
politics as usual sample
politics as usual sample serves as a representative example illustrating the typical patterns and
behaviors observed in everyday political processes and interactions. This concept often highlights
the recurring themes of power struggles, negotiation tactics, policy-making routines, and the
maintenance of status quo within political systems. Understanding a politics as usual sample
provides valuable insight into how political actors operate within established frameworks, often
prioritizing strategic interests over radical change. The examination of such samples can reveal the
underlying mechanics of governance, electoral strategies, and legislative conduct. This article delves
deeply into the definition, significance, and real-world implications of politics as usual samples,
while also exploring their role in shaping public perception and policy outcomes. Enhanced
comprehension of these typical political scenarios aids scholars, analysts, and citizens in recognizing
the dynamics at play in government and political institutions. The following sections will outline the
key aspects of politics as usual samples in detail.
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Understanding Politics as Usual Sample
The term politics as usual sample refers to typical instances or case studies that exemplify the
standard operations and interactions within political environments. These samples serve as
microcosms of the broader political landscape, showcasing how actors engage in negotiation,
compromise, and strategic maneuvering. They are instrumental in illustrating the routines that
govern political behavior, such as party politics, legislative bargaining, and electoral campaigning.
The concept emphasizes continuity and repetition in political conduct, often highlighting resistance
to change and preference for familiar processes.

Definition and Scope
A politics as usual sample is a specific example or scenario that demonstrates the habitual conduct
within political systems. It covers a wide range of political activities, from local government
meetings to national legislative sessions, where established procedures and norms dominate
decision-making. The scope of these samples includes formal institutions, informal networks, and the
interplay between elected officials, bureaucrats, lobbyists, and interest groups.



Importance in Political Analysis
Analyzing politics as usual samples is crucial for political scientists and analysts because it enables
the identification of patterns and predictability in political behavior. These samples help in
understanding why certain policies succeed or fail, how political alliances form, and the mechanisms
through which power is maintained. They also provide a framework for comparing different political
systems by examining the commonalities and variations in routine political conduct.

Key Characteristics of Politics as Usual
Politics as usual samples are distinguished by several defining features that characterize the
standard political environment. These characteristics highlight the nature of interactions, decision-
making processes, and the maintenance of institutional stability. Recognizing these traits is essential
for grasping the essence of routine politics and how they influence governance outcomes.

Incrementalism and Cautious Change
A prominent characteristic of politics as usual is incrementalism, where changes in policy or
governance occur gradually rather than through abrupt shifts. Political actors tend to prefer
cautious, step-by-step adjustments to avoid destabilizing existing power structures. This approach
fosters predictability but may also hinder significant reform.

Partisan Competition and Cooperation
Politics as usual involves a continuous interplay between partisan competition and cooperation.
While parties often compete vigorously to advance their agendas, they also engage in negotiation
and compromise to pass legislation and govern effectively. This dynamic balance shapes much of the
routine political activity.

Focus on Electoral Considerations
Electoral strategy is a key element in politics as usual samples. Politicians frequently prioritize
actions that enhance their chances of re-election, influencing policy choices and public statements.
Campaign cycles, voter demographics, and public opinion polls play significant roles in shaping
political behavior.

Institutional Norms and Procedures
The adherence to established rules, norms, and procedures is central to politics as usual. These
institutional frameworks ensure order and legitimacy in political processes but can also perpetuate
inertia and resistance to innovation.



Examples of Politics as Usual in Practice
Examining concrete examples of politics as usual samples provides a clearer understanding of how
typical political behaviors manifest in real-world situations. These examples span various levels of
government and types of political systems, illustrating the universal nature of routine political
conduct.

Legislative Bargaining in Congress
One classic example of politics as usual is the process of legislative bargaining in the United States
Congress. Lawmakers from different parties negotiate to modify bills, trade votes, and secure
benefits for their constituencies. This process often results in compromises that reflect the interests
of powerful stakeholders while maintaining legislative productivity.

Party Primaries and Candidate Selection
Party primaries serve as another politics as usual sample, where established party elites and
grassroots members interact to select candidates for general elections. The dynamics of candidate
endorsement, fundraising, and voter mobilization illustrate standard political competition and
strategic calculation.

Lobbying and Interest Group Influence
The role of lobbyists and interest groups in shaping policy outcomes exemplifies routine political
interaction. These actors engage with legislators and officials to advocate for specific interests, often
using established channels and relationships that typify politics as usual.

