
political science vs criminal justice

political science vs criminal justice is a common comparison for students and professionals exploring careers
related to government, law, and public policy. Both disciplines focus on the structures and functions of
society, but they approach these subjects from different angles and with distinct objectives. Political science
emphasizes the theory and practice of governance, political behavior, and policy-making, whereas criminal
justice centers on the systems of crime prevention, law enforcement, and the administration of justice.
Understanding the key differences and overlaps between political science and criminal justice can help
individuals make informed educational and career decisions. This article provides a comprehensive analysis
of political science vs criminal justice, covering their definitions, core subjects, career paths, and the skills
required for each field. The following table of contents outlines the main topics discussed.
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Definitions and Scope of Political Science and Criminal Justice

What is Political Science?
Political science is the academic discipline that studies the theory and practice of politics and government. It
involves analyzing political systems, political behavior, public policies, and the distribution of power within
societies. Political science explores concepts such as democracy, authoritarianism, international relations,
political ideologies, and institutional design. The field is broad, covering local, national, and global political
dynamics, and it aims to understand how political decisions affect societies and individuals.



What is Criminal Justice?
Criminal justice is the study of the system and processes involved in the prevention, investigation,
prosecution, and punishment of criminal offenses. It encompasses law enforcement agencies, judicial
systems, corrections, and rehabilitation programs. Criminal justice focuses on understanding crime causes,
legal frameworks, policing strategies, and the rights of victims and offenders. The field is practical and
applied, aiming to maintain public safety, ensure justice, and uphold the rule of law.

Core Subjects and Curriculum Comparison

Political Science Curriculum
The typical political science curriculum includes a variety of theoretical and analytical courses. Students
study political theory, comparative politics, international relations, public administration, and policy analysis.
Coursework often involves critical thinking about political ideologies, governance structures, and political
behavior patterns. Research methods and statistics are also integral parts of the curriculum, preparing
students for data-driven analysis of political phenomena.

Criminal Justice Curriculum
Criminal justice programs focus on courses related to law enforcement, criminology, corrections, and the
judicial process. Subjects include criminal law, forensic science, juvenile justice, criminal investigation, and
ethics in criminal justice. Students learn about crime prevention strategies, policing techniques, courtroom
procedures, and rehabilitation methods. Practical training, such as internships and simulations, is common to
develop hands-on skills essential for careers in this field.

Comparison of Key Courses

Political Science: Political theory, international relations, public policy, comparative politics, political
institutions.

Criminal Justice: Criminal law, criminology, forensic science, law enforcement, corrections
administration.

Both disciplines may require courses in ethics, research methods, and public administration, but with
different emphases.



Career Opportunities and Professional Paths

Careers in Political Science
Graduates with a political science degree have diverse career options in government, public policy,
international organizations, and academia. Common roles include political analyst, policy advisor, legislative
assistant, diplomat, campaign manager, and political consultant. Many political science professionals work in
public administration, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), or media, applying their understanding of
political systems and policies to influence public affairs.

Careers in Criminal Justice
Criminal justice graduates typically pursue careers in law enforcement, corrections, legal services, and
forensic analysis. Job titles include police officer, probation officer, crime scene investigator, criminal
profiler, correctional counselor, and federal agent. The field also offers opportunities in private security,
homeland security, and victim advocacy. Criminal justice professions often require practical experience and
certifications alongside academic qualifications.

Comparison of Career Paths

Political Science: Policy development, political campaign management, international relations, public
administration.

Criminal Justice: Policing, forensic science, legal assistance, corrections management, crime analysis.

Both fields involve roles in government agencies but with distinct functional focuses.

Skills and Competencies Developed

Skills Gained from Political Science
Political science students develop critical thinking, analytical reasoning, research proficiency, and effective
communication. They learn to assess complex political issues, understand legal and governmental
frameworks, and analyze policy impacts. Skills in negotiation, diplomacy, and intercultural understanding



are also emphasized, preparing students for roles that require strategic decision-making and public
engagement.

