
political science miami university
political science miami university is a distinguished academic program that offers
students a comprehensive understanding of politics, government systems, public policy,
and international relations. Located within Miami University, this department is recognized
for its rigorous curriculum, experienced faculty, and diverse research opportunities.
Students enrolled in political science at Miami University benefit from a curriculum that
blends theoretical foundations with practical applications, preparing them for careers in
law, public administration, international affairs, and academia. This article explores the
political science program at Miami University, highlighting its academic offerings, faculty
expertise, research initiatives, and career prospects. The following sections provide an in-
depth look at the program’s structure, student resources, and opportunities for
engagement both on campus and beyond.

Overview of Political Science at Miami University

Academic Programs and Curriculum

Faculty and Research Opportunities

Student Resources and Extracurricular Activities

Career Paths and Alumni Success

Overview of Political Science at Miami University
The political science program at Miami University is designed to cultivate critical thinking,
analytical skills, and a deep understanding of political dynamics at local, national, and
global levels. As a part of the College of Arts and Science, the department emphasizes
interdisciplinary approaches to studying government institutions, political behavior, and
public policies. Students gain insights into democratic theory, comparative politics,
international relations, and political philosophy through a variety of course offerings. The
program encourages active learning and engagement with contemporary political issues,
fostering a well-rounded educational experience.

Mission and Educational Philosophy
Miami University’s political science department is committed to providing an education that
promotes civic engagement, ethical leadership, and scholarly excellence. The curriculum is
structured to develop students’ abilities to analyze complex political phenomena,
communicate effectively, and participate responsibly in democratic processes. The
department values diversity, critical inquiry, and a global perspective, equipping students
to navigate the challenges of an interconnected world.



Campus Environment and Community
Political science students at Miami University benefit from a vibrant campus community
that supports intellectual growth and social interaction. The department hosts guest
lectures, seminars, and conferences featuring prominent scholars and practitioners. These
events provide students with opportunities to engage with current political debates and
network with professionals in the field. The collaborative atmosphere encourages students
to participate in research projects and community outreach initiatives.

Academic Programs and Curriculum
Miami University offers a robust selection of academic programs within its political science
department, including undergraduate majors, minors, and graduate studies. The curriculum
is carefully designed to balance theoretical knowledge with practical skills, preparing
students for diverse career paths and advanced academic pursuits.

Undergraduate Degree Options
The Bachelor of Arts in Political Science at Miami University offers several concentrations,
allowing students to tailor their studies according to their interests. Popular tracks include:

American Politics and Government

Comparative Politics and International Relations

Political Theory and Philosophy

Public Policy and Administration

Each concentration emphasizes specialized coursework complemented by research
methods and elective classes. Students are encouraged to engage in internships and study
abroad programs to enhance their practical experience.

Graduate Programs and Continuing Education
While Miami University’s political science department primarily focuses on undergraduate
education, it also supports graduate-level study through interdisciplinary programs and
collaboration with other departments. Graduate students have access to research centers
and faculty mentorship, enabling them to pursue advanced topics in political science and
related fields. Additionally, continuing education opportunities and certificate programs are
available for professionals seeking to deepen their expertise in public policy and
governance.



Faculty and Research Opportunities
The faculty of political science at Miami University comprises distinguished scholars with
expertise across a broad spectrum of political disciplines. Their research contributes to
academic scholarship and informs public discourse, providing students with access to
cutting-edge knowledge and mentorship.

Faculty Expertise and Specializations
Faculty members specialize in areas such as electoral politics, international security,
political economy, human rights, and environmental policy. This diversity allows students to
explore various dimensions of political science under the guidance of experienced
educators. Professors are actively involved in publishing research, participating in policy
advising, and engaging with community organizations.

Student Involvement in Research
Miami University encourages political science students to participate in research projects,
often collaborating directly with faculty members. Research opportunities include:

Assisting with data collection and analysis

Contributing to academic publications

Presenting findings at conferences and symposia

Engaging in policy impact studies

These experiences are invaluable for students planning to pursue graduate studies or
careers in research-intensive fields.

Student Resources and Extracurricular Activities
Beyond the classroom, Miami University provides a wealth of resources and extracurricular
opportunities to enhance the political science educational experience. These resources
support academic success, professional development, and active citizenship.