Routine Public Policy Debates
Regular public policy debates on issues such as healthcare, education, and taxation demonstrate
how politics as usual unfolds in the public arena. These debates often follow predictable patterns,
with parties reiterating established positions and employing familiar rhetorical strategies.

Implications for Policy and Governance
The persistence of politics as usual samples has significant implications for policy development and
governance effectiveness. Understanding these implications helps in assessing the strengths and
limitations of current political systems and identifying areas for potential reform.

Stability and Predictability
One positive implication of politics as usual is the stability and predictability it brings to governance.
Routine political processes ensure continuity, reduce uncertainty, and allow for orderly transitions of



power and policy implementation.

Resistance to Major Reforms
Conversely, politics as usual often leads to resistance against major reforms that could disrupt
existing power balances. Incremental changes may fall short of addressing systemic issues, resulting
in persistent challenges such as inequality, inefficiency, and public dissatisfaction.

Influence on Public Trust
The routine nature of politics as usual can affect public trust in political institutions. While
predictability may reassure some citizens, others may perceive politics as stagnant or unresponsive,
leading to cynicism and disengagement from the political process.

Impact on Policy Innovation
Politics as usual can constrain policy innovation by favoring established approaches and
discouraging experimentation. This dynamic may limit the ability of governments to adapt to new
challenges or incorporate novel solutions.

Critiques and Challenges to Politics as Usual
Despite its foundational role in political systems, politics as usual faces numerous critiques and
challenges. These criticisms focus on its limitations and the demand for more responsive, inclusive,
and transformative political practices.

Calls for Increased Transparency
Critics argue that politics as usual often lacks sufficient transparency, with decision-making
processes obscured by backroom negotiations and closed-door meetings. Calls for greater openness
aim to enhance accountability and public participation.

Demand for Greater Inclusivity
Another challenge to politics as usual is the push for inclusivity, ensuring that marginalized groups
have a meaningful voice in political affairs. Traditional political routines may exclude certain
populations, reinforcing inequalities.

Emergence of Populist Movements
Populist movements frequently arise in response to dissatisfaction with politics as usual, advocating
for radical changes and challenging established elites. These movements highlight the tensions



between routine political practices and popular demands for reform.

Technological Disruption
Advances in communication technology and social media have disrupted politics as usual by enabling
new forms of political engagement, campaigning, and mobilization. These changes challenge
traditional political routines and create opportunities for innovation.

List of Common Challenges to Politics as Usual

Lack of responsiveness to emerging social issues

Entrenchment of special interest influence

Slow pace of legislative and policy change

Public disengagement and voter apathy

Resistance to transparency and accountability reforms

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Politics as Usual' sample commonly used in music
production?
The 'Politics as Usual' sample refers to a vocal or instrumental snippet taken from the song 'Politics
as Usual' by Jay Electronica, often used by producers and artists to add a distinctive hip-hop flavor
to their tracks.

Which genre is the 'Politics as Usual' sample primarily
associated with?
The 'Politics as Usual' sample is primarily associated with hip-hop and rap music, reflecting the
genre's tradition of sampling classic tracks and spoken word pieces.

How do producers typically incorporate the 'Politics as Usual'
sample into their music?
Producers often loop, chop, or layer the 'Politics as Usual' sample with beats and other instrumental
elements to create a new soundscape that complements the lyrical content of their songs.



Are there any legal considerations when using the 'Politics as
Usual' sample?
Yes, using the 'Politics as Usual' sample requires clearing rights and obtaining permission from the
original copyright holders to avoid infringement issues.

Can the 'Politics as Usual' sample be found in popular songs?
Yes, various artists have incorporated the 'Politics as Usual' sample in their tracks, highlighting its
influence and popularity within the hip-hop community.

What makes the 'Politics as Usual' sample stand out in music
production?
Its distinct lyrical flow and unique instrumental elements make the 'Politics as Usual' sample a
compelling and recognizable piece, often evoking a certain mood or message in new compositions.

Where can musicians find the 'Politics as Usual' sample for
their projects?
Musicians can find the 'Politics as Usual' sample through authorized sample libraries, digital music
stores, or by extracting it directly from the original track, provided they have the proper licenses.

Additional Resources
1. Politics as Usual: What Lies Behind the Pro-Poor Rhetoric
This book by Thomas Pogge explores the discrepancies between the rhetoric of political elites and
their actual policies, particularly concerning global poverty. It critically examines how political
systems often maintain inequality under the guise of progress. The author argues for more genuine
political accountability and ethical reforms in international relations.

