
political office.

9. Leadership in Politics: New Perspectives edited by Stephen J. Wayne

This collection of essays offers diverse viewpoints on the nature of political leadership and
vocation. Contributors explore psychological, sociological, and institutional factors
influencing political careers. It broadens the understanding of what it means to engage in
politics as a professional calling.
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politics as a vocation summary: The Max Weber Dictionary Richard Swedberg, Ola Agevall,
2005 Max Weber is one of the world[Js most important social scientists, and one of the most
notoriously difficult to understand. This dictionary will aid the reader in understanding Weber[Js
work. Every entry contains a basic definition, examples of and references to the word in Weber{]s
writing, and references to important secondary literature. More than an elementary dictionary,
however, this work makes a contribution to the general culture and legacy of Weber{]s work. The
dictionary also contains extended entries for broader concepts and topics throughout Weber[Js work,
including law, politics, and religion. Every entry in the dictionary delves into Weber scholarship and
acts as a point of departure in discussion and research. As such, this book will be an invaluable
resource to general readers, students, and scholars alike.

politics as a vocation summary: Politics as a Christian Vocation Franklin I. Gamwell, 2005
This 2004 book argues that Christian faith belongs in politics because both pursue rational forms of
thought.

politics as a vocation summary: Revisiting Max Weber's Ethic of Responsibility Etienne de
Villiers, 2018-02-20 To what extent could Max Weber's ethic of responsibility serve as a model for us
today? An adequate answer to this question could only be given on the basis of a satisfactory
interpretation and thorough assessment of his ethic of responsibility. In this monograph Etienne de
Villiers sets himself the task of doing just that. He establishes that, in spite of serious shortcomings,
Weber's ethic points to the contemporary need for an ethic of responsibility as a second-level
normative ethical approach that would address the undermining effect of modernisation on ethical
living. Such a contemporary ethic of responsibility would provide guidelines on how ethical living
could be responsibly enhanced in our time. The author also presents a brief proposal on how a
contemporary ethic of responsibility might be designed.
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politics as a vocation summary: Democracy and the Organization of Political Parties: The
United States Moisej J. Ostrogorskij, 1970 The two volumes of Moisei Ostrogorski's work, published
in 1902 and long out of print in this century, are the fi rst serious attempt to analyze the
consequences of democratic sufferage by a comparative analysis of political systems and had a
profound eff ect on the subsequent writings of Max Weber and Robert Michels. Ostrogorski
approached his analysis by a detailed history of the rise and changes in the party system in England
and the United States, the first two nations to introduce mass suff rage. Although subsequent
research has suggested the need to modify some of his historical statements, the books remain
amazingly authoritative, and recent empirical studies conducted in this country have borne out many
of Ostrogorski's fi ndings. Most current books on political parties acknowledge Ostrogorski as a
major source of knowledge and ideas. His writings continue to be relevant to ongoing concerns in
Britain and the United States.

politics as a vocation summary: Democracy and the Organization of Political Parties M
Ostrogorski, Seymour Martin Lipset, 2018-02-06 Democracy and the Organization of Political
Parties, originally published in 1902, represented the first serious attempt to analyze the
consequences of democratic suffrage by a comparative analysis of political systems. As such,
Ostrogorski's two-volume study of the party system in Britain and the United States exerted
profound influence on the subsequent writings of Max Weber and Robert Michels. A descriptive
analyst of the party system in these two countries, Ostrogorski developed concepts and methods that
an-ticipated by nearly half a century those later used by American and British political scientists.
The core of Ostrogorski's analysis is a detailed history of the rise of and changes within the party
system in Britain and the United States, the first nations to introduce mass suffrage. While the
emphasis of Democracy and the Organization of Political Parties is on the similar trends in the
political parties of both countries, Ostrogorski also showed concern with the sources of differences
between them. Seeking to explain these variations, he suggested a number of fundamental
hypotheses about these two societies that con-tinue to be of relevance today. Lipset's substantial
introduction places Os-trogorski's work within its historical context and assesses Ostrogorski's
im-pact and influence on both his contemporaries and on later political scien-tists.