Skills Gained from Criminal Justice
Criminal justice education cultivates skills in problem-solving, attention to detail, ethical judgment, and
crisis management. Practical abilities such as evidence collection, investigative techniques, and familiarity
with legal procedures are central. Students also develop interpersonal skills important for working with
diverse populations, including victims, offenders, and community members. Physical fitness and stress
management may also be essential depending on the career path.

Shared and Unique Competencies

Shared: Ethical reasoning, research skills, understanding of laws and regulations, communication
skills.

Political Science Specific: Policy analysis, political strategy, international relations expertise.

Criminal Justice Specific: Crime scene investigation, law enforcement techniques, correctional
management.

Educational Requirements and Degree Programs

Political Science Degrees
Political science is commonly offered as a Bachelor of Arts (BA) or Bachelor of Science (BS), with
opportunities for graduate studies such as a Master’s or Ph.D. Programs emphasize theory, research, and
policy analysis, and may offer specializations in areas like international relations, comparative politics, or
public administration. Political science degrees provide a foundation for advanced studies in law, public
policy, or political consultancy.

Criminal Justice Degrees
Criminal justice degrees are available at the associate, bachelor’s, and graduate levels, including specialized
certifications. Programs focus on practical training alongside academic instruction, with options to specialize



in areas such as forensic science, homeland security, or juvenile justice. Many criminal justice careers
require continuing education and professional certification to maintain licensure and advancement
opportunities.

Interrelation Between Political Science and Criminal Justice

Overlap and Interdisciplinary Connections
Political science and criminal justice intersect in their focus on law, governance, and societal order. Political
institutions create the legal frameworks that criminal justice systems enforce. Public policy decisions made
by political actors directly influence criminal justice strategies, funding, and reform initiatives.
Understanding political processes is critical for criminal justice professionals involved in policy advocacy or
reform efforts.

Collaborative Roles and Shared Goals
Professionals in both fields often collaborate to address issues such as crime prevention, civil rights, and
public safety. Political scientists may analyze the effectiveness of criminal justice policies, while criminal
justice practitioners provide insights into the practical challenges of implementation. Both disciplines
contribute to the broader goal of maintaining social order, justice, and democratic governance.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main difference between political science and criminal
justice?
Political science focuses on the theory and practice of politics, government systems, and public policies,
while criminal justice centers on the study of the criminal justice system, including law enforcement,
courts, and corrections.

Which field, political science or criminal justice, offers better career
opportunities?
Both fields offer diverse career paths; political science graduates often pursue roles in government, policy
analysis, or academia, whereas criminal justice graduates typically work in law enforcement, corrections, or
legal professions. The best choice depends on individual interests and career goals.



Do political science and criminal justice overlap in any areas?
Yes, both fields overlap in areas such as public policy, law, and governance. For example, political science
explores the creation of laws and policies that criminal justice professionals enforce and interpret.

Which degree is more suitable for someone interested in law
enforcement?
A degree in criminal justice is generally more suitable for those interested in law enforcement careers, as it
provides specialized knowledge about policing, criminal behavior, and the justice system.

Can a political science degree lead to a career in criminal justice?
Yes, a political science degree can lead to a career in criminal justice, especially in roles related to policy
development, legal analysis, or administration within the justice system.

What skills are developed in political science vs criminal justice
programs?
Political science programs emphasize critical thinking, analysis of political systems, and research skills,
while criminal justice programs focus on understanding legal procedures, ethical decision-making, and
practical skills related to law enforcement and corrections.

How do graduate studies differ between political science and criminal
justice?
Graduate studies in political science often involve advanced research in political theory, international
relations, or public policy, whereas criminal justice graduate programs focus more on criminal behavior,
forensic science, and justice administration.

Which field addresses social justice issues more directly, political science
or criminal justice?
Both fields address social justice, but criminal justice often deals more directly with issues such as criminal
reform, equity in law enforcement, and rehabilitation, while political science examines broader societal
structures and policies influencing justice.