2. The Political Brain: The Role of Emotion in Deciding the Fate of the Nation
Drew Westen delves into the intersection of politics and psychology, highlighting how emotions
influence voter decisions more than facts. The book challenges traditional notions of rational
political behavior and emphasizes the power of emotional appeals in campaigns. It offers insights for
politicians and citizens alike on understanding political communication.

3. Political Order and Political Decay: From the Industrial Revolution to the Globalization of
Democracy
Francis Fukuyama traces the development of political institutions from the 18th century to the
present. He discusses how states build capacity, create rule of law, and develop accountability, while
also addressing the causes of political decay. The work provides a comprehensive overview of how
political systems evolve and sometimes falter.

4. Democracy in America
Alexis de Tocqueville’s classic analysis of American political culture remains a foundational text in
understanding democracy. He explores the strengths and weaknesses of democratic governance and



the social dynamics that sustain it. The book offers timeless insights into the balance between liberty
and equality.

5. Manufacturing Consent: The Political Economy of the Mass Media
Noam Chomsky and Edward S. Herman investigate how mass media serve political and economic
elites by shaping public opinion. They introduce the propaganda model, illustrating the filters that
influence news content. The book is a critical resource for understanding media bias and its impact
on democracy.

6. The Origins of Political Order: From Prehuman Times to the French Revolution
Francis Fukuyama explores the emergence of political institutions throughout history, focusing on
the development of states, rule of law, and accountable government. The book offers a broad
historical perspective on how political order is established and maintained. It is essential reading for
those interested in political theory and history.

7. Why Nations Go to War
John G. Stoessinger examines the causes of war from a political perspective, analyzing case studies
to identify recurring patterns. The book investigates the roles of leaders, nations, and international
organizations in conflict. It provides a comprehensive understanding of the complexities underlying
political violence.

8. The Prince
Niccolò Machiavelli’s seminal work on political power and strategy offers pragmatic advice for rulers
seeking to maintain authority. The book is often interpreted as a guide to realpolitik, emphasizing
the sometimes ruthless nature of political leadership. It remains influential in both political theory
and practice.

9. Capitalism and Freedom
Milton Friedman argues for the inseparability of economic freedom and political freedom. The book
advocates for limited government intervention and the promotion of free markets as a means to
achieve political liberty. It has been a significant influence on economic policy and political thought
worldwide.
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  politics as usual sample: Politics as Usual Michael Margolis, David Resnick, 2000-01-24
Cyberspace is no longer a mystery. It has become irrevocably intertwined with everyday life,
facilitating everything from reading the news and paying the bills to ordering birthday presents. We
are in the midst of a revolution in mass communication, and there now exists the technology for
creating new forms of community, empowering citizens, and challenging existing power structures.
But will such changes occur? In this fascinating book Michael Margolis and David Resnick ponder
the effects of cyberspace on American Politics. Our political system tends to normalize political
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activity, and thus, the Internet′s vast potential could be lost, rendering it just another purveyor of
ignored information. This broad examination begins with a history of cyberspace and moves through
discussions of parties, political interest groups, candidates, mass media, information dissemination,
and commercial uses of the Internet. Politics as Usual offers an innovative and exciting look into
previously ignored aspects of the Internet and American politics.
  politics as usual sample: Research Methods in Politics Wyn Grant, 2008-06-17 The second
edition of this popular text provides a comprehensive introduction to the main research methods
employed in the study of politics and assessment of their strengths and limitations and of ethical
issues in research. It has been revised and updated throughout, and a new chapter considers the
relationship between research and policy.
  politics as usual sample: Politics Ian Budge, 2019-05-20 This comprehensive introduction to
politics provides an essential template for assessing the health and workings of present day
democracy by exploring how democratic processes bring public policy into line with popular
preferences. Incorporating the latest findings from Big Data across the world, it provides a crucial
framework showing students how to deploy these for themselves, providing straightforward,
practical orientation to the scope and methods of modern political science. Key features: Everyday
politics is explained through concrete applications to democracies across the world; Predictive
theories illuminate what goes on at various levels of democracy; Outlines - in easy to understand
terms - the basic statistical approaches that enable empirically-informed analysis; Rich textual
features include chapter summaries, reviews, key points, illustrative briefings, key concepts, project
and essay suggestions, relevant reading all clearly explained in ‘How to Use This Book’; Provides a
firm basis for institutional and normative approaches to democratic politics; Concluding section
reviews other approaches to explaining politics, assessing their strengths and weaknesses. Politics is
an essential resource for students of political science and of key interest to economics, public policy
analysis and more broadly the social sciences.
  politics as usual sample: Politics and the Sciences of Culture in Germany, 1840-1920 Woodruff
D. Smith, 1991-06-20 Examining the ways in which politics and ideology stimulate and shape
changes in human science, this book focuses on the cultural sciences in nineteenth and early
twentieth-century Germany. The book argues that many of the most important theoretical directions
in German cultural science had their origins in a process by which a general pattern of social
scientific thinking, one that was closely connected to political liberalism and dominant in Germany
(and elsewhere) before the mid-nineteenth century, fragmented in the face of the political troubles
of German liberalism after that time. Some liberal social scientists who wanted to repair both
liberalism and the liberal theoretical pattern, and others who wanted to replace them with
something more conservative, turned to the concept of culture as the focus of their intellectual
endeavors. Later generations of intellectuals repeated the process, motivated in large part by the
experiences of liberalism as a political movement in the German Empire. Within this framework, the
book discusses the formation of diffusionism in German anthropology, Friedrich Ratzel's theory of
Lebensraum, folk psychology, historical economics, and cultural history. It also relates these
developments to German imperialism, the rise of radical nationalism, and the upheaval in German
social science at the turn of the century.
  politics as usual sample: The End of Class Politics? Geoffrey Evans, 1999 The last few decades
has seen a prolonged debate over the nature and importance of social class as a basis for ideology,
class voting and class politics. The prevailing assumption is that, in western societies, class
inequalities are no longer important in determining political behaviour. In The End of Class Politics?
leading scholars from the US, UK and Europe argue that the evidence on which the assumptions
about the decline importance of class is based is unfounded. Instead, the book argues that the class
basis of political competition has to some degree evolved, but not declined. Furthermore, the social
basis of political competition and sweeping claims about the new politics of postindustrial society
need to be re-examined.
  politics as usual sample: The Performance of Politics Jeffrey C. Alexander, 2010-11-01



