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political science u of t represents one of the most prestigious and comprehensive programs in
Canada, offering students an in-depth exploration of political theories, institutions, and global political
dynamics. As part of the University of Toronto, the political science department provides rigorous
academic training, diverse research opportunities, and access to leading scholars in the field. The
program attracts students interested in understanding government systems, international relations,
political behavior, and public policy. This article delves into the structure of the political science u of t
program, its academic offerings, research strengths, career pathways for graduates, and student life
within the department. Whether prospective students or academic professionals, readers will gain
valuable insights into what makes political science at the University of Toronto a top choice for higher
education in political studies.
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Overview of the Political Science Program at U of T

The political science u of t program is housed within the Faculty of Arts and Science and is recognized
for its interdisciplinary and comprehensive approach to the study of politics. Established with a
commitment to academic excellence, the program offers undergraduate, graduate, and doctoral
degrees that emphasize both theoretical and empirical analysis. The department's reputation is
supported by its commitment to fostering critical thinking, analytical skills, and research capabilities
among students.

Program Reputation and Rankings

The University of Toronto’s political science department consistently ranks among the top political
science programs nationally and internationally. The program's strong emphasis on research, diverse
course offerings, and distinguished faculty contribute to its high standing. Students benefit from a
learning environment that combines theoretical rigor with practical understanding of political
systems.



Campus and Facilities

Located primarily at the St. George campus, the political science department offers state-of-the-art
facilities including seminar rooms, research centers, and access to extensive academic resources. The
university’s libraries and digital archives provide students with ample materials to support their
studies and research projects.

Academic Curriculum and Specializations

The curriculum within political science u of t is designed to provide foundational knowledge while
allowing students to specialize in various subfields of political science. The program blends core
courses with electives that cover a variety of themes and methodologies.

Core Courses

Students engage with core topics such as political theory, comparative politics, international relations,
Canadian politics, and research methods. These courses establish a solid base of knowledge essential
for advanced study and professional application.

Specialization Areas

The program offers several specialization tracks allowing students to tailor their studies according to
their interests and career goals. Main areas include:

Comparative Politics: Analyzing political systems and behavior across different countries.

International Relations: Studying global politics, diplomacy, and international organizations.

Political Theory: Exploring normative questions about justice, democracy, and political ethics.

Canadian Politics: Focused studies on federal, provincial, and local government structures and
policies.

Public Policy and Administration: Examining policy development, implementation, and
governance.

Graduate and Doctoral Programs



Beyond undergraduate studies, political science u of t offers graduate programs including Master of
Arts (MA) and Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) degrees. These advanced programs emphasize original
research, theory development, and methodological expertise, preparing students for academic
careers or high-level policy roles.

Faculty and Research Excellence

The political science department at U of T is supported by a diverse faculty distinguished in various
subfields of political science. Faculty members contribute to academic knowledge through research,
publications, and participation in global political discourse.

Research Centers and Initiatives

The department hosts several research centers focusing on issues such as democracy, governance,
security, and human rights. These centers provide opportunities for collaborative projects,
conferences, and public lectures that enrich the academic environment.

Faculty Expertise

Professors and researchers bring expertise in areas such as electoral systems, political economy,
international law, conflict resolution, and political philosophy. Their work often influences policy-
making and contributes to public debates, enhancing the relevance of political science u of t both
within and beyond academia.

Career Opportunities and Alumni Network

Graduates of the political science u of t program are well-equipped to pursue careers in a wide range
of fields, including government, international organizations, non-profits, academia, journalism, and
the private sector. The program’s comprehensive training in research, analysis, and communication
skills is highly valued by employers.

Career Paths

Typical career trajectories for political science graduates include:

Public Policy Analyst1.

Diplomat or Foreign Service Officer2.



Political Consultant or Campaign Manager3.

Researcher or Academic4.

Journalist or Media Analyst5.

Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) Specialist6.

Alumni Impact

The university maintains an extensive alumni network that supports current students through
mentorship, internships, and networking events. Many graduates hold influential positions in
Canadian and international politics, contributing to the program’s prestige and ongoing success.

Student Life and Extracurricular Activities

Political science u of t students benefit from a vibrant campus life that complements their academic
pursuits. The department encourages engagement through clubs, organizations, and events that
foster a deeper understanding of political processes and community involvement.