Clubs and Organizations
Students can join several organizations related to political science, such as:

Political Science Student Association

Model United Nations



Debate Team

Pre-Law Society

Participation in these groups helps students develop leadership skills, engage in debates on
current issues, and connect with peers who share similar interests.

Internships and Study Abroad Programs
Internships with government agencies, non-profits, and political campaigns are strongly
encouraged, providing students with practical exposure to political processes. Miami
University also offers study abroad programs focused on global politics, allowing students
to experience different political systems firsthand and develop a broader worldview.

Career Paths and Alumni Success
Graduates of the political science program at Miami University are well-prepared for a
variety of professional fields and graduate programs. The comprehensive training equips
students with skills in research, analysis, communication, and leadership, all highly valued
in the job market.

Common Career Trajectories
Political science alumni often pursue careers in:

Public administration and government service

Law and legal professions

International relations and diplomacy

Non-governmental organizations and advocacy

Political consulting and campaign management

Journalism and media analysis

Academia and research institutions

Alumni Network and Support
Miami University maintains an active alumni network that supports current students and
recent graduates through mentorship programs, networking events, and career services.



This network plays a crucial role in helping political science students transition successfully
from academic study to professional life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What political science programs are offered at Miami
University?
Miami University offers undergraduate and graduate programs in political science, including
a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and various specializations within the field.

Does Miami University offer any opportunities for
political science internships?
Yes, Miami University provides internship opportunities for political science students
through partnerships with local government offices, non-profits, and political organizations
to gain practical experience.

What research centers or institutes related to political
science are available at Miami University?
Miami University hosts research centers such as the Center for Public Deliberation and the
Miami University Center for Environmental Education and Sustainability, which support
political science research and community engagement.

Are there any student organizations related to political
science at Miami University?
Yes, students can join organizations like the Miami University Political Science Club, College
Democrats, College Republicans, and Model United Nations to engage with political science
topics and networking.

What career services does Miami University provide for
political science students?
Miami University offers career counseling, job placement assistance, resume workshops,
and networking events specifically tailored to political science students pursuing careers in
government, law, public policy, and related fields.

Can students study abroad while majoring in political
science at Miami University?
Yes, Miami University encourages political science students to participate in study abroad
programs to gain international perspectives on politics and global affairs, with options in



Europe, Asia, and other regions.

What are the admission requirements for the political
science program at Miami University?
Prospective students need to meet Miami University's general admission requirements,
including a competitive GPA, standardized test scores, and submission of transcripts and
application materials. There are no separate requirements for the political science major.

Who are some notable faculty members in the political
science department at Miami University?
Notable faculty members include professors specializing in American politics, international
relations, political theory, and public policy, who are actively engaged in research and
publication within their fields.

How does Miami University’s political science
curriculum integrate current political events?
The curriculum incorporates current events through seminars, case studies, guest lectures,
and opportunities for students to engage in debates and research on contemporary political
issues.

What graduate degrees in political science does Miami
University offer?
Miami University offers a Master of Arts in Political Science with various concentrations such
as American politics, international relations, and public policy for students seeking
advanced study in the field.

Additional Resources
1. Politics in the American South: Integration and Conflict
This book explores the unique political dynamics of the American South, with a focus on
historical and contemporary issues such as civil rights, party realignment, and economic
development. It offers insights into how Southern politics have shaped national policies and
political culture. Miami University students studying regional political science will find this
book particularly relevant.

2. Comparative Politics: Structures and Choices
A comprehensive introduction to comparative politics, this book covers various political
systems, institutions, and processes around the world. It emphasizes critical thinking and
comparative analysis, helping readers understand the complexities of governance and
political behavior. Miami University’s political science curriculum often uses this text to
build foundational knowledge.

3. International Relations: Power and Justice



Focusing on the theories and practices of international relations, this book discusses global
conflicts, diplomacy, and international organizations. It balances theoretical frameworks
with contemporary case studies, making it an essential resource for students interested in
global politics. Miami University’s political science program integrates this book to highlight
the interconnectedness of world affairs.

4. The Politics of Public Policy
This book examines how public policies are formulated, implemented, and evaluated within
political systems. It explores the roles of various stakeholders, including government
agencies, interest groups, and the public. Miami University students benefit from its
practical approach to understanding policy processes in local, state, and federal contexts.