Additional Resources
1. Politics and Justice: Examining the Intersection



This book explores the complex relationship between political systems and criminal justice institutions. It
delves into how political ideologies influence policies on law enforcement, sentencing, and corrections.
Readers gain insight into the balance of power and the role of political actors in shaping justice outcomes.

2. The Political Economy of Crime and Punishment
Focusing on the economic and political factors that affect crime rates and criminal justice responses, this
book provides a thorough analysis of policy decisions. It discusses the impact of political agendas on
incarceration rates and rehabilitation programs. The text offers a comparative perspective across different
political regimes.

3. Criminal Justice in a Democracy: The Role of Politics
This book investigates how democratic principles affect the administration of criminal justice. It covers
topics such as civil liberties, public accountability, and the influence of elections on policing and prosecution.
The author emphasizes the tension between security and individual rights in democratic societies.

4. Law, Politics, and the Criminal Justice System
An in-depth study of how legal frameworks are shaped by political processes, this book examines legislative
and judicial influences on criminal justice. It highlights case studies where political pressures have altered
the course of justice. The book is essential for understanding the legal-political nexus in crime control.

5. Policing and Political Power: A Critical Analysis
This volume analyzes the role of police forces within political structures and their impact on social order. It
critiques the use of policing as a tool for political control and explores issues of bias and discrimination. The
author also discusses reform efforts aimed at depoliticizing law enforcement.

6. Sentencing and Political Influence: A Comparative Study
Examining sentencing patterns across various political systems, this book reveals how political contexts
shape judicial decisions. It addresses the influence of public opinion, political lobbying, and legislative
mandates on sentencing outcomes. The comparative approach offers valuable lessons for policy reform.

7. Political Corruption and Criminal Justice
This book uncovers the intricate links between political corruption and the criminal justice system. It
explores how corrupt practices undermine legal institutions and affect crime control efforts. Through case
studies, the text illustrates challenges in prosecuting political crimes and ensuring accountability.

8. Justice, Politics, and Social Change
Focusing on the role of criminal justice in broader social movements, this book discusses how political
activism influences reforms in policing and legal practices. It highlights historical and contemporary
examples where political pressure led to significant changes in justice policies. The book emphasizes the
dynamic between social justice and political power.

9. The Politics of Crime Control: Policy and Practice
This book offers a comprehensive overview of crime control policies shaped by political agendas. It analyzes



