
politics as a vocation
politics as a vocation is a concept deeply rooted in the study of political science and
sociology, examining the nature of political engagement as a professional calling. This term
encapsulates the responsibilities, ethics, and challenges faced by individuals who dedicate
their careers to political life. Understanding politics as a vocation provides insight into the
motivations behind political participation, the demands of public service, and the impact of
political decisions on society. It also explores the delicate balance between personal
conviction and public duty that politicians must navigate. This article delves into the
historical origins of the concept, its key characteristics, the ethical dimensions involved,
and the contemporary relevance of politics as a profession. The discussion also highlights
how politics as a vocation shapes democratic governance and the expectations placed upon
political leaders.
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Historical Background of Politics as a Vocation
The concept of politics as a vocation traces its roots to the seminal work of Max Weber, a
foundational sociologist who articulated the nature of political leadership and authority in
the early 20th century. Weber's essay, "Politics as a Vocation," published in 1919, examines
the qualities necessary for individuals to engage in politics as a professional calling rather
than as a mere occupation or hobby. He emphasized the combination of passion, a sense of
responsibility, and a sense of proportion as essential traits for anyone pursuing political life.
Historically, politics was often viewed as a pursuit for the elite or aristocracy, but Weber's
analysis highlighted the broader implications and the professionalization of political roles in
modern societies.

Max Weber’s Contribution
Max Weber’s analysis remains a cornerstone in understanding politics as a vocation. He
distinguished politics from other forms of social activity by focusing on the use of power
and the state’s monopoly on legitimate violence. Weber argued that a politician must have
a strong commitment to public service, but also the ability to make pragmatic decisions
that serve the common good. His work laid the groundwork for considering politics not
simply as a means to personal gain but as a demanding profession requiring dedication and



ethical consideration.

Evolution Through the 20th Century
Throughout the 20th century, the idea of politics as a vocation evolved alongside changes
in political systems and societal expectations. The rise of democratic institutions increased
the demand for accountable political leadership, while the expansion of the media and
public scrutiny heightened the challenges faced by politicians. This period saw the
professionalization of politics, with formal education, party discipline, and career politicians
becoming more common. The historical context underscores the transformation of politics
into a specialized field requiring unique skills and commitments.

Defining Characteristics of Politics as a Vocation
Politics as a vocation is distinguished by several key characteristics that define the nature
of political work and the individuals who choose this path. These characteristics shape the
expectations for political actors and the framework within which political decisions are
made.

Commitment to Public Service
A fundamental aspect of politics as a vocation is an unwavering commitment to serving the
public interest. Politicians must prioritize the welfare of their constituents and the broader
community, often placing this above personal ambitions. This commitment drives policy-
making and governance, ensuring that political actions reflect the needs of society.

Sense of Responsibility
Responsibility is a crucial trait for politicians. Those engaged in politics as a vocation
recognize the weight of their decisions and the far-reaching consequences of their actions.
This sense of responsibility demands accountability, transparency, and a commitment to
ethical standards in political conduct.

Balancing Passion and Pragmatism
Politics requires a delicate balance between passionate advocacy for ideals and pragmatic
compromises necessary for effective governance. Politicians must navigate conflicting
interests and make decisions that often involve trade-offs. This combination of passion and
pragmatism distinguishes politics as a vocation from other professions.

Essential Skills for Political Vocation



Leadership and decision-making abilities

Effective communication and negotiation skills

Understanding of legal and institutional frameworks

Capacity for critical thinking and problem-solving

Resilience in the face of public scrutiny and opposition

Ethical Considerations in Political Careers
Ethics play a central role in politics as a vocation, shaping the behavior and legitimacy of
political actors. The ethical dimension addresses questions of integrity, honesty, and the
moral obligations of those in public office.

Integrity and Trust
Integrity is foundational to politics as a vocation, as public trust depends on the perception
that politicians act in good faith and uphold their commitments. Ethical lapses can
undermine democratic institutions and erode confidence in political processes.