politics as a vocation summary: Democracy and the Organization of Political Parties Moisei
Ostrogorski, 2018-02-06 Democracy and the Organization of Political Parties, originally published in
1902, represented the first serious attempt to analyze the consequences of democratic suffrage by a
comparative analysis of political systems. As such, Ostrogorski's two-volume study of the party
system in Britain and the United States exerted profound influence on the subsequent writings of
Max Weber and Robert Michels. A descriptive analyst of the party system in these two countries,
Ostrogorski developed concepts and methods that an-ticipated by nearly half a century those later
used by American and British political scientists. The core of Ostrogorski's analysis is a detailed
history of the rise of and changes within the party system in Britain and the United States, the first
nations to introduce mass suffrage. While the emphasis of Democracy and the Organization of
Political Parties is on the similar trends in the political parties of both countries, Ostrogorski also
showed concern with the sources of differences between them. Seeking to explain these variations,
he suggested a number of fundamental hypotheses about these two societies that con-tinue to be of
relevance today. Lipset's substantial introduction places Os-trogorski's work within its historical
context and assesses Ostrogorski's im-pact and influence on both his contemporaries and on later
political scien-tists.

politics as a vocation summary: Max Weber's Theory of Modernity Michael Symonds,
2016-03-03 This book illuminates an important dimension of the work of Max Weber. Weber’s theory
of meaning and modernity is articulated through an understanding of his account of the way in
which the pursuit of meaning in the modern world has been shaped by the loss of Western religion
and how such pursuit gives sense to the phenomena of human suffering and death. Through a close,
scholarly reading of Weber’s extensive writings and Vocation Lectures, the author explores the
concepts of ‘paradox’ and 'brotherliness’ as found in Weber’s work, in order to offer an original



exposition of Weber’s actual theory of how meaning and meaninglessness work in the modern world.
In addition to making a substantial and highly original contribution to the sociology of modernity,
the book applies the theory of meaning extracted from Weber’s thought, addressing the claim that
Weber’s work has been rendered out-dated by the supposed re-enchantment of the modern world, as
well as discussing the ways this theory can contribute to our understanding of the development of
specific forms of modernity. A rigorous examination of the thought of one of the most important
figures in classical sociology, this volume will appeal to scholars of sociology, social theory and
philosophy with interests in modernity, Weber and the concept of meaning.

politics as a vocation summary: The Politics of Dialogue Ranabir Samaddar, 2017-07-05
Offering a detailed analysis of post-colonial South Asia, The Politics of Dialogue discusses the
creation and impact of borders and the pervasive tension between the new nations. Neither all-out
war nor complete peace, this fragile condition makes political leaders and strategists feel
claustrophobic - a war produces an end result but peace allows the rulers to carry out their policies
for governing along their preferred path of development. The book shows how cartographic,
communal and political lines are not only dividing countries, but that they are being replicated
within countries, creating new visible and invisible internal frontiers. It argues that, in a situation
where geopolitics constrains democracy, the political class becomes incapable of coping with the
tension between the inside/outside, eg democracy appears as an internal problem and geopolitics
appears as a problem related to the 'outside’.

politics as a vocation summary: Vocations of Political Theory Jason A. Frank, John
Tambornino, 2000 Content Description pt. 1. Invoking political theory. Political theory : from
vocation to invocation / Sheldon S. Wolin -- pt. 2. Theorizing loss. Specters and angels at the end of
history / Wendy Brown -- The politics of nostalgia and theories of loss / J. Peter Euben -- pt. 3.
Thinking in time. Can theorists make time for belief? / Russell Arben Fox -- The history of political
thought as a vocation : a pragmatist defense / David Paul Mandell -- pt. 4. The politics of ordinary
life. Political theory for losers / Thomas L. Dumm -- Feminism's flight from the ordinary / Linda M.B.
Zerilli -- pt. 5. Political knowledge. Conceptions of science in political theory : a tale of cloaks and
daggers / Mark B. Brown -- Political theory as a provocation : an ethos of political theory / Lon
Troyer -- Gramsci, organic intellectuals, and cultural studies : lessons for political theorists? / Shane
Gunster -- pt. 6. Practicing political theory. Reading the body : hobbes, body politics, and the task of
political theory / Samantha Frost -- Work, shame, and the chain gang : the new civic education / Jill
Locke -- The nobility of democracy / William E. Connolly.

