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political science major columbia is a distinguished academic program offered
at Columbia University, renowned for its rigorous curriculum and rich
interdisciplinary approach. This program prepares students to critically
analyze political systems, theories, and behaviors on both domestic and
international levels. With access to world-class faculty, extensive research
opportunities, and a vibrant intellectual community, students pursuing a
political science major at Columbia gain a comprehensive understanding of
government structures, policy-making processes, and global affairs. The
program emphasizes analytical skills, empirical research methods, and
theoretical frameworks, equipping graduates for careers in public service,
law, academia, and beyond. This article explores the key aspects of the
political science major at Columbia, including curriculum structure, faculty
expertise, research opportunities, career prospects, and student resources,
providing a detailed guide for prospective students and academic enthusiasts
alike.
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Overview of the Political Science Major at
Columbia

The political science major at Columbia University is housed within the
Department of Political Science, which is part of the Faculty of Arts and
Sciences. This program is designed to provide students with a broad
understanding of political institutions, political theory, comparative
politics, and international relations. Columbia’s location in New York City
offers unparalleled access to political institutions, international
organizations, and cultural resources, enhancing the educational experience.

Students engage with diverse approaches to the study of politics, including
quantitative methods, qualitative analysis, and philosophical inquiry. The
major encourages critical thinking about power, governance, and public
policy, equipping students to tackle contemporary political challenges. The



department’s commitment to interdisciplinary study allows students to combine
political science with economics, history, sociology, and other fields.

Curriculum and Academic Requirements

The political science major at Columbia requires students to complete a set
of core courses alongside electives that reflect their specific interests
within the discipline. The curriculum is structured to balance foundational
knowledge with opportunities for specialization.

Core Courses

Core courses introduce students to essential theories and methodologies in
political science. These typically include:

Introduction to Political Theory

American Politics and Government

Comparative Politics

International Relations

Quantitative Methods in Political Science

These courses lay the groundwork for more advanced study and research.

Electives and Specializations

Students can choose from a wide range of electives that allow them to delve
deeper into areas such as:

Global Governance and Diplomacy

Political Economy

Human Rights and Social Movements

Public Policy and Administration



Security Studies and Conflict Resolution

These electives enable students to tailor their education to their career
goals and intellectual interests.

Capstone and Research Requirements

To graduate, political science majors often complete a senior thesis or
capstone project, demonstrating their ability to conduct independent
research. This requirement emphasizes critical analysis, original
argumentation, and mastery of political science research methods.

Faculty and Research Opportunities

Columbia’s political science department boasts a distinguished faculty whose
expertise spans numerous subfields of political science. Faculty members are
actively engaged in cutting-edge research and provide mentorship to students
pursuing scholarly projects.

Faculty Expertise

The faculty includes leading scholars in areas such as political theory,
comparative politics, American politics, international relations, and
political methodology. Their work is frequently published in top academic
journals and influences policy debates worldwide.

Research Centers and Institutes

Students benefit from Columbia’s affiliated research centers and institutes,
which foster interdisciplinary collaboration and provide resources for
political science research. Notable examples include:

The Saltzman Institute of War and Peace Studies

The Institute for Social and Economic Research and Policy

The Center for the Study of Democracy, Toleration, and Religion

The Harriman Institute for Russian, Eurasian, and East European Studies



These centers offer seminars, workshops, and funding opportunities for
student research projects.

Career Paths and Alumni Outcomes

A political science major from Columbia equips graduates with analytical,
research, and communication skills applicable to a wide range of professional
fields. The program’s emphasis on empirical analysis and theoretical
understanding prepares students for diverse careers.

Common Career Trajectories

Graduates pursue careers in:

Public Policy and Government Agencies

International Organizations and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs)

Law and Legal Services

Consulting and Political Strategy

Journalism and Media Analysis

Academia and Research Institutions

Alumni Network and Professional Development

Columbia’s extensive alumni network provides valuable connections in
government, academia, and the private sector. The university offers career
services, internship placements, and networking events tailored to political
science majors, facilitating a smooth transition from academia to
professional life.

Student Resources and Extracurricular



Activities

Students majoring in political science at Columbia have access to a wealth of
resources that complement their academic studies and foster professional
growth.

Academic Advising and Support

The department provides dedicated academic advising to help students navigate
course selections, research opportunities, and career planning. Faculty
advisors assist with thesis supervision and guidance on graduate school
applications.

