political stand up comics

political stand up comics have carved a unique niche in the comedy world by
blending humor with sharp social and political commentary. These performers
use satire and wit to challenge political norms, highlight government
shortcomings, and provoke thought among audiences. Political stand up comedy
has grown in popularity, especially in an era of heightened political
awareness and social activism. This form of comedy is not only entertaining
but also serves as a powerful tool for public discourse and criticism. From
late-night television to comedy clubs, political comics play a critical role
in shaping public opinion while keeping audiences laughing. This article
explores the evolution, impact, and key figures of political stand up comics,
as well as the challenges they face in today’s polarized environment. The
following sections provide an in-depth look at the history, styles, notable
comedians, and the cultural significance of political stand up comedy.
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The Evolution of Political Stand Up Comics

The history of political stand up comics dates back to the early 20th century
when comedians began incorporating social issues and political satire into
their acts. Initially, political humor was subtle and often masked within
general comedy routines. Over time, as political climates shifted and public
interest in governance increased, comedians became bolder in addressing
controversial topics directly.

Early Influences and Pioneers

Early political comedians like Will Rogers and Lenny Bruce paved the way for
modern stand up acts by using satire to comment on social injustices,
government policies, and political figures. Their groundbreaking work
challenged censorship and expanded the boundaries of acceptable comedy
content.

Growth During the Civil Rights and Vietnam War Era

The turbulent 1960s and 1970s marked a significant period for political stand
up comics. Comedians such as George Carlin and Richard Pryor used their



platforms to critique war, inequality, and corruption. This era solidified
political comedy as a legitimate form of social commentary.

Modern Era and Digital Expansion

With the rise of cable television, the internet, and social media, political
stand up comics have gained unprecedented reach. Platforms like late-night
talk shows and YouTube channels allow comedians to address global audiences
with timely political satire, increasing both their influence and
responsibility.

Styles and Techniques in Political Comedy

Political stand up comics employ a variety of styles and techniques to engage
audiences and convey their messages effectively. Their approaches can range
from observational humor to biting satire, often blending multiple methods
for maximum impact.

Satire and Parody

Satire remains the cornerstone of political comedy, using irony and
exaggeration to expose flaws in political systems and leaders. Parody
imitates political figures or events humorously, making complex issues more
accessible and entertaining.

Observational and Storytelling Approaches

Many comedians use observational humor to highlight everyday political
absurdities, making politics relatable. Storytelling techniques provide
narratives that illustrate political points through personal or fictional
anecdotes, fostering a deeper connection with audiences.

Use of Language and Timing

Effective political stand up relies on precise language and impeccable
timing. Wordplay, double entendres, and rhetorical questions are common
tools, while well-timed pauses and punchlines enhance comedic impact and
audience engagement.

Notable Political Stand Up Comics

Several comedians have become iconic for their political commentary,
influencing both comedy and political discourse. Their careers exemplify the



power of humor to challenge authority and encourage reflection.

George Carlin

Known for his sharp critique of politics, religion, and societal norms,
George Carlin’s work remains a benchmark in political stand up comedy. His
fearless exploration of taboo topics set new standards for comedic
expression.

Joan Rivers

Joan Rivers combined bold humor with political satire, often addressing
gender politics and celebrity culture. Her pioneering style opened doors for
female comics in the political comedy arena.

John Oliver

Although primarily a television host, John Oliver’s political satire has
roots in stand up comedy. His incisive analysis and humor on contemporary
political events have earned widespread acclaim and influence.

Other Influential Figures

e Dave Chappelle - Known for tackling race and politics with nuanced
humor.

e Stephen Colbert - Famous for his satirical persona critiquing
conservative politics.

e Samantha Bee - Combines feminist perspectives with sharp political
comedy .

e Bill Hicks - Used comedy as a platform for political and philosophical
criticism.

