political science international
affairs

political science international affairs is a dynamic and interdisciplinary
field that examines the complex interactions between nations, governments,
and global institutions. It encompasses the study of diplomacy, international
conflict, global governance, and the political, economic, and social forces
that shape world affairs. This discipline provides critical insights into how
states navigate cooperation and competition on the international stage,
addressing issues such as security, trade, human rights, and environmental
challenges. Scholars and practitioners in political science international
affairs analyze the behavior of states and non-state actors, the impact of
international law, and the evolving nature of global power structures.
Understanding these dynamics is essential for policymakers, diplomats, and
academics seeking to comprehend and influence international relations. This
article explores the foundational concepts, key theories, and contemporary
issues within political science international affairs, offering a
comprehensive overview of the field.
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Foundations of Political Science International
Affairs

The foundations of political science international affairs lie in
understanding the nature of states, sovereignty, and the international
system. This area explores how political entities interact within an anarchic
global environment where no central authority governs sovereign states. The
discipline draws from history, law, economics, and political theory to
analyze patterns of conflict and cooperation. It also examines the role of
power, national interests, and diplomacy in shaping international outcomes.
Key concepts such as sovereignty, balance of power, and security dilemmas are
central to grasping the fundamentals of international relations within
political science.



State Sovereignty and the International System

State sovereignty remains a cornerstone of political science international
affairs, referring to the legal and political authority a state has over its
territory and population. The international system is characterized by the
coexistence of multiple sovereign states, each pursuing its interests in a
decentralized global arena. This sovereignty creates challenges for
international cooperation, as states must balance autonomy with the demands
of global governance. The Westphalian system established in 1648 formalized
the concept of sovereignty, which continues to influence international
relations today.

Power and National Interest

Power is a central concept in political science international affairs,
defined as the ability of a state or actor to influence others and achieve
desired outcomes. National interest guides state behavior and policy
decisions, often prioritizing security, economic prosperity, and political
influence. The interplay between power and national interest explains many
patterns of alliances, conflicts, and negotiations. Understanding these
forces is essential to analyzing global events and state interactions.

Theories of International Relations

The field of political science international affairs is underpinned by
several key theories that provide frameworks for understanding global
politics. These theories offer different perspectives on why states act as
they do and how international outcomes unfold. The three dominant theories
are realism, liberalism, and constructivism, each emphasizing distinct
factors such as power, institutions, and ideas respectively. Additionally,
other approaches like Marxism, feminism, and critical theory contribute to a
fuller understanding of international affairs by highlighting economic
structures, gender dynamics, and ideological influences.

Realism

Realism focuses on the competitive and conflictual aspects of international
relations, emphasizing state power and security in an anarchic system.
Realists argue that states act primarily to ensure their survival and
maximize their power relative to others. This theory highlights the
inevitability of conflict and the importance of military capability and
strategic alliances. It remains influential in analyzing security issues and
great power politics.



Liberalism

Liberalism offers a more optimistic view of international affairs, stressing
the potential for cooperation through international institutions, trade, and
democratic governance. Liberals argue that interdependence and shared norms
can reduce conflict and promote peace. This theory underscores the role of
international organizations such as the United Nations, economic
interdependence, and the spread of democracy in fostering a stable global
order.

Constructivism

Constructivism emphasizes the importance of ideas, identities, and norms in
shaping international relations. Unlike realism and liberalism, it focuses on
social constructs and how state interests and behaviors are influenced by
shared beliefs and cultural contexts. Constructivists study how international
norms evolve and how they affect state actions, offering insights into issues
like human rights and international law.

Key Actors in International Affairs

Political science international affairs involves a variety of actors beyond
sovereign states, each playing a significant role in shaping global outcomes.
Understanding these actors is critical for analyzing international dynamics
and policymaking processes. The main actors include nation-states,
international organizations, non-governmental organizations (NGOs),
multinational corporations, and transnational advocacy networks.