Student Organizations

Numerous student-led groups focus on political debates, model United Nations, international affairs,
and social justice. These organizations provide platforms for leadership development and experiential
learning beyond the classroom.

Workshops and Speaker Series

The department regularly hosts workshops, guest lectures, and panel discussions featuring
policymakers, academics, and practitioners. These events allow students to connect with experts and
stay informed on current political issues.

Frequently Asked Questions

What programs are offered by the Political Science



department at the University of Toronto?
The University of Toronto's Political Science department offers undergraduate programs including a
Bachelor of Arts in Political Science, as well as graduate programs such as Master's and PhD degrees
in Political Science.

How does the University of Toronto rank for Political Science
studies?
The University of Toronto is consistently ranked among the top universities globally for Political
Science, known for its rigorous academic programs, distinguished faculty, and research opportunities.

What research areas are emphasized in the Political Science
department at U of T?
The Political Science department at U of T focuses on various research areas including Canadian
politics, international relations, political theory, comparative politics, and public policy analysis.

Are there any student clubs or organizations related to
Political Science at the University of Toronto?
Yes, students can join several clubs such as the Political Science Students' Union and Model United
Nations groups, which provide networking, professional development, and extracurricular
opportunities related to politics and international affairs.

What career opportunities can a Political Science degree from
U of T lead to?
Graduates with a Political Science degree from the University of Toronto often pursue careers in
government, public policy, international organizations, law, journalism, academia, and non-profit
sectors.

Additional Resources
1. Politics in Canada: Culture, Institutions, Behavior and Public Policy
This comprehensive book explores the Canadian political system, delving into its institutions, political
culture, and public policies. It provides an in-depth look at federalism, electoral systems, and political
behavior in Canada. Ideal for understanding the unique aspects of Canadian governance and political
dynamics.

2. Comparative Politics: Integrating Theories, Methods, and Cases
This text offers a thorough introduction to comparative politics, blending theoretical frameworks with
empirical case studies. It covers diverse political systems and institutions worldwide, helping readers
analyze and compare political phenomena. The book is widely used in political science courses at the
University of Toronto.

3. Democracy and Its Critics



Written by Robert A. Dahl, this influential work examines the principles and challenges of democratic
governance. Dahl discusses the strengths and weaknesses of democracy and addresses criticisms
from various perspectives. The book encourages critical thinking about democratic theory and
practice.

4. Global Politics
Focusing on international relations and global political issues, this book addresses topics such as
globalization, conflict, and cooperation among states. It integrates theory and real-world examples to
explore how global politics shape national policies. A valuable resource for students interested in
international affairs.

5. The Canadian Regime: An Introduction to Parliamentary Government in Canada
This title provides a detailed overview of Canada’s parliamentary system, including its history,
structure, and functioning. It examines the roles of key political actors and institutions, such as the
Prime Minister, Cabinet, and Parliament. The book is essential for understanding Canada’s political
regime.

6. Political Theory: An Introduction
This introductory book surveys major political theories and thinkers, from classical to contemporary. It
helps readers grasp fundamental concepts like justice, liberty, and power, and their application in
political contexts. The text is well-suited for students beginning their study of political philosophy.

7. Public Policy in Canada: An Introduction
Exploring the policy-making process, this book analyzes how public policies are formulated,
implemented, and evaluated in Canada. It covers various policy areas, including health, education,
and the environment. The text offers insights into the complexities of governance and policy
challenges.

8. The Politics of Inequality: Wealth and Power in Canadian Society
This book investigates the distribution of wealth and power within Canadian society and its political
implications. It examines social stratification, economic disparities, and their effects on political
participation and policy. The work is critical for understanding issues of social justice in Canada.