The Impact of Political Comedy on Society

Political stand up comics play a vital role in shaping public discourse and
increasing political awareness. Their performances can influence opinions,
provide social critique, and offer relief during politically tense periods.



Raising Awareness and Encouraging Dialogue

By addressing controversial subjects humorously, political comedians make
complex issues more approachable and stimulate conversations among diverse
audiences. This can lead to increased political engagement and understanding.

Challenging Authority and Power Structures

Political stand up comedy often serves as a form of resistance by questioning
governmental policies and exposing corruption. This critical perspective
holds leaders accountable and encourages transparency.

Entertainment and Catharsis

In addition to their educational role, political comics provide entertainment
and emotional relief, helping audiences cope with the stress and frustration
of political events through laughter.

Challenges Faced by Political Stand Up Comics

Despite their cultural importance, political stand up comics face various
challenges that affect their creative freedom and safety.

Censorship and Political Pressure

Comedians frequently encounter censorship attempts and political backlash,
especially when addressing sensitive or divisive topics. This can limit their
ability to perform freely and impact their careers.

Audience Polarization

In today’s highly polarized political climate, comedians risk alienating
segments of their audience. Balancing humor and sensitivity is crucial to
maintain relevance and avoid controversy that hinders their message.

Legal and Safety Concerns

Some political comics face legal threats or personal safety risks due to
their provocative material. These concerns require vigilance and sometimes
self-censorship to navigate dangerous environments.



Maintaining Relevance

Political stand up comics must constantly adapt to rapidly changing political
landscapes and public sentiments to remain effective and engaging in their
comedy .

1. Innovate content to reflect current events.
2. Engage with diverse perspectives to broaden appeal.

3. Leverage new media platforms for wider reach.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who are some of the most popular political stand-up
comics today?
Some of the most popular political stand-up comics today include Hasan

Minhaj, John Mulaney, Hannah Gadsby, Michelle Wolf, and Dave Chappelle, known
for blending humor with political and social commentary.

How do political stand-up comics influence public
opinion?

Political stand-up comics influence public opinion by using humor to
highlight societal and political issues, making complex topics more

accessible and encouraging audiences to think critically about current events
and policies.

What are common themes in political stand-up comedy?

Common themes in political stand-up comedy include government policies,
political scandals, elections, social justice, civil rights, censorship, and
the behavior of politicians and political parties.

Is political stand-up comedy effective in promoting
political awareness?

Yes, political stand-up comedy can be effective in promoting political
awareness as it engages audiences emotionally and intellectually, often
sparking conversations and encouraging people to stay informed about
political matters.

How do political stand-up comics handle controversial
topics?
Political stand-up comics handle controversial topics by using satire, irony,

and exaggeration to challenge prevailing narratives, provoke thought, and
sometimes push boundaries, while balancing humor with sensitivity to avoid



alienating their audience.

Has political stand-up comedy changed with the rise
of social media?

Yes, political stand-up comedy has evolved with social media by reaching
wider and more diverse audiences, allowing comedians to share clips
instantly, engage with fans, and respond quickly to current events and
trending political topics.

What challenges do political stand-up comics face
today?

Political stand-up comics face challenges such as censorship, backlash from
polarized audiences, navigating cancel culture, and striking a balance
between humor and respecting diverse viewpoints while addressing sensitive
political issues.

Additional Resources

1. Laughing Through the Ballot Box: The Politics of Stand-Up Comedy

This book explores how political stand-up comedians use humor to engage
audiences in complex political discussions. It delves into the history of
political satire in comedy and highlights influential comedians who have
shaped public opinion. Readers will gain insight into the balance between
entertainment and political critique.

2. Jokes on Power: The Role of Comedy in Political Discourse

Focusing on the intersection of comedy and politics, this book examines how
stand-up comedians challenge authority and social norms. It includes case
studies of prominent political comics and their impact on elections and
policy debates. The book also discusses the risks and repercussions faced by
comedians who tackle controversial topics.