Nation-States

Nation-states remain the primary actors in international affairs, possessing
sovereignty and the ability to enter into treaties, wage war, and engage in
diplomacy. Their interests and interactions largely define the structure and
function of the international system. States vary in power and influence,
from great powers to smaller states, each contributing differently to global
politics.

International Organizations

International organizations, such as the United Nations, the World Trade
Organization, and the International Monetary Fund, facilitate cooperation and
governance across borders. These entities help manage global issues like
security, trade, development, and humanitarian aid. They often serve as
forums for negotiation and platforms for enforcing international norms and
agreements.



Non-State Actors

Non-state actors, including NGOs, multinational corporations, and terrorist
groups, significantly impact international affairs. NGOs advocate for human
rights, environmental protection, and social justice, influencing policy and
public opinion. Multinational corporations drive economic globalization and
can affect international relations through investment and trade.
Transnational networks and non-state violent actors also shape security and
diplomatic challenges worldwide.

Global Governance and International
Institutions

Global governance refers to the collective efforts by states and other actors
to manage international issues that transcend national borders. Political
science international affairs studies how international institutions and
regimes develop, function, and influence global cooperation. These
institutions establish rules, norms, and procedures to address problems such
as conflict resolution, environmental protection, and economic regulation.

Role of the United Nations

The United Nations (UN) is the most prominent international institution
dedicated to maintaining peace and security, promoting human rights, and
fostering development. It provides a platform for dialogue among member
states and administers peacekeeping missions, humanitarian aid, and
international law enforcement. The UN’'s structure includes the General
Assembly, Security Council, and various specialized agencies, each
contributing to global governance.

International Law and Treaties

International law constitutes the body of rules and principles that govern
the conduct of states and other international actors. Treaties, conventions,
and customary international law regulate areas such as human rights, trade,
and the environment. Compliance with international law facilitates
predictability and stability in international relations, although enforcement
remains a challenge due to state sovereignty.

Challenges to Global Governance

Global governance faces numerous challenges, including power asymmetries
among states, conflicting national interests, and the rise of new actors.
Issues such as climate change, cyber security, and pandemics require
coordinated international responses, yet political divisions often hinder



effective action. Additionally, debates over reforming international
institutions to better reflect contemporary realities continue to shape
discussions within political science international affairs.

Contemporary Issues in Political Science
International Affairs

The field of political science international affairs continually evolves in
response to emerging global challenges and shifts in power dynamics. Current
issues include great power rivalry, terrorism, global economic instability,
human rights concerns, and environmental crises. Scholars and policymakers
analyze these phenomena to develop strategies that address the complexities
of the 21st-century international system.

Great Power Competition

Renewed competition among great powers, particularly between the United
States, China, and Russia, dominates contemporary international affairs. This
rivalry affects global security, trade, technology, and diplomatic
alignments. Political science international affairs examines the implications
of power transitions, alliance formation, and deterrence strategies in this
context.

Terrorism and Security Threats

Non-traditional security threats such as terrorism, cyber attacks, and
transnational crime pose significant challenges to international stability.
Understanding the motivations, networks, and impacts of terrorist groups is
crucial for developing effective counterterrorism policies. Political science
international affairs also explores the balance between security measures and
the protection of civil liberties.

Global Economic Governance

Economic globalization has increased interdependence among states, but also
exposed vulnerabilities in financial systems and trade relations. Issues such
as protectionism, economic sanctions, and international development aid are
central to political science international affairs. Institutions like the
International Monetary Fund and World Bank play key roles in managing global
economic challenges.



Human Rights and Humanitarian Issues

The promotion and protection of human rights remain critical concerns in
international affairs. Political science examines the role of international
law, advocacy networks, and state behavior in addressing human rights abuses,
refugee crises, and humanitarian interventions. The tension between state
sovereignty and international responsibility is a persistent theme in these
debates.