Contemporary observers of politics in America often reduce democracy to demography. Whatever
portion of the vote not explained by the class, gender, race, and religious differences of voters is
attributed to the candidates' positions on the issues of the day. But are these the only--or even the
main--factors that determine the vote? The Performance of Politics develops a new way of looking at
democratic struggles for power, explaining what happened, and why, during the 2008 presidential
campaign in the United States. Drawing on vivid examples taken from a range of media coverage,
participant observation at a Camp Obama, and interviews with leading political journalists, Jeffrey
Alexander argues that images, emotion, and performance are the central features of the battle for
power. While these features have been largely overlooked by pundits, they are, in fact, the primary
foci of politicians and their staff. Obama and McCain painstakingly constructed heroic self-images
for their campaigns and the successful projections of those images suffused not only each
candidate's actual rallies, and not only their media messages, but also the ground game. Money and
organization facilitate the ground game, but they do not determine it. Emotion, images, and
performance do. Though an untested senator and the underdog in his own party, Obama succeeded
in casting himself as the hero--and McCain the anti-hero--and the only candidate fit to lead in
challenging times. Illuminating the drama of Obama's celebrity, the effect of Sarah Palin on the race,
and the impact of the emerging financial crisis, Alexander's engaging narrative marries the
immediacy and excitement of the final months of this historic presidential campaign with a new
understanding of how politics work.
  politics as usual sample: Genomic Politics Jennifer Hochschild, 2021-08-03 In More Science,
Less Fear?, Jennifer Hochschild shows how the fraught politics of genomics is unfolding in American
life. She focuses on genetically modified medicines that target African Americans, DNA evidence in
the criminal justice system, the ancestry craze, and genetic tests in prenatal exams. She finds that
contending camps differ in how they answer two questions: How significant are genetic factors in
explaining human traits and behaviors? And, what is the right balance between risk acceptance and
risk avoidance? Hochschild develops solutions that can reduce the ideological heat and more closely
align the use of genomics with democracy.
  politics as usual sample: Reorganizing Popular Politics Ruth Berins Collier, Samuel Handlin,
2015-10-29 A historic shift has occurred in the organizational structures through which the lower
classes in Latin America express voice and find political representation. With the political and
economic reforms of the 1980s and 1990s, networks of community-based associations and
nongovernmental organizations replaced party-affiliated labor unions as the predominant
organizations to which the lower classes turned. This volume examines the new “interest regime” in
Argentina, Chile, Peru, and Venezuela through two extensive surveys—one of individuals and one of
associations—undertaken in those nations’ capital cities. Contrary to common perceptions, the new
interest regime is neither a vibrant, autonomous civil society nor a set of weak, atomized
organizations. Participation in associations is generally high, compared to “direct action” as a
strategy for pursuing collective interests, and associations more frequently coordinate and engage
the state than has sometimes been assumed. However, various forms of interaction with the state
pose a classic trade-off between representation and state control, and the new interest regime is
marked by representational distortion, in that the lower classes are less likely to use the new
structures than the middle classes. Within these general patterns, distinct national models are
emerging. This volume represents the most ambitious and systematic effort to date to examine
individual participation and associational life in Latin America and to carry out a cross-national
analysis of new forms of political representation.
  politics as usual sample: Generations and Politics M. Kent Jennings, Richard G. Niemi,
2014-07-14 Kent Jennings and Richard Nieini arc recognized widely for their 1965 study of the
development of political attitudes and behavior among a large, nationally representative sample of
high school seniors and their parents (The Political Character of Adolescence, Princeton). Now they
present the results of a follow-up study of these same individuals in 1973 along with a fresh study of
1973 high school seniors. Spanning a dramatic eight-year historical period and an important