3. Punchlines and Protest: Stand-Up Comedy as Political Activism

This title investigates how comedians use their platforms to advocate for
social change and address political injustices. Through interviews and
performance analyses, the book reveals the power of humor to mobilize
audiences and spark conversations. It emphasizes comedy’s unique ability to
blend entertainment with activism.

4. The Satirist’s Stage: Political Comedy in the Age of Polarization

In a time of heightened political division, this book looks at how stand-up
comics navigate sensitive issues and polarized audiences. It explores the
strategies comedians employ to maintain humor without alienating viewers. The
book also considers the evolving role of satire in contemporary political
landscapes.

5. Offensive or Insightful? The Ethics of Political Stand-Up Comedy

This thought-provoking book discusses the ethical boundaries of political
humor in stand-up routines. It addresses questions about free speech,
censorship, and the potential harm caused by certain jokes. Through analysis
of various comedians’ work, readers are encouraged to consider where comedy
should draw the line.

6. Behind the Mic: Stories from Political Stand-Up Comics



A collection of personal essays and interviews, this book offers an inside
look at the lives and careers of political stand-up comedians. It sheds light
on their creative processes, challenges, and the societal impact of their
work. Fans of comedy and politics alike will find inspiration in these candid
narratives.

7. Comedy as a Weapon: Humor in Political Campaigns and Commentary

This book explores how humor is strategically used in political campaigns and
media commentary. It highlights examples of comedians influencing public
perception and voter behavior through satire and parody. The text also
examines the symbiotic relationship between comedians and political figures.

8. Stand-Up Revolution: Changing Politics One Joke at a Time

Tracing the evolution of political stand-up comedy, this book chronicles how
comedians have shaped political dialogue over decades. It focuses on
groundbreaking performers who pushed boundaries and brought new perspectives
to the stage. The book offers a comprehensive overview of comedy’s role in
political change.

9. From Punchline to Policy: The Impact of Political Humor on Society

This analytical work investigates the broader social effects of political
humor in stand-up comedy. It considers how jokes can influence public
attitudes, policy discussions, and cultural norms. The book combines academic
research with real-world examples to demonstrate comedy’s power beyond
entertainment.
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political stand up comics: Stand-up Comedy, Theology, and Ethics Jacob D. Myers, Nicole
Graham, 2025-09-04 Bringing together the distinct but connected disciplines of theology and ethics,
Stand-up Comedy, Theology, and Ethics adds to the growing field of humor and religion. Beginning
by re-considering what we know about jokes and laughter, the authors propose that more attention
needs to be paid to the quasi-sacramental, magical quality of jokes and the ways laughter can shift
the affective states of an audience. They then turn their attention to key issues and debates within
stand-up comedy. First, is the comical legitimacy or illegitimacy of comedians who employ humor
ambiguously so that we are not sure at who or what they are “punching”. Second, is the
phenomenon of canceling comedians for their behavior off stage. Third, is the sociopolitical
possibilities of stand-up. Ultimately, the authors argue that there is theological, religious, and ethical
significance to contemporary stand-up comedy.

political stand up comics: The Politics of British Stand-up Comedy Sophie Quirk, 2018-11-11
This Palgrave Pivot questions how a new generation of alternative stand-up comedians and the
political world continue to shape and influence each other. The Alternative Comedy Movement of the
late 1970s and 1980s can be described as a time of unruly experimentation and left-wing radicalism.
This book examines how alternative comedians continue to celebrate these characteristics in the
twenty-first century, while also moving into a distinct phase of artistic development as the political
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context of the 1970s and 1980s loses its immediacy. Sophie Quirk draws on original interviews with
comedians including Tom Allen, Josie Long, John-Luke Roberts and Tony Law to chart how
alternative comedians are shaped by, and in turn respond to, contemporary political challenges from
neoliberalism to Brexit, class controversy to commercialism. She argues that many of our
assumptions about comedy’s politics must be challenged and updated. This book is essential reading
for anyone who wants to understand the working methods and values of today’s alternative
comedians.