Environmental Politics

Global environmental challenges, including climate change, biodiversity loss,
and resource depletion, require coordinated international responses.
Political science international affairs studies the negotiation processes,
policy frameworks, and institutional mechanisms designed to address
environmental issues. The intersection of environmental concerns with
security and development highlights the complexity of contemporary global
governance.

Key Skills and Career Paths in Political
Science International Affairs

Political science international affairs equips students and professionals
with analytical, research, and communication skills essential for various
career paths. Graduates can pursue opportunities in diplomacy, international
organizations, government agencies, non-governmental organizations, and
academia. Critical thinking, cross-cultural understanding, and policy
analysis are among the core competencies developed through studies in this
field.

Analytical and Research Skills

Strong analytical skills enable practitioners to assess complex international
issues, interpret data, and formulate evidence-based policies. Research
proficiency, including qualitative and quantitative methods, supports the
evaluation of global trends and the development of strategic responses.

Communication and Negotiation

Effective communication is vital in diplomacy, advocacy, and international
collaboration. Professionals must articulate positions clearly, engage
diverse stakeholders, and negotiate agreements that reconcile competing
interests. Mastery of multiple languages and cultural sensitivity enhances
these capabilities.



Career Opportunities

Diplomat or Foreign Service Officer

International Organization Specialist

Policy Analyst or Advisor

Non-Governmental Organization Manager

Academic Researcher or Professor

Intelligence Analyst

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main theories in international
relations within political science?

The main theories in international relations include Realism, Liberalism,
Constructivism, Marxism, and Feminism, each offering different perspectives
on state behavior, power, and global interactions.

How does globalization impact international
political relations?

Globalization increases interdependence among states through economic
integration, communication, and cultural exchange, which can both promote
cooperation and create new challenges such as transnational conflicts and
inequality.

What role do international organizations play in
global governance?

International organizations like the United Nations, NATO, and the World
Trade Organization facilitate cooperation, mediate conflicts, establish
international norms, and provide platforms for dialogue among states.

How do non-state actors influence international
affairs?
Non-state actors such as multinational corporations, NGOs, terrorist groups,

and international media can shape policies, public opinion, and diplomatic
relations, sometimes challenging traditional state-centric power structures.



What is the significance of diplomacy in political
science and international affairs?

Diplomacy is the practice of managing international relations through
negotiation, dialogue, and communication, essential for conflict resolution,
alliance-building, and maintaining peaceful interactions among states.

How do domestic politics affect a country's foreign
policy?

Domestic politics, including public opinion, political parties, interest
groups, and leadership, influence foreign policy decisions by shaping
priorities, strategies, and the willingness to engage internationally.

What challenges does international law face in
enforcing global norms?

International law often lacks centralized enforcement mechanisms, relies on
state consent, and can be undermined by power politics, making compliance and
accountability challenging in the global arena.

How has the rise of China influenced international
political dynamics?

China's economic growth, military expansion, and assertive foreign policy
have shifted global power balances, leading to new alliances, competition
with the U.S., and changes in international trade and security frameworks.

Additional Resources

1. Theories of International Politics and Zombies

This unique book by Daniel W. Drezner uses a hypothetical zombie apocalypse
to explore and explain key theories in international relations. It provides a
creative and accessible introduction to realism, liberalism, and
constructivism, demonstrating how each theory would interpret and respond to
global crises. The book blends political science with popular culture, making
complex ideas engaging and understandable.

2. The Tragedy of Great Power Politics

Written by John J. Mearsheimer, this book presents the theory of offensive
realism, arguing that great powers are inherently driven to dominate each
other to ensure their own survival. Mearsheimer examines historical case
studies and contemporary international relations to explain conflict and
competition among states. The work is influential in understanding power
dynamics and strategic behavior on the global stage.