Clubs and Organizations

Active student groups enhance the learning experience and provide platforms
for political engagement. Popular organizations include:

Columbia Political Union

Model United Nations Team

Debate Society

Public Policy Initiative

These groups organize events, speaker series, and simulations that deepen
understanding of political processes.

Internships and Experiential Learning

Students are encouraged to participate in internships with government
agencies, think tanks, advocacy groups, and international bodies. Columbia’s
location in New York City offers unparalleled internship opportunities,
allowing students to gain practical experience alongside their academic
studies.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key features of the Political Science
major at Columbia University?
The Political Science major at Columbia University offers a rigorous
curriculum emphasizing political theory, comparative politics, international
relations, and American politics. It integrates interdisciplinary approaches
and provides access to renowned faculty and research opportunities.

What types of career paths can a Political Science
major from Columbia pursue?
Graduates can pursue careers in government, public policy, international
organizations, law, journalism, academia, and non-profits, benefiting from
Columbia's strong alumni network and location in New York City.

Does Columbia's Political Science program offer
opportunities for internships?
Yes, Columbia University leverages its New York City location to provide
numerous internship opportunities in political institutions, NGOs, media, and
international organizations, enhancing practical experience for Political
Science majors.

What are the admission requirements for the
Political Science major at Columbia?
Admission to Columbia College requires a strong academic record, standardized
test scores, essays, and recommendations. Declaring a Political Science major
typically requires completing introductory courses and meeting GPA criteria
within the department.

Are there any unique research centers or institutes
affiliated with Columbia's Political Science
department?
Yes, Columbia hosts several research centers such as the Saltzman Institute
of War and Peace Studies and the Institute for Social and Economic Research
and Policy, offering Political Science students access to cutting-edge
research and events.

How does Columbia's Political Science program



incorporate global perspectives?
The program emphasizes comparative politics and international relations,
encouraging students to study diverse political systems and global issues.
Opportunities include study abroad programs and courses taught by globally
recognized scholars.

What is the class size like for Political Science
courses at Columbia?
Class sizes vary, with introductory courses often larger, while upper-level
seminars are smaller, fostering interactive discussions and close faculty-
student engagement.

Can students double major or minor in Political
Science at Columbia?
Yes, students at Columbia College can double major or minor in Political
Science, allowing them to combine their interests with other fields such as
economics, history, or philosophy.

Does Columbia offer graduate programs in Political
Science?
Yes, Columbia's Graduate School of Arts and Sciences offers Master's and
Ph.D. programs in Political Science, focusing on advanced research and
specialization in fields like political theory, comparative politics, and
international relations.

Additional Resources
1. American Political Thought: A Norton Anthology
This comprehensive anthology offers a diverse collection of writings by key
figures in American political thought. It covers foundational ideas from the
colonial period to contemporary debates, providing insight into the evolution
of political ideologies and practices in the United States. Ideal for
Columbia political science majors, it enriches understanding of the country's
political heritage and theoretical underpinnings.

2. The Federalist Papers by Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay
A cornerstone text for understanding the foundations of American government,
The Federalist Papers present arguments advocating for the ratification of
the U.S. Constitution. These essays explore themes of federalism, checks and
balances, and the separation of powers. Columbia students can gain a deeper
appreciation of constitutional design and political strategy through this
classic work.



3. Democracy in America by Alexis de Tocqueville
This seminal work offers a detailed analysis of American democracy in the
early 19th century. Tocqueville examines the strengths and potential
weaknesses of democratic institutions and social equality in the U.S.
Political science majors at Columbia will find this book valuable for its
comparative approach and enduring insights into democratic governance.

4. The Origins of Political Order by Francis Fukuyama
Fukuyama traces the development of political institutions from prehuman times
to the French Revolution. The book emphasizes the importance of the rule of
law, accountable government, and state-building. Columbia students studying
political science will benefit from Fukuyama’s interdisciplinary approach
combining history, sociology, and political theory.

5. Political Order and Political Decay by Francis Fukuyama
As a continuation of his earlier work, Fukuyama explores the challenges of
political development in the modern world, focusing on political decay,
corruption, and institutional failure. This volume is crucial for
understanding the dynamics of state capacity and governance. Columbia
political science majors will gain insights into contemporary political
problems and reform strategies.