9. Introduction to Political Economy
Combining economics and political science, this book explores how political forces influence economic
policies and outcomes. It covers topics such as market regulation, government intervention, and
economic development. The text is valuable for those interested in the intersection of politics and
economics.
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Mulroney and Jean Chrétien radically altered the structure and functions of the federal government,
first by signing and implementing major trade liberalization projects, and then by cutting back the
size of their governments' budgets and the scope of their policies. Uncle Sam and Us analyzes the
Mulroney-Chrétien era's impact on Canadian governance through two related factors, globalization
from without and neoconservatism from within. Stephen Clarkson begins his study by
conceptualizing the present Canadian state as a five-tiered, nested system stretching from the
municipal and provincial levels, through the federal government, and on to the new continental and
global spheres of governance: in effect, he argues, the North American Free Trade Agreement and
the World Trade Organization have added a 'supraconstitution' to Canada's existing institutions. His
analysis concerns the changes that have occurred not just in the federal government, but in
provincial and municipal governance as well. The impact of globalization and neoconservatism is
examined extensively in the second part of Clarkson's study, which examines how the functions of
the Canadian state have altered. Clarkson addresses the changes in a number of policy areas such as
macro and monetary policy, regulatory, industrial, and trade policy, as well as social, labour,
environmental, cultural, and foreign policy. In linking external forces and internal factors in his
analysis, Clarkson brings together separate aspects of the Canadian state into a comprehensive
understanding of the current Canadian political climate. He combines a global knowledge of the
international political economy with a micro concern for detailed analyses of policy issues, and
concludes that the responsibility for Canada's predicament lies less with external forces, than with
Canadians and the governments they elected. He ends with a hopeful look into the future, pointing
towards a realization of the shortcomings of neoconservative globalization, and the expectation of a
new governing paradigm. Co-published with Woodrow Wilson Center Press
  political science u of t: The Comparative Turn in Canadian Political Science Linda White,
Richard Simeon, Robert Vipond, Jennifer Wallner, 2009-01-01 Over the past decade, the study of
Canadian politics has changed profoundly. The introspective, insular, and largely atheoretical style
that informed Canadian political science for most of the postwar period has given way to a deeper
engagement with, and integration into, the global field of comparative politics. This volume is the
first sustained attempt to describe, analyze, and assess the “comparative turn” in Canadian political
science. Canada’s engagement with comparative politics is examined with a focus on three central
questions: In what ways, and how successfully, have Canadian scholars contributed to the study of
comparative politics? How does study of the Canadian case advance the comparative discipline?
Finally, can Canadian practice and policy be reproduced in other countries?
  political science u of t: Alumni Directory of the University of Chicago, 1861-1906
University of Chicago, 1906
  political science u of t: The Rotarian , 1967-10 Established in 1911, The Rotarian is the
official magazine of Rotary International and is circulated worldwide. Each issue contains feature
articles, columns, and departments about, or of interest to, Rotarians. Seventeen Nobel Prize
winners and 19 Pulitzer Prize winners – from Mahatma Ghandi to Kurt Vonnegut Jr. – have written
for the magazine.
  political science u of t: The ... Annual Meeting at ... Association of Urban Universities, 1915
  political science u of t: Sustainable Development and Higher Education Institutions
Göran Finnveden, Leendert Verhoef, Julie Newman, 2020-03-16 Higher education institutions (HEIs)
have a unique role and responsibility for the future and for driving the development of a sustainable
society. HEIs are charged with the task of fostering sustainability in the leaders of tomorrow,
developing solutions and methods for addressing a sustainable future and ensuring that knowledge
is contributed to society. HEIs must also ensure that their everyday operations and practices are
consistent with a sustainable future, and that they work toward holistically integrating sustainability
into both the mission of a university and its daily tasks. This Special Issue builds on papers
presented during the 2018 International Sustainable Campus Network Conference and also includes
other contributions. The articles reflect the many aspects of sustainability in higher education
institutions and illustrate innovation in approach, outcomes, and impact. The papers cover a range of