3. Diplomacy



Henry Kissinger’s classic book offers a comprehensive history of
international diplomacy from the 17th century to the late 20th century.
Combining his experience as a statesman with scholarly analysis, Kissinger
explores the strategies and philosophies behind major diplomatic efforts and
international negotiations. This book is essential for understanding the art
and practice of diplomacy in shaping world affairs.

4. The Globalization of World Politics: An Introduction to International
Relations

Authored by John Baylis, Patricia Owens, and Steve Smith, this textbook
provides a broad overview of international relations theories, key concepts,
and global issues. It covers topics such as security, conflict, human rights,
and international political economy, making it a foundational resource for
students and practitioners. The book balances theoretical frameworks with
contemporary case studies.

5. The Post-Cold War World

By Michael Cox, this book analyzes the shifting international order following
the Cold War’s end. It examines the roles of major powers, the rise of new
threats, and the challenges of globalization and regional conflicts. Cox
offers insights into how the international system has evolved and the
implications for future global governance.

6. International Political Economy: Perspectives on Global Power and Wealth
Edited by Jeffry A. Frieden, David A. Lake, and J. Lawrence Broz, this
collection presents key debates and theories in international political
economy (IPE). It explores how politics and economics intersect on the global
stage, covering trade, finance, development, and economic policy. The book is
vital for understanding the complexities of global markets and state
behavior.

7. Understanding International Conflicts: An Introduction to Theory and
History

Joseph Nye’s work combines theoretical insights with historical case studies
to explain the causes and dynamics of international conflicts. It discusses
power, diplomacy, negotiation, and conflict resolution, providing tools to
analyze past and current disputes. The book is accessible for readers seeking
a foundational understanding of conflict in international relations.

8. Global Governance and the New Wars: The Merging of Development and
Security

Mark Duffield examines the changing nature of conflict and the international
community’s response in this book. He argues that traditional distinctions
between war, peace, and development are blurring, leading to new challenges
for global governance. The work highlights the complexities of managing
security in a globalized world.

9. The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order

Samuel P. Huntington’s influential book proposes that future conflicts will
be driven by cultural and civilizational differences rather than ideological
or economic factors. Huntington analyzes global fault lines and the



implications for international relations and security. The book has sparked
significant debate about identity, conflict, and cooperation in the post-Cold
War era.

Political Science International Affairs
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political science international affairs: Handbook of International Relations Walter Carlsnaes,
Thomas Risse, Beth A Simmons, 2012-09-18 The original Handbook of International Relations was
the first authoritative and comprehensive survey of the field of international relations. In this
eagerly-awaited new edition, the Editors have once again drawn together a team of the world’s
leading scholars of international relations to provide a state-of-the-art review and indispensable
guide to the field, ensuring its position as the pre-eminent volume of its kind. The Second Edition
has been expanded to 33 chapters and fully revised, with new chapters on the following
contemporary topics: - Normative Theory in IR - Critical Theories and Poststructuralism - Efforts at
Theoretical Synthesis in IR: Possibilities and Limits - International Law and International Relations -
Transnational Diffusion: Norms, Ideas and Policies - Comparative Regionalism - Nationalism and
Ethnicity - Geopolitics in the 21st Century - Terrorism and International Relations - Religion and
International Politics - International Migration A truly international undertaking, this Handbook
reviews the many historical, philosophical, analytical and normative roots to the discipline and
covers the key contemporary topics of research and debate today. The Handbook of International
Relations remains an essential benchmark publication for all advanced undergraduates, graduate
students and academics in politics and international relations.

political science international affairs: International Relations: Section I. The nature
and purpose of international relations theory. Section II. Idealism and realism Andrew
Linklater, 2000

political science international affairs: Ibss: Political Science: 1988 British Library of
Political and Economic Science, 1992 This bibliography lists the most important works in political
science published in 1988.