6. States and Social Revolutions by Theda Skocpol
Skocpol offers a comparative analysis of social revolutions in France,
Russia, and China, emphasizing the role of state structures and social
forces. This work is foundational in understanding state formation and
revolutionary change from a sociopolitical perspective. It is highly
recommended for Columbia students interested in comparative politics and
historical institutionalism.

7. Why Nations Go to War by John G. Stoessinger
This book provides a concise overview of the causes of war, blending
historical case studies with political science theory. It discusses factors
such as nationalism, economic interests, and political miscalculations.
Columbia political science majors will find it an accessible introduction to
international relations and conflict studies.

8. The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order by Samuel P.
Huntington
Huntington argues that future global conflicts will be shaped by cultural and
civilizational identities rather than ideological or economic differences.
The book challenges conventional views on post-Cold War geopolitics and
offers a provocative framework for understanding international relations.
This title is essential for Columbia students focusing on global politics and
security studies.

9. Justice: What’s the Right Thing to Do? by Michael J. Sandel
Sandel explores major philosophical theories of justice through engaging
examples and moral dilemmas. The book encourages readers to critically
evaluate concepts of fairness, rights, and the common good. Columbia
political science majors will appreciate its blend of political philosophy



and practical application in contemporary society.
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2014-07-14 The great American middle class is dying—and not from natural causes. The Murder of
the Middle Class exposes the crime and indicts the conspirators, from the Obama administration to
their willing accomplices in big business, big media, and big unions—naming names and pointing out
their misdeeds. Bestselling author Wayne Allyn Root doesn't just prove the crime and profile the
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YOU! This middle class warrior gives you the game plan and the weapons to fight back.
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  political science major columbia: Soundoff I. S. Petteice, 2012-02-20 My intention here is
simply to attempt to sway anyone and everyone not to vote for Barach Obama in the 2012 election.
This entire endeavor goes to that end. I ask all of the educated women of this country to take
another look at yourselves and just why you did vote for such a person in the 2008 election. Is it
because you think you are such a liberal thinkers? Why not become an independent thinker this time
around and vote for someone that has the best interest of this nation at heart, instead of someone
that wants to systematically destroy this country piece by piece. Why not vote for someone that does
not want to make this country a socialist country. This has been a good country. Let's continue with
it the way our forefathers meant it to be.
  political science major columbia: County Administration in Delaware Chester Collins Maxey,
1919
  political science major columbia: Economists and Higher Learning in the Nineteenth
Century William J. Barber, 1993-01-01 Many economists who struggled to establish a secure place
for their discipline in American universities in the nineteenth century made significant contributions
to reshaping American academic life in general. Yet, they were often at war among themselves as
they sought to define the mission and methods of economics in an era of social and intellectual
ferment. This volume represents the contribution of American scholars to a multinational research
project on the institutionalization of political economy in European, Japanese, and North American
universities. It includes case studies of divergent experiences of fourteen institutions that figured
prominently in the molding of American culture: William & Mary, The University of Virginia, South
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Carolina College, Brown, Harvard, Yale, Columbia, Johns Hopkins, The University of Pennsylvania,
The University of Chicago, The University of California, Stanford, The University of Wisconsin, and
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. These are supplemented in an essay by A. W. Coats on
the turbulent early decades of the American Economic Association. In this new introduction, Barber
takes note of the fact that in a somewhat different context and with a modified rhetoric the same
issues present themselves today as they did one hundred years earlier. And this in turn introduces
some troubling concerns about just what sort of science economics is, and was. The volume as a
whole can be read as reflections on the troubled status of the discipline of economics as it now exists
in American university and research contexts. It provides fresh perspectives on the development of
social science and economic thought and on the history of higher education in the United States. As
such it will be of very great interest to professional economists, students of higher education, and
those for whom the life of American ideas holds a central place.
  political science major columbia: Our Rightful Place Terry L. Birdwhistell, Deirdre A.
Scaggs, 2020-07-21 In 1880, forty-three women walked into the president's office at the University
of Kentucky (UK) and signed the student register, becoming the first female students at a public
college in the commonwealth. But gaining admittance was only the beginning. For the next sixty-five
years—encompassing two world wars, an economic depression, and the ratification of the
Nineteenth Amendment—generations of women at UK claimed and reclaimed their right to an
equitable university experience. Their work remains unfinished. Drawing on yearbooks,
photographs, and other private collections, Our Rightful Place: A History of Women at the University
of Kentucky, 1880–1945 examines the struggle for gender equity in higher education through the
lens of one major institution. In the face of shifting resistance, pioneering women constructed
opportunities for themselves. Terry L. Birdwhistell and Deirdre A. Scaggs highlight three
women—Sarah Blanding, Frances Jewell McVey, and Sarah Bennett Holmes—who fought for access
to basic facilities that were denied to UK women for decades, including housing and study spaces.
By examining the trials and triumphs of UK's first female undergraduates, faculty, and