political stand up comics: Punching Up in Stand-Up Comedy Rashi Bhargava, Richa
Chilana, 2022-12-30 Punching Up in Stand-Up Comedy explores the new forms, voices and venues of
stand-up comedy in different parts of the world and its potential role as a counterhegemonic tool for
satire, commentary and expression of identity especially for the disempowered or marginalised. The
title brings together essays and perspectives on stand-up and satire from different cultural and
political contexts across the world which raise pertinent issues regarding its role in contemporary
times, especially with the increased presence of OTT platforms and internet penetration that allows
for easy access to this art form. It examines the theoretical understanding of the different aspects of
the humour, aesthetics and politics of stand-up comedy, as well as the exploration of race, gender,
politics and conflicts, urban culture and LGBTQ+ identities in countries such as Indonesia, Finland,
France, Iran, Italy, Morocco, India and the USA. It also asks the question whether, along with
contesting and destabilising existing discursive frameworks and identities, a stand-up comic can
open up a space for envisaging a new social, cultural and political order? This book will appeal to
people interested in performance studies, media, popular culture, digital culture, sociology, digital
sociology and anthropology, and English literature. Chapter 9 of this book is freely available as a
downloadable Open Access PDF at http://www.taylorfrancis.com under a Creative Commons (CC-BY)
4.0 license. Funded by the University of Helsinki.

political stand up comics: Politics of Recognition and Representation in Indian
Stand-Up Comedy Richa Chilana, Rashi Bhargava, 2024-05-31 This book, first of its kind in the
Indian context, brings together both a theoretical understanding of various aspects of the humour,
aesthetics and politics of stand-up comedy, and case studies of various forms of stand-up comedy in
India. This volume is interdisciplinary wherein the contributors raise pertinent issues about the role
of stand-up comedy in India in contemporary times. With an increased presence of OTT platforms
and internet penetration that allows for easy access to this art form, stand-up comedy in India
cannot be ignored anymore. The book includes chapters on Indian stand-up comedy related to the
themes of: interrogating the term ‘Indian stand-up comedy’; historical lineage of stand-up in India;
the politics of language and laughter; ‘charged humour’ vs ‘safe’/profitable comedy; stand-up comics
as parrhesiastes, performance of the self and comic personas; comedy and other forms of artistic
expression; laughter clubs, urbanism and stand-up comedy; surveillance, censorship and trolling; the
economy of production and consumption of stand-up comedy and the ‘silences’ and limitations in the
contemporary form of stand-up in India.

political stand up comics: American Political Humor Jody C. Baumgartner, 2019-10-07 This
two-volume set surveys the profound impact of political humor and satire on American culture and
politics over the years, paying special attention to the explosion of political humor in today's
wide-ranging and turbulent media environment. Historically, there has been a tendency to regard
political satire and humor as a sideshow to the wider world of American politics—entertaining and
sometimes insightful, but ultimately only of modest interest to students and others surveying the
trajectory of American politics and culture. This set documents just how mistaken that assumption
is. By examining political humor and satire throughout US history, these volumes not only illustrate
how expressions of political satire and humor reflect changes in American attitudes about
presidents, parties, and issues but also how satirists, comedians, cartoonists, and filmmakers have
helped to shape popular attitudes about landmark historical events, major American institutions and
movements, and the nation's political leaders and cultural giants. Finally, this work examines how
today's brand of political humor may be more influential than ever before in shaping American



attitudes about the nation in which we live.

