
politics of aristotle
politics of aristotle represents one of the foundational works in classical
political philosophy, offering profound insights into the nature of the
state, governance, justice, and citizenship. Aristotle’s exploration of
political systems goes beyond mere description, delving into the purposes and
functions of different forms of government. His ideas have significantly
influenced Western political thought, laying the groundwork for modern
democratic theory and the study of political ethics. This article will
examine the core principles of Aristotle’s political philosophy, including
his classification of governments, the concept of the polis, his views on
citizenship and justice, and the relevance of his ideas in contemporary
politics. Through a detailed analysis, the politics of Aristotle reveals
enduring questions about power, authority, and the common good that remain
central to political discourse today.
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Aristotle’s Concept of the Polis
At the heart of the politics of Aristotle lies the concept of the polis, or
city-state, which he considers the highest form of human community. Aristotle
argues that the polis exists not merely for economic or defensive purposes
but to enable citizens to achieve the good life through virtuous living and
political participation. According to Aristotle, humans are "zoon
politikon"—political animals by nature—meaning that their full potential can
only be realized within a political community.

The Purpose of the Polis
Aristotle emphasizes that the polis exists to promote the ultimate good,
which he identifies as eudaimonia, often translated as happiness or
flourishing. This good life is attainable only through active engagement in
the political process and adherence to moral virtues. Unlike other
associations, such as families or villages, the polis is self-sufficient and
aims at the highest form of human good.



Naturalness of Political Association
In the politics of Aristotle, the formation of the polis is a natural
progression from smaller social units. He posits that individuals first come
together in families, then villages, and eventually city-states, reflecting
an inherent human tendency to seek community and order. This natural
development underscores Aristotle’s belief that political life is essential,
not artificial or imposed.

Classification of Governments
One of the most influential aspects of the politics of Aristotle is his
systematic classification of governments based on who rules and whether they
govern for the common interest or their own benefit. He categorizes political
systems into three correct forms and their corresponding deviant forms.

Correct Forms of Government
Aristotle identifies three legitimate types of governance:

Monarchy: Rule by one individual aimed at the common good.

Aristocracy: Rule by a few virtuous and capable individuals for the
benefit of all.

Polity: A constitutional government where many participate, focusing on
the welfare of the community.

Deviant Forms of Government
Corresponding to each correct form is a corrupt version that serves the
rulers' interests rather than the common good:

Tyranny: Corrupt monarchy where a single ruler governs selfishly.

Oligarchy: Rule by a wealthy few who prioritize their own interests.

Democracy: In Aristotle's usage, a form of mob rule where the poor
majority governs for its own benefit, often at the expense of the common
good.



Citizenship and Political Participation
In Aristotle’s political philosophy, the concept of citizenship is central to
the functioning of the polis. Citizenship involves active participation in
deliberative and judicial processes, and it is through this engagement that
individuals contribute to the governance and ethical character of the state.

Definition and Role of Citizens
Aristotle defines a citizen as someone who has the right to participate in
deliberation and decision-making concerning the governance of the polis.
Citizenship is not merely a legal status but an active role requiring virtue
and commitment to the community’s well-being.

Criteria for Citizenship
The politics of Aristotle reveals that citizenship was limited to free men
who were born to citizen parents and excluded women, slaves, and resident
foreigners. This exclusivity reflects the socio-political realities of
ancient Greece but also underscores Aristotle’s view that political
participation requires certain capacities and responsibilities.

Justice and the Common Good
Justice occupies a crucial place in the politics of Aristotle, where it is
understood as the principle that governs relationships within the polis and
ensures harmony and stability. Aristotle distinguishes between different
types of justice and links them to the idea of the common good.

Distributive and Corrective Justice
Aristotle differentiates between distributive justice, which concerns the
fair allocation of honors, wealth, and resources according to merit, and
corrective justice, which deals with rectifying wrongs in private
transactions. Both forms are essential to maintaining social order and trust.

Justice as a Political Virtue
For Aristotle, justice is more than legal fairness; it is a virtue that
reflects a commitment to the common good. A just polity is one where rulers
govern with the interest of the entire community in mind, balancing diverse
interests to promote collective well-being.



Legacy and Influence of Aristotle’s Political
Thought
The politics of Aristotle has had a lasting impact on political philosophy,
shaping debates about governance, democracy, and civic responsibility for
over two millennia. His analytical approach and ethical considerations
continue to inform contemporary discussions about the nature and purpose of
political institutions.

Influence on Western Political Theory
Aristotle’s classification of governments and emphasis on the common good
influenced Enlightenment thinkers and the development of constitutional
democracies. His ideas about mixed government and the importance of the
middle class remain relevant in modern political analysis.