Accountability and Transparency
Political leaders must be accountable for their actions and decisions. Transparency in
governance ensures that political processes are open to scrutiny, reducing corruption and
fostering informed citizen participation. These principles are essential for maintaining the
legitimacy of political authority.

Conflict of Interest and Ethical Dilemmas
Politicians frequently face conflicts of interest and ethical dilemmas that require careful
navigation to avoid compromising their duties. Managing these challenges is a critical
aspect of politics as a vocation, demanding adherence to ethical codes and often legal
regulations.

The Role of Politics as a Vocation in Modern
Democracies
In contemporary democratic societies, politics as a vocation plays a vital role in shaping
governance, policy formulation, and citizen engagement. The professionalization of politics
influences how democracies function and how political leaders interact with the public.



Enhancing Democratic Governance
Politics as a vocation contributes to strengthening democratic governance by promoting
leadership that is knowledgeable, experienced, and committed to democratic principles.
Professional politicians facilitate the development and implementation of policies that
reflect democratic values and the collective interests of society.

Political Accountability and Citizen Participation
Vocation-driven politics encourages greater accountability and responsiveness to citizens.
Politicians who view their role as a calling are more likely to engage with constituents,
listen to public concerns, and uphold democratic accountability mechanisms.

Challenges in Contemporary Political Environments
Despite its importance, politics as a vocation faces challenges such as political polarization,
populism, and the influence of special interests. These dynamics can complicate the pursuit
of the common good and test the commitment of politicians to their vocational ideals.

Challenges and Rewards of Pursuing Politics as a
Vocation
Engaging in politics as a vocation involves significant challenges but also offers unique
rewards for those dedicated to public service.

Common Challenges

High levels of public scrutiny and criticism

Balancing personal life with demanding public responsibilities

Navigating complex political alliances and opposition

Managing ethical pressures and potential corruption risks

Dealing with the unpredictability of political careers

Rewards of Political Vocation
Despite these challenges, politics as a vocation can be highly rewarding. Politicians have
the opportunity to influence meaningful change, shape public policy, and contribute to the



betterment of their communities and nations. The sense of fulfillment derived from public
service and the ability to impact society positively often motivate individuals to persevere
in political careers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Max Weber's essay 'Politics
as a Vocation'?
The main theme of Max Weber's essay 'Politics as a Vocation' is the nature of political
leadership and the ethical challenges involved in the pursuit of power, emphasizing the
distinction between the 'ethic of conviction' and the 'ethic of responsibility.'

How does Max Weber define 'politics' in 'Politics as a
Vocation'?
Weber defines politics as the pursuit of power or influencing the distribution of power within
a state or between states, highlighting that politics is fundamentally about the struggle for
control and governance.

What are the 'ethic of conviction' and 'ethic of
responsibility' according to Weber?
The 'ethic of conviction' refers to acting according to one's principles regardless of the
outcome, while the 'ethic of responsibility' involves considering the consequences of one's
actions and taking responsibility for them, especially in political leadership.

Why does Weber argue that politics requires a special
vocation or calling?
Weber argues that politics requires a special vocation because it demands a unique
combination of passion, a sense of responsibility, and a sense of proportion, which not
everyone possesses, making political leadership a distinct and challenging career.

How is Weber's concept of 'politics as a vocation'
relevant to contemporary politics?
Weber's concept remains relevant as it highlights the ethical dilemmas faced by modern
politicians, the importance of responsibility in leadership, and the ongoing tension between
idealism and pragmatism in political decision-making.

What role does violence play in Weber's 'Politics as a



Vocation'?
Weber acknowledges that the state holds a monopoly on the legitimate use of physical
force, and that violence can be a tool of politics, but it must be controlled and legitimized
within the framework of political authority.

How does 'Politics as a Vocation' address the
relationship between politics and morality?
The essay explores the complex relationship between politics and morality, suggesting that
political leaders must balance moral ideals with practical considerations, often requiring
compromises that challenge simple moral judgments.