the development and implementation of laws intended to reduce crime, considering political motivations
and consequences. Readers gain an understanding of how political priorities drive criminal justice
strategies.
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Mitchell Miller, 2009-08-06 Criminology has experienced tremendous growth over the last few
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internationally. Evolutionary paradigmatic shift has accompanied this surge in definitional,
disciplinary and pragmatic terms. Though long identified as a leading sociological specialty area,
criminology has emerged as a stand-alone discipline in its own right, one that continues to grow and
is clearly here to stay. Criminology, today, remains inherently theoretical but is also far more applied
in focus and thus more connected to the academic and practitioner concerns of criminal justice and
related professional service fields. Contemporary criminology is also increasingly interdisciplinary
and thus features a broad variety of ideological orientations to and perspectives on the causes,
effects and responses to crime. 21st Century Criminology: A Reference Handbook provides
straightforward and definitive overviews of 100 key topics comprising traditional criminology and its
modern outgrowths. The individual chapters have been designed to serve as a first-look reference
source for most criminological inquires. Both connected to the sociological origins of criminology
(i.e., theory and research methods) and the justice systems' response to crime and related social
problems, as well as coverage of major crime types, this two-volume set offers a comprehensive
overview of the current state of criminology. From student term papers and masters theses to
researchers commencing literature reviews, 21st Century Criminology is a ready source from which
to quickly access authoritative knowledge on a range of key issues and topics central to
contemporary criminology. This two-volume set in the SAGE 21st Century Reference Series is
intended to provide undergraduate majors with an authoritative reference source that will serve
their research needs with more detailed information than encyclopedia entries but not so much
jargon, detail, or density as a journal article or research handbook chapter. 100 entries or
mini-chapters highlight the most important topics, issues, questions, and debates any student
obtaining a degree in this field ought to have mastered for effectiveness in the 21st century.
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Curricular-driven, chapters provide students with initial footholds on topics of interest in
researching term papers, in preparing for GREs, in consulting to determine directions to take in
pursuing a senior thesis, graduate degree, career, etc. Comprehensive in coverage, major sections
include The Discipline of Criminology, Correlates of Crime, Theories of Crime & Justice,
Measurement & Research, Types of Crime, and Crime & the Justice System. The contributor group
is comprised of well-known figures and emerging young scholars who provide authoritative
overviews coupled with insightful discussion that will quickly familiarize researchers, students, and
general readers alike with fundamental and detailed information for each topic. Uniform chapter
structure makes it easy for students to locate key information, with most chapters following a format
of Introduction, Theory, Methods, Applications, Comparison, Future Directions, Summary,
Bibliography & Suggestions for Further Reading, and Cross References. Availability in print and
electronic formats provides students with convenient, easy access wherever they may be.
  political science vs criminal justice: Imagining Justice John Crank, 2014-09-25 Imagining
Justice seeks to move away from normative thinking about justice, particularly in the area of justice
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disciplines to join forces. This book is a first attempt to establish such synergies. Coming from
different angles, the authors deal with questions in the area of EU substantive criminal law, such as
when criminalisation of conduct is an appropriate choice; how the process of (de)criminalisation
could be advanced; what the role of evidence could be in this regard; and what consequences
criminalisation decisions at EU level have for national legal orders. The book concludes with a
demonstration of how similar issues arise in the field of procedural criminal law.
  political science vs criminal justice: The Oxford Handbook of Empirical Legal Research Peter
Cane, Herbert Kritzer, 2012-05-17 The empirical study of law, legal systems and legal institutions is
widely viewed as one of the most exciting and important intellectual developments in the modern
history of legal research. Motivated by a conviction that legal phenomena can and should be
understood not only in normative terms but also as social practices of political, economic and ethical
significance, empirical legal researchers have used quantitative and qualitative methods to
illuminate many aspects of law's meaning, operation and impact. In the 43 chapters of The Oxford
Handbook of Empirical Legal Research leading scholars provide accessible and original discussions
of the history, aims and methods of empirical research about law, as well as its achievements and
potential. The Handbook has three parts. The first deals with the development and institutional
context of empirical legal research. The second - and largest - part consists of critical accounts of
empirical research on many aspects of the legal world - on criminal law, civil law, public law,
regulatory law and international law; on lawyers, judicial institutions, legal procedures and
evidence; and on legal pluralism and the public understanding of law. The third part introduces
readers to the methods of empirical research, and its place in the law school curriculum.
  political science vs criminal justice: Private and Public Corruption William C. Heffernan,
John Kleinig, 2004-10-27 The various essays in this volume explore the development of ideas of
corruption, employing a range of disciplinary approaches. Although we are accustomed to think of
corruption as the misuse of public office for private gain, corruption has its deeper roots in the idea
of a standard that has been eroded. That standard, however, need not be construed idealistically:
much of what is asserted to be corruption takes the form of a departure from conventional
standards. In inveighing against corruption, therefore, it is necessary first to examine the
presumptions that underlie its imputation. As well as exploring the ethical issues that must be
confronted in identifying corruption, the authors also address some of the ethical issues that