political stand up comics: Standing Up, Speaking Out Matthew R. Meier, Casey R. Schmitt,
2016-10-14 In recent decades, some of the most celebrated and culturally influential American
oratorical performances have come not from political leaders or religious visionaries, but from
stand-up comics. Even though comedy and satire have been addressed by rhetorical scholarship in
recent decades, little attention has been paid to stand-up. This collection is an attempt to further
cultivate the growing conversation about stand-up comedy from the perspective of the rhetorical
tradition. It brings together literatures from rhetorical, cultural, and humor studies to provide a
unique exploration of stand-up comedy that both argues on behalf of the form’s capacity for social
change and attempts to draw attention to a series of otherwise unrecognized rhetors who have made
significant contributions to public culture through comedy.

political stand up comics: THE STAND-UP COMEDY FESTIVAL Aubrey ]. Sher, Ph.D.,
2013-10-28 This book is a fictional account of a stand-up comedy festival, organized and hosted by
the legendary Ed Sullivan of “Toast of the Town” fame. Although the event itself is make-believe, all
the characters, 200 of America's greatest comedians and comediennes, are real. More than 50 of
them will step up to the microphone to deliver their one liners. Among the performers are Fred
Allen, Roseanne Barr, Milton Berle, George Burns, George Carlin, Bill Cosby, Billy Crystal, Ellen
DeGeneris, Jimmy Durante, Whoopi Goldberg, Alan King, Jay Leno, Moms Mabely, Jack Paar, Joan
Rivers, Jerry Seinfeld, Henny Youngman, and thirty-five other legendary comics. The five chapters
are titled (1) The Art of Stand-up Comedy (2) Birth of an Idea (3) The Red Carpet (4) The Host (Ed
Sullivan) and (5) The Performers. Laugh along with Ed Sullivan and the audience at the Pantages
Theatre in Los Angeles, especially at the adlibs from non-performing comics in the audience.

political stand up comics: Satire & The State Matt Fotis, 2020-03-31 Satire & The State
focuses on performance-based satire, most often seen in sketch comedy, from 1960 to the present,
and explores how sketch comedy has shaped the way Americans view the president and themselves.
Numerous sketch comedy portrayals of presidents that have seeped into the American consciousness
- Chevy Chase’s Gerald Ford, Dana Carvey’s George H.W. Bush, and Will Ferrell’s George W. Bush
all worked to shape the actual politician’s public persona. The book analyzes these sketches and
many others, illustrating how comedy is at the heart of the health and function of American
democracy. At its best, satire aimed at the presidency can work as a populist check on executive
power, becoming one of the most important weapons for everyday Americans against tyranny and
political corruption. At its worst, satire can reflect and promote racism, misogyny, and homophobia
in America. Written for students of Theatre, Performance, Political Science, and Media Studies
courses, as well as readers with an interest in political comedy, Satire & The State offers a deeper
understanding of the relationship between comedy and the presidency, and the ways in which satire
becomes a window into the culture, principles, and beliefs of a country.

political stand up comics: Irony and Outrage Dannagal Goldthwaite Young, 2020 This text
explores the aesthetics, underlying logics, and histories of two seemingly distinct genres - liberal
political satire and conservative opinion talk - making the case that they should be thought of as the
logical extensions of the psychology of the left and right, respectively.

political stand up comics: The Joke Is on Us Julie A. Webber, 2018-12-11 This edited volume
brings together scholars of comedy to assess how political comedy encounters neoliberal themes in
contemporary media. Central to this task is the notion of genre; under neoliberal conditions (where
market logics motivate most actions) genre becomes “mixed.” Once stable, discreet categories such
as comedy, horror, drama and news and entertainment have become blurred so as to be
indistinguishable. The classic modern paradigm of comedy/tragedy no longer holds, if it ever did.
Moreover, as politics becomes more economic and less moral or normative under neoliberalism, we
are able to see new resistance to comedic genres that support neoliberal strategies to hide racial
and gender injustice such as unlaughter, ambiguity, and anti-comedy. There is also an increasing
interest with comedy as a form of entertainment on the political right following both Brexit in the UK
and the election of Trump in the U.S. Several essays confront this conservative comedy and place it