Additional Resources
1. Politics as a Vocation by Max Weber
This classic essay by sociologist Max Weber explores the nature of politics and the ethical
challenges faced by politicians. Weber distinguishes between the "ethic of conviction" and
the "ethic of responsibility," highlighting the complexity of political leadership. The work
provides deep insights into the motivations and duties of those who choose politics as their
career.

2. The Prince by Niccolò Machiavelli
Written in the 16th century, this seminal work offers pragmatic advice to rulers and
politicians on acquiring and maintaining power. Machiavelli’s candid exploration of political
strategy and realpolitik remains influential in understanding the often harsh realities of
political life. It serves as a foundational text for anyone studying politics as a vocation.

3. The Art of Political Leadership by John Kane
Kane’s book delves into the skills and qualities essential for effective political leadership.
Combining theory with practical examples, it examines how leaders can inspire, negotiate,
and govern in complex political environments. The book is a valuable resource for aspiring
politicians seeking to understand the demands of their career.

4. Political Leadership and Democratic Values by Kenneth Janda
This book examines the relationship between political leadership and the promotion of
democratic ideals. Janda discusses how politicians can balance personal ambition with
public service and ethical governance. It provides a thoughtful analysis of the
responsibilities that come with choosing politics as a vocation.

5. The Responsible Politician by Hanna Fenichel Pitkin
Pitkin explores the concept of political responsibility and its implications for those in public
office. The book addresses the moral and practical challenges politicians face when making
decisions that affect society. It offers a philosophical perspective on what it means to be a
responsible political actor.

6. Becoming a Political Leader by Ronald A. Heifetz
This book focuses on the personal development and leadership skills required for a
successful political career. Heifetz emphasizes adaptive leadership and the importance of



navigating change and conflict in political settings. It is an insightful guide for those
committed to politics as a lifelong vocation.

7. Politics and Professionalism by James S. Coleman
Coleman analyzes the professionalization of politics and the evolving role of politicians in
modern society. The book investigates how political careers have become structured and
institutionalized, affecting both political behavior and public expectations. It offers a
sociological perspective on politics as a chosen profession.

8. The Ethics of Political Vocation by Michael Walzer
Walzer’s work discusses the ethical dilemmas inherent in political life and the pursuit of
power. He argues that political vocation requires a balance between moral principles and
pragmatic decision-making. The book is a profound reflection on the ethical challenges
faced by politicians.