challenge attempts to root out corruption.
  political science vs criminal justice: The SAGE Handbook of Criminological Theory Eugene
McLaughlin, Tim Newburn, 2010-07-21 An indispensable international resource, The SAGE
Handbook of Criminological Theory provides readers with a clear overview of criminological theory,
enabling them to reflect critically upon the traditional, emergent and desirable theoretical positions
of the discipline.This handbook is essential for libraries and scholars of all levels studying the rapidly
developing, interdisciplinary field of criminology.
  political science vs criminal justice: Encyclopedia of Crime and Punishment David
Levinson, 2002 Authoritative and comprehensive, this multivolume set includes hundreds of articles
in the field of criminal justice. Impressive arrays of authors have contributed to this resource,
addressing such diverse topics as racial profiling, money laundering, torture, prisoner literature, the
KGB, and Sing Sing. Written in an accessible manner and attractively presented, the background
discussions, definitions, and explanations of important issues and future trends are absorbing.
Interesting sidebars and facts,reference lists, relevant court cases, tables, and black-and-white
photographs supplement the entries. Appendixes cover careers in criminal justice, Web resources,
and professional organizations. A lengthy bibliography lists relevant works.--The Best of the Best
Reference Sources, American Libraries, May 2003.
  political science vs criminal justice: Race in America Patricia Reid-Merritt, 2017-01-23
Focusing on the socially explosive concept of race and how it has affected human interactions, this
work examines the social and scientific definitions of race, the implementation of racialized policies
and practices, the historical and contemporary manifestations of the use of race in shaping social
interactions within U.S. society and elsewhere, and where our notions of race will likely lead. More
than a decade and a half into the 21st century, the term race remains one of the most emotionally
charged words in the human language. While race can be defined as a local geographic or global
human population distinguished as a more or less distinct group by genetically transmitted physical
characteristics, the concept of race can better be understood as a socially defined construct—a
system of human classification that carries tremendous weight, yet is complex, confusing,
contradictory, controversial, and imprecise. This collection of essays focuses on the socially
explosive concept of race and how it has shaped human interactions across civilization. The
contributed work examines the social and scientific definitions of race, the implementation of
racialized policies and practices, and the historical and contemporary manifestations of the use of
race in shaping social interactions (primarily) in the United States—a nation where the concept of
race is further convoluted by the nation's extensive history of miscegenation as well as the
continuous flow of immigrant groups from countries whose definitions of race, ethnicity, and culture
remain fluid. Readers will gain insights into subjects such as how we as individuals define ourselves
through concepts of race, how race affects social privilege, color blindness as an obstacle to social
change, legal perspectives on race, racialization of the religious experience, and how the media
perpetuates racial stereotypes.
  political science vs criminal justice: University Bibliography Columbia University.
Libraries, 1925
  political science vs criminal justice: Preventive Justice and the Power of Policy Transfer J.
Ogg, 2015-05-25 As policy-makers look first (and easily) for existing policy solutions which could be
adapted from elsewhere, policy transfer becomes increasingly central to policy development. This
book explores whether policy transfer in 'everyday' policy-making may be unintentionally creating a
system of preventive justice.
  political science vs criminal justice: The Supreme Court and Juvenile Justice Christopher P.
Manfredi, 1998 Taking in a century of change, this work focuses on how the Supreme Court brought
the juvenile court system under constitutional control. It describes the case of Gerald Gault, an
Arizona teenager who was sent to reform school for making an obscene phone call.
  political science vs criminal justice: The American Political Science Review Westel
Woodbury Willoughby, John Archibald Fairlie, Frederic Austin Ogg, 1925 American Political Science