politics as a vocation summary: The Palgrave Handbook of Gender, Sexuality, and Canadian
Politics Manon Tremblay, Joanna Everitt, 2020-11-20 The Palgrave Handbook of Gender, Sexuality,
and Canadian Politics offers the first and only handbook in the field of Canadian politics that uses
‘gender’ (which it interprets broadly, as inclusive of sex, sexualities, and other intersecting
identities) as its category of analysis. Its premise is that political actors’ identities frame how
Canadian politics is thought, told, and done; in turn, Canadian politics, as a set of ideas, state
institutions and decision-making processes, and civil society mobilizations, does and redoes gender.
Following the standard structure of mainstream introductory Canadian politics textbooks, this
handbook is divided into four sections (ideologies, institutions, civil society, and public policy) each
of which contains several chapters on topics commonly taught in Canadian politics classes. The
originality of the handbook lies in its approach: each chapter reviews the basics of a given topic from
the perspective of gendered/sexualized and other intersectional identities. Such an approach makes
the handbook the only one of its kind in Canadian Politics.

politics as a vocation summary: Max Weber and Postmodern Theory N. Gane, 2002-04-09
This book explores the contemporary nature of Max Weber's work by looking in detail at his key
concepts of rationalization and disenchantment. Thematic parallels are drawn between Weber's
rationalization thesis and the critiques of contemporary culture developed by Jean-Francois Lyotard,
Michel Foucault and Jean Baudrillard. It is suggested that these three 'postmoden' thinkers develop
and respond to Weber's analysis of modernity by pursuing radical strategies of affirmation and




re-enchantment. Examining the work of these three key thinkers in this way casts new light both on
postmodern theory and on Weber's sociology of rationalization.

politics as a vocation summary: Nation and State in Max Weber Jack Barbalet, 2023-02-28
This book shows how Max Weber’s perceptions of the social and political world he inhabited in
Wilhelmine Germany were characterized by a nationalist commitment which coloured practically
every aspect of his thought, including his social scientific writings and the formulations they
expound. Exploring the consequences of Weber’s ardent nationalism in a manner seldom
acknowledged in existing scholarship, it considers the alignment of his commitment to liberalism
and democracy with his devotion to the ideal of the German people as an ethno-racial community
supported by a power-state, with the purpose of realizing the national interest of future generations
of Germans. Through an analysis of a range of texts, the author contends that Weber’s liberalism is
not based on universalistic principles and that Weber considered the liberty he espoused to play an
important role in securing the position of a political elite trained in parliamentary institutions, which
are used to shape the citizenry in the pursuit of a patriotic commitment to an expansionist, imperial
state. It will therefore appeal to scholars with interests in the history of sociology and classical social
theory.

politics as a vocation summary: The Development of Systemic Concepts in Comparative
Political Analysis Philip Neal Marcus, 1969

politics as a vocation summary: Discourse, Rhetoric and Shifting Political Behaviour in
China Una Aleksandra Bérzina-Cerenkova, 2023-10-02 Using political discourse analysis, this book
examines the extent to which the salient approaches of previous leadership generations have
translated into present day policies shepherded in by Xi Jinping. On the strategic political level, the
book includes comparisons of China's recent leadership periods with a focus on Xi Jinping's era, and
contains examples of whether and how specific topics and tactics reoccur across generations. The
state development strategy section then goes on to include chapters on shaping China’s strategic
narratives, neoliberal discourse within state developmentalism, and keyword evolution. The practical
policies part looks at the issues of re-education, health, class, and ethnicity, analysing how the
leaders talk about China’s poor, frame the representations of megaprojects on social media, and
discursively display diplomatic strength. As a study of the rule of Xi Jinping and the rhetoric of the
contemporary Chinese political system, this book will be of huge interest to students and scholars of
Chinese politics and political science more broadly.

