
politics makes strange bedfellows

politics makes strange bedfellows is a time-honored expression that captures the often surprising and

unlikely alliances formed in the realm of political strategy and governance. Across history and cultures,

political dynamics have consistently shown that individuals or groups with divergent ideologies or

interests may come together temporarily to achieve common goals. This phenomenon highlights the

complexity of political relationships and the pragmatic nature of power. Understanding why and how

politics makes strange bedfellows is essential for comprehending legislative compromises, coalition

governments, and international diplomacy. This article explores the origins of the phrase, historical and

contemporary examples, the underlying motivations for unusual political alliances, and the implications

these partnerships have on policy and society. The analysis aims to provide insightful perspectives on

why strange bedfellows emerge and persist in politics, enriching the broader discourse on political

cooperation and conflict.
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Contemporary Instances of Unlikely Political Partnerships

Factors Driving Unusual Political Collaborations

Implications of Strange Bedfellows in Politics



Origins and Meaning of the Phrase

The phrase "politics makes strange bedfellows" is derived from a line in William Shakespeare's play

The Tempest, where it originally referred to unlikely companions sharing a bed, often with conflicting

interests or personalities. Over time, the phrase evolved to describe the unexpected and sometimes

uneasy alliances formed within political contexts. At its core, the expression underscores how political

necessity can override ideological purity or personal animosities, leading to partnerships between

individuals or groups that might otherwise be considered incompatible. This concept reflects the

pragmatic nature of politics, where achieving strategic objectives often requires compromise and

cooperation, even among adversaries.

Historical Examples of Strange Political Alliances

Throughout history, politics has produced numerous examples where strange bedfellows have

emerged, often shaping the course of nations and international relations. These alliances demonstrate

the fluidity and adaptability of political actors in pursuit of power or common interests.

The United States’ Founding Coalition

One notable historical instance is the coalition of Federalists and Anti-Federalists during the formation

of the United States Constitution. Despite fundamental disagreements about the scope of federal

power, these groups collaborated to create a governing framework that balanced competing interests.

The alliance was uneasy but necessary to establish a functioning government.

Wartime Alliances in World War II

Another prominent example is the alliance between the Western Allies and the Soviet Union during

World War II. Despite profound ideological differences and mutual suspicion, these powers united to

defeat a common enemy, Nazi Germany. This alliance, though temporary, was a prime example of



how politics makes strange bedfellows in times of crisis.

Cold War Realpolitik

During the Cold War, the United States occasionally supported authoritarian regimes and anti-

communist forces that conflicted with its democratic ideals. These decisions were driven by strategic

imperatives, illustrating how political pragmatism can lead to unlikely partnerships.

Contemporary Instances of Unlikely Political Partnerships

In modern politics, the phrase remains relevant as shifting political landscapes continue to produce

surprising alliances. These contemporary examples highlight the ongoing relevance of the concept in

both domestic and international affairs.

Coalition Governments in Parliamentary Systems

Many parliamentary democracies often witness coalition governments formed by parties with divergent

platforms. Such coalitions, sometimes including ideologically opposed parties, are necessary to secure

a legislative majority and govern effectively. These partnerships illustrate how politics makes strange

bedfellows in the pursuit of stability.

Bipartisan Efforts in Legislation

In countries with strong two-party systems, legislators occasionally cross party lines to support specific

policies or reforms. These bipartisan efforts may arise from shared constituency interests or pragmatic

considerations, showcasing how political collaboration transcends traditional divides.



International Diplomacy and Trade Agreements

On the global stage, countries with conflicting political systems or rivalries sometimes enter into trade

agreements or diplomatic accords. These arrangements reflect mutual benefits that override ideological

differences, further demonstrating the principle that politics makes strange bedfellows.

Factors Driving Unusual Political Collaborations

The formation of strange bedfellows in politics is influenced by multiple factors that compel actors to

prioritize certain objectives over ideological consistency.

Shared Threats or Common Enemies

One of the primary drivers is the presence of a shared threat or common enemy. When faced with

external dangers, political actors may unite to protect shared interests despite internal disagreements.

Strategic Goals and Power Consolidation

Political actors often seek to consolidate power or achieve strategic goals that require broad support.

Forming alliances with unlikely partners can be a tactical move to enhance influence or pass

legislation.