administrators, this book uncovers the lasting impact women had on higher learning in the early
days of coeducation.
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Review, Robert Franek, 2017-05-02 CHOOSE A COLLEGE THAT WILL LAUNCH A CAREER! When it
comes to getting the most out of college, the experiences you have outside the classroom are just as
important as what you study. Colleges That Create Futures looks beyond the usual “best of” college
lists to highlight 50 schools that empower students to discover practical, real-world applications for
their talents and interests. The schools in this book feature distinctive research, internship, and
hands-on learning programs—all the info you need to help find a college where you can parlay your
passion into a successful post-college career. Inside, You'll Find: • In-depth profiles covering career
services, internship support, student group activity, alumni satisfaction, noteworthy facilities and
programs, and more • Candid assessments of each school’s academics from students, current
faculty, and alumni • Unique hands-on learning opportunities for students across majors •
Testimonials on career prep from alumni in business, education, law, and much more
*************************** What makes Colleges That Create Futures important? You've seen the
headlines—lately the news has been full of horror stories about how the college educational system
has failed many recent grads who leave school with huge debt, no job prospects, and no experience
in the working world. Colleges That Create Futures identifies schools that don't fall into this trap but
instead prepare students for successful careers! How are the colleges selected? Schools are selected
based on survey results on career services, grad school matriculation, internship support, student
group and government activity, alumni activity and salaries, and noteworthy facilities and programs.
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  political science major columbia: Obama the Tinkertoy President Chock Daniel Creations,
2016-04-23 How are you affected by the ineptness, lack of ability, lack of intelligence, lying and
constant deceit, ideology of a narcissist, irreligious non-Christian, lack of character of our nation’s
impostor/president? If you don’t think it does you any harm, then read about the national debt!! It is
yours’ to pay and maintain; it is so huge and your share so big, it probably wiped out the equity in
your home that you have worked for the past 20 or 30 years. Yes, you own and will pay for the
national debt. It is not somebody else’s; IT IS YOURS as well as your neighbor’s. Please read and
understand how we came to this mountain we may not be able to climb. John Adams said, “One way
to take over a country is by debt.” Obama created a huge problem for us. Why is the
impostor/president so involved in gun control? Could it be a matter of history? What does he really
think of you? Read the predictions of what will happen to him, when he leaves office!! Can you guess
what his legacy will be? Anonymous: Educated as a teacher. Taught school, started horticultural
education and experiments. Served in the Finance Corps in World War II, physically impaired in
Service. Post-service employed in accounting. Became a horticulturist, newspaper writer and editor.
Spent ten years in local government. Studied psychology and psychiatry. Wrote several non-fiction
books. Married, raised five sons. Main occupation Sales Manager for international seed company.
  political science major columbia: Citizenship Education in the United States Iftikhar Ahmad,
2017-02-17 This book presents a history of the ideas and activities of the American Political Science
Association (APSA) in the field of citizenship education in public schools. Examining APSA’s evolving
objectives and strategies in implementing citizenship education, Ahmad analyzes the complicated
relationship between the teaching of government in the public schools and the APSA’s changing
visions of citizenship education. By offering a narrative of political scientists’ ideas on citizenship
and citizenship education, Ahmad reveals the impact of APSA’s worldview and official policies
concerning pre-collegiate curriculum and instruction in citizenship education. By providing a
comprehensive history of ASPA’s agenda and its implementation, this book sheds light on the
intersection between the pedagogical goals of political scientists and the meaning, purpose, and
context for citizenship education in high schools.
  political science major columbia: Angry White Male Wayne Allyn Root, 2016-08-23 The
mainstream media and ultra-liberal Democrats can’t understand why white voters, especially white
men, are so angry. Wayne Allyn Root is an angry white male, and he knows why. This is his story, his
testimony, and a look at what’s happening to an entire group of good people: law-abiding,
tax-paying, hard-working, middle-class people. They’re being targeted, silenced, intimidated,
persecuted — virtually wiped off the planet — in order to make guilty, politically correct white
liberals feel better about themselves. It’s open season on white males. And yes, you’re damn right
they’re angry. In Angry White Male, Root makes his case why he and his brethren have every right
to be angry. Millions of angry white males are not on the attack but rather responding in
self-defense. Root urges the middle class to take charge before they are protested and legislated out
of existence, penniless, powerless, jobless, afraid to speak for fear of being shouted down and
immediately labeled “racist.” Not afraid of being politically incorrect, Angry White Male exposes the
unfair and unregulated policies, politically correct attitudes, and reverse racism that have recently
oppressed and depressed the shrinking middle class — in voting, housing, guns, taxes, regulation,
and jobs — and provides the playbook to empower readers to protect their rights. They can do this
by verbalizing, mobilizing, and protesting, getting out to vote in record numbers, pushing for term
limits, fighting the “not so free” trade battle, fighting for a “Middle-Class Contract with America”
and “Middle-Class Income Tax Vacation,” and arming themselves with the “Middle-Class Weapon of
Self-Defense.” Let the revolution begin!
  political science major columbia: Terror in America, Ii Leslie Herzberger, 2008-06-04
There is no available information at this time.
  political science major columbia: Universities and Their Sons Joshua Lawrence
Chamberlain, 1899
  political science major columbia: A Race to the Finish Line Dr. Euclid A. Rose, 2024-08-27