perspectives on sustainability both on and around campuses. These include organization and
management issues, networking and city partnership themes, and metrics and indicators related to
sustainable development goals. The Special Issue also includes papers on education, student
involvement, and gender issues. Select articles include results from surveys and desktop research;
others depict approaches on experimentation, living labs, and action research.
  political science u of t: Constitutional Crossroads Kate Puddister, Emmett Macfarlane,
2022-12-01 Four decades have passed since the adoption of the Constitution Act, 1982. Now it is
time to assess its legacy. As Constitutional Crossroads makes clear, the 1982 constitutional package
raises a host of questions about a number of important issues, including identity and pluralism, the
scope and limits of rights, competing constitutional visions, the relationship between the state and
Indigenous peoples, and the nature of constitutional change. This collection brings together an
impressive assembly of established and rising stars of political science and law, who not only provide
a robust account of the 1982 reform but also analyze the ensuing scholarship that has shaped our
understanding of the Constitution. Contributors bypass historical description to offer reflective
analyses of different aspects of Canada’s constitution as it is understood in the twenty-first century.
With a focus on the themes of rights, reconciliation, and constitutional change, Constitutional
Crossroads provides profound insights into institutional relationships, public policy, and the state of
the fields of law and politics.
  political science u of t: The University of Toronto Martin L. Friedland, 2013-06-17 The
University of Toronto is Canada’s leading university and one of Canada’s most important cultural
and scientific institutions. In this history of the University from its origin as King’s College in 1827 to
the present, Martin Friedland brings personalities, events, and changing visions and ideas into a
remarkable synthesis. His scholarly yet highly readable account presents colourful presidents,
professors, and students, notable intellectual figures from Daniel Wilson to Northrop Frye and
Marshall McLuhan, and dramatic turning points such as the admission of women in the 1880s, the
University College fire of 1890, the discovery of insulin, involvement in the two world wars, the
student protests of the 1960s, and the successful renewal of the 1980s and 1990s. Friedland draws
on archival records, private diaries, oral interviews, and a vast body of secondary literature. He
draws also on his own experience of the University as a student in the 1950s and, later, as a faculty
member and dean of law who played a part in some of the critical developments he unfolds. The
history of the University of Toronto as recounted by Friedland is intimately connected with events
outside the University. The transition in Canadian society, for example, from early dependence on
Great Britain and fear of the United States to the present dominance of American culture and ideas
is mirrored in the University. There too can be seen the effects of the two world wars, the cold war,
and the Vietnam war. As Canadian society and culture have developed and changed, so too has the
University. The history of the University in a sense is the history of Canada.
  political science u of t: Toronto University Studies in Political Science , 1889
  political science u of t: Political Science Research in the Middle East and North Africa
Janine A. Clark, Francesco Cavatorta, 2018-07-20 In conducting political science research today,
one's methodology is of paramount concern. Yet, despite the obvious chasm between theory and
practice that all scholars experience in the field, there are no specific guidebooks on meeting the
methodological and ethical challenges that fieldwork presents. Political Science Research in the
Middle East and North Africa helps fill this vacuum, focusing specifically on doing research in the
one of the most important regions in contemporary world politics. Janine A. Clark and Francesco
Cavatorta have gathered together a large and diverse group of researchers who study the region
and focus on methodological lessons learned from their first hand experiences of employing a variety
of research methods while conducting fieldwork. The contributors also look at the challenges of
conducting field research in a variety of contexts, such as in areas of violence, and using research
methods such as interviewing and ethnography. This volume will therefore be an invaluable
companion book to more standard methods books and a useful tool, not just for Middle East
scholars, but for all researchers conducting research in complex settings.