Pragmatism Over Ideology

Pragmatism frequently trumps ideology when immediate results or governance stability are at stake.

This practical approach encourages cooperation across traditional divides.



Electoral and Institutional Constraints

Electoral systems and institutional rules may necessitate forming coalitions or compromises, especially

in proportional representation systems or fragmented political environments.

Implications of Strange Bedfellows in Politics

The emergence of strange bedfellows in politics carries significant implications for governance, policy

outcomes, and public perception.

Policy Compromises and Innovation

Unlikely alliances can lead to innovative policy solutions by combining diverse perspectives. However,

they may also result in diluted or compromised policies that attempt to satisfy conflicting agendas.

Governance Stability and Instability

While strange bedfellows can enhance stability by enabling coalition governments, they may also

introduce instability if underlying tensions resurface, threatening the durability of alliances.

Public Trust and Political Cynicism

Such alliances may affect public trust, as voters might perceive compromises as betrayals of

principles. This dynamic can contribute to political cynicism or disengagement.

Long-Term Political Realignments

Occasionally, these partnerships catalyze long-term realignments in political landscapes, reshaping

party systems or ideological boundaries.



Policy innovation through diverse collaboration

Potential for weakened ideological coherence

Impact on electoral support and public opinion

Influence on international relations and diplomacy

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the phrase 'politics makes strange bedfellows' mean?

The phrase means that politics can lead to unexpected alliances between people or groups who

normally would not associate or agree with each other.

Where did the phrase 'politics makes strange bedfellows' originate?

The phrase originates from William Shakespeare's play 'The Tempest,' where the character Trinculo

says, 'Misery acquaints a man with strange bedfellows.' It has since been adapted to describe political

alliances.

Can you provide a recent example of 'politics makes strange

bedfellows'?

A recent example is when rival political parties or factions temporarily unite to pass specific legislation

despite their usual disagreements.



Why do politicians form unexpected alliances?

Politicians form unexpected alliances to achieve common goals, gain power, or block opposition, even

if their ideologies differ significantly.

How does 'politics makes strange bedfellows' impact policymaking?

It can lead to compromises and coalitions that influence the content and direction of policies,

sometimes resulting in surprising or unconventional policy outcomes.

Is 'politics makes strange bedfellows' always negative?

Not necessarily. While it can lead to uneasy partnerships, such alliances can also foster cooperation

and progress on important issues.

How does the phrase 'politics makes strange bedfellows' relate to

bipartisan efforts?

Bipartisan efforts often exemplify the phrase, as members from opposing parties collaborate despite

ideological differences to achieve mutual objectives.

What challenges arise from political alliances described as 'strange

bedfellows'?

Challenges include mistrust, conflicting priorities, and instability within the alliance, which can hinder

long-term cooperation.

Can 'politics makes strange bedfellows' be applied outside of politics?

Yes, the phrase is sometimes used metaphorically in other contexts where unlikely partnerships form

to achieve common goals.



How does public perception affect political alliances considered

'strange bedfellows'?

Public perception can be skeptical or critical, questioning the authenticity or motivations of such

alliances, which may affect their effectiveness and longevity.

Additional Resources

1. Strange Bedfellows: The Politics of Unlikely Alliances

This book explores the curious phenomenon of political alliances formed between seemingly

incompatible groups. It delves into historical and contemporary examples where ideology and

pragmatism collide, resulting in unexpected partnerships. The author analyzes the motivations behind

these coalitions and their impact on policy and governance.

2. Enemies and Allies: The Paradox of Political Partnerships

Focusing on the complex relationships in politics, this book examines how adversaries sometimes

become collaborators for mutual benefit. It provides case studies from international diplomacy and

domestic politics, illustrating how shifting interests can reshape traditional rivalries. The narrative offers

insights into the delicate balance of trust and suspicion in political cooperation.

3. Politics Makes Strange Bedfellows: Coalition Building in Divided Societies

This work investigates how divided societies manage to form political coalitions despite deep-seated

differences. Through comparative analysis, it highlights strategies used by leaders to bridge ethnic,

religious, and ideological divides. The book emphasizes the role of compromise and negotiation in

sustaining fragile political arrangements.