in context of the larger humor history of these debates over free speech and political correctness.
For comedians too, entry into popular media now follows the familiar neoliberal script of the
celebration of self-help with the increasing admonishment of those who fail to win in market terms.
Laughter plays an important role in shaming and valorizing (often at the same time!) the precarious
subject in the aftermath of global recession. Doubling down on austerity, self-help policies and
equivocation in the face of extremist challenges (right and left), politics foils the critical comedian’s
attempt to satirize and parody its object. Characterized by ambiguity, mixed genre and the
increasing use of anti-humor, political comedy mirrors the social and political world it mocks,
parodies and celebrates often with lackluster results suggesting that the joke might be on us, as
audiences.

political stand up comics: Political Correctness: A Sociocultural Black Hole Thomas
Tsakalakis, 2020-10-15 This book explores the nature of political correctness as but one of the faces
of today’s widespread sociocultural hypocrisy; it is a critique of a phenomenon that constitutes a
threat to the Enlightenment hope that humanity might one day achieve maturity. The author
identifies political correctness as a drive towards shallowness, anti-intellectualism and
self-flagellation - and a culture in which perception is everything. With attention to the emergence
and growth of political correctness in a country, Greece, where it can be observed from a bottom-up
perspective, this volume demonstrates that although at first glance it appears as a well-intentioned
social movement informed by values with which no moral and judicious person could disagree,
political correctness actually represents, at best, a distraction from graver concerns; at worst, a
manifestation of human foolishness and malevolence. A study of the destruction of honest and
rational debate, characterized by trials of intention, often by social media, Political Correctness: A
Sociocultural Black Hole will appeal to scholars of sociology and media studies with interests in
contemporary political culture.

political stand up comics: Strategies of Political Theatre Michael Patterson, 2003-05-22
This volume provides a theoretical framework for some of the most important play-writing in Britain
in the second half of the twentieth century. Examining representative plays by Arnold Wesker, John
Arden, Trevor Griffith, Howard Barker, Howard Brenton, Edward Bond, David Hare, John McGrath
and Caryl Churchill, the author analyses their respective strategies for persuading audiences of the
need for a radical restructuring of society. The book begins with a discussion of the way that theatre
has been used to convey a political message. Each chapter is then devoted to an exploration of the
engagement of individual playwrights with left-wing political theatre, including a detailed analysis of
one of their major plays. Despite political change since the 1980s, political play-writing continues to
be a significant element in contemporary play-writing, but in a very changed form.

political stand up comics: Taking a Stand Jared N. Champion, Peter C. Kunze, 2021-11-15
Contributions by Jared N. Champion, Miriam M. Chirico, Thomas Clark, David R. Dewberry,
Christopher J. Gilbert, David Gillota, Kathryn Kein, Rob King, Rebecca Krefting, Peter C. Kunze,
Linda Mizejewski, Aviva Orenstein, Raul Pérez, Philip Scepanski, Susan Seizer, Monique Taylor, Ila
Tyagi, and Timothy ]. Viator Stand-up comedians have a long history of walking a careful line
between serious and playful engagement with social issues: Lenny Bruce questioned the symbolic
valence of racial slurs, Dick Gregory took time away from the stage to speak alongside Martin
Luther King Jr., and—more recently—Tig Notaro challenged popular notions of damaged or abject
bodies. Stand-up comedians deploy humor to open up difficult topics for broader examination, which
only underscores the social and cultural importance of their work. Taking a Stand: Contemporary US
Stand-Up Comedians as Public Intellectuals draws together essays that contribute to the analysis of
the stand-up comedian as public intellectual since the 1980s. The chapters explore stand-up
comedians as contributors to and shapers of public discourse via their live performances, podcasts,
social media presence, and political activism. Each chapter highlights a stand-up comedian and their
ongoing discussion of a cultural issue or expression of a political ideology/standpoint: Lisa
Lampanelli’s use of problematic postracial humor, Aziz Ansari’s merging of sociology and
technology, or Maria Bamford’s emphasis on mental health, to name just a few. Taking a Stand



offers a starting point for understanding the work stand-up comedians do as well as its reach beyond
the stage. Comedians influence discourse, perspectives, even public policy on myriad issues, and this
book sets out to take those jokes seriously.