5. Political Behavior and Public Opinion
Delving into voter behavior, political participation, and public opinion formation, this book
analyzes how citizens interact with political systems. It includes discussions on media
influence, political socialization, and polling methods. This text supports Miami University
courses that focus on American politics and electoral studies.

6. Ethics and Politics: Moral Foundations of Governance
This book addresses the ethical challenges in political decision-making and governance,
exploring concepts such as justice, rights, and political responsibility. It encourages
students to critically assess the moral dimensions of political actions and policies. Miami
University’s political science program incorporates this book to foster ethical awareness
among students.

7. State and Local Government in the United States
An in-depth look at the functions, structures, and politics of state and local governments,
this book highlights the diversity and complexity of governance below the federal level. It
covers topics like federalism, intergovernmental relations, and public administration. Miami
University students studying American government find this book essential for
understanding decentralized political systems.

8. Political Theory: Ideas and Concepts
This text introduces key political theories and philosophers, tracing the development of
political thought from classical to modern times. It provides critical analysis of concepts
such as democracy, liberty, and authority. Miami University uses this book to help students
engage with the intellectual foundations of political science.

9. Globalization and Politics in the 21st Century
Examining the impact of globalization on political structures, sovereignty, and policy-
making, this book addresses contemporary challenges such as migration, economic
integration, and environmental issues. It offers a multidisciplinary perspective relevant to
today’s political landscape. Miami University’s political science courses incorporate this
book to prepare students for careers in an interconnected world.
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  political science miami university: Miami University: Department of Political Science ,
Highlights the Department of Political Science at Miami University in Oxford, Ohio. Discusses the
undergraduate and graduate degree programs, upcoming events, student organizations, degree
requirements, and the curricula.
  political science miami university: The Unitary Executive and the Modern Presidency Ryan J.
Barilleaux, Christopher S. Kelley, 2010-04-07 During his first term in office, Pres. George W. Bush
made reference to the unitary executive ninety-five times, as part of signing statements,
proclamations, and executive orders. Pres. Barack Obama's actions continue to make issues of
executive power as timely as ever. Unitary executive theory stems from interpretation of the
constitutional assertion that the president is vested with the executive power of the United States. In
this groundbreaking collection of studies, eleven presidential scholars examine for the first time the
origins, development, use, and future of this theory. The Unitary Executive and the Modern
Presidency examines how the unitary executive theory became a recognized constitutional theory of
presidential authority, how it has evolved, how it has been employed by presidents of both parties,
and how its use has affected and been affected by U.S. politics. This book also examines the
constitutional, political, and even psychological impact of the last thirty years of turmoil in the
executive branch and the ways that controversy has altered both the exercise and the public’s view
of presidential power.
  political science miami university: Strategic Notes on Third Generation Gangs John P.
Sullivan, 2020-04-02 Strategic Notes on Third Generation Gangs builds upon the third generation
street gang (3Gen Gang) theory first articulated in a series of papers by John P. Sullivan in 1997.
From that foundation, Dr. Sullivan and Dr. Robert J. Bunker, editors of this volume, and others have
expanded that core to articulate the threat that sophisticated gangs with transnational reach and
political dimensions pose to community, national, and global security. This Small Wars Journal-El
Centro Anthology provides empirical depth to their theoretical perspective, bringing together
strategic notes and essays on third generation gangs and military-trained gang members with new
content assessing the theoretical and policy ramifications of both theory and reality on the ground. –
Dave Dilegge, SWJ Editor-in-Chief
  political science miami university: Tough Times for the President ,
  political science miami university: Emerging Trends and Methods in International Security
National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, Division of Behavioral and Social
Sciences and Education, Board on Behavioral, Cognitive, and Sensory Sciences, 2018-05-18
Beginning in October 2017, the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine
organized a set of workshops designed to gather information for the Decadal Survey of Social and
Behavioral Sciences for Applications to National Security. The second workshop focused on
emerging trends and methods in international security and this publication summarizes the
presentations and discussions from this workshop.
  political science miami university: New Approaches to Drug Policies Jonathan D. Rosen,
Marten W. Brienen, 2015-07-27 The US-led war on drugs has failed: drugs remain purer, cheaper