4. Odd Couples: Unlikely Political Partnerships in History

A historical account of some of the most surprising political partnerships across different eras and

regions. The author profiles alliances that defied expectations and reshaped power dynamics. Readers

gain an understanding of the circumstances and personalities that made these strange bedfellows



possible.

5. The Art of the Unexpected Alliance: Politics Beyond Boundaries

This book explores the strategic creation of alliances that transcend traditional political boundaries. It

discusses how politicians leverage unexpected partnerships to achieve goals that would be

unattainable alone. The analysis includes both successful and failed alliances, offering lessons on the

risks and rewards involved.

6. When Opposites Unite: The Dynamics of Political Collaboration

Examining the psychological and strategic aspects of political collaboration, this book sheds light on

how opposing factions find common ground. It explores themes of trust-building, conflict resolution,

and shared interests that drive cooperation. The author also discusses the tensions and compromises

inherent in such partnerships.

7. Bipartisanship and Beyond: Strange Bedfellows in Modern Politics

This contemporary study focuses on the phenomenon of bipartisanship and other cross-party alliances

in today’s political landscape. It evaluates the factors that encourage or hinder cooperation between

rival parties. The book also considers the implications of these alliances for democratic governance

and public policy.

8. From Foes to Friends: The Evolution of Political Alliances

Tracing the evolution of political alliances from hostility to friendship, this book highlights transformative

moments in political history. It analyzes how changing circumstances and leadership can turn enemies

into collaborators. The narrative offers a hopeful perspective on the potential for unity amidst division.

9. Crossing the Aisle: Stories of Unlikely Political Cooperation

Featuring a collection of real-life stories, this book showcases instances where politicians have crossed

ideological divides to work together. It emphasizes the human element behind political decisions and

the personal courage required to defy party lines. The stories serve as examples of how politics can