transitional phase in the life cycle of the younger generation, this material provides a unique
opportunity to assess the development of political attitudes and participation. Originally published in
1981. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make
available previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press.
These editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable
paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase
access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton
University Press since its founding in 1905.
  politics as usual sample: Renewing Presidential Politics Bruce Buchanan, 1996 Do we get the
best presidential candidates to run and elect the presidents we deserve as a nation? If not, why not?
Could it have something to do with the quality of campaigns in American politics today? Noted
presidential scholar Bruce Buchanan puts the 1996 presidential election campaign in context with
the campaigns of 1988 and 1992, making the case that 'good' campaigns--especially those with
issue-oriented media coverage and positive campaign advertisements--do make a difference in the
quality and quantity of citizen participation, policy input and output, and overall good governance.
Perfect for college courses on campaigns and elections and on the presidency, this book looks ahead
to future election campaigns with a hope for creating a nation of 'citizen owners and lovers' of the
political process, not to mention candidates and media coverage worthy of citizen involvement and
attention.
  politics as usual sample: Democratic Defence as Normal Politics Angela K. Bourne,
2024-09-21 Populist parties in Europe attract many more votes than they did just a few decades ago
and are now much more likely to govern. They have also become key players in the international
sphere. At the same time, the relationship between democracy and populism is subject to substantial
scholarly and public debate. This raises questions about opposition to this controversial set of
political actors: do opponents favour the use of rights-restricting and exclusionary repertoires
typical of ‘militant democracy’ responses to anti- democratic or extremist parties? Or do opponents
favour the ordinary, persuasive and sometimes inclusive strategies more typical of the daily conduct
of liberal democratic politics? To what extent is opposition conceived of as democratic defence? How
do strategies vary among countries and in relation to different types of populist parties? How do
international and transnational actors respond? Addressing these questions, the book presents new
research mapping opposition to the Hungarian Civic Alliance (Fidesz), Law and Justice in Poland,
Alternative for Germany, League and Five Start Movement in Italy, Podemos and Vox in Spain, the
Sweden Democrats and the Danish People’s Party. It argues that opposition to populist parties in
contemporary Europe is, in most cases, best conceived of as democratic defence as normal politics.
That is, while there is no direct link between populism and a decline in democratic quality, critical
claims justifying acts of opposition often problematise populist parties as threats to liberal
democratic principles and values. At the same time, opponents are more likely to respond to populist
parties using the repertoires of normal politics – or strategies typically employed against less
controversial groupings – than the exceptional, rights-restricting instruments typically used against
extremists. The case of Alternative for Germany, in which exceptional politics continues to guide
much opposition, remains a case apart.
  politics as usual sample: Public opinion polls and British politics Richard
Hodder-Williams, 2022-10-15 First published in 1970 Public opinion polls and British politics
provides an introductory guide to political polling in Britain. The book describes the polling
organizations themselves, their sampling methods, and some of the general problems encountered in
survey work. A distinction is drawn between polls concerned with voting intentions (predictive polls)
and polls concerned with the expression of opinion (opinion polls), and problems of interpretation in
each are discussed. Public opinion polls are then considered in the context of British politics – firstly
their relationship with the general principles of representative democracy, and secondly their effect
on the practice of politics. Finally, a word of caution is sounded against taking the polls too seriously
as accurate indicators of the thinking of the British electorate and also against treating the