Review (APSR) is the longest running publication of the American Political Science Association
(APSA). It features research from all fields of political science and contains an extensive book review
section of the discipline.
  political science vs criminal justice: The SAGE Handbook of Punishment and Society
Jonathan Simon, Richard Sparks, 2012-09-18 The project of interpreting contemporary forms of
punishment means exploring the social, political, economic, and historical conditions in the society
in which those forms arise. The SAGE Handbook of Punishment and Society draws together this
disparate and expansive field of punishment and society into one compelling new volume. Headed by
two of the leading scholars in the field, Jonathan Simon and Richard Sparks have crafted a
comprehensive and definitive resource that illuminates some of the key themes in this complex area
- from historical and prospective issues to penal trends and related contributions through theory,
literature and philosophy. Incorporating a stellar and international line-up of contributors the book
addresses issues such as: capital punishment, the civilising process, gender, diversity, inequality,
power, human rights and neoliberalism. This engaging, vibrantly written collection will be
captivating reading for academics and researchers in criminology, penology, criminal justice,
sociology, cultural studies, philosophy and politics.
  political science vs criminal justice: Undergraduate Announcement University of
Michigan--Dearborn, 1985
  political science vs criminal justice: Guide to State Politics and Policy Richard G. Niemi,
Joshua J. Dyck, 2013-10-18 No previous book has pulled together into one place a single,
comprehensive volume that provides up-to-date coverage of state government and politics, along
with the states’ current and future public policies. This new book does just that, offering students,
scholars, citizens, policy advocates, and state specialists accessible information on state politics and
policy in 34 topical chapters written by experts in the field. The guide provides contemporary
analysis of state institutions, processes, and public policies, along with both historical and
theoretical perspectives that help readers develop a comprehensive understanding of the 50 U.S.
states’ complex and changing political spheres. Those who use this volume—from experienced
scholars to neophytes—can rely upon the guide to provide: Basic factual information on state politics
and policy Core explanatory frameworks and competing arguments Insightful coverage of major
policy areas as they have played out in the states.
  political science vs criminal justice: The Encyclopedia of Crime and Punishment Wesley G.
Jennings, George E. Higgins, Mildred M. Maldonado-Molina, David N. Khey, 2016-01-19 The
Encyclopedia of Crime and Punishment provides the most comprehensive reference for a vast
number of topics relevant to crime and punishment with a unique focus on the
multi/interdisciplinary and international aspects of these topics and historical perspectives on crime
and punishment around the world. Named as one of Choice's Outstanding Academic Titles of 2016
Comprising nearly 300 entries, this invaluable reference resource serves as the most up-to-date and
wide-ranging resource on crime and punishment Offers a global perspective from an international
team of leading scholars, including coverage of the strong and rapidly growing body of work on
criminology in Europe, Asia, and other areas Acknowledges the overlap of criminology and criminal
justice with a number of disciplines such as sociology, psychology, epidemiology, history, economics,
and public health, and law Entry topics are organized around 12 core substantive areas:
international aspects, multi/interdisciplinary aspects, crime types, corrections, policing, law and
justice, research methods, criminological theory, correlates of crime, organizations and institutions
(U.S.), victimology, and special populations Organized, authored and Edited by leading scholars, all
of whom come to the project with exemplary track records and international standing 3 Volumes
www.crimeandpunishmentencyclopedia.com
  political science vs criminal justice: Undergraduate Catalog University of
Michigan--Dearborn, 2006
  political science vs criminal justice: American Exceptionalism in Crime and Punishment
Kevin R. Reitz, 2018 Introduction -- American exceptionalism : perspectives -- American



exceptionalism in crime, punishment, and disadvantage : race, federalization, and politicization in
the perspective of local autonomy / Nicola Lacey and David Soskice -- The concept of American
exceptionalism and the case of capital punishment / David Garland -- Penal optimism : understanding
American mass imprisonment from a Canadian perspective / Cheryl Marie Webster and Anthony N.
Doob -- The complications of penal federalism : American exceptionalism or fifty different countries?
/ Franklin E. Zimring -- American exceptionalism in crime -- American exceptionalism in comparative
perspective : explaining trends and variation in the use of incarceration / Tapio Lappi-Seppälä -- How
exceptional is the history of violence and criminal justice in the United States? : variation across
time and space as the keys to understanding homicide and punitiveness / Randolph Roth -- Making
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is about power relationships, decision-making, and the art of influence that exists in virtually every
aspect of human interaction. German sociologist Max
Politics : NPR 1 day ago  Politics NPR's expanded coverage of U.S. and world politics, the latest
news from Congress and the White House and elections. A news crew films a segment near a sign
Politics - The Washington Post 3 days ago  Post Politics from The Washington Post is the source
for political news headlines, in-depth politics coverage and political opinion, plus breaking news on
the biden administration
Politics: Latest and breaking political news today - POLITICO Much of the private sector is
paralyzed by Trump’s broader efforts to leverage the might of the government to bend companies to
his whims. The lawsuit comes after Russell Vought outlined
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