transcend entrenched divisions.
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  politics makes strange bedfellows: The Quote Verifier Ralph Keyes, 2007-04-01 Our language
is full of hundreds of quotations that are often cited but seldom confirmed. Ralph Keyes's The Quote
Verifier considers not only classic misquotes such as Nice guys finish last, and Play it again, Sam,
but more surprising ones such as Ain't I a woman? and Golf is a good walk spoiled, as well as the
origins of popular sayings such as The opera ain't over till the fat lady sings, No one washes a rented
car, and Make my day. Keyes's in-depth research routinely confounds widespread assumptions about
who said what, where, and when. Organized in easy-to-access dictionary form, The Quote Verifier
also contains special sections highlighting commonly misquoted people and genres, such as Yogi
Berra and Oscar Wilde, famous last words, and misremembered movie lines. An invaluable resource
for not just those with a professional need to quote accurately, but anyone at all who is interested in
the roots of words and phrases, The Quote Verifier is not only a fascinating piece of literary
sleuthing, but also a great read.
  politics makes strange bedfellows: Winning the Influence Game Michael Watkins, Mickey
Edwards, Usha Thakrar, 2002-02-28 Play the game to win More and more CEOs are discovering that
managing one's businessenvironment is as important as managing operations, finance, andsales.
Winning the Influence Game explains how a strategicgovernment relations program can make a
major impact on thatenvironment at the federal, state, and local levels.-Douglas G.Pinkham,
President, Public Affairs Council A useful, detailed handbook that should find itself on thedesktop-or
at the bedside-of every business leader. These are theskills that every business leader needs to
succeed in theincreasingly complex and rapidly changing globalized economy inwhich they
operate-and to gain competitive advantage for theircompany's future.-Ira Jackson, Director, Center
for Business andGovernment, John F. Kennedy School of Government Winning the Influence Game
provides an excellent overview for thecorporate leader of how government can impact the bottom
line-bothpositively and negatively. The clear, concise, and practical mannerin which the book is
organized and information provided makes it anextremely useful resource to those charged with the
responsibilityof creating an effective government relations program.-MargeryKraus, President and
CEO, APCO Worldwide
  politics makes strange bedfellows: The Oxford Dictionary of Proverbs Jennifer Speake,
2015 This unique and thoroughly revised collection contains over 1,100 of the most widely used
proverbs in English, drawing on the resources of the Oxford Languages team for the most up-to-date
research. Lively and compelling, it is filled with favourites - old and new - with a strong emphasis on
meanings of proverbs catalogued.
  politics makes strange bedfellows: Buddhist Biology David P. Barash, 2014 Compares
teachings of Buddhism with principles of modern biology, revealing many significant points of
compatibility.
  politics makes strange bedfellows: From Humility to Hubris among Scholars and Politicians
Robert A. Stebbins, 2017-05-16 Achievement meritorious enough to generate discussion covers
considerable territory. This book concentrates on one part of it: that inhabited by scholars and
politicians. In their world self-esteem flowing from achievement is founded on expertise related to
ideas, their generation, and their implementation.
  politics makes strange bedfellows: Ambivalent Affinities Jennifer Dominique Jones,
2023-10-17 In the early twenty-first century, comparisons between the modern civil rights movement
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and the movement for marriage equality reached a fever pitch. These comparisons, however, have a
longer history. During the five decades after World War II, political ideas about same-sex intimacy
and gender nonconformity—most often categorized as homosexuality—appeared in the campaigns of
civil rights organizations, Black liberal elected officials, segregationists, and far right radicals.
Deployed in complex and at times contradictory ways, political ideas about homosexuality (and later,
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender subjects) became tethered to conceptualizations of Blackness
and racial equality. In this interdisciplinary historical study, Jennifer Dominique Jones reveals the
underexamined origins of comparisons between Black and LGBT political constituencies in the
modern civil rights movement and white supremacist backlash. Foregrounding an intersectional
framing of postwar political histories, Jones demonstrates how the shared non-normative status of
Blackness and homosexuality facilitated comparisons between subjects and political visions
associated with both. Drawing upon organizational records, manuscript collections, newspaper
accounts, and visual and textual ephemera, this study traces a long, conflicting relationship between
Black and LGBT political identities that continues to the present day.
  politics makes strange bedfellows: Running for Freedom Steven F. Lawson, 2014-11-10
Running for Freedom, Fourth Edition, updates historian Steven Lawson’s classic volume detailing
the history of African-American civil rights and black politics from the beginning of World War II to
the present day. Offers comprehensive coverage of the African-American struggle for civil rights in
the U.S. from 1941 to 2014 Integrates events relating to America’s civil rights story at both the local
and national levels Features new material on Obama’s first term in office and the first year of his
second term Includes addition of such timely issues as the Trayvon Martin case, the March on
Washington 5oth anniversary, state voter suppression efforts, and Supreme Court ruling on Voting
Rights Act
  politics makes strange bedfellows: Useful Adversaries Thomas J. Christensen, 2020-05-05
This book provides a new analysis of why relations between the United States and the Chinese
Communists were so hostile in the first decade of the Cold War. Employing extensive documentation,
it offers a fresh approach to long-debated questions such as why Truman refused to recognize the
Chinese Communists, why the United States aided Chiang Kai-shek's KMT on Taiwan, why the
Korean War escalated into a Sino-American conflict, and why Mao shelled islands in the Taiwan
Straits in 1958, thus sparking a major crisis with the United States. Christensen first develops a
novel two-level approach that explains why leaders manipulate low-level conflicts to mobilize
popular support for expensive, long-term security strategies. By linking grand strategy, domestic
politics, and the manipulation of ideology and conflict, Christensen provides a nuanced and
sophisticated link between domestic politics and foreign policy. He then applies the approach to
Truman's policy toward the Chinese Communists in 1947-50 and to Mao's initiation of the 1958
Taiwan Straits Crisis. In these cases the extension of short-term conflict was useful in gaining
popular support for the overall grand strategy that each leader was promoting domestically:
Truman's limited-containment strategy toward the USSR and Mao's self-strengthening programs
during the Great Leap Forward. Christensen also explores how such low-level conflicts can escalate,
as they did in Korea, despite leaders' desire to avoid actual warfare.
  politics makes strange bedfellows: High in America Patrick Anderson, 2015-05-17 Bud.com
and Garrett County Press present a new electronic edition of the classic High in America, the
definitive history of the National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws (NORML). This is
the story of the birth of contemporary pot politics. Veteran journalist Patrick Anderson, in
spectacular detail, recounts how a young lawyer from a small town, Keith Stroup, built an insanely
successful political operation that advocated for the millions of Americans stuck in the marijuana
closet. With the help of Hugh Hefner, Willie Nelson and others, Stroup managed to walk the
tightrope between drug counter-culture and straight America, taking the conversation out of the
realm of reefer madness and into the world of serious political debate. And the arguments NORML
introduced in the 1970s—scientific, medical and criminal—are alive in the contemporary fight for
legalization today. Anyone (smokers, lawyers, students and cops) who yearns to understand the