and more readily available than ever. Extreme levels of violence have also grown as drug traffickers
and organized criminals compete for control of territory. This book points towards a number of
crucial challenges, policy solutions and alternatives to the current drug strategies.
  political science miami university: DIRECTORY OF CORPORATE COUNSEL. , 2023
  political science miami university: Hatred of America's Presidents Lori Cox Han, 2018-06-15
This work examines expressions of personal hostility and animosity toward presidents-even beloved
ones-throughout American history and their impact on policymaking, politics, and culture. People
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involved or simply interested in politics often ask whether today's political environment is more toxic
than ever before. Hatred of America's Presidents: Personal Attacks on the White House from
Washington to Trump presents an impartial and authoritative history of invective toward the White
House so readers can determine the answer for themselves. The book focuses on the most
representative and commonplace attacks of a vitriolic and personal nature, detailing who instigated
and trafficked in the attacks and how presidents, administrations, and political parties defended
themselves. It also illustrates how honest disagreements about policy-such as FDR's New Deal,
Ronald Reagan's Central America policies, George W. Bush's invasion of Iraq, and Barack Obama's
Affordable Care Act-fueled expressions of hatred and condemnation. Finally, the book includes
perspectives from both the right and the left on the legitimacy of these attacks and the victims'
defenses as well as their impact on American politics and policy.
  political science miami university: Directory of Corporate Counsel, 2025 Edition In house,
  political science miami university: Asian Security in the Age of Globalization Lui Hebron,
2024-05-03 This book examines the security challenges and opportunities that the nation-states of
Asia confront in an era of globalization. With consideration of the increasingly border-less nature of
international relations via the integrative process of globalization, this book explores the emerging
threats to regional and national security in Asia. It looks beyond traditional military threats,
analysing non-traditional aspects of security including economic, social, environmental,
transnational, energy, health concerns and threats posed by organized-crime groups. Its approach is
organized both theoretically and, in a country-specific, case study form which provides
contemporary examples of the threats faced in the region. By acknowledging that contemporary
Asian security has become much more complex and complicated, it highlights the uncertainty and
instability that the nation-states of the Indo-Pacific region confront. Presenting both a globally
oriented and expanded vision of Asian security, this book is an excellent resource for scholars and
students of Asian Studies, International Relations and Global Studies.
  political science miami university: China’s New Role in African Politics Christof Hartmann,
Nele Noesselt, 2019-10-21 China's rise to global power status in recent decades has been
accompanied by deepening economic relationships with Africa, with the New Silk Road's extension
to Sub-Saharan Africa as the latest step, leading to much academic debate about the influence of
Chinese business in the continent. However, China's engagement with African states at the political
and diplomatic level has received less attention in the literature. This book investigates the impact of
Chinese policies on African politics, asking how China deals with political instability in Africa and in
turn how Africans perceive China to be helping or hindering political stability. While China officially
operates with a foreign policy strategy which conceives of Africa as one integrated monolithic area
(with the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) the flagship of inter-continental cooperation),
this book highlights the plurality of context-specific interaction patterns between China and African
elites, demonstrating how China's role and relevance has differently evolved according to whether
African countries are resource-rich and geostrategically important from the Chinese perspective or
not. By looking comparatively at a range of different country cases, the book aims to promote a more
thorough understanding of how China reacts to political stability and instability, and in which ways
the country contributes to domestic political dynamics and stability within African states. China’s
New Role in African Politics will be of interest to researchers from across Political Science,
International Relations, International Law and Economy, Security Studies, and African and Chinese
Studies. The Open Access version of this book, available at http://www.taylorfrancis.com, has been
made available under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives (CC-BY-ND)
4.0 license.
  political science miami university: Issues in Ghanas Electoral Politics A. Ninsin,
2016-12-29 Ghana attained independence in 1957. From 1992, when a new constitution came into
force and established a new democratic framework for governing the country, elections have been
organized every four years to choose the governing elites. The essays in this volume are about those
elections because elections give meaning to the role of citizens in democratic governance. The