9. The Political Mind: A Cognitive Approach to Politics by George E. Marcus
This book explores how cognitive psychology influences political behavior and decision-
making. Marcus provides insights into how politicians think and how their mental
frameworks shape political action. It is particularly useful for understanding the
psychological dimensions of politics as a career.
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  politics as a vocation: The Vocation Lectures Max Weber, 2004-03-15 Originally published
separately, Weber's Science as a Vocation and Politics as a Vocation stand as the classic
formulations of his positions on two related subjects that go to the heart of his thought: the nature
and status of science and its claims to authority; and the nature and status of political claims and the
ultimate justification for such claims. Together in this volume, these newly translated lectures offer
an ideal point of entry into Weber's central project: understanding how, as Weber put it, in the West
alone there have appeared cultural manifestations [that seem to] go in the direction of universal
significance and validity.
  politics as a vocation: An Analysis of Max Weber's Politics as a Vocation Tom McClean,
Jason Xidias, William Brett, 2017-07-05 German sociologist Max Weber’s 1919 lecture Politics as a
Vocation is widely regarded as a masterpiece of political theory and sociology. Its central strength
lies in Weber’s deployment of masterful interpretative skills to power his discussion of modern
politics. Interpretation involves understanding both the meaning of evidence and the meaning of
terms – questioning definitions, clarifying terms and processes, and supplying good, clear definitions
of the author’s own. As a sociologist accustomed to working with historical evidence, Weber based
his own work on precisely these skills, solidly backed up by analytical acuity. Politics as a Vocation,
written in a Germany shocked by its crippling defeat in World War I, saw Weber turn his eye to an
examination of how the modern nation state emerged, and the different ways in which it can be run –
interpreting and defining the different types of rule that are possible. It is testament to Weber’s
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interpretative skills that Politics is famous above all in sociological circles for its clear definition of a
state as an institution that claims “the monopoly of legitimate physical violence” in a given territory.
  politics as a vocation: Politics as a Vocation Max Weber, 1965
  politics as a vocation: Politics As a Vocation Max 1864-1920 Weber, 2021-09-09 This work
has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge base of
civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we
concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally
available to the public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this work has been proofread and
republished using a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with text in an
easy-to-read typeface. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for
being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  politics as a vocation: Max Weber and the Moral Dimensions of Politics as a Vocation
Geneviève Brassard, 2012 Weber's discussion of ethics in his famous lecture (and then essay)
Politics as a Vocation (1919) clearly indicates that two possible ethical stances, the ethic of
conviction and the ethic of responsibility, are rooted in 'distinct and irreconcilably opposed
principles'. Throughout Politics as a Vocation, it is the ethic of responsibility that appears to be
endorsed by Weber as suited for political life. Yet, Weber concludes his essay by claiming that a
combined ethic is ideal for a political vocation. This makes Weber's position regarding the ideal
ethical stance for a man who has a 'true political calling' appear contradictory: the ethics are
opposites but somehow to be combined. Commentators have mostly concluded that, for Weber, the
ethic of responsibility is the ideal ethic for politics. That appears further in accord with the fact that
a key concern of the speech in its historical context was to warn political students of the dangers
associated with an ethic of conviction. Weber, as a realist, was especially critical of a stance that
disregarded the corrupted nature of the world, which the ethic of responsibility alone seems to
accept. Politicians with single-minded convictions were responsible for Germany's political
stalemate, supporting the fact that the ethic of conviction should not be deemed acceptable in
politics. And yet there is much this position neglects by opting for only one of the two ethics, by
concluding that only the ethic of responsibility is appropriate for political vocation. My thesis offers
something different; something I admit is ambitious. What I propose is the synthesis of the
opposition, of finding a way to combine the two irreconcilably opposed ethics.
  politics as a vocation: Max Weber's Theory of Modernity Michael Symonds, 2016-03-03 This
book illuminates an important dimension of the work of Max Weber. Weber’s theory of meaning and
modernity is articulated through an understanding of his account of the way in which the pursuit of
meaning in the modern world has been shaped by the loss of Western religion and how such pursuit
gives sense to the phenomena of human suffering and death. Through a close, scholarly reading of
Weber’s extensive writings and Vocation Lectures, the author explores the concepts of ’paradox’ and
’brotherliness’ as found in Weber’s work, in order to offer an original exposition of Weber’s actual
theory of how meaning and meaninglessness work in the modern world. In addition to making a
substantial and highly original contribution to the sociology of modernity, the book applies the
theory of meaning extracted from Weber’s thought, addressing the claim that Weber’s work has
been rendered out-dated by the supposed re-enchantment of the modern world, as well as discussing
the ways this theory can contribute to our understanding of the development of specific forms of
modernity. A rigorous examination of the thought of one of the most important figures in classical
sociology, this volume will appeal to scholars of sociology, social theory and philosophy with
interests in modernity, Weber and the concept of meaning.
  politics as a vocation: An Ethic of Responsibility for Nigeria Kefas U. Kure, 2025-06-30
Corruption is much more than a political problem. Striking at the moral fabric of society, corruption
has ethical and theological implications that must be addressed if human beings are to be protected
and human dignity safeguarded. In this study, Dr. Kefas U. Kure examines the dimensions of