architecture of contemporary pot politics will find High in America a valuable and entertaining
resource. With a new forward by Justin Hall.
  politics makes strange bedfellows: A Dictionary of American Proverbs Wolfgang Mieder,
1992 Americans have a gift for coining proverbs. A picture is worth a thousand words was not, as
you might imagine, the product of ancient Chinese wisdom -- it was actually minted by advertising
executive Fred Barnard in a 1921 advertisement for Printer's Ink magazine. After all, Americans are
first and foremost a practical people and proverbs can be loosely defined as pithy statements that
are generally accepted as true and useful. The next logical step would be to gather all of this wisdom
together for a truly American celebration of shrewd advice.A Dictionary of American Proverbs is the
first major collection of proverbs in the English language based on oral sources rather than written
ones. Listed alphabetically according to their most significant key word, it features over 15,000
entries including uniquely American proverbs that have never before been recorded, as well as
thousands of traditional proverbs that have found their way into American speech from classical,
biblical, British, continental European, and American literature. Based on the fieldwork conducted
over thirty years by the American Dialect Society, this volume is complete with historical references
to the earliest written sources, and supplies variants and recorded geographical distribution after
each proverb.Many surprised await the reader in this vast treasure trove of wit and wisdom.
Collected here are nuggets of popular wisdom on all aspects of American life: weather, agriculture,
travel, money, business, food, neighbors, friends, manners, government, politics, law, health,
education, religion, music, song, and dance. And, to further enhance browsing pleasure, the editors
have provided a detailed guide to the use of the work. While it's true that many of our best known
proverbs have been supplied by the ever-present Anonymous, many more can be attributed to some
very famous Americans, like Ernest Hemingway, Abraham Lincoln, Benjamin Franklin, Mark Twain,
J. Pierpont Morgan, Thomas Alva Edison, Abigail Adams, and Ralph Waldo Emerson, to name but a
few offered in this fascinating collection.Who wouldn't want to know the origin of the opera ain't
over till the fat lady sings? This uniquely American proverb and many more are gathered together in
A Dictionary of American Proverbs. A great resource for students and scholars of literature,
psychology, folklore, linguistics, anthropology, and cultural history, this endlessly intriguing volume
is also a delightful companion for anyone with an interest in American culture.
  politics makes strange bedfellows: Archetype, Culture, and the Individual in Education
Clifford Mayes, 2020-03-16 In Archetype, Culture, and the Individual in Education: The Three
Pedagogical Narratives, Clifford Mayes presents a unique approach to understanding how Jungian
principles can inform pedagogical theory and practice. In a time when what the educational
historian Lawrence Cremin called the 'military-industrial-educational complex' and its standardized
education are running roughshod over the psyche and spirit of students, Mayes deploys depth
psychology, especially the work of Jung, to advance an archetypal approach to teaching and
learning. Mayes demonstrates how catastrophic it is to students when the classroom is governed by
forces that objectify the individual in a paralysing stranglehold. He argues that one’s life-narrative is
significantly impacted by one’s narrative as a learner; thus, schooling that commodifies learning and
turns the student into an object has neuroticizing effects that will spread throughout that student’s
entire life. In Part I, Mayes explores the interaction between archetypes and various types of
time—ultimately focusing on the individual but always mediated by ‘the cultural unconscious’. In
Parts II and III, he brings together education with (post-)Jungian and (post-)Freudian psychology,
examining transference/countertransference in the classroom; the Jungian idea of ‘the shadow’
applied to educational processes; Jung’s unique vision of ‘the symbol’ and its importance for
educational theory; and Jung’s ‘transcendent function’ as a prime educational modality. Mayes
concludes by looking to the future of archetypal pedagogy. This groundbreaking work in the
emerging field of Jungian pedagogy is invaluable reading in Jungian Studies, depth psychological
theory, educational theory, and for teachers and psychotherapists.
  politics makes strange bedfellows: The ^AOxford Dictionary of American Quotations Hugh
Rawson, Margaret Miner, 2005-12-15 With nearly 6,000 quotations arranged historically and