politics as a vocation summary: Max Weber and German Politics, 1890-1920 Wolfgang J.
Mommsen, 1990-07-25 A major work of German historiography, this comprehensive account of
Weber's political views and activities reveals that, paradoxically, Weber was at once an ardent
liberal and a determined German nationalist and imperialist. Wolfgang J. Mommsen shows the
important links between these seemingly conflicting positions and provides a critique of Weber's
sociology of power and his concept of democratic rule. First published in German in 1959, Max
Weber and German Politics appeared in a revised edition in 1974 and became available in an English
translation only in 1984. In writing this work, Mommsen drew extensively on Weber's published and
unpublished essays, newspaper articles, memoranda, and correspondence.

politics as a vocation summary: Political Choice Roland M Czada, Adrienne Windhoff-Heritier,
2019-07-11 This book, subtitled political actors in institutional settings, addresses the main lines of
reasoning of the new political institutionalism and rational choice theory. It discusses the question:
Which particular rules, logics, or strategies of action can be found in the realm of politics?

politics as a vocation summary: The Making of the Modern State B. Nelson, 2006-03-15
Nelson provides a historical overview of the theoretical and ideological evolution of the modern
state, from pre-state and pre-modern state formations to the present. A major theme of the book is
the need to understand the modern state holistically, as a totality of social, political, and ideological
factors.

politics as a vocation summary: Foundations of Social Theory Neal Harris, 2024-05-27
Foundations of Social Theory: A Critical Introduction accessibly introduces students to classical and




contemporary social theory, exploring the foundational theories which shape the discipline while
also engaging critically with their contribution and presenting the more progressive and
contemporary theorists in dialogue with canonical figures. Social theory is introduced as the
construction and connection of concepts which make social inquiry possible while appreciating that
the study of society is never truly objective. The relationship between positionality, politics,
research, and knowledge production is discussed and ideas from critical theorists, feminist theorists,
and decolonial, and critical race theorists are foregrounded. Travelling chronologically and
thematically from the birth of the discipline and the work of Marx, Weber, and Durkheim through to
intersectionality, queer theory, and decolonial and postcolonial theory, this book gives students a
strong foundation in the broad field of social theory while also encouraging them to think critically
about the theories and theorists presented. Equipped with end-of-chapter questions and further
reading, this book will be essential reading for any student studying social theory for the first time.

politics as a vocation summary: An Ethic of Responsibility for Nigeria Kefas U. Kure,
2025-06-30 Corruption is much more than a political problem. Striking at the moral fabric of society,
corruption has ethical and theological implications that must be addressed if human beings are to be
protected and human dignity safeguarded. In this study, Dr. Kefas U. Kure examines the dimensions
of corruption in a Nigerian context. He explores the impact of political and religious corruption on
vulnerable populations, particularly as it undermines belief in the worth and value of human lives.
Drawing from African contextual theology, he demonstrates the need for an ethic of responsibility
that would promote personal and collective action in combating corruption and defending human
dignity. Such an ethic, he argues, would aid Christians, theologians, and church leaders in
recognizing the importance of their role as promoters of justice, champions of human rights, and
witnesses to the image of God in each and every human being.

politics as a vocation summary: Terrorism in America Robin Maria Valeri, Kevin Borgeson,
2018-05-11 Offering a fresh perspective on the changing face of terror attacks, Terrorism in America
focuses on domestic groups, examining the beliefs, actions, and impacts of American-based
terrorists and terror organizations. Editors Robin Valeri and Kevin Borgeson and their contributors
draw on theories from criminology, psychology, and sociology to explore the ideologies of right-wing,
left-wing, and extremist religious groups—how and why they convert followers, recruit financially,
and take extreme action against others. No competing text offers such in-depth and nuanced
coverage of the radical ideologies behind these attacks, or the ensuing fear domestic terrorism
creates, as well as the strategies to combat violent extremism. A core text for domestic terrorism
courses and an excellent supplement for any counterterrorism or homeland security course,
Terrorism in America brings its singular focus to the growth and evolution of terrorism in the United
States. Interviews, case studies from the field, and chapter themes make this a highly readable text
for criminal justice, psychology, sociology, and homeland security students, professors, or
practitioners.
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