corruption in a Nigerian context. He explores the impact of political and religious corruption on
vulnerable populations, particularly as it undermines belief in the worth and value of human lives.
Drawing from African contextual theology, he demonstrates the need for an ethic of responsibility
that would promote personal and collective action in combating corruption and defending human
dignity. Such an ethic, he argues, would aid Christians, theologians, and church leaders in
recognizing the importance of their role as promoters of justice, champions of human rights, and
witnesses to the image of God in each and every human being.
  politics as a vocation: Trump and Political Philosophy Angel Jaramillo Torres, Marc
Benjamin Sable, 2018-06-12 This book aims to recover from ancient and modern thinkers valuable
arguments about statesmanship, leadership, and tyranny which illuminate reassessments of political
science and practice after the election of Donald Trump. Like almost everyone else, contemporary
political scientists were blind-sided by the rise of Trump. No one expected a candidate to win who
repeatedly violated both political norms and the conventional wisdom about campaign best
practices. Yet many of the puzzles that Trump’s rise presents have been examined by the great
political philosophers of the past. For example, it would come as no surprise to Plato that by its very
emphasis on popularity, democracy creates the potential for tyranny via demagoguery. And, perhaps
no problem is more alien to empirical political science than asking if statesmanship entails virtue or
if so, in what that virtue consists: This is a theme treated by Plato, Aristotle, and Machiavelli, among
others. Covering a range of thinkers such as Confucius, Plutarch, Kant, Tocqueville, and Deleuze, the
essays in this book then seek to place the rise of Trump and the nature of his political authority
within a broader institutional context than is possible for mainstream political science.
  politics as a vocation: Nation and State in Max Weber Jack Barbalet, 2023-02-28 This book
shows how Max Weber’s perceptions of the social and political world he inhabited in Wilhelmine
Germany were characterized by a nationalist commitment which coloured practically every aspect of
his thought, including his social scientific writings and the formulations they expound. Exploring the
consequences of Weber’s ardent nationalism in a manner seldom acknowledged in existing
scholarship, it considers the alignment of his commitment to liberalism and democracy with his
devotion to the ideal of the German people as an ethno-racial community supported by a
power-state, with the purpose of realizing the national interest of future generations of Germans.
Through an analysis of a range of texts, the author contends that Weber’s liberalism is not based on
universalistic principles and that Weber considered the liberty he espoused to play an important role
in securing the position of a political elite trained in parliamentary institutions, which are used to
shape the citizenry in the pursuit of a patriotic commitment to an expansionist, imperial state. It will
therefore appeal to scholars with interests in the history of sociology and classical social theory.
  politics as a vocation: Interpreting Clifford Geertz Jeffrey C. Alexander, Philip Smith,
2011-05-09 Theorist Clifford Geertz's influence extends far beyond Anthropology. This volume
reflects the breadth of his influence, looking at Geertz as a theorist rather than as an anthropologist.
To date there has been no impartial, comprehensive, and authoritative work published on this
critical figure.
  politics as a vocation: Educational Transitions and Social Justice Aina Tarabini, 2022-09-22
Drawing on qualitative analysis in Barcelona and Madrid, this book explores upper secondary
educational transitions in urban contexts, the different political, institutional and subjective
dimensions of these transitions and the multiple mechanisms of inequality that traverse them.
  politics as a vocation: Max Weber and Postmodern Theory N. Gane, 2002-04-09 This book
explores the contemporary nature of Max Weber's work by looking in detail at his key concepts of
rationalization and disenchantment. Thematic parallels are drawn between Weber's rationalization
thesis and the critiques of contemporary culture developed by Jean-Francois Lyotard, Michel
Foucault and Jean Baudrillard. It is suggested that these three 'postmoden' thinkers develop and
respond to Weber's analysis of modernity by pursuing radical strategies of affirmation and
re-enchantment. Examining the work of these three key thinkers in this way casts new light both on
postmodern theory and on Weber's sociology of rationalization.