implications of their potential uses too lightly. This book is a must read for students of British
politics, election studies and political science.
  politics as usual sample: Religion and Politics John T. S. Madeley, 2019-07-15 This title was
first published in 2003. This subject area of this work cross-cuts conventional sub-disciplinary
boundaries in the study of comparative politics. Connections between religion and and politics can
be identified in all of the thematic areas covered by the articles within.
  politics as usual sample: Social Media and Politics in Central and Eastern Europe Paweł
Surowiec, Václav Štětka, 2017-09-05 Social media are increasingly revolutionising the ways in which
political communication works, and their importance for engaging citizens in politics and public
affairs is well understood by political actors. This book surveys current developments in social media
and politics in a range of Central and Eastern European countries, including Ukraine and Russia. It
explores the process of adoption of social media by politicians, journalists and civic activists,
examines the impact of the different social and cultural backgrounds of the countries studied, and
discusses specific political situations, such as the 2012 protests in Moscow and the 2014
EuroMaidan events in Ukraine, where social media played an important role. The book concludes by
addressing how the relationship between social media and politics is likely to develop and how it
might affect the still relatively new democracies in the region.
  politics as usual sample: Politics, Markets, and Congressional Policy Choices Peter M.
VanDoren, 1991 Explores Congress's role in affecting market performance
  politics as usual sample: Negroes and the New Southern Politics Donald R. Matthews, James
Warren Prothro, James W. Prothro, 1966
  politics as usual sample: The Science and Politics of I.q. L. J. Kamin, 2012-11-12 Published in
1974, The Science and Politics of I.q. is a valuable contribution to the field of Education.
  politics as usual sample: Nasty Politics Thomas Zeitzoff, 2023 A novel explanation for why
politicians insult, accuse, and threaten their opponents, even though voters say they don't like it.
Why do politicians engage in nasty politics? Why do they use insult, accusations, intimidation, and in
rare cases violence against their domestic political opponents? In Nasty Politics, Thomas Zeitzoff
answers these questions by examining this global political trend in the US, Ukraine, and Israel and
looking at how key leaders such as Trump, Zelensky, and Netanyahu use it. Drawing on surveys,
case studies, in-depth interviews, databases of nasty politics, and large social media datasets,
Zeitzoff shows that across all three countries, the public generally doesn't like nasty politics and it
increases the threat of political violence. But it can also be a way to signal toughness to voters,
which is especially important in threatening times. Featuring a powerful theory of why nastiness
takes hold in democratic polities, Nasty Politics highlights how it influences the kinds of politicians
who run for office and deepens our understanding for why so many politicians now rely on outsized
anger and withering insults for political gain.
  politics as usual sample: The Politics of Language : Conflict, Identity, and Cultural
Pluralism in Comparative Perspective Carol L. Schmid Professor of Sociology Guilford Technical
Community College, 2001-04-03 Important aspects of the history of language in the United States
remain shrouded in myth and legend. The notion of one nation, one language is part of the idealized
history of the United States, although in its short history it has probably been host to more bilingual
people than any other country in the world. Language is more than a means of communication. It
brings into play an entire range of experiences and attitudes toward life. Furthermore, language is a
potent symbolic issue because it links power and political claims of ownership with psychological
demands for group worth. How people belonging to different language and cultural communities live
together in the same political community and how political and structural tensions arise to divide
them along language lines, are questions addressed in The Politics of Language. This book analyzes
the historical background and recent controversy over language in the United States and compares
it to two official multilingual societies: Canada and Switzerland. It's accessibility as a survey of this
topic makes it ideal for courses in linguistics, political science, and sociology.
  politics as usual sample: Black Feminist Voices in Politics Evelyn M. Simien, 2012-02-01 In



Black Feminist Voices in Politics, Evelyn M. Simien charts a course for black women's studies in
political science. Examining the simultaneous effects of race and gender on political behavior,
Simien uses a national telephone survey sample of the adult African American population to discover
the extent to which black women and men support black feminist tenets. At the heart of this book
are answers to such questions as: How does the absence of black feminist voices impair our
understanding of group consciousness? What factors make individuals more or less likely to adopt
black feminist views? Are men just as likely as women to support black feminist tenets? Simien
analyzes the survey data, responds to limitations of existing research, and addresses critical
questions that many black academics, intellectuals, and activists have devoted significant energy to
debating without much empirical evidence.
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