  political science u of t: Political Leaders and Democratic Elections Kees Aarts, André
Blais, Hermann Schmitt, 2013-03-14 Based on extensive data sets from national election studies in
nine major democracies, this book brings together leading experts to assess the impact of political
leaders on voting patterns. This is the first major book-length treatment of the importance of
leaders' personality on the outcome of democratic elections.
  political science u of t: Encyclopedia of Critical Political Science Clyde W. Barrow,
2024-03-14 An indispensable and exemplary reference work, this Encyclopedia adeptly navigates the
multidisciplinary field of critical political science, providing a comprehensive overview of the
methods, approaches, concepts, scholars and journals that have come to influence the disciplineÕs
development over the last six decades.
  political science u of t: The Political Science of the Middle East Marc Lynch, Jillian
Schwedler, Sean L. Yom, 2022 A definitive overview of what political scientists are working on
within the Middle East and North Africa.The Arab Uprisings of 2011-12 catalyzed a new wave of
rigorous, deeply informed research on the politics of the Middle East and North Africa (MENA). In
The Political Science of the Middle East, Marc Lynch, Jillian Schwedler, and Sean Yom present the
definitive overview of this pathbreaking turn. This is a monumental stocktaking organized around a
singular theme: new theorizing from the MENA has advanced the frontiers of comparative politics
and international relations, and the close-range study of the region occupies a core place in
mainstream political science. Its dozen chapters cover an exhaustive array of topics, including
authoritarianism and democracy, contentious politics, regional security, military institutions, conflict
and violence, the political economy of development, Islamist movements, identity and sectarianism,
public opinion, migration, and local politics. For each of these topics, leading MENA experts and
specialists highlight innovative concepts, vibrant debates, diverse methodologies, and unexpected
findings. The result is an indispensable research primer, one that stands as a generational statement
from a regional subfield.
  political science u of t: The Oxford Handbook of Political Theory John S Dryzek, Bonnie
Honig, Anne Phillips, 2008-06-12 Oxford Handbooks of Political Science are the essential guide to
the state of political science today. With engaging contributions from 51 major international
scholars, the Oxford Handbook of Political Theory provides the key point of reference for anyone
working in political theory and beyond.
  political science u of t: Political Choice Matters Geoffrey Evans, Nan Dirk Graaf, 2013-03-28
Studies of the influence of class and religion on politics often point to their gradual decline as a
result of social change. Backed up by extensive evidence from 11 case studies and a 15-country
pooled analysis, the editors argue instead that the supply of choices by parties influences the extent
of class divisions: political choice matters.
  political science u of t: The Canadian Election Studies Mebs Kanji, Antoine Bilodeau, Thomas
J. Scotto, 2012-01-01 Why do Canadians vote the way they do? For more than forty years, the
primary objective of the ongoing Canadian Election Studies (CES) has been to investigate that
question. This volume brings together principal investigators of the Studies to document the history
of this impressive collection of surveys, examine what has been learned, and consider their future.
The wide-ranging collection of essays provides useful background and insights on the relevance of
the CES and lends perspective to the debate about where to steer the CES in the years ahead.
  political science u of t: Who's who in Canada Charles Whately Parker, Barnet M. Greene, 1912
  political science u of t: Annual Register University of Chicago, 1925
  political science u of t: The Oxford Handbook of Deliberative Democracy André Bächtiger,
John S. Dryzek, Jane Mansbridge, Mark E. Warren, 2018-08-23 Deliberative democracy has been one
of the main games in contemporary political theory for two decades, growing enormously in size and
importance in political science and many other disciplines. The Oxford Handbook of Deliberative
Democracy takes stock of deliberative democracy as a research field, in philosophy, in various
research programmes in the social sciences and law, and in political practice around the globe. It
provides a concise history of deliberative ideals in political thought and discusses their philosophical



origins. The Handbook locates deliberation in political systems with different spaces, publics, and
venues, including parliaments, courts, governance networks, protests, mini-publics, old and new
media, and everyday talk. It engages with practical applications, mapping deliberation as a reform
movement and as a device for conflict resolution, documenting the practice and study of deliberative
democracy around the world and in global governance.
  political science u of t: International Encyclopedia of Political Science Bertrand Badie,
Dirk Berg-Schlosser, Leonardo Morlino, 2011-09-07 Request a FREE 30-day online trial to this title
at www.sagepub.com/freetrial With entries from leading international scholars from around the
world, this eight-volume encyclopedia offers the widest possible coverage of key areas both
regionally and globally. The International Encyclopedia of Political Science provides a definitive,
comprehensive picture of all aspects of political life, recognizing the theoretical and cultural
pluralism of our approaches and including findings from the far corners of the world. The eight
volumes cover every field of politics, from political theory and methodology to political sociology,
comparative politics, public policies, and international relations. Entries are arranged in alphabetical
order, and a list of entries by subject area appears in the front of each volume for ease of use. The
encyclopedia contains a detailed index as well as extensive bibliographical references. Filling the
need for an exhaustive overview of the empirical findings and reflections on politics, this reference
resource is suited for undergraduate or graduate students who wish to be informed effectively and
quickly on their field of study, for scholars seeking information on relevant research findings in their
area of specialization or in related fields, and for lay readers who may lack a formal background in
political science but have an interest in the field nonetheless. The International Encyclopedia of
Political Science provides an essential, authoritative guide to the state of political science at the
start of the 21st century and for decades to come, making it an invaluable resource for a global
readership, including researchers, students, citizens, and policy makers. The encyclopedia was
developed in partnership with the International Political Science Association. Key Themes: Case and
Area Studies Comparative Politics, Theory, and Methods Democracy and Democratization Economics
Epistemological Foundations Equality and Inequality Gender and Race/Ethnicity International
Relations Local Government Peace, War, and Conflict Resolution People and Organizations Political
Economy Political Parties Political Sociology Public Policy and Administration Qualitative Methods
Quantitative Methods Religion
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