  politics as a vocation: The Oxford Handbook of Max Weber Edith Hanke, Lawrence A.
Scaff, Sam Whimster, 2019 Active at the time when the social sciences were founded, Max Weber's
social theory contributed significantly to a wide range of fields and disciplines. Considering his
prominence, it makes sense to take stock of the Weberian heritage and to explore the ways in which
Weber's work and ideas have contributed to our understanding of the modern world. Using his work
as a point of departure, The Oxford Handbook of Max Weber investigates the Weberian legacy today,
identifying the enduring problems and themes associated with his thought that have contemporary
significance: the nature of modern capitalism, neo-liberal global economic policy, nationalism,
religion and secularization, threats to legality, the culture of modernity, bureaucratic rule and
leadership, politics and ethics, the value of science, power and inequality. These problems are global
in scope, and the Weberian approach has been used to address them in very different societies.
Thus, the Handbook also features chapters on Europe, Turkey, Islam, Judaism, China, India, and
international politics. The Handbook emphasizes the use and application of Weber's ideas. It offers a
journey through the intellectual terrain that scholars continue to explore using the tools and
perspectives of Weberian analysis. The essays explore how Weber's concepts, hypotheses, and
perspectives have been applied in practice, and how they can be applied in the future in social
inquiry, not only in Europe and North America, but globally. The volume is divided into six parts
exploring, in turn: Capitalism in a Globalized World, Society and Social Structure, Politics and the
State, Religion, Culture, and Science and Knowledge.
  politics as a vocation: The Broadview Anthology of Social and Political Thought - Volume 2:
The Twentieth Century and Beyond Andrew Bailey, Samantha Brennan, Will Kymlicka, Jacob T. Levy,
Alex Sager, Clark Wolf, 2008-09-12 The second volume of this comprehensive anthology covers the
twentieth and early twenty-first centuries. The anthology is broad ranging both in its selection of
material by figures traditionally acknowledged as being of central importance, and in the material it
presents by a range of other figures. The material in this volume is presented in three sections. The
first, “Power and the State,” includes selections by such figures as Goldman, Lenin, Weber, Schmitt,
and Hayek. Among those included in the “Race, Gender, and Colonialism” section are de Beauvoir,
Gandhi, Fanon, and Young. The third and by far the longest section, “Rights-Based Liberalism and its
Critics,” focuses on the many interrelated directions that social and political philosophy has taken
since the publication of John Rawls’s ground-breaking A Theory of Justice in 1971. In order to better
meet the needs of today’s students, the editors have made every effort to include accurate and
accessible translations of the readings. Additionally, every selection has been painstakingly
annotated, and each figure is given a substantial introduction highlighting her or his major
contributions within the tradition. For figures of central importance, the editors have included
extended introductions that place the figure in the context of intellectual history as well as of
political thought. In order to ensure the highest standards of accuracy and accessibility, the editors
have consulted dozens of leading academics during the course of the volume’s development (many of
whom have contributed introductory material as well as advice). The result is an anthology with
unparalleled pedagogical benefits; The Broadview Anthology of Social and Political Thought sets the
new standard for social and political philosophy instruction.
  politics as a vocation: Max Weber's Complete Writings on Academic and Political Vocations
Max Weber, 2008 Annotation This is the first edition in any language of all of Max Weber's writings
on academic and political vocations. The translation is new and liberally annotated, including a look
at Weber's personality and what it was that made him such a phenomenon. Max Weber made many
significant interpretations of both academic and political vocations in his two lectures on Science as
a Vocation (Wissenschaft als Beruf, 1917) and Politics as a Vocation (Politik als Beruf) 1919), as well
as in a series of newspaper articles including those written between 1908 and 1920. Since these
writings are of more than historical interest, there was a need to bring them all together in a single
volume. Newly translated and annotated, this collection comprises both lectures plus 32 articles
which Weber wrote on academia. Most of these have not been translated before. In the Introduction,
Prof. John Dreijmanis relates the academic and political vocations to each other conceptually,