chapters depart from the study of formal structures by which the electorate choose their
representatives. They evaluate the institutional forms that representation take in the Ghanaian
context, and study elections outside the specific institutional forms that according to democratic
theory are necessary for arriving at the nature of the relationships that are formed between the
voters and their representatives and the nature and quality of their contribution to the democratic
process.
  political science miami university: The Change Election David Magleby, 2011 A thorough
assessment of how the 2008 elections were financed and conducted.
  political science miami university: Directory of Corporate Counsel, 2024 Edition ,
  political science miami university: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1966
  political science miami university: Seeing the Bigger Picture Mark Sachleben, Kevan M.
Yenerall, 2004 Sachleben (political science, Western New England College) and Yenerall (political
science, Clarion U.) hope to tap into the appeal of movies and television in order to raise interest in
politics and illuminate features of contemporary political debates. Topically arranging their material
into chapters covering liberal and alternative ideologies, the American presidency, civil rights and
social justice, campaigns and elections, and war, the authors typically offer brief discussion of the
broad outlines of their topic, summarize some plots or plot points of movie or television show, and
then point towards its political relevance. Annotation 2004 Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
(booknews.com).
  political science miami university: Directory of American Fulbright Scholars , 1985
  political science miami university: Japan's Foreign Relations Robert S. Ozaki, 2019-03-07
After World War II, Japan reemerged in the arena of international relations as an almost exclusively
economic power without military might or territorial ambitions. Within some thirty years it
transformed itself from a semideveloped state to a technological superpower with an economy that
today is the second largest in the free world, next only to the United States, accounting for over 10
percent of total global production. The management of a rapidly growing industrial state with little
domestic supply of resources necessarily requires great skill in the difficult task of maintaining
sufficient access to overseas markets to sustain internal economic activity. Not surprisingly, then,
Japan's foreign relations from World War II to the present have been heavily conditioned by
economic considerations. This collection of original articles investigates how the economic growth of
Japan has affected the pattern of its foreign relations and where and to what extent economic
principles have had to be compromised for political, legal, cultural, or ideological reasons. The
contributors, experts on Japan's economy, politics, and foreign relations, analyze the state of Japan's
foreign relations with North America, the EC, Oceania, the Soviet Union, COMECON, China, ASEAN,
the Middle East, Latin America, Africa, Korea, and Taiwan, focusing on developments in the last
seven years and predicting likely trends in the 1980s.
  political science miami university: Polarization and US Foreign Policy Gordon M. Friedrichs,
Jordan Tama, 2024-06-27 Polarization in the United States has been on the rise for several decades.
In this context, few observers expect politics today to stop “at the water’s edge,” as the old cliché
goes. But key questions about the relationship between polarization and US foreign policy remain to
be fully answered. To what extent are American ideas about foreign policy now polarized along
partisan lines? How is polarization changing the foreign policy behavior of the US Congress and
President? And how is polarization altering the effectiveness of US foreign policy and influencing
America’s role in the world? This edited volume explores these questions and more, bringing
together existing knowledge as well as considering how the political dynamics and execution of US
foreign policy may evolve in the years ahead.
  political science miami university: The Oxford Companion to Comparative Politics Joel
Krieger, 2013 The two-volume Oxford Companion to Comparative Politics fills a gap in scholarship
on an increasingly important field within Political Science. Comparative Politics, the discipline
devoted to the politics of other countries or peoples, has been steadily gaining prominence as a field
of study, allowing politics to be viewed from a wider foundation than a concentration on domestic



affairs would permit. Comparativists apply various theories and concepts to analyze the similarities
and differences between political units, using the results of their research to develop causalities and
generalizations. Each of these theories and outcomes are thoroughly defined in the Companion, as
are major resultant conclusions, those comparativists who have influenced the field in significant
ways, and politicians whose administrations have shaped the evaluation of contrasting governments.
Approximately 200 revised and updated articles from the Oxford Companion to Politics of the World
would serve as a foundation for the set, while over 100 new entries would thoroughly examine the
field in a lasting, more theoretical than current-event-based, way. New entries cover such topics as
failed states, Grand Strategies, and Soft Power; important updates include such countries as China
and Afghanistan and issues like Capital Punishment, Gender and Politics, and Totalitarianism.
Country entries include the most significant nations to permit a focus on non time-sensitive analysis.
In addition, 25 1,000-word interpretive essays by notable figures analyze the discipline, its issues
and accomplishments. Collectively, entries promote deeper understanding of a field that is often
elusive to non-specialists.
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