political science international affairs: The Oxford Handbook of Energy Politics Kathleen ]J.
Hancock, Juliann Emmons Allison, 2020 In many ways, everything we once knew about energy
resources and technologies has been impacted by: the longstanding scientific consensus on climate
change and related support for renewable energy; the affordability of extraction of unconventional
fuels; increasing demand for energy resources by middle- and low-income nations; new regional and
global stakeholders; fossil fuel discoveries and emerging renewable technologies; awareness of
(trans)local politics; and rising interest in corporate social responsibility (CSR) and the need for
energy justice. Research on these and related topics now appears frequently in social science
academic journals-in broad-based journals, such as International Organization, International Studies
Quarterly, and Review of International Political Economy, as well as those focused specifically on
energy (e.g., Energy Research & Social Science and Energy Policy), the environment (Global
Environmental Politics), natural resources (Resources Policy), and extractive industries (Extractive
Industries and Society). The Oxford Handbook of Energy Politics synthesizes and aggregates this
substantively diverse literature to provide insights into, and a foundation for teaching and research
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on, critical energy issues primarily in the areas of international relations and comparative politics.
Its primary goals are to further develop the energy politics scholarship and community, and
generate sophisticated new work that will benefit a variety of scholars working on energy issues--

political science international affairs: Ibss: Political Science: 1992 British Library of Political
and Economic Science, 1993 The IBSS is the essential tool for librarians, university departments,
research institutions and any public or private institution whose work requires access to up-to-date
and comprehensive knowledge of the social sciences.

political science international affairs: The Oxford Handbook of Political Networks Jennifer
Nicoll Victor, Alexander H. Montgomery, Mark Lubell, 2018 Politics is intuitively about relationships,
but until recently the network perspective has not been a dominant part of the methodological
paradigm that political scientists use to study politics. This volume is a foundational statement about
networks in the study of politics.

political science international affairs: Research on International Affairs United States.
Department of State. External Research Division, 1952 Beginning in 1954, Apr. issue lists studies in
progress; Oct. issue, completed studies.

political science international affairs: Russian Studies, Political Science, and the Philosophy
of Technology Guoli Liu, Joanna Drzewieniecki, 2022-04-18 This volume presents state-of-the-art
creative scholarship in political science and area studies with an emphasis on Russia. The
contributors, all well-known in their specialties, share the conviction that advancement in the social
sciences can only be achieved through plural methodological approaches and interaction with
various disciplines. Their work in this collection provides critical analyses of key issues in Russian
and post-Soviet studies. It explores the most fruitful ways of studying Russia with particular
emphasis on the federal system, politics in the era of Putin, challenges of Russian foreign policy, and
Russian attitudes toward democracy. The vagaries of democracy are also explored in articles on
Georgia and Turkey. Additionally, this book examines the philosophy of technology with an emphasis
on critical theory, eco-domination, and engineering ethics.

political science international affairs: Handbook of U.S. Environmental Policy David
M.Konisky, 2020-04-24 A comprehensive analysis of diverse areas of scholarly research on U.S.
environmental policy and politics, this Handbook looks at the key ideas, theoretical frameworks,
empirical findings and methodological approaches to the topic. Leading environmental policy
scholars emphasize areas of emerging research and opportunities for future enquiry.

political science international affairs: International Affairs Universal Reference System
(Princeton), 1969

political science international affairs: Ibss: Political Science: 1998 Compiled by the
British Library of Political and Economic Science, 2000-02 Renowned for its international coverage
and rigorous selection procedures, this series provides the most comprehensive and scholarly
bibliographic service available in the social sciences. Arranged by topic and indexed by author,
subject and place-name, each bibliography lists and annotates the most important works published
in its field during the year of 1997, including hard-to-locate journal articles. Each volume also
includes a complete list of the periodicals consulted.