showing that there is considerable overlap and some convergence: the need for passion, an inward
calling, as well as career insecurity both vocations. Dreijmanis then examines the person of Weber
and provides a new view of him, in part through the lens of Carl C. Jung's theory of psychological
types as further developed by the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator (MBTI). As an extravert with a
powerful thinking function and intellect, he was driven to take an interest in events outside himself
and to speak his mind. Coming after a long line of introverted German philosophers, he was a
phenomenon. The new translations, by Gordon C. Wells, are more faithful to Weber's style of
expression, and they correct an accumulation of errors of previous translations in the oft-translated
essays on Politics and Science. Contains Glossary, Bibliography, Names Index, Subject Index.
  politics as a vocation: Sociology in Post-Normal Times Charles Thorpe, 2022-02-28 The
Covid-19 pandemic and the disruptions of climate change are features of post-normal times. In
Sociology in Post-Normal Times, Charles Thorpe contends that the modern project of creating
normalcy within the nation state has broken down. Integral to this is sociology, which is the science
of social reform. Drawing from the work of seminal theorists such as Zygmunt Bauman and Anthony
Giddens, Thorpe contends that sociology's “society” is no longer viable because globalization has put
an end to social reform, thus the assumptions and goals of sociology must be left behind in order to
create a new global humanity. In the face of the pandemic and climate change, Sociology in
Post-Normal Times demands no less than the birth of a global humanity beyond nation states as the
precondition for human survival.
  politics as a vocation: Vocations of Political Theory Jason A. Frank, John Tambornino,
Content Description pt. 1. Invoking political theory. Political theory : from vocation to invocation /
Sheldon S. Wolin -- pt. 2. Theorizing loss. Specters and angels at the end of history / Wendy Brown --
The politics of nostalgia and theories of loss / J. Peter Euben -- pt. 3. Thinking in time. Can theorists
make time for belief? / Russell Arben Fox -- The history of political thought as a vocation : a
pragmatist defense / David Paul Mandell -- pt. 4. The politics of ordinary life. Political theory for
losers / Thomas L. Dumm -- Feminism's flight from the ordinary / Linda M.B. Zerilli -- pt. 5. Political
knowledge. Conceptions of science in political theory : a tale of cloaks and daggers / Mark B. Brown
-- Political theory as a provocation : an ethos of political theory / Lon Troyer -- Gramsci, organic
intellectuals, and cultural studies : lessons for political theorists? / Shane Gunster -- pt. 6. Practicing
political theory. Reading the body : hobbes, body politics, and the task of political theory / Samantha
Frost -- Work, shame, and the chain gang : the new civic education / Jill Locke -- The nobility of
democracy / William E. Connolly.
  politics as a vocation: Intellectual Work and the Spirit of Capitalism Thomas Kemple,
2014-05-29 This book offers a unique and accessible way of conceptualizing the vocations of art,
science, and politics in the capitalist world through an examination of some neglected features of the
work of the scholar who first traced their origins and consequences in 'the West': Max Weber.
  politics as a vocation: Politicians and Party Politics John Gray Geer, 1998 Focusing on
politicians as individuals rather than their political parties, thirteen essays from a distinguished
group of contributors examine how politicians as party members motivate voters, how they conduct
campaigns, and how they behave in government. 36 illustrations.
  politics as a vocation: A Political Psychoanalysis for the Anthropocene Age Ryan LaMothe,
2023-09-11 A Political Psychoanalysis for the Anthropocene Age presents an evaluation of the
politics of climate change and considers how psychoanalysis can contribute to this discourse.
Presented in two parts, the book first uses a psychoanalytic approach to interrogate
political-economic realities and their impact on shaping Western political selves in the Anthropocene
age. Ryan LaMothe identifies core illusions of the Western psyche and how they shape behavior and
relations, as well as how they are implicated in various emotional responses to climate change like
eco-mourning and eco-denial. Topics such as political dwelling, sovereignty, political violence and
change, climate obstacles such as capitalism, nationalism, and imperialism, and the problem of hope
are explored using psychoanalytic and philosophical perspectives. LaMothe then considers the role
of psychoanalysis in the public-political realm, as well as how a psychoanalytic political perspective



invites reforming the education and practice of psychoanalysis. A Political Psychoanalysis for the
Anthropocene Age will be thought-provoking reading for psychoanalysts and psychotherapists, as
well as anyone interested in the politics of climate change.
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