annotated extensively, you'll know not just who said what, but get the full story behind the quote.
Follow any of the more than five hundred topics (from Abolition to Zeal) and you will get a nutshell
history of what great (and not-so-great) Americans had to say about each one. Quotations are
arranged chronologically in each topic, allowing the reader to trace patterns of thought over time.
  politics makes strange bedfellows: Here's Looking at You Ernest D. Giglio, 2010 Now in its
third edition, Here's Looking at You: Hollywood, Film and Politics examines the tangled relationship
between politics and Hollywood, which manifests itself in celebrity involvement in political
campaigns and elections, and in the overt and covert political messages conveyed by Hollywood
films. The book's findings contradict the film industry's assertion that it is simply in the
entertainment business, and examines how, while the majority of Hollywood films are strictly
commercial ventures, hundreds of movies - ranging from Birth of a Nation to Capitalism - do indeed
contain political messages. This new edition has been updated with new photos and cartoons, and
includes two new chapters, one on Afghan-Iraqi war films and the other on the treatment of race and
gender in Hollywood films, that are sure to stimulate discussion. Here's Looking at You serves as a
basic text for political film courses and as a supplement in American government and film studies
courses, and will also appeal to film buffs and people in the film industry.
  politics makes strange bedfellows: Political Campaigning in the Information Age Solo,
Ashu M. G., 2014-05-31 Technology and the Internet especially have brought on major changes to
politics and are playing an increasingly important role in political campaigns, communications, and
messaging. Political Campaigning in the Information Age increases our understanding of aspects
and methods for political campaigning, messaging, and communications in the information age. Each
chapter analyzes political campaigning, its methods, the effectiveness of these methods, and tools
for analyzing these methods. This book will aid political operatives in increasing the effectiveness of
political campaigns and communications and will be of use to researchers, political campaign staff,
politicians and their staff, political and public policy analysts, political scientists, engineers,
computer scientists, journalists, academicians, students, and professionals.
  politics makes strange bedfellows: America's Political Dynasties Stephen Hess, 2015-11-24
The Constitution states that “no title of nobility shall be granted by the United States,” yet it seems
political nobility is as American as apple pie. As Hess illustrates, while there always have been
dynasties in America, they have not always been the same families: Dynasties are born and dynasties
die, their rise and fall is part of the flux of a constantly changing political scene. America was
founded in rebellion against nobility and inherited status. Yet from the start, dynastic families have
been conspicuous in national politics. The Adamses. The Lodges. The Tafts. The Roosevelts. The
Kennedys. And today the Bushes and the Clintons. Longtime presidential historian Stephen Hess
America’s Political Dynasties with anecdotes and personality-filled stories of the families who have
given the United States more than a fair share of its presidents, senators, governors, ambassadors,
and cabinet members. This book also tells us the stories of the Bushes and what looks to be a
political dynasty in waiting, the Clintons. Emblematic of America’s growing diversity, Hess also
examines how women, along with ethnic and racial minorities, have joined the ranks of dynastic
political families.
  politics makes strange bedfellows: Everything School Leaders Need to Know About
Assessment W. James Popham, 2010-04-15 With plain language and practical examples, Popham
covers key understandings for school leaders, including validity, formative assessment, interpreting
test results, instructional sensitivity, and more.
  politics makes strange bedfellows: Minerva's Owl Jeffrey B Abramson, 2010-09-30 As Hegel
famously noted, referring to the Roman goddess Minerva, her owl brought back wisdom only at
dusk, when it was too late to shine light on actual politics. Jeffrey Abramson provides a lively and
accessible guide for readers discovering the tradition of political thought that dates back to Socrates
and Plato, with contemporary examples that illustrate the enduring nature of political dilemmas.
  politics makes strange bedfellows: Public Papers of the Presidents of the United States
United States. President, 1982 Containing the public messages, speeches, and statements of the



President, 1956-1992.
  politics makes strange bedfellows: Public Papers of the Presidents of the United States:
Ronald Reagan, 1988-1989 Reagan, Ronald, 1990-01-01 Public Papers of the Presidents of the
United States
  politics makes strange bedfellows: Ronald Reagan United States. President (1981-1989 :
Reagan), United States. President (1981-1989 : Reagan)., 1991
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