Occasionally, a great manuscript is written about someone great, and that great manuscript is A
Race to the Finish Line, and that someone great is Barack Hussain Obama, the first African
American to be elected president of the United States of America. Rose's work is a brilliant analysis
of the struggles that Barrack Obama overcame to reach the Oval Office and as the
commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces in the United States. The book is intellectually stimulating
and insightful. It chronicles Obama's life from birth and examines the forces that shaped his life and
made him the forty-fourth president of the United States. It explains how Obama defeated three
renowned, admired, and experienced politicians--former first lady and Senator Hillary Clinton,
former prisoner of war and Senator John McCain, and former Governor of Massachusetts, Mitt
Romney--to become president of the United States. Rose's work presents fresh insights into Obama's
life--from his birth in Honolulu, Hawaii, on August 4, 1961, to Seattle and then Jakarta, Indonesia.
The book is a definitive account of Barack Obama's formative years, which made him the man he
became. After graduating from Punahou School, a private, elite all-white academy in Honolulu, the
young Obama entered Occidental College in Los Angeles, California, and after two years, he
transferred to Columbia University, an Ivy League college in New York City, and to Harvard
University Law School, where he was elected as the first African American president of the
prestigious Harvard Law Review. Dr. Rose's penetrating and captivating work describes Barack
Obama's tumultuous upbringing as a young man of mixed race who was raised almost exclusively by
his white grandparents, his marriage to Michelle Robinson in Chicago in 1992, and his work as a
community organizer on the South Side of Chicago, an Illinois state senator from 1997 to 2004, and
serving as a US senator from 2004 to 2008 when he was elected President of the United States. The
book reveals that Occidental College has had a profound impact on Obama's life, because according
to him, it was at Occidental College that he took life seriously and was awakened to the notion that
he could make a difference in the world. Rose's epic work is a rich tapestry of a life little known or
understood prior to his keynote address at the 2004 Democratic National Convention in Boston,
which instantly catapulted him into the national spotlight. The book is a classic narrative drawn from
hundreds of interviews, including several of President Obama's advisers, friends, and classmates and
a trove of articles, journals, and other documents. It tells the human story of a man--Barack Hussain
Obama--who changed the course of history and the world in a way that no one else can and no one
expected. As a result, he is considered one of the most significant figures of the twenty-first century.
It is a groundbreaking and multigenerational manuscript; a richly textured account of President
Obama's life from childhood to adulthood as he tried to make sense of his past, established his own
identity as he prepared for his political future. It is a beautifully written and powerful book that
captured Barack Obama's time as a community organizer in one of Chicago City's roughest
neighborhoods as he grappled with the role that faith has in store for him. It is a fascinating account
about a young man born into uncommon family and perhaps unusual circumstances--son of a black
man from Kenya, Africa, and a white woman from the state of Kansas in the United States. It is a
first-rate account of the human struggles of one of the most interesting and exciting presidents of
our time, Barack Hussain Obama.
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