political stand up comics: Stand-Up Preaching Jacob D. Myers, 2022-10-06 Few vocations
share more in common with preaching than stand-up comedy. Each profession demands attention to
the speaker's bodily and facial gestures, tone and inflection, timing, and thoughtful engagement with
contemporary contexts. Furthermore, both preaching and stand-up arise out of creative tension with
homiletic or comedic traditions, respectively. Every time the preacher steps into the pulpit or the
comedian steps onto the stage, they must measure their words and gestures against their audience's
expectations and assumptions. They participate in a kind of dance that is at once choreographed and
open to improvisation. It is these and similar commonalities between preaching and stand-up
comedy that this book engages. Stand-Up Preaching does not aim to help preachers tell better jokes.
The focus of this book is far more expansive. Given the recent popularity of comedy specials,
preachers have greater access to a broad array of emerging comics who showcase fresh comedic
styles and variations on comedic traditions. Coupled with the perennial Def Comedy Jams on HBO,
preachers also have ready access to the work of classic comics who have exhibited great storytelling
and stage presence. This book will offer readers tools to discern what is homiletically significant in
historical and contemporary stand-up routines, equipping them with fresh ways to riff off of their
respective preaching traditions, and nuanced ways to engage issues of contemporary sociopolitical
importance.

political stand up comics: Entertaining Politics Jeffrey P. Jones, 2010-12-28 In this
completely revised and updated edition (including eight new chapters), Jeffrey Jones charts the
evolution and maturation of political entertainment television by examining The Daily Show with Jon
Stewart, The Colbert Report, Politically Incorrect/Real Time with Bill Maher, and Michael Moore's
TV Nation and The Awful Truth. This volume investigates how and why these shows have been
central locations for the critique of political and economic power and an important resource for
citizens during numerous political crises. In an age of Truthiness, fake news and humorous political
talk have proven themselves viable forms of alternative reporting and critical means for ascertaining
truth, and in the process, questioning the legitimacy of news media's role as the primary mediator of
political life. The book also addresses the persistent claims that these programs have cynical effects
and create misinformed young citizens, demonstrating instead how such programming provides for
an informed, active, and meaningful citizenship. The new edition takes account of the many changes
that have occurred in television and political culture since Entertaining Politics' initial release.

political stand up comics: Politics Is a Joke! S. Robert Lichter, Jody C Baumgartner,
Jonathan S. Morris, 2018-09-03 Does late night political humor matter? Are late-night comedians
merely entertaining, or do they have the power to influence the way we think about politics and
politicians? Politics Is a Joke! situates late night comedy in the historical context of political humor
and demonstrates how the public turn to this venue for political information, and are in turn affected
by it. Using exclusive data collected by the Center for Media and Public Affairs, the authors conduct
a detailed and exhaustive analysis of political jokes on late night TV shows dating back to 1992 in
order to pinpoint the main targets and themes of late-night comedy. Politics Is a Joke! uses a wide
range of examples, from jokes about politicians' physical appearance and sex scandals to jokes about
Congress and even the news media, to assess and understand the impact of political humor on
political institutions, politicians and their policies and behavior. Engagingly written with analysis of
jokes from comedians like Jay Leno, Conan O'Brien, Jon Stewart and Stephen Colbert, Politics is a
Joke! is essential reading for anyone who wants to understand the crucial role late night comedy
plays in our political universe - and anyone who enjoys a good laugh.