political science international affairs: The Oxford Handbook of Foreign Policy Analysis Juliet
Kaarbo, Cameron Theis, 2024-01-17 The Oxford Handbook of Foreign Policy Analysis repositions the
subfield of Foreign Policy Analysis (FPA) to a central analytic location within the study of
International Relations (IR). Over the last twenty years, IR has seen a cross-theoretical turn toward
incorporating domestic politics, decision-making, agency, practices, and subjectivity - the staples of
the FPA subfield. This turn, however, is underdeveloped theoretically, empirically, and
methodologically. To reconnect FPA and IR research, this handbook links FPA to other theoretical
traditions in IR, takes FPA to a wider range of state and non-state actors, and connects FPA to
significant policy challenges and debates. By advancing FPA along these trajectories, the handbook
directly addresses enduring criticisms of FPA, including that it is isolated within IR, it is
state-centric, its policy relevance is not always clear, and its theoretical foundations and




methodological techniques are stale. The Oxford Handbook of Foreign Policy Analysis provides an
inclusive and forward-looking assessment of this subfield. Edited and written by a team of word-class
scholars and with a preface by Margaret Hermann and Stephen Walker, the handbook sets the
agenda for future research in FPA and in IR. The Oxford Handbooks of International Relations is a
twelve-volume set of reference books offering authoritative and innovative engagements with the
principal sub-fields of International Relations. The series as a whole is under the General Editorship
of Christian Reus-Smit of the University of Queensland and Duncan Snidal of the University of
Oxford, with each volume edited by specialists in the field. The series both surveys the broad terrain
of International Relations scholarship and reshapes it, pushing each sub-field in challenging new
directions. Following the example of Reus-Smit and Snidal's original Oxford Handbook of
International Relations, each volume is organized around a strong central thematic by scholars
drawn from different perspectives, reading its sub-field in an entirely new way, and pushing
scholarship in challenging new directions.

political science international affairs: Thesaurus of ERIC Descriptors, 1977

political science international affairs: Introduction to International Relations Joseph
Grieco, G. John Ikenberry, Michael Mastanduno, 2022-03-24 This bestselling introductory textbook
provides a truly comprehensive and approachable guide to international affairs. Bringing together
decades of combined experience in researching and teaching global politics from three acclaimed
scholars, this book introduces you to the key concepts in international relations while equipping you
with the tools to successfully analyse the rapidly changing world in which we live. Carefully and
pedagogically structured, the book is driven by nuanced enduring questions to support active
engagement with the subject matter. It covers everything from war and its causes to the pursuit of
peace, the role of non-state actors on the world stage and transnational concerns such as climate
change. Thought-provoking boxed features throughout highlight disparities between theory and
practice, provide overviews of key research and make use of the influential levels-of-analysis
framework. This third edition is completely updated throughout, including extensive coverage of the
latest advances in international relations scholarship and supported by a wealth of contemporary
case examples. The text is supported by a rich companion website with study guides, instructor
resources and interactive exercises to allow you to consider complicated political decisions for
yourself. Introduction to International Relations is the ultimate companion for undergraduate
students of politics and international relations in need of an exciting and rigorous introduction to the
subject.

political science international affairs: Collective Securitisation and Security
Governance in the European Union Sonia Lucarelli, James Sperling, Mark Webber, 2020-06-04
Collective Securitisation and Security Governance in the European Union presents an integrated
theory of collective securitisation - a theoretical foundation for explaining how the process of
collective securitisation sustains and makes effective an identifiable system of regional security
governance. The volume demonstrates the empirical utility of collective securitisation in the EU
security space through a set of structured case studies focusing on the collective securitisation of
terrorism, cyberspace, migration, energy, health and climate change. The contributions to this
collection address three questions: Under what conditions does collective securitisation occur? How
does collective securitisation affect the scope and domains of EU security governance? And how
does collective securitisation explain the emergence of the EU system of security governance? This
volume breaks new ground in the field of EU security studies and provides a theoretical orientation
that contributes to our understanding of how and why the EU has developed as a security actor in
the 21st century. Developing and testing the theory of collective securitisation with reference to
some of the most pressing contemporary security issues, Collective Securitisation and Security
Governance in the European Union will be of great interest to scholars of the European Union and
Security Studies. The chapters were originally published as a special issue of West European
Politics.

political science international affairs: International Politics Scott P. Handler, Robert T.