Continued Relevance
Modern scholars and political theorists revisit the politics of Aristotle to
explore questions of justice, citizenship, and the role of virtue in public
life. His insights into the balance between individual rights and communal
responsibilities provide valuable perspectives in contemporary governance
debates.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Aristotle's Politics?
The central theme of Aristotle's Politics is the study of the nature,
purpose, and organization of the city-state (polis) and the best forms of
government to achieve the common good.

How does Aristotle define the ideal government in
Politics?
Aristotle defines the ideal government as a polity, a mixed regime combining
elements of democracy and oligarchy, which promotes the common good and
ensures stability and justice.

What are the main types of government according to
Aristotle?
Aristotle categorizes governments into three correct forms: monarchy (rule by
one), aristocracy (rule by few), and polity (rule by many), and their corrupt



counterparts: tyranny, oligarchy, and democracy (which he viewed as mob
rule).

How does Aristotle view the role of citizens in
politics?
Aristotle believes that active participation in politics is a fundamental
duty of citizens, as political engagement is essential for achieving virtue
and the common good.

What is Aristotle's concept of justice in Politics?
Aristotle's concept of justice involves distributive justice, where political
power and resources are distributed proportionally based on merit, and
corrective justice, which aims to rectify wrongs in private transactions.

How does Aristotle's Politics address the issue of
slavery?
Aristotle controversially argues that slavery is a natural institution in
some cases, claiming that some people are slaves by nature and suited to
serve, which reflects the historical context but is widely criticized today.

What is the significance of the middle class in
Aristotle's Politics?
Aristotle emphasizes the importance of a strong and large middle class for
political stability, as it helps prevent the extremes of wealth and poverty
that can lead to conflict and tyranny.

How does Aristotle's Politics influence modern
political theory?
Aristotle's Politics has profoundly influenced modern political theory by
introducing concepts like constitutional government, the role of the middle
class, and the importance of civic participation, laying groundwork for later
democratic ideas.

Additional Resources
1. Aristotle’s Politics: A Critical Guide
This book offers a comprehensive analysis of Aristotle’s *Politics*,
exploring its core themes such as justice, citizenship, and the ideal state.
It engages with contemporary political theory while situating Aristotle’s
ideas within their historical context. The essays also examine the relevance
of Aristotle’s political philosophy for modern democratic theory.



2. The Political Thought of Aristotle
This volume provides an in-depth exploration of Aristotle’s political
philosophy, focusing on his views about the polis, governance, and the role
of virtue in politics. It discusses Aristotle’s classification of governments
and his concept of the best constitution. The book is suitable for readers
seeking a detailed understanding of Aristotle’s political ideas.

3. Aristotle and the Politics of Friendship
Focusing on the role of friendship in Aristotle’s political theory, this book
reveals how personal relationships underpin political communities. It argues
that Aristotle’s concept of philia goes beyond personal bonds to include
civic friendship, which is essential for a stable and just society. The work
connects Aristotle’s ethical and political writings to show their mutual
influence.

4. Reading Aristotle’s Politics Today
This book reinterprets Aristotle’s *Politics* in the light of contemporary
political challenges such as democracy, justice, and civic engagement. It
highlights the enduring significance of Aristotle’s insights and how they can
inform current political debates. The authors bring fresh perspectives to
Aristotle’s analysis of power, citizenship, and the common good.

5. Aristotle’s Ethics and Politics in Dialogue
This text examines the interplay between Aristotle’s *Nicomachean Ethics* and
*Politics*, demonstrating how his ethical theories underpin his political
philosophy. It shows that for Aristotle, the purpose of politics is to create
conditions for human flourishing. The book is ideal for readers interested in
the moral foundations of political life.

6. The Constitution of Athens and Aristotle’s Politics
This book juxtaposes Aristotle’s *Politics* with his work on the
*Constitution of Athens*, offering insights into the practical application of
his political theories. It explores the structure and functioning of the
Athenian democracy as a case study for Aristotle’s political ideas. The
analysis helps readers understand the empirical basis behind Aristotle’s
normative claims.

7. Justice and the Common Good in Aristotle’s Political Thought
This study delves into Aristotle’s conception of justice and how it serves
the common good within the polis. It discusses distributive and corrective
justice and their implications for political organization. The book also
assesses Aristotle’s views on inequality and social harmony in a political
context.

8. Aristotle’s Politics and the Modern State
This book examines the influence of Aristotle’s political philosophy on the
development of modern political institutions and theories. It traces the
reception of Aristotle’s ideas through history and evaluates their impact on
contemporary notions of citizenship, governance, and law. The work bridges
ancient political thought with modern political science.