political stand up comics: In Media Res James Braxton Peterson, 2014-12-18 In Media Res is a
manifold collection that reflects the intersectional qualities of university programming in the
twenty-first century. Taking race, gender, and popular culture as its central thematic subjects, the
volume collects academic essays, speeches, poems, and creative works that critically engage a wide



range of issues, including American imperialism, racial and gender discrimination, the globalization
of culture, and the limitations of our new multimedia world. This diverse assortment of works by
scholars, activists, and artists models the complex ways that we must engage university students,
faculty, staff, and administration in a moment where so many of us are confounded by the “in medias
res” nature of our interface with the world in the current moment. Featuring contributions from
Imani Perry, Michael Eric Dyson, Suheir Hammad, John Jennings, and Adam Mansbach, In Media
Res is a primer for academic inquiry into popular culture; American studies; critical media literacy;
women, gender, and sexuality studies; and Africana studies.

political stand up comics: News Grazers Richard Forgette, 2018-01-12 How has growing
media choice transformed the way we gather news? News Grazers: Media, Politics, and Trust in an
Information Age offers students an integration of the emerging effects that cable news, online news,
and social media have had on American politics. Author Richard Forgette, an expert on the U.S.
Congress and public policy, draws on direct experimental research to argue that the diffusion of
media outlets and media technologies has resulted in an increasingly fragmented and distracted
news audience. This unprecedented level of media choice is not only altering who accesses the news
and how they do it; more important, it is changing the news itself. With chapters on commentary
news, partisan news, breaking news, and fake news, News Grazers gives students the tools they
need to critically analyze the ever-shifting media landscape. Special attention is also paid to the
effects of the media and political trust on the 2016 election.

political stand up comics: Political Imaginaries in Twentieth-Century India Mrinalini
Sinha, Manu Goswami, 2022-01-13 This volume reconsiders India's 20th century though a specific
focus on the concepts, conjunctures and currency of its distinct political imaginaries. Spanning the
divide between independence and partition, it highlights recent historical debates that have sought
to move away from a nation-centred mode of political history to a broader history of politics that
considers the complex contexts within which different political imaginaries emerged in 20th century
India. Representing the first attempt to grasp the shifting modes and meanings of the 'political’ in
India, this book explores forms of mass protest, radical women's politics, civil rights, democracy,
national wealth and mobilization against the indentured-labor system, amongst other themes. In
linking 'the political' to shifts in historical temporality, Political Imaginaries in 20th century India
extends beyond the interdisciplinary arena of South Asian studies to cognate late colonial and
post-colonial formations in the twentieth century and contribute to the 'political turn' in scholarship.

political stand up comics: Comedy and Distinction Sam Friedman, 2014-04-24 This book was
shortlisted for the 2015 BSA Philip Abrams Memorial Prize. Comedy is currently enjoying
unprecedented growth within the British culture industries. Defying the recent economic downturn,
it has exploded into a booming billion-pound industry both on TV and on the live circuit. Despite this,
academia has either ignored comedy or focused solely on analysing comedians or comic texts. This
scholarship tends to assume that through analysing an artist’s intentions or techniques, we can
somehow understand what is and what isn’t funny. But this poses a fundamental question - funny to
whom? How can we definitively discern how audiences react to comedy? Comedy and Distinction
shifts the focus to provide the first ever empirical examination of British comedy taste. Drawing on a
large-scale survey and in-depth interviews carried out at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe, the book
explores what types of comedy people like (and dislike), what their preferences reveal about their
sense of humour, how comedy taste lubricates everyday interaction, and how issues of social class,
gender, ethnicity and geographical location interact with patterns of comic taste. Friedman asks:
Are some types of comedy valued higher than others in British society? Does more ‘legitimate’
comedy taste act as a tangible resource in social life - a form of cultural capital? What role does
humour play in policing class boundaries in contemporary Britain? This book will be of interest to
students and scholars of sociology, social class, social theory, cultural studies and comedy studies.
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