Person, 2020-12-10 Why do states do what they do? Who are the relevant nonstate actors in
international politics and why do they do what they do? What causes conflict and cooperation in the
international system? These are some of the most basic questions that the discipline of International
Relations (IR) seeks to answer; they are also the questions that drive the objectives, organization
and content of this book. International Politics: Classic and Contemporary Readings, Second Edition
seeks to help students engage critically with some of the world’s most challenging questions through
the use of leading classic and contemporary scholarship in the field of international relations. The
first five chapters of the book explore the leading theoretical traditions in international relations,
while subsequent chapters explore the themes of international security, international political
economy, and contemporary challenges in international relations. This organization makes the book
easy to use as standalone text or alongside core text. Class-tested on over 10,000 students in the last
decade, this text was built from the ground up to introduce students to the traditions and new
foundations of international relations as well to the principles of intellectually rigorous thought.

political science international affairs: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1965
The Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United States
Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)

political science international affairs: Korea in the 21st Century Seung-Ho Joo, Tae-Hwan
Kwak, 2001 At the turn of the second millennium, Koreans face multiple challenges at home and
abroad. South Korea is still in the throes of democratisation and economic reforms, while North
Korea faces food shortages and other economic difficulties. The two Koreas need to manage the
unification process so as to bring about national harmony and promote economic prosperity. The
Korean people need to devise a new security strategy for a unified Korea to ensure its survival and
independence in the early 21st century. This collection is divided into three parts, and each
addresses an important issue area confronting the Korean people in the 21st century. Part I
examines South Korea's democratisation and economic reforms against the backdrop of the East
Asian financial crisis. Part II discusses the problems and prospects for inter-Korean relations and the
characteristics of North Korea's foreign policy behaviour. Part III analyses South Korea's security
relations with the four major powers at the turn of the new millennium. All chapters are written by
renowned experts in their fields and offer valuable insights into the dynamics of the two Korean's
domestic politics and foreign policy.

political science international affairs: Career Opportunities in Politics, Government, and
Activism Joan Axelrod-Contrada, 2008 The book tells you everything you need to know to start an
career or change the direction of your current career in politics, government, or activism.

political science international affairs: Twenty Years After Communism Michael H.
Bernhard, Jan Kubik, 2014 While the fall of the Berlin Wall is positively commemorated in the West,
the intervening years have shown that the former Soviet Bloc has a more complicated view of its
legacy. In post-communist Eastern Europe, the way people remember state socialism is closely
intertwined with the manner in which they envision historical justice. Twenty Years After
Communism is concerned with the explosion of a politics of memory triggered by the fall of state
socialism in Eastern Europe, and it takes a comparative look at the ways that communism and its
demise have been commemorated (or not commemorated) by major political actors across the
region. The book is built on three premises. The first is that political actors always strive to come to
terms with the history of their communities in order to generate a sense of order in their personal
and collective lives. Second, new leaders sometimes find it advantageous to mete out justice on the
politicians of abolished regimes, and whether and how they do so depends heavily on their
interpretation and assessment of the collective past. Finally, remembering the past, particularly
collectively, is always a political process, thus the politics of memory and commemoration needs to
be studied as an integral part of the establishment of new collective identities and new principles of



political legitimacy. Each chapter takes a detailed look at the commemorative ceremony of a
different country of the former Soviet Bloc. Collectively the book looks at patterns of extrication
from state socialism, patterns of ethnic and class conflict, the strategies of communist successor
parties, and the cultural traditions of a given country that influence the way official collective
memory is constructed. Twenty Years After Communism develops a new analytical and explanatory
framework that helps readers to understand the utility of historical memory as an important and
understudied part of democratization.
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