9. Women and Citizenship in Aristotle’s Politics
This text investigates Aristotle’s views on gender and citizenship,
particularly focusing on the role and status of women in the polis. It
critiques and contextualizes Aristotle’s exclusion of women from full
political participation. The book contributes to feminist interpretations of
classical political philosophy and the ongoing discourse on gender and
politics.
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  politics of aristotle: Aristotle's Politics Aristoteles, 1908
  politics of aristotle: Politics Aristotle, 2008-11-01 The writings of Greek philosopher
ARISTOTLE (384BC322Bestudent of Plato, teacher of Alexander the Greatare among the most
influential on Western thought, and indeed upon Western civilization itself. From theology and logic
to ethics and even biology, there is no area of human knowledge that has not been touched by his
thinking. In Politicsconsidered a companion piece to Aristotles Nicomachean Ethicsthe philosopher
discusses the nature of the state, of citizenship, of public education and private wealth. In what is a
response to the works of his teacher Plato, Aristotle explores the idea of the individual household as
a microcosm and building block of the state; examines trade and the economy as functions of human
affairs; discusses the battle between self-interest and nationalism; and much more. This edition
features the classic introduction by H.W.C. Davis, the renowned English historian of the early 20th
century. Students of philosophy, government, and human nature continue to find Aristotles Politics a
provocative work more than two millennia after it was written.
  politics of aristotle: The Politics Aristotle, 1981-09-17 Twenty-three centuries after its
compilation, 'The Politics' still has much to contribute to this central question of political science.
Aristotle's thorough and carefully argued analysis is based on a study of over 150 city constitutions,
covering a huge range of political issues in order to establish which types of constitution are best -
both ideally and in particular circumstances - and how they may be maintained. Aristotle's opinions
form an essential background to the thinking of philosophers such as Thomas Aquinas, Machiavelli
and Jean Bodin and both his premises and arguments raise questions that are as relevant to modern
society as they were to the ancient world.
  politics of aristotle: Aristotle's 'Politics' Judith A. Swanson, C. David Corbin, 2009-05-21 In
the Politics, Aristotle sets out to discover what is the best form that the state can take. Similar to his
mentor Plato, Aristotle considers the form that will produce justice and cultivate the highest human
potential; however Aristotle takes a more empirical approach, examining the constitution of existing
states and drawing on specific case-studies. In doing so he lays the foundations of modern political
science.
  politics of aristotle: Politics: A Treatise On Government Aristotle, 2021-01-01 Aristotle's
Politics, then, is a handbook for the legislator, the expert who is to be called in when a state wants
help. We have called him a state doctor. It is one of the most marked characteristics of Greek
political theory that Plato and Aristotle think of the statesman as one who has knowledge of what
ought to be done, and can help those who call him in to prescribe for them, rather than one who has
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power to control the forces of society. The desire of society for the statesman's advice is taken for
granted, Plato in the Republic says that a good constitution is only possible when the ruler does not
want to rule; where men contend for power, where they have not learnt to distinguish between the
art of getting hold of the helm of state and the art of steering, which alone is statesmanship, true
politics is impossible. -Introduction by A. D. LINDSAY
  politics of aristotle: Aristotle's Politics Benjamin Jowett, Aristotle Aristotle, H W Carless
1874-1928 Davis, 2023-07-18 One of the most influential works in Western political thought,
Aristotle's Politics offers a detailed analysis of the nature of the state, the role of the citizen, and the
principles of good governance. This edition, translated by Benjamin Jowett and H. W. Carless Davis,
provides a clear and accessible introduction to this important text, making it an essential resource
for students of political science, philosophy, and the classics. This work has been selected by
scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know
it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations.
Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or
corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work
is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We
appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of
keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  politics of aristotle: Aristotle's Politics Aristotle, Benjamin Jowett, H. W. Carless (Henry
William Carl Davis, 2015-08-27 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally
important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced
from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will
see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in
our most important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the
public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States,
you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright
on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or
blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is
important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We
appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of
keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  politics of aristotle: The Politics of Aristotle Aristotle, 2009-01-01 The Politics of Aristotle is
the second part of a treatise of which the Ethics is the first. It looks back to the Ethics as the Ethics
looks forward to the Politics, as Aristotle did not separate the spheres of the statesman and the
moralist. In the Ethics he has described the character necessary for the good life, but that life is for
him essentially to be lived in society, and when in the last chapters of the Ethics he comes to the
practical application of his inquiries, that finds expression not in moral exhortations addressed to the
individual but in a description of the legislative opportunities of the statesman. The state is a
community of well-being in families and aggregations of families for the sake of a perfect and
self-sufficing life and the legislator is a craftsman whose material is society and whose aim is the
good life.
  politics of aristotle: Aristotle's Politics Aristotle, 2015-09 This work has been selected by
scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know
it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as
possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these
works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), and other notations in
the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other
nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity
(individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made



generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  politics of aristotle: The Politics of Aristotle Aristotle, William Lambert Newman, 1887
  politics of aristotle: The Politics of Aristotle Peter L. Phillips Simpson, 2000-11-09 A
touchstone in Western debates about society and government, the Politics is Aristotle's classic work
on the nature of political community. Here, he argues that people band together into political
communities to secure a good and self-sufficient life. He discusses the merits and defects of various
regimes or ways of organizing political community--democracy in particular--and in the process
examines such subjects as slavery, economics, the family, citizenship, justice, and revolution.Peter
Simpson offers a new translation of Aristotle's text from the ancient Greek. He renders the Politics
into an English version that is accurate, readable, and in certain difficult passages, original. His
innovative analytical division of the whole text, with headings and accompanying summaries, makes
clear the progression and unity of the argument--a helpful feature for students or readers unfamiliar
with Aristotle's studied brevity and often elliptical style. Books 7 and 8 are repositioned--a move
supported by Aristotle's own words and much scholarly opinion--to restore the work's logical
organization and coherence. Finally, Simpson places the Politics in its proper philosophical context
by beginning the text with the last chapter of Aristotle's Nicomachean Ethics, which he sees as an
introduction to what follows.
  politics of aristotle: Politics A Treatise On Government Aristotle, 2023-12 In ancient Greece,
Aristotle's key work Politics: A Treatise on Government was written. This timeless classic from the
fourth century BCE is an in-depth exploration of human nature, business, and values of governing.
Aristotle's Politics is divided into eight volumes, each addressing various aspects of political
philosophy and practice. He begins by considering the nature of the state and the purpose of
political organizations, claiming that the state exists to promote the common good and human
flourishing. Throughout the work, Aristotle delves into topics that include ideal forms of governance,
citizenship, justice, and the role of law. He categorizes and evaluates several types of constitutions,
such as monarchy, aristocracy, and the rule of law. A key theme in Politics is the concept of best or
virtuous government, which Aristotle defines as a composite constitution that combines elements of
monarchy, aristocracy, and democracy. This version of Politics A Treatise on Government is both
modern and legible, with an eye-catching new cover and professionally typeset manuscript.
  politics of aristotle: Aristotle's Politics Aristotle, 2015-06-02 Excerpt from Aristotle's Politics
The life of Aristotle, so far as it illustrates this treatise, may be summarized in a few words. He was
by birth a Greek, but a native of the small city of Stageira which stood upon the fringe of the Greek
world; he was therefore well fitted by his origin to be an impartial, yet sympathetic critic, of the
more famous city-states of Greece. In his youth he studied philosophy at Athens under Plato, thus
coming at the most impressionable period of his life into close relations with the profoundest thinker
whom Greece had yet produced. After the death of Plato(347), he quitted Athens to spend some
years in the service of the new race of monarchs whose mission it was to diffuse Greek culture
through the East and at the same time to complete the destruction of all that was most valuable and
characteristic in the political life of Greece. At the court of Hermias, the obscure tyrant of the
obscure city of Atarneus, Aristotle had the opportunity of observing the once great, but then
decadent, despotism of Persia, to which he makes some references in the Politics. In 343 or 342 he
migrated to Macedonia, joined the court of Philip, and acted for three years or so as tutor to the
youthful Alexander. The results of his experience in Macedonia, and the drift of the political teaching
which he gave to his pupil may perhaps be inferred from the comments which, in several passages of
the Politics, he passes on monarchies and tyrannies. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes
hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is
a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to
digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present
in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page,
may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections



successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such
historical works.
  politics of aristotle: The Politics of Aristotle Aristotle, 1885
  politics of aristotle: Politics Aristotle, 2017-02-14 This new translation of Aristotle's Politics is
a model of accuracy and consistency and fits seamlessly with the translator's Nicomachean Ethics,
allowing the two to be read together, as Aristotle intended. Sequentially numbered endnotes provide
the information most needed at each juncture, while a detailed Index of Terms indicates places
where focused discussion of key notions occurs. A general Introduction prepares the reader for the
work that lies ahead, explaining what sort of work it is and what sort of evidence it relies on.
  politics of aristotle: Politics Aristotle, 2018-07-25 Politics by Aristotle and translated by
Benjamin Jowett. The Complete 8 Books. Politics is a work of political philosophy by Aristotle, a
4th-century BC Greek philosopher. The end of the Nicomachean Ethics declared that the inquiry into
ethics necessarily follows into politics, and the two works are frequently considered to be parts of a
larger treatise, or perhaps connected lectures, dealing with the philosophy of human affairs. The
title of the Politics literally means the things concerning the polis. Aristotle's Politics is divided into
eight books which are each further divided into chapters. Citations of this work, as with the rest of
the works of Aristotle, are often made by referring to the Bekker section numbers. Politics spans the
Bekker sections 1252a to 1342b.
  politics of aristotle: The Politics of Aristotle Aristotle, 2012-08-11 Aristotle's practical
philosophy includes ethics and politics. The starting-point of ethical inquiry is the question: In what
does happiness consist? Aristotle answers that man's happiness is determined by the end or purpose
of his existence, or in other words, that his happiness consists in the good proper to his rational
nature. For man's prerogative is reason. His happiness, therefore, must consist in living conformably
to reason, that is, in living a life of virtue. Virtue is the perfection of reason, and is naturally twofold,
according as we consider reason in relation to the lower powers (moral virtue) or in relation to itself
(intellectual, or theoretical, virtue). Moral virtue is defined a certain habit of the faculty of choice,
consisting in a mean suitable to our nature and fixed by reason, in the manner in which prudent men
would fix it. It is of the nature of moral virtues, therefore, to avoid all excess as well as defect;
bashfulness, for example, is as much opposed to the virtue of modesty as shamelessness is. The
intellectual virtues (understanding, science, wisdom, art, and practical wisdom) are perfections of
reason itself, without relation to the lower faculties. It is a peculiarity of Aristotle's ethical system
that he places the intellectual virtues above the moral, the theoretical above the practical, the
contemplative above the active, the dianœtical above the ethical. An important constituent of
happiness, according to Aristotle, is friendship, the bond between the individual and the social
aggregation, between man and the State. Man is essentially, or by nature, a social animal, that is to
say, he cannot attain complete happiness except in social and political dependence on his fellow
man. This is the starting point of political science. That the State is not absolute, as Plato taught,
that there is no ideal State, but that our knowledge of political organization is to be acquired by
studying and comparing different constitutions of States, that the best form of government is that
which best suits the character of the people--these are some of the most characteristic of Aristotle's
political doctrines.
  politics of aristotle: The Politics of Aristotle Benjamin Jowett, Benjamin Aristotle, 2023-07-18
This annotated edition of 'The Politics of Aristotle' is an essential resource for anyone studying
political theory or ancient Greek philosophy. Part 1 includes detailed notes and commentary by
Benjamin Jowett, a prominent translator of ancient texts. With clear explanations and insights,
Jowett sheds light on Aristotle's views on democracy, justice, and governance. This work has been
selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization
as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other
nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity
(individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur,
that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the



public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an
important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  politics of aristotle: Aristotle's Politics Aristotle, 2016-12-18 Aristotle was the first
philosopher in the Western tradition to address politics systematically and empirically, and he
remains a central figure in political theory. This essential volume presents Aristotle's complete
political writings—including his Politics, Economics, and Constitution of Athens—in their most
authoritative translations, taken from the complete works that is universally recognized as the
standard English edition. Edited by Jonathan Barnes, one of the world’s leading scholars of ancient
philosophy, and with an illuminating introduction by Melissa Lane, an authority on ancient political
philosophy, this compact but comprehensive volume will be invaluable for all students of politics,
philosophy, classics, or Western thought.
  politics of aristotle: Aristotle's "Politics" Aristotle, 2013-03-04 One of the fundamental works
of Western political thought, Aristotle’s masterwork is the first systematic treatise on the science of
politics. For almost three decades, Carnes Lord’s justly acclaimed translation has served as the
standard English edition. Widely regarded as the most faithful to both the original Greek and
Aristotle’s distinctive style, it is also written in clear, contemporary English. This new edition of the
Politics retains and adds to Lord’s already extensive notes, clarifying the flow of Aristotle’s argument
and identifying literary and historical references. A glossary defines key terms in Aristotle’s
philosophical-political vocabulary. Lord has made revisions to problematic passages throughout the
translation in order to enhance both its accuracy and its readability. He has also substantially
revised his introduction for the new edition, presenting an account of Aristotle’s life in relation to
political events of his time; the character and history of his writings and of the Politics in particular;
his overall conception of political science; and his impact on subsequent political thought from
antiquity to the present. Further enhancing this new edition is an up-to-date selected bibliography.
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